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that there is room for them to
make opportunities for them-
selves,” he stated. “Yankton has
never shied away from an indi-
vidual that strives to make some-
thing happen with their own
talent and hard work, and our
creative class continues to make
gains in creating the environment
in which the individual and entre-
preneur can succeed.”

While the number of adults
with college degrees has grown
nationally since 1970, the propor-
tion in rural areas has generally
fallen behind that found in more
urban regions.

“One of the problems that
rural areas face is that, in order
to get a college education, young
people often have to leave,” Ju-
dith Stallmann, an economist at
the University of Missouri, told
the Center for Rural Affairs.
“Once you leave, that introduces
you to other opportunities that
you might not have seen had you
not left.”

Though rural areas have fallen
behind with the number of col-
lege graduates, they have kept up
in other ways.

Those with some post-sec-
ondary education but not a col-
lege degree rose from 7.8 percent
in 1970 to 27.4 percent in 2010.
That compares favorably to the
national average of 28.1 percent.

In that category, Yankton
County went from 13.7 percent in
1970 to 27.9 percent in 2010. The
South Dakota average for that
year was 31.2 percent.

Overall, Stallmann says, the

“There are some communities that are doing
things like getting local businesses to put an em-
phasis on hiring local kids who got a college

education.”

JUDITH STALLMANN

Economist at the University of Missouri

trends show that “rural people
have responded to the demand
for increased job skills by in-
creasing their post-secondary ed-
ucation.”

A gap in college graduation
rates between different regions of
the country has also been grow-
ing, according to Mark Partridge,
a rural economist at Ohio State
University.

He told the Center for Rural
Affairs his studies have found
that rural counties and counties
with small cities in the South and
West didn’t fare as well as those
in the Midwest and Northeast in
attracting college graduates.
Even though the Sunbelt has
seen tremendous growth over
the past few decades, the South’s
rural counties haven’t kept up in
terms of attracting adults with
college degrees.

If an area doesn’t have jobs
that require college degrees, that
can lead to a spiral of attracting
less college graduates. That, in
turn, can diminish the chances
that jobs necessitating a college
degree will be created.

Both Stallmann and Partridge
said the data on college education
rates shows them that rural com-
munities should consider the kind
of jobs being created locally.

“There are some communities
that are doing things like getting
local businesses to put an empha-
sis on hiring local kids who got a

college education,” Stallmann
said.

“It really suggests that rural
communities that aren’t thinking
about making themselves attrac-
tive to educated people are really
going to suffer,” Partridge said.

Dellinger said Yankton County
needs to focus on attracting a
labor force with both college de-
grees and a post-secondary edu-
cation but no college degree.

“Surprising to many people,
much of the manufacturing sector
requires at least the aforemen-
tioned educational attainment on
all levels and then some,” he said.

This story was written with
contributions from Bill Bishop
and Roberto Gallardo. Bishop is
co-editor of the Daily Yonder
(www.dailyyonder.com), an online
news publication covering rural
America that is published by the
Center for Rural Strategies. The
Center for Rural Strategies
(www.ruralstrategies.org) is a
nonpartisan, nonprofit organiza-
tion whose mission is to promote
healthy civic discourse about
rural issues. Gallardo is an assis-
tant extension professor at the
Southern Rural Development Cen-
ter at Mississippi State University
(srdc.msstate.edu).

Follow Nathan Johnson on
Twitter at twitter/com/AnInland-
Voyage
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plants and trees will be able to
survive this out,” Ball said. “How-
ever, lots of folks have invested
decades in trees and hate to see
them go.”

Ball noted that the conditions
this summer, coupled with the
warm winter, have led to the
killing of a number of mature pine
trees on properties throughout
the area. The residents there have
grown the trees for decades and
use them as a screen for privacy
from neighbors.

“The drought and hot weather

has been affecting both very old
and very young trees first,” Ball
said. “The young, established and
middle-aged trees have weathered
this pretty well so far.”

Ball added August and Septem-
ber are the most crucial months
for watering trees so they can sur-
vive the winter. He said the
amount of time for watering trees
varies based on the tree and soil.
However, he said generally to
water a tree for about 30 minutes
a day on a lightly misting sprin-
kler or hose.

“When a green ring around the
tree develops, it signals you've
watered your tree just about
right,” he noted.

Ball warned that watering trees
too long can kill a tree. He said if
you dig down about six inches

into the soil and it stays wet, you
should hold off on continuing to
water the tree until it dries up.

“The minute this drought ends
doesn’t necessarily mean that
trees are fine again,” Ball noted.
“Some people might have to spray
their trees next spring in order to
prevent diseases and pests from
recurring.”

He added that SDSU Extension
is trying to get the word out to
people that they need to be water-
ing their trees right now if rain
does not come soon.

“Hopefully this drought will be
a thing of the past and not a con-
tinuing problem,” Ball said.

You can follow Andrew Atwal
on Twitter at twitter.com/an-
drewatwal

WE BUYy GOLD

Tor DOLLAR PAID ON THE SPOT

GOLD ® SILVER ® PLATINUM ® COINS

ESTATE JEWELRY

IT'S SO EASY TO CONVERT YOUR UNWANTED GOLD &

SILVER JEWELRY AND OTHER GOLD ITEMS INTO QUICK

CASH. STOP IN TODAY AND WE'LL APPRAISE AND BUY
YOUR ITEMS ON THE SPOT.

Summer Hours:

Wed-Thurs- Fri - 10:00am-5:30pm

Saturday - 10:00am-4:30pm
or by appointment

midwest 4~ )
GOLD-SILVER

LOCAL DEALER.

2901 Broadway, Suite E

Next to Sears
Yankton, SD 57078

- 609-260-4655

www.midwestgold-silver.com
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Same Low Price!

Per Month
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You Save 33945

(Qver 12 months. Regular price $113.90/mo.)

BASIC CABLE & MiDCONET XSTREAM® WIDEBAND 1.0

e New! TV Everywhere and your wideband
connection let you watch some of your favorite
programming from HBO GO® MAX GO® and
ESPN3 on your PC and select mobile devices
and tablets

e Up to 30 Mbps downloads, up to 5 Mbps
uploads & connectivity for up to 100 devices

o ESPN3 through MidcoNet Xstream®
Wideband 1.0

¢ Free Installation and No Contract

e Qver 75 standard channels and more than
50 in HD, On Demand, HD On Demand,
local sports on Midco Sports Network®
channel and a FREE HD receiver

* Your choice of ANY Premium Movie
Package FREE for 3 Months! HBO® and
Cinemax® include HBO GO® and MAX GO®

HB® HBOGO® I=IH prvedl

starz encore (WIME ==

MAKE A GREAT BUNDLE BETTER!

Upgrade to more widehand performance
with speeds up to 100 Mhps

Upgrade to a DVR for $8/mo. for 12 months
Add a Digital Phone line, just $9.95/mo. for 12 months

1.800.888.1300
Click midcocomm.com

Or visit one of our Customer Service Centers.
Find a location near you at midcocomm.com.

This limited time offer is available to new and qualifying customers adding data, video and/or phone service(s) only. Offer
and services not available in all areas and some restrictions apply. Number of available channels may vary by area. Taxes
and fees not included. Promotional pricing applies to first full month of service after installation. An HDTV, HD Receiver
and HD cabling is required to view HD programming. Customer is responsible for modem purchase or lease required for
MidcoNet Xstream® Wideband Service. Modem lease price is $3/month for standard modem or $5/month for wireless.
Docsis 3.0 modem is required in order to connect multiple devices up to 100. Actual Internet speeds may vary depending
on your computer’s capacity, the amount of devices accessing the Internet at once and web traffic. Speeds may also be
impacted by third party equipment (such as your computer or router). Free installation (reg. $35) is included. Custom Bundling
installation may vary by services selected. Telephone service is subject to Terms and Conditions as outlined on our website
at midcocomm.com. *Each premium package (HBO, Cinemax, Starz/Encore, Showtime/The Movie Channel) are valued at
$16.00 per package/month. The promotional offer is valued at $48 ($16 for 1 premium/month x 3 months). After expiration,
the premium package selected will be billed at a retail rate. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the
property of Home Box Office, Inc. STARZ® and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment,
LLC ©2011 SHOWTIME Networks, Inc. All Rights Reserved. SHOWTIME, THE MOVIE CHANNEL, FLIX and related marks are

trademarks of Showtime Networks, Inc., a CBS Company. Expiration 12/15/12.
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YOU DON'T PLAN ON
AN EMERGENCY.

Beginning Aug. 17, Dr. Mark Ptacek will assume
duties as the Medical Director of the Avera Sacred
Heart Hospital Emergency Department.

Dr. Ptacek, who has been practicing in Holt County,
Neb., for more than 20 vears (and with Avera
Medical Group - O'Neill for the past 10 years),
said he is looking forward to this challenging
new phase in his life. It should be noted that Dr.
Ptacelk is no stranger to the Avera Sacred Heart
Hospital Emergency Department as he has provided
physician coverage there for several years.

Dr. Ptacek is a 1984 graduate of the University of Nebraska Medical Center

School of Medicine. He completed his residency at the United Hospital Center

Family Practice Residency Program in Clarksburg, West Virginia.

QOut of nearly 900 emergency departments surveyed
nationwide, the Avera Sacred Heart Emergency Department
ranked in the top 3% for overall satisfaction and the top 1%

for satisfaction with nursing services. You'll find state-of-the-art

emergency medicine technology, private patient rooms, low

wait times and convenient parking.

Open 24 hours a day - everyday - to take care of
your big and small emergencies.

Averars

Sacred Heart Hospital

501 Summit Street ~ (605) 668-8100
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