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Jacks Out To Prove They Are
Better Than 5-6 Finish In ‘11

BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

Though it finished 2011 on a
strong note, the South Dakota
State football team is not satis-
fied.

Coming off a 5-6 mark last sea-
son, 4-4 in the Missouri Valley
Football Conference (MVFC), the
Jackrabbits know exactly what
went wrong, according to head
coach John Stiegelmeier.

“We didn’t come close to play-
ing up to our potential last year,”
Stiegelmeier said in the pre-sea-
son MVFC teleconference. “We
need to eliminate turnovers and
create turnovers; our ratio has
been terrible the last two years.

“When you shoot yourself in
the foot, you don’t know how
good you can be.”

The Jackrabbits ranked sec-
ond-to-last in the conference in
the turnover margin category,
with nine lost fumbles and 17 in-
terceptions — a ratio of minus-8
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Jackrabbits
Football

9/1 @ Kansos 6 pm
9/8  @SE Louisiana 7pm
9/15  UCDavis 2pm
9/22 @ Indiana State  1:05 pm
9/29  Missouri State 6 pm
10/13 Western lllinois 6 pm

10/20
10/27
1173

@ Northern lowa 4 pm
Youngstown State (HC) 2 pm
@ Southern lllinois 2 pm
11/10 @ N. Dakota State 2:30 pm
11/17 South Dakota 2pm
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SOUTH DAKOTA COYOTES: Marcus Sims (32)

‘Swagger’ Returning To USD Football Program
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ranked fourth in
the league in
total offense per
game (370.3),
but came up

there.”

SDSU Foothall Coach

returners on de-
fense for the
Jacks, while
senior Andy
Mink (75 tack-

John Stiegelmeier

seventh in total
defense (405.7).

Sophomore quarterback
Austin Sumner led the confer-
ence and the FCS in passing
yards per game (238.2) as a red-
shirt freshman last season. In
eight games as the starter, Sum-
ner recorded totals of 2,382 yards
through the air and 16 touch-
downs.

The strong season earned him
a captain’s role as a sophomore
— a first for the program,
Stiegelmeier said.

“He is such a mature guy. He
was so mature as a true freshman
as an 18-year-old,” Stiegelmeier
said. “That is not a concern. He’s
got a great arm and a big body.
[t'l be the mental part of the
game; you can be mature, but
you have to make the right deci-

”

les, 7 sacks) an-
chors the line.

In the pre-season MVFC poll,
the Jacks were picked sixth — a
spot that no doubt provides
some motivation, Stiegelmeier
said.

“I'm going to ask each guy to
judge how they felt in their heart,
then we're going to put it away,”
he said. “We're all playing for re-
spect. Every day you line up, it’s
your chance to prove what you
stand for.

“It’s all a T-shirt and a sugar
pill; the whole deal is working
hard and staying focused on your
goals.”

Three of SDSU’s first four
games this season are on the
road, starting with the Sept. 1
opener at Kansas.

You can follow Jeremy Hoeck
on Twitter at twitter.com/jhoeck
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transfers, four from Butler Com-
munity College in Kansas and an-
other (James Caraway) from the
University of Wyoming. Joining
USD are defensive backs Devin
Taverna, D.J. Wakes, Dyllon Knox
and Steve Tellefsen, as well as
linemen Emilous Davis and Dar-
rius McMullin.

“I feel like there’s a little more
camaraderie,” junior linebacker
Tyler Starr said. “We all have the
same goal, to be a shut-down de-
fense, to be one of the best in the
nation. We have high expecta-
tions.

“We're just coming out here
and working at them; something
we haven't had in a while.”

Also new to the fold are three
assistant coaches on the defen-
sive side, led by first-year coordi-
nator and secondary coach
Jason Petrino. He is joined by
Kurt Troutman (defensive line)
and Shane VanDiest (graduate as-

maintain the intensity apparent
Wednesday to every play.

“I don’t know what it was like
here before, but ultimately every
day we want to get better,” he
said. “We want to be successful
on each play. We can’t worry
about a play before, whether it
was good or bad, we have to
focus on the next one.

“It’s all about bringing that en-
ergy and enthusiasm all the
time.”

Sure, there were brief spurts
where frustration boiled over in
early practices, but that might
just be a sign that the energy is
there, head coach Joe Glenn said.

“They’ve got a real good feel
to them,” Glenn said. “They made
great progress since spring. I felt
like they hit a road block later
on, but they’ve gotten better and
better. | feel better about them
every practice.”

“We've got a lot of new peo-

we can improve in.”

Chief among those areas, he
said, are communication and
forcing turnovers.

By number of tacklers, USD
graduated its top three leaders
including two starting lineback-
ers. Back on the line are David
Giese and Jordan Eaton, while
Darius Hogans is the top return-
ing linebacker. Starr, a pre-season
All-American by numerous publi-
cations, will shift from the line to
linebacker.

“There’s always been cliques
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107 Poison Ivy Lane
Yankton, SD 57078
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Scott Cutler, District Sales Manager

Scott.Cutler@usfood.com
www.omaha.usfoodservice.com

TONY ELLIS
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Tony & Donna Ellis

605-665-3720

USED CARS & PICK-UPS
1 3/4 miles East on Hwy 50
1200 Ellis Rd.
Yankton, SD

everybody’s hanging out to-
gether,” Starr said. “When you
have guys working at one goal,
it’s easier.”

That goal, Swift said, is the
post-season.

If the Coyotes are to make the
FCS playoffs in their first year eli-
gible, they would need to win
seven games.

“That’s what we're focused
on,” Swift said.

You can follow Jeremy Hoeck
on Twitter at twitter.com/jhoeck
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WE’RE MORE THAN A GROCERY STORE!

www.unitedbuildingcenters.com
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e Full Service Pharmacy e Post Office e Floral Shop

PUT A SPRING IN YOUR STEP

Fresh air and sunshine - just
what the doctor ordered.

Life insurance shouldn’t wait.

Rhonda L Wesseln, Agent
Bus: 605-665-4411
Corner of 9 & Jackson Sts - Yankton
1 Blk North of Yankton Medical Clinic
www.RhondalnsuresYou.com

Even though life is busy, take
a moment to reflect on what’s
most important. For peace of
mind, protect your family with
State Farm® life insurance.
Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there’

CALL ME TODAY.

If a complex foot or ankle
condition is keeping you from
being active outdoors, we may
have a viable surgical option to
meet your needs.
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Fred Haar Co.

Hwy 50, Yankton - 800-952-2424

Terence Pedersen, DPM

Specializing in:
e Surgery and Reconstruction
e Sprains and tendonitis

Averars

Hwy 81, Freeman - 800-251-6912 * Sports medicine Medical Group ™
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John Deere Sales & Service
huberw@deerequipment.com

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
0901038.1 Bloomington, IL

Call (605) 668-8601 or toll-free (877) 256-8973 to schedule

an appointment and see if surgery is right for you.




