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Congress Shows Few Accomplishments

WASHINGTON (AP) — The accomplishments are few, the
chaos plentiful in the 113th Congress, a discourteous model of
divided government now beginning a five-week break.

“Have senators sit down and shut up, OK?” Senate Major-
ity Leader Harry Reid blurted out on Thursday as lawmakers
milled about noisily at a time Sen. Susan Collins was trying to
speak.

There was political calculation even in that. Democrats
knew the Maine Republican was about rip into her own
party’s leadership, and wanted to make sure her indictment
could be heard.

Across the Capitol, unsteady bookends tell the story of the
House’s first seven months in this two-year term. Internal dis-
sent among Republicans nearly toppled Speaker John
Boehner when lawmakers first convened in January. And lead-
ership’s grip is no surer now: A routine spending bill was
pulled from the floor this week, two days before the month-
long August break, for fear it would fall in a crossfire between
opposing GOP factions.

A few weeks earlier, Boehner suggested a new standard for
Congress. “We should not be judged on how many new laws
we create. We ought to be judged on how many laws that we
repeal,” he said as Republicans voted for the 38th and 39th
time since 2011 to repeal or otherwise neuter the health care
law known as Obamacare.

Senate Bill Presses NSA For Numbers

WASHINGTON (AP) — Exactly how many phone records of
Americans does the National Security Agency collect in its
massive surveillance program?

Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois, the No. 2 Democrat in the Sen-
ate, tucked a provision into the 2014 fiscal year defense
spending bill that would require the NSA to report to Con-
gress — within 90 days after the legislation becomes law — on
the precise number of phone records collected, the total re-
viewed by NSA employees and all bulk collection activities, in-
cluding how much they cost and when they began.

The NSA also would have to provide Congress with a list of
potential terrorist attacks that have been thwarted due to the
information obtained through the sweeping data collection
program.

The Senate Appropriations Committee backed the report
request on Thursday in voting for the overall bill. It first Sen-
ate effort aimed at the program since revelations two months
ago that the NSA was collecting hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans’ phone records as part of an effort to combat terrorism
after the Sept. 11 attacks.

The disclosure has revived the debate — in the nation and
Congress — over whether secret national security programs
encroach on Americans’ privacy rights. Skeptics wary of the
program are pressing for changes though wholesale revisions
are unlikely as surveillance efforts have the strong support of
the Republican and Democratic leaders in the House and Sen-
ate.

Global Travel Alert Issued

BY BRADLEY KLAPPER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
United States issued a global
travel alert Friday, citing an al-
Qaida threat that also caused
the State Department to close
21 embassies and consulates
this weekend in the Muslim
world.

The State Department
warned American citizens of
the potential for terrorism par-
ticularly in the Middle East and
North Africa, with a possible at-
tack occurring or coming from
the Arabian Peninsula.

“Current information sug-
gests that al-Qaida and affili-
ated organizations continue to
plan terrorist attacks both in
the region and beyond, and
that they may focus efforts to
conduct attacks in the period
between now and the end of
August,” the statement said.

It urged American travelers
to take extra precautions when
traveling overseas and sug-
gested they sign up for State
Department alerts and register
with U.S. consulates in the
countries they are visiting.

The alert was posted a day
after the U.S. announced it
would close diplomatic facili-
ties on Sunday because of an
unspecified threat. Spokes-
woman Marie Harf said the de-
partment acted out of an
“abundance of caution” and
that some missions may stay
closed for longer than a day.
Sunday is a business day in
Muslim countries. The diplo-
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matic offices affected stretch
from Mauritania in northwest
Africa to Afghanistan.

Rep. Ed Royce, R-Calif.,
chairman of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, said Friday
the embassy threat was linked
to al-Qaida and focused on the
Middle East and Central Asia.

“We've had a series of
threats,” Royce told reporters.
“In this instance, we can take a
step to better protect our per-
sonnel and, out of an abun-
dance of caution, we should.”
He declined to say if the Na-
tional Security Agency’s much-
debated surveillance program
helped reveal the threat.

Rep. C.A. Dutch Ruppers-
berger of Maryland, the top De-
mocrat on the House
Intelligence panel, also sup-
ported the department’s deci-
sion to go public with its
concerns.

“The most important thing
we have to do is protect Ameri-
can lives,” he said, describing
the threat as “not the regular
chit chat” picked up from
would-be militants on the Inter-
net or elsewhere.

The State Department is-
sued a major warning last year
informing American diplomatic
facilities across the Muslim
world about potential violence
connected to the anniversary
of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

Dozens of American installa-
tions were besieged by protests
over an anti-Islam video made
by an American resident.

In Benghazi, Libya, the U.S.
ambassador and three other
Americans were killed when
militants assaulted a diplo-
matic post, but the administra-
tion no longer says that attack
was related to the demonstra-
tions.

Friday’s alert warned that
al-Qaida or its allies may tar-
get U.S. government or private
American interests. It cited
dangers involved with public
transportation systems and
other prime sites for tourists,
noting that previous terrorist
attacks have centered on sub-
way and rail networks as well
as airplanes and boats.

“U.S. citizens should take
every precaution to be aware
of their surroundings and to
adopt appropriate safety
measures to protect them-
selves when traveling,” the de-
partment said. It
recommended American trav-
eling overseas register with
consular authorities on a
travel registration website.
The alert expires on Aug. 31.

Ruppersberger said the
U.S. has invested greatly in re-
search and protection system
for U.S. embassies and citizens
since the Benghazi attack.

“Intelligence is probably
the best defense against ter-
rorist attacks,” he said. “Intelli-
gence isn’'t always an exact
science, but you have to react
and you have to prepare. So
we put people on notice and
we also put the other side on
notice.”

Rep. Adam Schiff of Califor-
nia, another Democrat on
House intelligence, said he
was briefed on the matter this
week and called the State De-
partment’s decision to close
embassies a “prudent” step.

“T'hope it will be of short
duration,” he said.

US Adds Modest 162K Jobs In July

Egypt: Forces Prep For Demonstrators

CAIRO (AP) — Authorities outlined plans Friday to break
up two sit-ins by supporters of deposed President Mo-
hammed Morsi, saying they would set up a cordon around the
protest sites, and riot police used tear gas to disperse demon-
strators threatening a TV complex.

Morsi backers also showed their defiance by briefly set-
ting up a third camp near the airport, but later folded their

tents and left.

The military-backed interim government seeks to end a po-
litical stalemate that has paralyzed Egypt and deeply divided
the country. Supporters of Morsi and his Muslim Brotherhood
say they will not disperse until he is returned to power.

The second-ranking U.S. diplomat arrived in the Egyptian
capital for talks on the political crisis, as Secretary of State
John Kerry warned both sides that “the last thing we want is

more violence.”

Also Friday, Amnesty International reported cases of al-
leged killings and torture at the hands of Morsi supporters in-
side the protest camps, saying that one man had his throat
cut and another was stabbed to death.

Lawyer: Snowden Has A
Place To Live In Russia

MOSCOW (AP) — National
Security Agency leaker Ed-
ward Snowden has a place to
live in Russia after being
granted temporary asylum,
but he still hasn’t decided
what he wants to do next, his
lawyer said Friday. The big
question may be how much
choice he actually has.

Russia granted a year of
asylum to Snowden on Thurs-
day, allowing him to quietly
slip out of the Moscow air-
port where he had been holed
up for almost six weeks as he
evades charges of espionage
in the United States. Authori-
ties have suggested he will
have wide freedom to work,
but Kremlin watchers believe
his moves are likely being
closely controlled by Russian
intelligence.

Snowden “is in a safe
place,” but the location will
remain secret out of concern
for his security, his lawyer,
Anatoly Kucherena, told Russ-
ian news agencies. The sys-
tems analyst who revealed
himself as the source of re-
ports in the Guardian newspa-
per of a vast U.S. Internet
surveillance program needs
time after his ordeal in air-
port limbo to figure out his
next steps.

He was seen only once in
his weeks in the transit zone
of the Sheremetyevo airport.
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Despite troops of photogra-
phers and reporters camped
out inside and outside the air-
port, no one apparently saw
him leaving, except for some-
one who snapped a photo of
Kucherena talking to blurry
figures who the attorney later
said were Snowden and Sarah
Harrison, a WikiLeaks staffer
who has been advising him.
Kucherena said he expects
Snowden to speak to journal-
ists soon. “As soon as he de-
cides what he will do, I hope
he will announce it himself,”
the ITAR-Tass news agency
quoted the lawyer as saying.

BY CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — The U.S. economy is
steadily adding jobs — just not at a con-
sistently strong pace.

July’s modest gain of 162,000 jobs
was the smallest since March. And most
of the job growth came in lower-paying
industries or part-time work.

The unemployment rate fell from 7.6
percent to a 4 1/2-year low of 7.4 per-
cent, still well above the 5 percent to 6
percent typical of a healthy economy.
The rate fell because more Americans
said they were working, though some
people stopped looking for a job and
were no longer counted as unemployed.

All told, Friday’s report from the
Labor Department pointed to a less-
than-robust job market. It suggested that
the economy’s subpar growth and mod-
est consumer spending are making many
businesses cautious about hiring.

The report is bound to be a key fac-
tor in the Federal Reserve’s decision on
whether to slow its bond purchases in
September, as many economists have
predicted it will do. Some think July’s
weaker hiring could make the Fed hold
off on any pullback in its bond buying,
which has helped keep long-term bor-

rowing costs down.

Friday’s report said employers added
a combined 26,000 fewer jobs in May and
June than the government had previ-
ously estimated. Americans also worked
fewer hours in July, and their average
pay dipped.

For the year, job growth has re-
mained steady. The economy has added
an average of 200,000 jobs a month since
January, though the pace has slowed in
the past three months to 175,000.

Nariman Behravesh, chief economist
at [HS Global Insight, called the employ-
ment report “slightly negative,” in part
because job growth for May and June
was revised down.

Scott Anderson, chief economist at
Bank of the West, said it showed “a
mixed labor market picture of continued
improvement but at a still frustratingly
slow pace.”

The reaction from investors was
muted. Stock averages closed with mod-
est gains. The yield on the 10-year Treas-
ury note fell to 2.6 percent from 2.71
percent — a sign that investors think the
economy remains sluggish and might
need continued help from the Fed.

Beth Ann Bovino, senior economist at
Standard & Poor’s, said she thinks the
Fed will delay any slowdown in its $85
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billion a month in bond purchases.

“September seems very unlikely
now,” she says. “I'm wondering if De-
cember s still in the cards.”

Still, it’s possible that the lower un-
employment rate, along with the hiring
gains over the past year, could convince
the Fed that the job market is strength-
ening consistently. Job growth has
topped 140,000 each month for nearly a
year, and unemployment has steadily de-
clined.

“While July itself was a bit disap-
pointing, the Fed will be looking at the
cumulative improvement,” said Paul
Ashworth, chief U.S. economist at Capi-
tal Economics. “On that score, the unem-
ployment rate has fallen from 8.1
percent last August to 7.4 percent this
July, which is a significant improve-
ment.”

The government uses a survey of
mostly large businesses and government
agencies to determine how many jobs
are added or lost each month. That’s the
survey that produced the gain of 162,000
jobs for July.

It uses a separate survey of house-
holds to calculate the unemployment
rate. That survey captures hiring by com-
panies of all sizes, including small busi-
nesses, new companies, farm workers and
the self-employed.
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Please Help Us Welcome
Micah M. Likness, MD
To Our Community

Dr. Likness completed his bachelors degree at the
University of South Dakota and his medical degree
from the Sanford School of Medicine of the University
of South Dakota. He completed his residency with the
State University of New York. As an Otolaryngologist,
Dr. Likness is seeing patients in the Ear, Nose, &

Throat Associates, RC. office.

Along with Dr. David

Abbott and Dr. Catherine A. Wright, Board Certified
Otolaryngologists, and Audiologists Dr. Beth Beeman
and Dr. Todd Farnham, Dr. Likness joins our health
care team to provide Yankton area residents with the
highest quality of health care for the head and neck

region.

Dr. Likness and his wife, Tabitha and son Grady, are
eager to meet the people of our area. With the
addition of Dr. Likness, patients of Ear, Nose & Throat
Associates, PC. will experience shorter wait times for
appointments with a Doctor of Otolaryngology in the
Yankton office Monday through Friday.

If you suffer from sinus problems, balance disorders,

hearing difficulties,
ailment in the ear, nose or throat area, please call
605-665-0062 to make an

Todd A. Farnham,
Au.D, CCC-A

Dr. Likness.

EAR, NOSE & THROAT

ASSOCIATES, PC. . )
2525 Fox Run Parkway, Suite 101, Yankton - 605-665-0062 - 1-866-665-0062 Dv. Micah M. Likness

sleep apnea, snoring, or any other
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Help is H ear” with
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