
the water or poured water over
my head,” he said. “Occasionally,
I would pull over and jump in the
water to cool off. I also carried a
lot of water.”

Kalch found himself amazed
at the tremendous amount of
wildlife in what he considered an
industrialized nation. He encoun-
tered beaver, raccoon, deer,
moose, antelope, wolverines,
coyotes, wolves and even his
first sighting of buffalo.

His trip through the wild has
included an encounter at a park
that Kalch would rather forget.

“In Montana, a ranger
dropped me off, and a guy re-
ported that he had seen a pack
of wolves. I thought, I don’t want
to see a bloody pack of wolves,”
he said. “But later, I shone my
light and there were four or five
sets of red eyes. They turned out
to be wolves. I went into my tent
and had nothing but my bear
spray. The wolves went away, but
I knew not to keep food near my
tent.”

He also discovered fresh bear
prints and droppings, signs of
other unwelcome visitors.

Kalch found himself in Great
Falls, Mont., on July 2, ready to
continue his trip. Instead, he de-
cided to delay his departure to
enjoy a truly American holiday.

“This is my first visit to the
U.S., and part of the journey is
experiencing the people. I
learned one day before I was to
leave that there was a 4th of July
celebration,” he said. “I stayed
because I wanted to see the pa-
rade, fireworks and concert. In
Australia, we have celebrations,
but not that fervently patriotic.
You had floats, but you also had

tow trucks and even a race car
that were all covered with flags.”

Kalch paddles 12 to 13 hours
a day. He paddled hard for 2 1/2
days from Pierre to Chamberlain,
which he considered 100 river
miles. At Chamberlain, he
crossed paths with Englishman
Dave Cornthwaite, who is swim-
ming the Missouri River for 1,000
miles from Chamberlain to St.
Louis.

Kalch left Chamberlain last
Saturday and arrived in Yankton
on Thursday afternoon. Along
the way, he faced the challenges
of maneuvering through the sedi-
ment and other obstacles.

“There were really marshy,
grassy areas around Running
Water and Niobrara (Neb.),” he
said. “You had to find some sort
of path or channel to paddle
through.”

Upon arriving in Yankton,
Kalch pulled his kayak out of the
water and ran into Yankton na-
tive Brian Foss.

“I figured this was someone
that I wanted to meet,” Foss said.
“I was amazed with him. Initially,
when we met, it didn’t sink in.
Then I went home and looked at
his website and said, ‘This guy’s
for real.’”

Foss took his newfound Aus-
tralian friend to Fleeg’s Riverside
Road House, where the local resi-
dents bought him a ribeye steak
and gave him a souvenir shirt.

Why Fleeg’s? Foss figured
Kalch would enjoy the neighbor-
ing James River, one of the flat-
test rivers in the world.

“It was a true Midwest bar,”
Kalch said. “For me, part of it
was the experience that I would-
n’t get in another country. This
was pure America.”

“Someone even asked me
about Crocodile Dundee,” Kalch
added with a chuckle, referring
to the Australian outback ex-
plorer made famous by Paul
Hogan in the movies.

Kalch said Friday afternoon
that he was looking forward to
the opening night of activities at
Riverboat Days.

“I have a good impression of
Yankton. It has nice shops, and
it’s very entrepreneurial with a
good mix of agriculture and in-
dustry,” he said. “It’s also a nice
place where you can ‘chill.’ I’m
staying for Riverboat Days for
the same reason I stayed for the
4th of July at Great Falls. I think
it’s worth far more to stay an
extra day in Yankton and then
make up for it later.”

Kalch figures he will reach the
Gulf of Mexico by late September,
although he anticipates difficul-
ties as he reaches low water lev-
els and heavy barge traffic. He
also knows that last year’s his-
toric Missouri River flooding has
tremendously changed the chan-
nel and the character of the river
itself.

“The flood wasn’t uniform
down the whole river. I guess
that I will look for the best flow,”
he said. “When you reach a
sharp curve, you run into a fast
flow to the outside.”

As he continues his travels,
Kalch plans to update his web-
site and Twitter only once every
two weeks.

“Things are so different that I
want to cut the cord. I want to
separate myself from my normal
life,” he said. “If I Tweet or up-
date, then I’m not disconnected
from the real world. I could share
some photos of really great sites,
but I want to keep it to myself.”

Globe trotting is nothing new
for the 35-year-old Kalch, who
has explored his native Australia
along with Asia, Africa, South
America and North America. He
has sponsors for trips and also
makes appearances talking about
his experiences.

Over the years, he has guided
sea kayaking and white water
rafting in both Australia and

Africa. He has also led climbs up
Mount Kilimanjaro in Africa, in-
cluding a trip with former tennis
star Martina Navratilova that was
cut short when her lungs filled
with fluid. He also walked the en-
tire length of Iran.

Upon completing his current
journey down the Missouri-Mis-
sissippi river system, Kalch and
his girlfriend — a British diplo-
mat — will move with their chil-
dren to Argentina for four years.

During that time, he looks to use
Argentina as a jumping-off point
for picking up his third river and
continent — the Onyx River in
Antarctica.

“To get to Antarctica, I will
likely need to join a research
crew,” he said. “The Onyx River
itself is only 25 miles long, but
the real challenge is reaching it.”

Despite such hardships, Kalch
said he wouldn’t trade his life for
anything else.

“I tell myself, I could be doing
something different,” he said.
“But there’s nothing else that I
would rather be doing.”

———
For more information on

Kalch’s journey, visit online at
7rivers7continents.com.

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf

www.yanktonmedicalclinic.com

YANKTON MEDICAL CLINIC, P.C. IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE ASSOCIATION OF

Ryan J. Garry, M.D.
Board Eligible in General Surgery
Dr. Garry is a graduate of Sanford School of Medicine of The University of
South Dakota School of Medicine, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He completed
his general surgery residency at Exempla St. Joseph in Denver Colorado and
Iowa Methodist Medical Center in Des Moines, Iowa.

Dr. Garry will perform general surgery procedures such as laparoscopic
hernia, stomach, colon, adrenal and splenectomy surgery; colonoscopies;
esophagogastroduodenoscopy (EGDs); “Painless” hemorrhoid surgery; and
minimally invasive parathyroidectomy.

Dr. Garry joins Drs. Appelwick, Kampshoff and Serck in providing care as a
general surgeon.

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Garry, his wife Kari, and their children,
Regan, Kael and Reese, to Yankton.

Dr. Garry will begin seeing patients at the
Yankton Medical Clinic on August 20, 2012.
For an appointment please call 605-664-2742.

Dr. Garry,
Meet

General Surgeon

So Much Care, So Close to Home.®

 We’ll be at Dakotafest in Mitchell. 
  Stop in & see Jim for more   HUGE  savings. HUGE

 6 MONTHS NO INTEREST
 LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE!   We will meet or beat any advertised price on any new 

 Goodyear, Kelly, Dunlop, and Hankook tire we carry.

 Coupon  Coupon

 Coupon  Coupon

 $ 79 95 $ 79 95 $ 79 95  $ 39 95 $ 39 95 $ 39 95

 $ 21 95 $ 21 95 $ 21 95

 AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION FLUSH SERVICE
 •Replace dirty transmission fluid with 
 fresh ATF • Chemical cleaner removes 
 harful sludge and varnish deposits. • 
 Treatment is added to revialize seals 
 and O Rings. Most Cars.  Please Call For Appointment • Coupon Expires 8-31-12

 COMPUTERIZED ALIGNMENT SPECIAL
 Pot holes can really do a number on 
 your vehicle including throwing off the 
 alignment. Keep your tires lasting 
 longer with a Computerized Alignment 
 from the ASE Experts at Graham Tire!

 Please Call For Appointment • Coupon Expires 8-31-12

 Please Call For Appointment • Coupon Expires 8-31-12

 Graham Tire 
 Automotive Services

 Includes up to 5 qts of Mobil 5W30 or 
 10W30 – Install new oil filter • complete 
 chassis lube (if applicable) – Free vehicle 
 inspection – $1.40 wast disposal fee not 
 included. Mot vehciles. Exlcudes Quick Lubes.

 OIL CHANGE  FREE BRAKE INSPECTION
 Come See Us If:
 • Your brake warning light is on
 • You hear grinding or squeaking
 • You notice a change in braking pressure

 Road Trip Tire Sale Road Trip Tire Sale Road Trip Tire Sale

 August 20-25 August 20-25 August 20-25

 Tires On Sale! Tires On Sale!

 2704 Fox Run Pkwy • Yankton, SD 2704 Fox Run Pkwy • Yankton, SD 2704 Fox Run Pkwy • Yankton, SD

 665-4406 665-4406 665-4406

 UP TO $160 OFF ON SELECT GOODYEAR TIRES

 All Cooper & Goodyear All Cooper & Goodyear

 Well, school is about to 
 start along with the push to 

 have all students vaccinated.  Shortly after this will 
 be the push to have all children receive a flu shot.  At 
 two World Pediatric Conferences,  in Atlanta and 
 Toronto, the issue of Vaccination was thoroughly 
 discussed. Over the next few weeks, I will be writing 
 a series of articles on the vaccine controversy in my 
 Kids-First    column. My articles are well researched, 
 factual, and you are welcome to call our Centre for 
 additional information.

 Vaccination is a very contentious issue. Nothing 

 in science is seen with more religious fervour and 
 zeal.  As a chiropractor who deals mainly with 
 children, and as a father of nine wonderful, 
 unsubluxated, unvaccinated, healthy kids, I have 
 great trepidation concerning this subject. Why am I 
 doing this? Two reasons. First, I am a third 
 generation chiropractor and our knowledge of 
 lifestyle, health, and how the body functions has 
 been practiced for over 80 years.  Second, and most 
 important, my ethics. The information released to 
 parents by health departments is very one sided- 
 there is yet another side that most parents do not 
 hear but should, 

 

 

 

 before  they decide to vaccinate 
 their children.

 Vaccination has been likened to a medical 
 “sacrament” by the late Dr. Robert Mendelson, an 
 outspoken North American pediatrician who has 
 labelled himself as a “medical heretic.”  Vaccination:
 the word itself conjures happy, smiling children 
 lining up to receive their “shot” to keep them ”safe 
 and healthy.” Millions of parents blindly subject 

 their children to this ritual for it apparently 
 bestows “protection” from bugs “out there.” More 
 and more parents, however, along with the 
 scientific and medical community, are beginning to 
 question not only the validity of this protection, 
 but also its efficacy and its risks.

 If you are one who subscribes to the scientific 
 prove-it-to-me-first, random, double-blind, 
 scientific model,  you are in for quite a shock! The 
 theory  of vaccination, and it is only a theory, has 
 never been thoroughly tested and proven. Yet it is 
 a theory that many hold very dear to their hearts. 
 Most of this fervour is the direct result of massive 
 marketing campaigns by the pharmaceutical and 
 medical industry. As a matter of fact, any research 
 being done on vaccines  is funded by the drug 
 industry and there is virtually no research done on 
 vaccine hazzards. Any studies that have been 
 done, do not extend for more than a two-week 
 period. Why? There are billions of dollars at stake. 
 What a shock! As a mater of fact, there is no 

 Vaccination: 
 For Health 
 or Profit?

 Part 1

 system in Canada for reporting vaccine damage 
 and for compensating children who have been 
 damaged by vaccination. 

 In the U.S., any vaccine damage and adverse 
 events are reported to VAERS (Vaccine Adverse 
 Event Reporting System) which then handles such 
 problems. Any damage in Canada is often 
 conveniently dismissed as coincidental, and 
 parents of vaccine damaged children are made to 
 feel guilty, as though it is their fault their child 
 “reacted badly” to a vaccine and is now brain 
 damaged.

 Too bad! I think most parents in our community 
 would find something is very wrong with this.

 I agree. See you in two weeks for Part II.

 Plath Chiropractic & Wellness
 402 E. 3rd Street • Yankton, SD 

 If you need additional information, please 
 call me personally at 605-665-8228 and 
 visit my website: www.plathwellness.com
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BY DIRK LAMMERS
Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS — The South
Dakota Railroad Board is again ac-
cepting proposals from companies
wanting to restore service on an
abandoned railroad line from Platte
to Napa Junction near Yankton. 

The board agreed in 2006 to sell
the state-owned line to Wagner Na-
tive Ethanol for $1.5 million, but
voted earlier this year to accept
new proposals to renovate the line
after the company missed a dead-
line to shore up financing. Board
members in April rejected the sub-
missions from the Napa-Platte Re-
gional Railroad Authority, Wagner
Native Ethanol, Central States Rail
Associates and Dakota Southern
Railway Company.

The new deadline is Oct. 1, and
board members will discuss the
proposals at their mid-October
meeting, said board chairman Chet
Groseclose of Sioux Falls.

“We would like to get something
going down there,” Groseclose said
Thursday. “It does seem like
there’s an opportunity for eco-
nomic development down in that
area.”

South Dakota bought the 82-
mile stretch after the Chicago, Mil-
waukee, St. Paul and Pacific
Railroad, known as the Milwaukee
Road, declared bankruptcy in the
late 1970s. Estimates to restore the
portion were reaching $30 million
and the state doesn’t have the
money to fix it, officials have said. 

At the April meeting, board
members directed the Napa-Platte
Regional Railroad Authority, Wag-
ner Native Ethanol and Dakota
Southern Railway Company to talk
to the state Department of Trans-
portation to address questions and
submit amended proposals. Cen-
tral States, which supported the
Napa-Platte Regional proposal but
requested that it be made operator
of the line, was not asked to
resubmit. 

The board directed Bruce Lind-
holm, the DOT’s program officer

for the office of air, rail and transit,
to work with the groups and seek
some common ground. The groups
indicated they wanted to pursue
proposals on their own, he said.

“They don’t want to work to-
gether,” Lindholm said.

Wagner Native Ethanol in its ini-
tial proposal said it was planning
to build a 50 million gallon per year
ethanol plant, saying that the rail-
road deal would restore rail serv-
ice to elevators in Wagner, Tyndall,
Avon, Tabor and Dante. 

The Dakota Southern proposal
offered to purchase the line for
$2.1 million.

The Napa-Platte Regional pro-
posal was for a 15-year lease on the
rail line from the Napa Junction
west to Wagner, with a request to
allow the line west of Wagner from
Ravinia to Platte to be salvaged.
The proposal would have used the
estimated $180,000 from the rail
and ties as payment on the lease
and to help rebuild the line starting
from the east.

Questions arose on the legality
of whether the state could accept
payment on a lease agreement with
funds raised through the sale of
state-owned property.

Ken Cotton, an attorney for the
authority, said it is seeking its own
proposals with plans to recom-
mend one to the board at the Octo-
ber meeting.

“We hope that there’s enough
interest out there so we can put
something together that’ll be mutu-
ally beneficial to everybody,” Cot-
ton said.

Groseclose said the board has
settled one key issue on the line,
agreeing to retain ownership of a
two-mile stretch of rail where the
line connects to the BNSF line
northwest of Yankton. That deci-
sion will help assure rail access for
a proposed Dakota Plains Ag Cen-
ter grain loading facility at Napa
Junction, he said.

“We’re going to continue that
ownership so we can have some
control over the access to the
line,” Groseclose said.

Railroad Board Again
Seeking Platte-Napa

Proposals


