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BEIRUT — Kofi Annan an-
nounced his resignation Thurs-
day as peace envoy to Syria and
issued a blistering critique of
world powers, bringing to a dra-
matic end a frustrating six-month
effort that failed to achieve even
a temporary cease-fire as the
country plunged into civil war. 

Annan also had harsh words
for the Syrian regime, saying it
was clear President Bashar
Assad “must leave office.”

As the violence escalated on
the ground, rebels used a cap-
tured tank to shell a military air
base near Aleppo — one of the
first known uses of heavy
weapons by the insurgents.

Speaking to reporters in
Geneva, Annan blamed the Syr-
ian government’s intransigence,
the growing militancy of Syrian
rebels and a divided Security
Council that failed to forcefully
back his effort. Since he took on
the job, Russia and China have
twice used their veto power to
block strong Western- and Arab-
backed action against President
Bashar Assad’s regime.

The White House said
Annan’s resignation highlighted
the failure of Russia and China to
support action against Assad and
called the regime’s continued vi-
olence against its own people
“disgusting.”

“It is impossible for me or
anyone to compel the Syrian gov-
ernment and also the opposition
to take the steps to bring about
the political process,” said
Annan, a Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate and former U.N. secretary
general.

“You have to understand: As
an envoy, I can’t want peace
more than the protagonists,
more than the Security Council
or the international community
for that matter.” 

Annan singled out the regime
for blame for the violence. But he
also said the opposition’s in-
creasing militarization had con-
tributed to dooming his six-point
peace plan, which included a
cease-fire and a Syrian-led politi-
cal process to end the crisis. 

“The bloodshed continues,
most of all because of the Syrian
government’s intransigence, and
continuing refusal to implement
the six-point plan, and also be-

cause of the escalating military
campaign of the opposition — all
of which is compounded by the
disunity of the international com-
munity,” he said. 

“At a time when we need —
when the Syrian people desper-
ately need action — there contin-
ues to be finger-pointing and
name-calling in the Security
Council.”

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon said he accepted the resig-

nation with deep regret, adding
that the search was under way
for a successor to Annan, who
will stay on until Aug. 31. Diplo-
macy can succeed only when
“the parties to the violence make
a firm commitment to dialogue,
and when the international com-
munity is strongly united in sup-
port,” Ban said in a statement.

In an opinion piece published
by the Financial Times on Thurs-
day under the headline “My De-
parting Advice on How to Save
Syria,” Annan had harsh words
for all parties in the conflict. But
he appeared to reserve particu-
lar criticism for the Assad
regime, asserting in his strongest
statement to date about the Syr-
ian leader: “It is clear that Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad must leave
office.”

During his six-month tenure,
Annan managed, at least in the-
ory, to get world powers behind
his plan — including the Syrian
government and its allies in Iran,
Russia and China — although his
appeals for peace were ignored
on the ground. 

The regime and the rebels
blamed each other for the vio-
lence, and Russia and China said
attempts to sanction the regime
ignored violations by the
opposition.

Secretary of State Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton praised Annan for
working “tirelessly” to try to end
the bloodshed in Syria. “Unfortu-
nately, the Security Council was
blocked from giving him key
tools to advance his efforts,” she
said.

Asked about Annan’s resigna-
tion, the White House again
called for Assad to step aside.
The Syrian leader “continues to
brutally murder his own people,
to use heavy weapons in assaults
on civilian population centers, to
call on his military leaders to kill
the Syrian people in his name,”
White House press secretary Jay
Carney said.
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GOLDEN, Colo. — Mitt Romney
promised Thursday that his eco-
nomic program will create 12 mil-
lion new jobs in the next four years,
and likened President Barack
Obama to a “dog trying to chase its
tail” when it comes to strengthening
the sluggish recovery.

Firing back instantly, Obama
said his rival favors “trickle-down
fairy dust” that has failed to fix the
economy in the past, and unleashed
a new television ad with a scathing
summation of Romney’s tax plans:
“He pays less. You pay more.”

The two men campaigned in bat-
tleground states hundreds of miles
apart, the incumbent in Florida, his
challenger in Colorado, both on a
mission to convert undecided vot-
ers to their side in a race domi-
nated by the economy and high
joblessness.

Nor was there
any summer lull in
the television ad
wars. Americans
For Prosperity, an
independent group
that backs Romney,
intends to launch a
$25 million ad cam-
paign beginning
next week, accord-
ing to officials famil-
iar with the arrangements. The
organization was founded by David
and Charles Koch, billionaire broth-
ers, and has spent about $15 million
in swing states this year on ads at-
tacking Obama.

For Romney, the day meant a re-
turn to domestic campaigning after
a weeklong overseas trip. Aides say
he intends to disclose a vice presi-
dential pick before the Republican
National Convention opens on Aug.
27 in Tampa, Fla., but the former
Massachusetts governor told re-
porters: “I’ve got nothing to give
you” by way of information on his
decision.

Instead, he unveiled what aides
called Romney’s plan for more jobs
and more take-home pay, backed by
an eight-page paper arguing that
the economic stimulus and other
policies backed by Obama “exacer-
bated the economy’s structural
problems and weakened the recov-
ery ... At the present rate of job cre-
ation, the nation will never return
to full employment,” it said, on the
eve of the release of the govern-
ment’s official report on July
joblessness.

Following the release of Friday’s
jobs report, Obama planned to use
the backdrop of the White House
and surround himself with families
who would benefit from the elec-
tion year middle-class tax cut he’s
pushing Congress to adopt. “As dys-
functional as Washington can be,
this fight is far from hopeless,”
White House senior adviser David
Plouffe said in an email.

In remarks in Golden, Colo.,

Romney said his economic policies
would lead to creation of 12 million
jobs in the four years of his term, if
he is elected, and help make North
America energy independent, a
pledge that aides said included
Canada and Mexico as well as the
United States.

Romney pledged expanded in-
ternational trade, particularly with
Latin America, and vowed to con-
front China over its own policies.
“I’m finally going to sit down with
the Chinese and they’re going to un-
derstand that if they cheat there are
going to be consequences, because
we’re not going to let them walk all
over us,” the former Massachusetts
governor said.

He said he would help small

business owners, improve the edu-
cation system and cut spending to
reduce the deficit, but he offered
relatively few specifics.

Romney previously has said he
wants to extend the tax cuts due to
expire on Dec. 31 and grant a new
20 percent cut in tax rates, in addi-
tion, to stimulate growth. He has
also said he will reverse some of
Obama’s proposed defense cuts,
and simultaneously reduce spend-
ing on other programs in a way that
deficits would gradually subside.

But he so far has refused to
identify which existing tax breaks
he would curtail to accomplish his
goals, and generally avoided nam-
ing individual programs he wants to
cut or eliminate.
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GOP Solyndra Probe Cites Missed Red Flags

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republicans investigating the govern-
ment’s investment in a bankrupt solar panel manufacturer have
concluded that the Obama administration ignored numerous red
flags about the company’s financial viability, leaving taxpayers on
the hook for more than $500 million.

For months, Republican lawmakers have made the govern-
ment’s loan to California-based Solyndra Inc. the centerpiece of
their criticisms of President Barack Obama’s $787 billion economic
stimulus package. The release of the report Thursday by the House
Energy and Commerce Committee gave them another opportunity
to reinforce that message.

The White House countered that the report showed that none of
the accusations that Republicans had made about political interfer-
ence in approving the loan turned out to be true. Democrats on the
committee also released a memorandum taking issue with the
findings.

“The Republican report is partisan and one-sided. It does not
substantiate the primary allegation that motivated the committee’s
Solyndra investigation, which is that the loan guarantee decision
was a form of political payoff to a campaign contributor,” the Dem-
ocratic memo said.

The Energy and Commerce investigation lasted 18 months and
included the review of more than 300,000 pages of documents.
Backers of the loan have said competition from Chinese solar-panel
manufacturers was a major factor in Solyndra’s failure. The report
said White House Office of Management and Budget staff was
aware that China’s effort to penetrate the U.S. market could hurt
Solyndra.

Officials: Jets Weren’t On Collision Course
WASHINGTON (AP) — None of the commuter jets that flew too

close together near Washington was ever on course to collide
head-on with the others, federal officials said Thursday.

During a news conference, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray La-
Hood strongly disputed media reports characterizing what hap-
pened as a near-miss.

“At no point were the three aircraft on a head-to-head course.
They were not on a collision course,” said Michael Huerta, adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administration.

The jet problem occurred Tuesday after a miscommunication
between a manager at Potomac Consolidated Terminal Radar Ap-
proach Control and two traffic management coordinators at Ronald
Reagan Washington National Airport, Huerta said. Officials are in-
vestigating. The exact nature of the miscommunication was not im-
mediately clear, but there was apparently a failure on both ends to
follow standard procedure.

Traffic controllers at the time had been changing the direction
planes were landing and taking off at the airport because of bad
weather including several thunderstorms, the closest about 6 miles
south.

Senate Panel Revives Dozens Of Tax Breaks
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate’s tax-writing panel voted to

renew dozens of tax breaks for businesses like biodiesel and wind
energy producers, even as the GOP-controlled House passed sym-
bolic legislation to erase them and create a new tax code with
lower rates and fewer special interest tax breaks.

The $200 billion-plus package was approved by the Senate Fi-
nance Committee Thursday on a bipartisan 19-5 vote. It was an-
chored by a two-year provision to protect middle- and
upper-income taxpayers from being hit by the alternative minimum
tax, shielding them from higher levies originally meant to prevent
the rich from escaping taxes altogether.

The bill faces an uncertain future and is likely to get lumped into
a year-end debate in which lawmakers tackle the so-called fiscal
cliff — a combination of the expiration of Bush-era tax cuts and
$110 billion in automatic spending cuts to the Pentagon and do-
mestic programs that, taken together, have the potential to drive
the economy back into recession.

The action came as Congress limped out of town for a five-week
vacation. The House also passed drought relief legislation and rep-
rimanded one of its members, while a cybersecurity bill ran
aground in the Senate. The Senate Appropriations panel approved
a $604 billion Pentagon spending bill while rejecting a bid by Re-
publicans to require defense contractors to send out notices of
possible job layoffs due to the possible cuts.

The cost of Thursday’s package ballooned by more than $50 bil-
lion since its release on Wednesday, including a production tax
credit for wind and other renewable energy producers of electricity
criticized by presumptive GOP nominee Mitt Romney. That provi-
sion was initially targeted for elimination, but garnered critical sup-
port from Republicans like Charles Grassley of Iowa.

Double-Decker Megabus Crashes In Illinois
LITCHFIELD, Ill. (AP) — A packed double-decker Megabus blew

a tire and slammed into a concrete bridge support pillar on an Illi-
nois interstate Thursday, leaving at least one person dead and
more than two dozen others injured, officials said.

Illinois State Police Trooper Doug Francis said at least one per-
son was killed in the afternoon wreck of the discount charter bus,
which was traveling from Chicago to Kansas City. He didn’t immedi-
ately have other details about the death. 

At least four other people were flown by helicopter to a trauma
center. Another hospital treated more than 20 other patients from
the crash.

Numerous emergency vehicles could be seen on footage shot by
a television helicopter flying above the bus, which sat with its
crumpled front end smashed up against the bridge support as res-
cue crews climbed ladders to reach inside. Some passengers could
be seen being tended to along the side of Interstate 55, which was
shut down in both directions.

“We received a report it had blown a tire which caused it to run
off the road,” Francis said. “The bus did stay upright.”

MegaBus spokeswoman Amanda Byers said the bus was at full
capacity, carrying 81 passengers, when it crashed near Litchfield,
about 55 miles northeast of St. Louis. It also was to stop in St. Louis
and Columbia, Mo.

BY CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER
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WASHINGTON — The number of
people seeking U.S. unemployment
benefits rose last week, though the
data was likely skewed higher by
seasonal factors. 

Weekly applications increased
by 8,000 to a seasonally adjusted
365,000, the Labor Department said
Thursday. The four-week average, a
less volatile measure, fell for the
sixth straight week to 365,500, the
lowest since March 31.

The decline in the four-week av-
erage suggests the job market
could be improving a bit. But econ-
omists are viewing last month’s fig-
ures with some caution because the
government struggles every July to
account for temporary summer
shutdowns in the auto industry.
This year was even more compli-
cated because some automakers
skipped the shutdowns, resulting in
fewer layoffs.

A Labor Department spokesman
said the latest figures should be the
last affected by the auto shutdown
issues. 

Even so, some economists saw
positive signs in this week’s report.

“The net decline from a month
ago is encouraging,” Jim O’Sullivan,
chief U.S. economist at High Fre-
quency Economics, said in an email
to clients. 

Consumers are holding back on
spending and the economy is show-
ing other signs of weakening. But
the dip in applications shows that
companies aren’t laying off workers
in response, O’Sullivan said. 

“Ongoing weakening in the labor
market is invariably associated
with a rising trend in (applica-
tions),” he said.

Weekly applications are a meas-
ure of layoffs. When they consis-
tently fall below 375,000, it suggests
hiring is strong enough to pull the
unemployment rate down.
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President Barack Obama greets supporters on arrival at Orlando Interna-
tional Airport Thursday.
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