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BEIRUT  — Syria reached out
to its powerful ally Russia on Fri-
day, as senior officials pleaded
with Moscow for financial loans
and supplies of oil products — an
indication that international sanc-
tions are squeezing President
Bashar Assad’s regime. 

The signs of desperation came
as resilient rebels fought regime
forces in the Syrian capital only
two weeks after the government
crushed a revolt there. The re-
newed battles in Damascus show
that Assad’s victories could be
fleeting as armed opposition
groups regroup and resurge.

“The fighting in Damascus
today proves that this revolution
cannot be extinguished,” said ac-
tivist Abu Qais al-Shami. “The
rebels may be forced to retreat
because of the regime’s use of
heavy weaponry but they will al-
ways come back.”

Syria is thought to be burning
quickly through the $17 billion in
foreign reserves that the govern-
ment was believed to have at the
start of Assad’s crackdown on a
popular uprising that erupted in
March 2011. The conflict has
turned into a civil war, and rights
activists estimate more than
19,000 people.

Deputy Prime Minister Qadri
Jamil, who has led a delegation of
several Cabinet ministers to
Moscow over the past few days,
told reporters Friday that they re-
quested a Russian loan to replen-
ish Syria’s hard currency
reserves, which have been de-
pleted by a U.S. and European
Union embargo on Syrian exports. 

He said Damascus also wants
to get diesel oil and other oil
products from Russia in exchange
for crude supplies. 

“We are experiencing short-
ages of diesel oil and gas for heat-
ing purposes,” Syrian Oil Minister
Said Maza Hanidi said in Moscow.
“This unfair blockade has hurt all
layers of the population.”

The Syrian regime has blamed
sanctions for shortages that have
left Syrians across the country
standing in long lines to pay in-
flated prices for cooking gas, fuel,
sugar and other staples.

Syrian officials refused to men-
tion specific figures but said that
deals with Moscow could be final-
ized within weeks. There was no
immediate comment from the
Russian government.

While the Syrian delegation
was holding talks in Moscow, a

squadron of Russian warships
was approaching Syria’s port of
Tartus, the only naval base Russia
has outside the former Soviet
Union. 

Russian news agencies re-
ported that two of the three am-
phibious assault ships will call at
Tartus while the third will cast an-
chor just outside the port. 

They said that each of the
three ships is carrying about 120
marines backed by armored vehi-
cles. It wasn’t immediately clear
whether some of the marines will
stay to protect Tartus. Some Russ-
ian media said the marines were
supposed to ensure a safe evacua-
tion of Russian personnel and
navy equipment from the base if
necessary.

Russia has protected Syria
from U.N. sanctions and contin-
ued to supply it with weapons
throughout the conflict. The
Kremlin, backed by fellow veto-
wielding U.N. Security Council
member China, has blocked any
plans that would call on Assad to
step down.

On Friday, the U.N. General As-
sembly overwhelmingly de-
nounced Syria’s crackdown in a
symbolic effort meant to push the
deadlocked Security Council and
the world at large into action on
stopping the civil war.

Before the vote, Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-Moon accused the Syr-
ian regime of possible war crimes
and drew comparisons between
the failure to act in Syria with the
international community’s failure
to protect people from past geno-
cide in Srebrenica and Rwanda.

“The conflict in Syria is a test
of everything this organization
stands for,” Ban said. “I do not
want today’s United Nations to
fail that test.”

Syrian Ambassador Bashar
Ja’afari called the resolution’s
main sponsors, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar and Bahrain, “despotic
oligarchies.”

“The draft resolution will have
no impact whatsoever. It is a
piece of theater,” he told re-
porters after the vote. And Iran’s
No. 2 ambassador, Eshagh Ale-
habib, called the resolution
“one-sided.”

Assad’s regime stands accused
of a number of massacres in
which hundreds of civilians, in-
cluding women and children, were
killed. The Syrian government
blames gunmen driven by a for-
eign agenda for the killings, but
the U.N. and other witnesses have
confirmed that at least some were
carried out by pro-regime vigi-
lante groups, known as shabiha.

But the recent emergence of
videos showing summary execu-
tions committed by rebel forces
— albeit on a far smaller scale
than the regime’s alleged atroci-
ties — is making it more difficult
for the Syrian opposition to claim
the moral high ground.

With the civil war becoming in-
creasingly vicious, chances for a
diplomatic solution were fading
after the resignation Thursday of
Kofi Annan, the U.N.-Arab League
envoy to Syria. Annan cited divi-
sions within the Security Council
preventing a united approach to
stop the fighting.

The fighting continued Friday
in the country’s two most impor-
tant cities, Aleppo and Damascus.

In Damascus, residents re-
ported loud explosions and
plumes of smoke over the south-
ern edge of the city Friday, as
frightened people stayed at home.

“The bombs are back, I have
been hearing explosions all day,”
a resident of central Damascus
told The Associated Press, asking
to remain anonymous for fear of
reprisals.

Government forces crushed a
rebel assault on Damascus two
weeks ago, but pockets of resist-
ance remain including the south-
ern neighborhood of Tadamon,

where most of Friday’s fighting
took place. 

Late Friday, Syria’s official
news agency SANA said govern-
ment forces had hunted down the
remnants of the “terrorist merce-
naries” — its term for the rebels
— in Tadamon. It said several
were killed and many others
wounded.

Al-Shami and other activists
said troops backed by dozens of
tanks and armored vehicles broke
into Tadamon on Friday evening,
forcing a fresh wave of residents
spilling into nearby areas for
shelter.

Many Damascus residents had
earlier taken refuge in the coun-
try’s largest Palestinian refugee
camp, Yarmouk, where mortar
shells raining down on a crowded
marketplace killed 21 people late
Thursday.

Nevertheless, there were signs
that rebels may be planning an-
other run on Damascus in an ef-
fort to drain the army’s resources
as fighting stretches into its sec-
ond week in Aleppo, 350 kilome-
ters (215 miles) to the north. 

The U.N. peacekeeping chief,
Herve Ladsous, warned of a major
government assault on Aleppo in
the coming days to retake the
rebel-held neighborhoods.
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 ‘Tis the season for 
 coughing, blowing, wheezin’, 
 an’ sneezin’. Or is it?

 Thousands of children 
 (and their parents) in our 

 community seem to be affected by this allergy 
 thing. For those of you who have not been, you are 
 looked upon with envy at this time of year. Millions 
 of hard earned dollars are spent on over-the-
 counter drugs, weekly shots and physician visits. 
 Then there is time-off from school (or work)  and 
 the effect of little Miss Sneezy on the family. The 

 toll from allergies is immense.
 Why is that? What is it that makes one child 

 allergic and another not? After all, we all live on 
 the same planet! The difference is most often 
 seen in how one child’s body is able to adapt 
 and another not. Very simply put, an allergy is 
 the inability of your child’s body to handle 
 something which is in their immediate 
 environment:  Pollen from trees, grasses, 
 flowers, etc. (There are also allergies to drugs, 
 harsh detergents and other agents. These 
 allergies are seen as a protective reaction and 
 are not the type I am discussing today). In other 
 words, your child seems to be very sensitive to 
 the pollen in the air. This is called being 
  hypersensitive.  Think about this for a moment. 
 Something is making your child’s body 

 hypersensitive to a perfectly normal part of the 
 environment! So is the solution to get rid of all 
 the flowers, trees, grasses, etc.?  Or does it make 
 more sense to make your child’s body function 
 normally so it can handle its environment in a 
 normal fashion?

 You may not realize that the thing that runs 
 your child’s body in a perfect manner is the 
 nervous system. As long as it is able to control 
 all functions of the body with  no interference , 
 your child should have the best health possible. 
 If however, there is interference to the normal 
 function of the nervous system, your child’s 
 body will not function properly and will react 
 poorly to pollens, etc. Chiropractors call this 
 interference a   Vertebral Subluxation.   It can be 
 a serious health hazard!  By correcting these 

 Allergies
 vertebral subluxations, your child will have a 
 better chance to successfully deal with allergies. 
 If your child is suffering, call us. We can help!
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Report: Military Brought Prostitutes To Hotel
WASHINGTON (AP) — A dozen U.S. service members brought

women, likely prostitutes, to their hotel rooms in Colombia and also
allowed dogs to soil bed linens and building grounds shortly before
President Barack Obama arrived in the country for an April summit,
according to a military investigation that followed the announcement
of punishments for the men.

The report provided to The Associated Press on Friday revealed
new details about the conduct of the service members in the prosti-
tution scandal that engulfed both military and Secret Service
personnel.

Seven Army soldiers and two Marines have received administra-
tive punishments for what the report described as misconduct con-
sisting “almost exclusively of patronizing prostitutes and adultery.”
Three of the service members have requested courts martial, which
would give them a public trial to contest the punishments.

One Air Force member was reprimanded but cleared of any viola-
tions of the U.S. military code of justice, and final decisions are pend-
ing on two Navy sailors, whose cases remain under legal review.

According to the investigator’s report, the problems involving the
servicemen came to light when hotel staff complained to U.S. offi-
cials that military members had female guests in their rooms after 6
a.m., a violation of hotel policy. They also complained that dog han-
dlers allowed their dogs to sleep in beds, soil hotel linens and soil
other public areas around the building. It’s not clear, the report said,
whether the dog problems were limited to military handlers, but offi-
cials said those issues were corrected right away.

Activists Kissing To Protest Chick-Fil-A 
ATLANTA (AP) — Gay rights activists were kissing at Chick-fil-A

stores across the country Friday, just days after the company set a
sales record when customers flocked to the restaurants to show
support for the fast-food chain president’s opposition to gay
marriage.

Meanwhile, police were investigating graffiti at a Chick-fil-A
restaurant in Southern California. The graffiti on the side of a
restaurant in Torrance said “Tastes like hate” and had a picture of a
cow. No one has been arrested.

The flap began last month when Chick-fil-A president Dan Cathy
told a religious publication that the company backed “the biblical
definition of a family” and later said: “”I think we are inviting God’s
judgment on our nation when we shake our fist at him and say, ‘We
know better than you as to what constitutes a marriage.”’

The statement infuriated gay marriage supporters, who planned
the so-called kiss-in protests. To counter that demonstration, for-
mer Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, a Baptist minister and Fox
News talk show host, declared Wednesday a Chick-fil-A apprecia-
tion day.

The Cathy family has never hid its Southern Baptist faith, even
closing its restaurants on Sundays.

Tropical Storm Ernesto Gains Strength
ROSEAU, Dominica (AP) — Tropical Storm Ernesto is dumping

heavy rain across the eastern Caribbean as it heads west toward
Jamaica and Mexico.

Dominica closed its international airport for a second day on
Friday, while St. Lucia ordered businesses to close for half the day.
A ferry that travels to Guadeloupe, Dominica, Martinique and St.
Lucia also has temporarily suspended service.

No damage or flooding has been reported on islands affected by
the storm. Gusts of up to 63 mph (101 kph) were reported in some
areas.

The National Hurricane Center said Ernesto was located about
210 miles (335 kilometers) west of St. Lucia by late afternoon with
top sustained winds of 50 mph (85 kph).

It is moving at 21 mph (33 kph) and is expected to strengthen
into a hurricane by Monday.
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Syrian Regime Pleads With Russia For Economic Aid


