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HATTERAS, N.C. — Hurricane
Irene could hit anywhere from
North Carolina to New York this
weekend, leaving officials in the
path of uncertainty to make a deli-
cate decision. Should they tell
tourists to leave during one of the
last weeks of the multibillion-dol-
lar summer season? 

Most were in a wait-and-see
mode, holding out to get every
dime before the storm’s path
crystalizes. North Carolina’s gov-
ernor told reporters not to scare
people away.

“You will never endanger your
tourists, but you also don’t want
to over inflate the sense of ur-
gency about the storm. And so
let’s just hang on,” North Carolina
Gov. Beverly Perdue said Wednes-
day. At the same time she warned
to “prepare for the worst.” 

In the Bahamas, tourists cut
their vacations short and caught
the last flights out before the air-
port was closed. Those who re-
mained behind with locals
prepared for a rough night of vio-
lent winds and a dangerous storm
surge that threatened to punish
the low-lying chain of islands.
Irene has already hit Puerto Rico
and the Dominican Republic,
causing landslides and flooding
homes. One woman was killed.

On the Outer Banks of North
Carolina, some tourists heeded
evacuation orders for a tiny bar-
rier island as Irene strengthened
to a Category 3 storm, with winds
of 120 mph (193 kph).

“We jam-packed as much fun
as we could into the remainder of
Tuesday,” said Jessica Stanton
Tice of Charleston, W.Va. She left
Ocracoke Island on an early-morn-
ing ferry with her husband and
toddler. 

“We’re still going to give North
Carolina our vacation business,
but we’re going to Asheville” in
the mountains, she said.

Officials said Irene could cause
flooding, power outages or worse

as far north as Maine, even if the
eye of the storm stays offshore.
Hurricane-force winds were ex-
pected 50 miles from the center of
the storm.

Predicting the path of such a
huge storm can be tricky, but the
National Hurricane Center uses
computer models to come up with
a “cone of uncertainty,” a three-
day forecast that has become re-
markably accurate in recent
years. Forecasters are still about a
day away from the cone reaching
the East Coast. A system currently
over the Great Lakes will play a
large role in determining if Irene is
pushed farther to the east in the
next three or four days.    

The mood was calm in Virginia
Beach, Va. Jimmy Capps, manager
of the Breakers Resort Inn, said
the 56-room hotel is about 80 per-
cent booked for the weekend, de-
spite a few cancellations. 

“It just appears they’re not
quite sure what the storm is going

to do,” Capps said. “The thing I’m
amazed at now is that we haven’t
had more cancellations so far.
Usually when they start mention-
ing the Outer Banks and Cape
Lookout, which we are between,
the phones light up.” 

In New England, some beach-
goers started second-guessing va-
cation plans. Steven Miller, who
runs a charter sport fishing com-
pany off the coast of Rhode Is-
land, hasn’t received any
cancellations, but no one has
been calling to schedule trips in
the next few days, either. 

“The hoopla beforehand could
end the season,” Miller said.
“Everybody yanks their boats out,
everybody leaves, and then they
don’t come back because it’s so
late in the season.” 

Sandbags were in demand in
the Northeast to protect already
saturated grounds from flooding.
Country music star Kenny Ches-
ney moved a Sunday concert in
Foxborough, Mass., up to Friday
to avoid the storm. High school
football games were also resched-
uled, and officials still hadn’t de-
cided whether to postpone
Sunday’s dedication of the Martin
Luther King Jr. memorial on the
National Mall. Hundreds of thou-
sands were expected for that
event.

“Tourism depends so much on
the weather, which is such an un-
predictable element,” said Saman-
tha Rich, a tourism extension
specialist at North Carolina State
University. “An extremely hot

season, an extremely cold season,
a hurricane — it can make or break
a season, especially for small busi-
nesses.” 

In North Carolina’s Outer
Banks, where about 300,000 visi-
tors come every week in the sum-
mer, tourism is the lifeblood of the
towns that dot the sandy barrier
islands. Dare County beaches are
the state’s top vacation destina-
tion. Tourism represents about
$834 million for businesses in the
county, which has 8,000 rental
homes and 3,000 hotel rooms, plus
campground spots.

Business owners are wary of
sacrificing a weekend in August if
it’s not completely necessary. 

“We had that occur last year,
with Earl,” said Veda Peters, co-
owner of the Cypress House Inn in
Kill Devil Hills. He was referring to
the hurricane that passed off to
the east, bringing little more than a
night of rain and some wind gusts.
“They evacuated the county, and
then Labor Day weekend was gor-
geous in the Outer Banks.” 

So far, the Cypress House Inn is
fully booked for the coming week-
end, but Peters already is getting
calls about the weather. 

“If it’s safe for people to be
here, we want them to be here. If
it’s not safe, we’ll say so and
we’ll get you in as soon as it is,”
said Lee Nettles, managing direc-
tor or the Outer Banks Visitors
Bureau. “We have a peak summer
season and we’re in the midst of
that.” 
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Libyans Hunting Gadhafi Offer Bounty On Him
TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) — Libyans hunting Moammar Gadhafi offered a

$2 million bounty on the fallen dictator's head and amnesty for anyone
who kills or captures him as rebels battled Wednesday to clear the last
pockets of resistance from the capital Tripoli.

While pockets of die-hard loyalists kept up the fight to defend Gad-
hafi, his support was crumbling by the hour. His deputy intelligence
chief defected, and even his foreign minister said his 42-year rule was
over.

A defiant Gadhafi vowed from hiding to fight on "until victory or
martyrdom," in an audio message early Wednesday.

He may have little choice. Asked by the British broadcaster Chan-
nel 4 if a negotiated settlement or safe passage for Gadhafi from Libya
was still possible, Foreign Minister Abdul Ati al-Obeidi said: "It looks
like things have passed this kind of solution."

Rebel leaders were beginning to set up a new government in the
capital. Their interim administration, the National Transitional Coun-
cil, has been based in the eastern city of Benghazi, which fell under
rebel control shortly after the outbreak of widespread protests in
February.

NYPD Built Secret Effort To Monitor Mosques
NEW YORK (AP) — Since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, the New

York Police Department has become one of the nation's most aggres-
sive domestic intelligence agencies, targeting ethnic communities in
ways that would run afoul of civil liberties rules if practiced by the fed-
eral government, an Associated Press investigation has found.

These operations have benefited from unprecedented help from the
CIA, a partnership that has blurred the line between foreign and do-
mestic spying.

The department has dispatched undercover officers, known as
"rakers," into minority neighborhoods as part of a human mapping
program, according to officials directly involved in the program.
They've monitored daily life in bookstores, bars, cafes and nightclubs.
Police have also used informants, known as "mosque crawlers," to
monitor sermons, even when there's no evidence of wrongdoing.

Neither the city council, which finances the department, nor the
federal government, which has given NYPD more than $1.6 billion
since 9/11, is told exactly what's going on.

Many of these operations were built with help from the CIA, which
is prohibited from spying on Americans but was instrumental in trans-
forming the NYPD's intelligence unit.

Survey: Employers May End Health Coverage
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Nearly one of every 10 midsized or big em-

ployers expects to stop offering health coverage to workers after in-
surance exchanges begin operating in 2014 as part of President Barack
Obama's health care overhaul, according to a survey by a major bene-
fits consultant.

Towers Watson also found in its July survey that another one in five
companies are unsure about what they will do after 2014. Another big
benefits consultant, Mercer, found in a June survey of large and
smaller employers that 8 percent are either "likely" or "very likely" to
end health benefits after the exchanges start.

The surveys, which involved more than 1,200 companies, suggest
that some businesses feel they will be better off dropping health insur-
ance coverage once the exchanges start, even though they could face
fines and tax headaches. The percentage of companies that are already
saying they expect to do this surprised some experts, and if they fol-
low through, it could start a trend that chips away at employer-spon-
sored health coverage, a long-standing pillar of the nation's health
system.

Officials Ponder Irene Evacuations

Budget Deficit
Slips To $1.28T

WASHINGTON (AP) — After
months of unrelieved gloom and
discord, Congress and President
Barack Obama are starting to make
a dent in the federal budget deficit.
It’s projected to shrink slightly to
$1.28 trillion this year, and bigger
savings from this month’s debt ceil-
ing deal are forecast over the next
decade.

The nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office projected Wednesday
that annual budget deficits will be
reduced by a total of $3.3 trillion
over the next decade, largely be-
cause of the deficit reduction pack-
age passed by Congress earlier this
month. The office also forecast per-
sistently high unemployment, a
troubling political prospect for
President Barack Obama in the cru-
cial months of his campaign to win
a second term. 

Even with the anticipated big
savings, annual budget deficits are
expected to total nearly $3.5 trillion
over the next decade — and much
more if Bush-era tax cuts scheduled
to expire at the end of next year are
extended. In all, nearly $8.5 trillion
would be added to the national
debt over the next 10 years if the
tax cuts and certain spending pro-
grams are kept in place, the budget
office report said.

The national debt now stands at
more than $14.6 trillion.

The numbers help illustrate the
urgency facing a new joint commit-
tee in Congress that is charged with
finding $1.2 trillion to $1.5 trillion in
budget savings over the next
decade. 

Most of the improvement in this
year’s deficit picture comes from
higher than anticipated tax collec-
tions from 2010 returns filed in the
spring. Over the longer term, the
belt-tightening required in the new
deficit reduction law will mean
even bigger savings, the report
says.

Deficits could end up larger if
CBO’s economic forecast, which
is more optimistic than private
projections, proves to be too
rosy. The agency doesn’t foresee
another recession but modest
economic growth over the next
few years. 


