
DEAR ABBY: After a messy divorce, I moved with
my 17-year-old daughter “Allie” to Florida. I’m thrilled
that she has adjusted so quickly to the lifestyle here,
which revolves around the beach and backyard swim-
ming pools. Allie now has a boyfriend,
“Shane,” who is 19 and in college. I like
him, and it appears he likes me too —
maybe a little too much. 

Shane lives with his parents down
the street, and he’s often at our house
when he and Allie aren’t in school. Be-
cause I work at home and my office is
adjacent to the pool, I can’t seem to es-
cape him. When Allie is doing her home-
work or talking on the phone, Shane
swims alone and does a fair amount of
“preening.” I have the feeling he does it
to gain my attention. The other day, after
jumping in the pool, he surfaced without
his swim trunks and said the pool jets
had ripped them off him. Then he got
out of the pool and put them back on in
front of me. When I told him I found the
situation embarrassing, he shrugged and
smiled, leaving me feeling awkward. 

Being from the Midwest, I’m used to
people behaving and dressing more
modestly. Here, it seems like anything
goes, and the skimpier the clothing, the
better. Am I a prude, or should I listen to
my instincts that something is not right?
And what do I say to Shane that will
allow me to keep my dignity? — TAKEN ABACK IN
TAMPA 

DEAR TAKEN ABACK: The pool jets did not rip the
trunks off your daughter’s boyfriend. It appears she is
involved with an exhibitionist. If it happens again, tell
him you find what he’s doing to be disrespectful and
offensive, and if he wants to parade his shortcomings
at his own home that’s his privilege, but at yours his
pants should stay on at all times — or you’ll tell his
mother. Shame on Shane. 

———
DEAR ABBY: I have been through a lot and have

never given up. Lately, however, I am having second
thoughts. Everyone in my family is an addict or a re-

covering one. I left my ex-husband because of his
drinking. My son has been in rehab and relapsed many
times. I have gone through every last financial and
emotional option with him. 

At this point, I’m feeling like all hope
is gone. I’m writing to you because I am
trying to find some thread of life to help
me understand why bad things keep
happening to me. How do I squeeze out
one last drop of hope when my cup of
faith is empty? I want to find a purpose
to all the pain. — STRUGGLING FOR AN-
SWERS, PARK CITY, UTAH 

DEAR STRUGGLING: Volumes have
been written by authors and philoso-
phers trying to explain why bad things
happen to good people. In your case, it
appears you were born into a family
with a genetic predisposition to addic-
tion. Because the behavior of people
with substance abuse problems was fa-
miliar to you, you married another one. 

While I appreciate your desire to
help your son, for your own mental
health, please accept that the battle to
free himself from addiction is his and his
alone. You can’t conquer it for him,
much as you might hope to. 

If you haven’t already done so, at-
tend some meetings of support groups
for families and friends of people who
have addictions. There you will find oth-

ers who are helping one another through the same is-
sues you are encountering. Such groups are listed in
your phone directory and on the Internet. Believe me,
you are not alone in your search for answers. 

———
TO MY MUSLIM READERS: A happy Eid al-Fitr, one

and all! 
———
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A baby born today, Aug. 31, 2011, has a Sun in Virgo
and a Moon in Libra.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: WEDNESDAY, AUG. 31, 2011
This year, open up to life’s possibilities. You maintain

a cautious attitude, especially concerning finances. A
boss or parent might push you beyond your limits. Dis-
cussions and meetings play a role in your decision mak-
ing. Detach, and you’ll gain even more of a perspective. If
you are single, someone from a very different culture
could become important. Ask yourself if you can accept
this lifestyle before diving in. If you are attached, the two
of you gain by detaching and walking in the other per-
son’s shoes more often. LIBRA can be possessive.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll Have: 5-Dy-
namic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19)
★★★★ Allow a partner to take over. He or she might

be overly serious and driven. Curb your temper at work or
when dealing with others. Being hot under the collar sim-
ply doesn’t help. Allow greater give-and-take at home.
Tonight: Go for something peaceful.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20)
★★★ You are still dealing with a situation in your

daily life. It could be health related. Before making any
major decisions, check in with a doctor or dentist. Keep
up with your yearly checkups. Don’t react to someone at
work. Tonight: Busy doing errands, catching up on news,
etc.

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20)
★★★★★ Reach out to a key person. He or she could

be unusually somber. Don’t take this person’s mood per-
sonally. Could fatigue be playing a role in your decisions
right now? Don’t push yourself. Tonight: All smiles after a
power nap.

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22)
★★★★ Be aware of a tendency to limit yourself or

someone you live with. An investment might be slow to
come to fruition. You might wonder what is happening
with a family member. Don’t make any decisions until you
get a sense of the big picture. Tonight: Play it cool.

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22)
★★★★ Keep conversations moving, despite an awk-

ward moment or two. You can deal with others, but also

look within. You might be a lot angrier than you realize.
Verbalize what you think. At the same time, don’t push
too hard. Tonight: Speak your mind.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22)
★★★★ Your finances could have you feeling re-

stricted. You want to join a friend, but it will cost you.
Keep a conversation involving your home and potential
responsibility moving. Note fatigue; consider taking a
nap. Tonight: Your treat.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22)
★★★★★ If you can get past negativity, much that is

of value will greet you. A partner or associate would like
to share good news, but not at the expense of a bah-
humbug response. A professional opportunity comes
through a meeting. Tonight: Remain open to several dif-
ferent options.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21)
★★★★★ Follow through with a boss or higher-up.

Don’t keep the same discussion going over and over in
your head. Take a walk and move through a problem
more quickly. You could be misreading a situation.
Tonight: Do your thing.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21)
★★★★ Zero in on what you want, and don’t sell your-

self short. Meetings could be more important than you
think. You draw many people toward you. An associate
might be wanting more from a project. This rigidity makes
you uncomfortable. Tonight: Where the action is.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19)
★★★ Follow your instincts. Don’t be a back-seat

driver, whether at work or in a social setting. Step up and
lead. A partner could be a bit difficult, and no matter what
you do, it makes no difference. Stay mellow and cen-
tered. Brainstorm with a trusted associate or friend.
Tonight: Could be late.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18)
★★★★★ You might be thinking about the weekend.

Try to stay grounded in the moment, or else you might
not accomplish what you feel is necessary. Someone
could be difficult to speak to. Share your feelings in an
appropriate manner. Tonight: Let your imagination go.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20)
★★★★ You could handle a personal matter differ-

ently if you work with a key individual. Walk away from a
power play where you might feel left out. A conversation
could be misleading, though the other person might not
intend it to be. Tonight: Togetherness.

    EDITOR’S NOTE: Bigar’s Stars is based on the de-
gree of your sun at birth. The sign name is simply a label
astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For
best results, readers should refer to the dates following
each sign.

———
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