
BY JIM SUHR
Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Extreme drought
conditions have spread in sev-
eral Plains states, but recent rain-
fall has slightly reduced the
overall area of the lower 48
states experiencing some form of
drought, according to the latest
U.S. drought map.

Nearly two-thirds of the lower
48 states is experiencing some
drought, although recent storms
pushed the percentage down to
62.91, from last week’s 63.86, ac-
cording to the U.S. Drought Moni-
tor map posted Thursday on its
website. 

The survey, based on condi-
tions as of Tuesday morning,
found that the area experiencing
extreme drought — the second
highest classification behind ex-
ceptional drought — rose nearly
2 percentage points from the pre-
vious week, to 22.3 percent. This
was due largely to a worsening of
conditions in parts of Kansas,
Missouri, Nebraska and
Oklahoma.

The area facing exceptional
drought also increased, from 2.38
percent to about 3 percent.

Some areas benefited slightly
from rains that “will settle the
dust” but still won’t be sufficient
to salvage parched crops, Na-
tional Drought Mitigation Center
climatologist Brian Fuchs said by
phone from the University of Ne-
braska in Lincoln, where the
weekly drought report is
released.

“There are rain events that
did take place, but we didn’t see
any widespread improvement to
the core drought areas,” Fuchs
said. Such precipitation “proba-

bly held off the intensification for
a week or so. But the heat is
going kick back in, and we’re
going be in the same situation.

“The heat kicks in and the
dryness returns. To say that
we’ve seen good widespread rain
throughout the drought regions
of the county, we just haven’t. It’s
beneficial in some aspects, but in
agricultural aspects it’s too late.”

On Wednesday, the U.S. Agri-
culture Department added 218
counties from 12 drought-
stricken states to its list of natu-
ral disaster areas, bringing the
overall total to 1,584 counties in
32 states. That’s more than half

of all U.S. counties, and the vast
majority of them received the
designation because of drought
that’s considered the worst in
decades in many prime farming
areas.

The USDA uses the weekly
Drought Monitor to help decide
which counties to deem disaster
areas, with the distinction mak-
ing farmers and ranchers eligible
for federal aid that includes low-
interest emergency loans. 

As of this week, nearly half of
the nation’s corn crop was rated
poor to very poor, according to
the USDA’s National Agricultural
Statistics Service. About 37 per-

cent of the U.S. soybeans were
lumped into that category, while
nearly three-quarters of U.S. cat-
tle acreage is in drought-affected
areas, the survey showed. 

The potential financial fallout
in the nation’s midsection ap-
pears to be intensifying. The lat-
est weekly Mid-America Business
Conditions Index, released
Wednesday, showed that the on-
going drought and global eco-
nomic turmoil is hurting
business in nine Midwest and
Plains states, boosting worries
about the prospect of another re-
cession, according to the report.
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 Plant   Stands  • Accessories •   Chairs • Family  Rooms • Occasional   Tables • 
 

 
Mirrors • Area    Rugs • Mattresses • Curio    Cabinets • Gliders •   Childrenʼs 
 

 
Bedrooms • Recliners • Dining    Rooms • Daybeds • Entertainment   Centers 
 

 
• Bedrooms • Dressers •   Bunk Beds • Servers • Dining  Rooms • Dinette 
 

 
Sets •   Nightstands •   Buffets • Sofas • Futons • Headboards 

 LIVING ROOM!

 $ 777

 $ 998
 $ 1098

 BEDROOM SUITES!

 MATTRESS SETS!

 SOFAS & SLEEPERS!

 DINETTE SETS!

 BONDED 
 LEATHER 2 PC 
 SECTIONAL!

 With Pillow Top Seating 
 and Tufted Back

 reg. $1099

 $ 699
 $ 698

 TV’s!

 $ 98

 $ 1 38

 $ 1 98
     BONDED LEATHER 

 OR PLUSH MICROFIBER 
 ROCKER RECLINER!

 $ 1 9 8

 WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!

 NEW & EXCITING!

 OUTSTANDING!

 TV STANDS!

 $ 198
 46" CORNER 

 ENTERTAINMENT 
 CENTER

 WITH GLASS DOORS!
 In Rustic Oak or Espresso

 reg. $319

 $ 335
 LARGE 62" TRADITIONAL 

 TV CONSOLE!
 Beautiful Cabinet with Cord 

 Management Throughout! Rich, 
 Medium Brown Finish

 reg. $489

 $ 158
 42" CONTEMPORARY 

 TV CONSOLE!
 Available in 2 Finishes

 reg. $249

 $ 97
 WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!

 48" T V CONSOLE!
 In Rum or Honey-
 Fully Assembled

 reg. $229

 unclaimedfreightfurniture.com

 The #1 Furniture Retailer in the Area!

 Sioux Falls  •  6600 West 12th St.  •  334.9027
 Mitchell  •  1500 North Main  •  996.9820
 Yankton  •  2320 Broadway  •  665.3446
 Watertown  •  17 West Kemp  •  886.5883
 Pierre  •  540 South Garfield  •  224.7200
 Sioux City  •  2500 Transit Ave.  •  274.5926
 Fargo  •  2520 South University Dr.  •  237.3360
 Aberdeen  •  3315 6th Ave. SE  •  225.0812

 Worthington   •  1401 Oxford St.  •  376.3882

 reg. $199

 reg. $239

 SAVE
 $101

 SAVE
 $101

 HOT
 BUY!

 reg. $349

 SAVE
 $151

 HOT
 BUY!

 reg. $339

 SAVE
 $141

 HOT
 BUY!

 HOT
 BUY!

 SAVE $132

 SAVE $91

 SAVE $121

 SAVE $154

 SAVE $401

 SAVE $501

 SAVE $400

 SAVE $601

 SAVE $601

 $ 796
 SAVE $403

 HOT
 BUY!

 2 PC SET !
 86" Plush Pillow Top Sofa and 

 66" Loveseat with Designer 
 Accent Pillows

 reg. $1099

 2 PC SECTIONAL !
 With Plush Pillow Back Styling in 
 Alternating Contrasting Pillows. 

 SHARP!
 reg. $1199

 7 PC LIVING 
 ROOM !

 Track Arm Chocolate 
 85" Sofa & 60" 

 Loveseat, Coffee Table, 
 2 End Tables & 2 Lamps

 reg. $1699

 7 PC LIVING ROOM !
 YOU GET IT ALL: 90" Sofa, 

 59" Loveseat, Coffee 
 Table, 2 End Tables & 

 2 Lamps
 reg. $1599

 $ 298
 SAVE $141

 $ 396
 SAVE $253

 $ 595
 SAVE $274 42" x 60" (EXTENDS TO 42" X 78")

 RUSTIC MANGO TABLE 
 WITH 4 UPHOLSTERED 
 SEAT LADDER-BACK 

 CHAIRS, URBAN STYLING!
 reg. $869

 $ 794
 SAVE $405

 36"X 72" (EXTENDS TO 36"X 96") 
 MISSION TRESTLE COUNTER 

 TABLE WITH 4 PADDED-
 SEAT CHAIRS

 reg. $1199

 $ 896
 SAVE $403 SOLID OAK! 42" X 60" 

 (EXTENDS TO 42"X 78" & 42" X 96")
 TRESTLE TABLE WITH 4 

 WINDSOR BACK CHAIRS !
 reg. $1299

 P lus M uch, M uch M ore !

 HOT
 BUY!

 32"x 48" EBONY 
 COUNTER TABLE 
 WITH 4 STOOLS ! 

 reg. $439

 $ 555
 SAVE $294 92" BONDED LEATHER 

 DOUBLE RECLINING 
 SOFA! 

 In Black or Natural
 reg. $849

 TWIN MATTRESSES!
 reg. $129, 

 NOW AS LOW AS
 $ 58
 SAVE $71

 HOT
 BUY!

 ANY SIZE-ONE LOW PRICE!
 TWIN, FULL, QUEEN 

 OR KING!
 starting at just

 $ 88
 SEALY PILLOW TOP 
 QUEEN 2 PC SETS!

 reg. $539
 $ 299

 SAVE $240
 EACH PIECE, WHEN SOLD IN SETS

 $ 1 29

 3 TABLES
 ONE LOW PRICE!

 Black and Glass Coffee 
 Table & 2 End Tables

 $ 1 98
     EURO STYLE SWIVEL 

 RECLINER WITH 
 OTTOMAN!

 $ 376

 90" CHOCOLATE 
 BROWN SOFA 

 WITH PUB BACK AND 
 PILLOW ARM STYLING!

 $ 548

 REMARKABLE!

 SPECIAL OFFER!

 BONDED LEATHER!

 ONE OF OUR BEST VALUES!

 reg. $229

 reg. $319

 SAVE
 $121

 SAVE
 $100

 HOT
 BUY!

 reg. $579

 SAVE
 $203

 reg. $899

 SAVE
 $351

 HOT
 BUY!

 Extra  S a lespeop le,   Extra
 O ffice  S ta ff, p lus  Extra   C red it 

 Personne l, and   Extra
 D e livery Peop le  w ill be  here  

 to  ass is t you !

 $ 288
 $ 498

 $ 298
 SAVE $161

 SAVE $211

 SAVE $271

 90" MICROFIBER 
 SOFA!

 In Black, Mocha or Cafe
 reg. $499

 HOT
 BUY!

 93" PLUSH MICROFIBER
 DOUBLE RECLINING 

 SOFA
 WITH PILLOW BACK AND 
 PILLOW ARM COMFORT!

 reg. $769

 HOT
 BUY!

 $ 498

 WOOD TWIN OVER 
 FULL BUNKBED 
 WITH DRAWERS!

 reg. $614

 $ 598

 $ 398
 SAVE $216

 SAVE $301

 SAVE $381

 SOLID WOOD 
 STAIRCASE 
 BUNKBED

 WITH STORAGE AND 
 BUNKIE BOARDS !

 reg. $799

 HOT
 BUY!

 HOT
 BUY!

 HOT
 BUY!

 $ 696
 $ 698

 SAVE $603

 SAVE $301 LOUIS PHILLIPE
 QUEEN BEDROOM 

 SET!
 Sleigh Bed, Dresser, Mirror 

 & Nightstand
 reg. $999

 HOT
 BUY!

 $ 895
 SAVE $404

 RUSTIC CHERRY
 QUEEN BEDROOM SET!

 Poster Bed, 8-Drawer Dresser, Mirror 
 & Nightstand
 reg. $1299

 4 PC QUEEN 
 BEDROOM SET !
 Bookcase Headboard, 

 Dresser, Mirror & Nightstand
 reg. $979

 82" PLUSH PILLOW TOP 
 DOUBLE RECLINING 

 SOFA!

 40" 1080P LCD HDTV!
 reg. $499  $ 399

 SAVE $100

 WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!
 3D 47" Smart LED HDTV!

 $ 1299
 SAVE $150

 P lus M uch, M uch M ore !

 HOT
 BUY!

 HOT
 BUY!

 ELECTRIC FIREPLACE
 WITH REMOTE 

 CONTROL!

 WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!
 HALF-HEX CHERRY 

 CURIO CABINET
 WITH MIRRORED BACK 
 AND GLASS SHELVES!

 WRITING DESK WITH 
 DRAWER!

 HOT
 BUY!

 HOT
 BUY!

 HOT
 BUY!

 YOUR CHOICE!
 TRANSITIONAL QUEEN 

 OR KING BEDROOM !
 Platform Bed, Dresser, Landscape 

 Mirror & Nightstand
 reg. $1299

 WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!
 86" BROWN 

 MICROFIBER SOFA
 WITH REVERSIBLE 

 CHAISE !
 reg. $459

 With 6 Sets of Glasses, HDMI 
 Cable and 1100 Watt 3D Home 

 Theater System
 now only

 42" ROUND (EXTENDS TO 42"X 60)
 PEDESTAL COUNTER 

 TABLE WITH 4 PADDED 
 CHAIRS!

 in Oak or Espresso
 reg. $649

 2 PC SET !
 89" Bonded Leather Sofa 

 & 66" Loveseat with Plush 
 Bonded Leather Pillow 

 Arm Comfort
 reg. $1278

 FINAL WEEKEND!
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BY GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Nebraska
Gov. Dave Heineman signed an
agreement Thursday to open a
trade office in China’s largest city,
saying the $50,000-a-year invest-
ment would help promote the
state to Chinese businesses.

The new office in Shanghai will
push to grow new business rela-
tionships between Nebraska and
China, the world’s second-largest
economy behind the United
States and a major consumer of
Midwestern corn, soybeans and
other produce. The agreement
with the Shanghai Small to
Medium Enterprises Center for In-
ternational Cooperation, a quasi-
governmental Chinese group with
more than 300,000 members fo-
cused on global trade and
investment.

The center “has been friends
with the state for many years,”
Heineman said in a conference
call with reporters. “They’ve been
an outstanding economic devel-
opment partner since 2008, and
they’ve assisted Nebraska with
both of our reverse trade mis-
sions. The Small to Medium En-
terprise Center will be our
strategic partner as we grow
trade and investment in China.”

Nebraska has hosted two re-
verse trade missions since 2008,
inviting business leaders from
China and other nations to sam-
ple the state’s food, energy and
water-technology industries.

Nebraska Economic Develop-
ment Director Catherine Lang
said the state will spend $50,000
annually to maintain the office in
Shanghai, a city of more than 23
million. The office will operate for
at least three years, so Nebraska
officials can evaluate its success.

Heineman is in China this week
on a trade mission with economic
development officials and busi-
ness leaders. Earlier in the week,
he visited the cities of Beijing and
Xi’an and entered Nebraska into a
“sister state” relationship with
the government of Shaanxi, a
province with more than 37 mil-
lion people.

Nebraska has had 29 interna-
tional investments from 12 coun-
tries over the last four years. The
investments totaled nearly $4.2
billion and created more than
1,400 jobs in the state, according
to the governor’s office.

Nebraska also operates a trade
office in Tokyo.

Report: Drought Intensifies In Plains States Drought Worsens In Southeast South Dakota
BROOKINGS (AP) — Drought conditions have eased somewhat in

northeastern South Dakota, but the situation has worsened in some coun-
ties in the southeastern part of the state.

Laura Edwards of the South Dakota State University Extension Service
says this week’s drought report reflects recent rainfall and improving crop
conditions in the northeastern corner of the state. But she says conditions
degraded in Minnehaha, Lincoln and Union counties in the southeast.

According to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor report, about 88 percent
of South Dakota is at some level of drought, with the rest of the state rated
abnormally dry.

Sioux Falls Events Center Name Announced
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — The name of the new Sioux Falls events center

has been unveiled. 
Sioux Falls Mayor Mike Huether announced during a Thursday af-

ternoon news conference that the $115 million events center will be
called the T. Denny Sanford Premier Center.

Sanford Health, First Premier Bank and Premier Bankcard have se-
cured the naming rights for the next 25 years as part of a $20.75 million
deal. 
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