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HOVEN SCHOOLS SEEKING K-
12 spec. ed. teacher. Contact
Peggy Petersen, Supt. (605)
948-2252 or at
Peggy.Petersen@kl12.sd.us for
application. Open until filled.
THE DUPREE SCHOOL
DISTRICT is seeking appli-
cations for a HS Math
Instructor (w/wo Head Boys
BB Coach); Base Pay - $34,150
plus signing bonus. Contact
Supt. Lenk at Dupree School
(605) 365-5138.

DOUGLAS COUNTY
COMMISSION is taking appli-
cations for full- time Douglas
County Highway
Superintendent. Must have
valid Class A Driver’s License.
Experience in road/bridge con-
struction/maintenance. For
application contact: Douglas
County Auditor (605) 724-
2423.

CHS MIDWEST
COOPERATIVES is seeking
people interested in an agron-
omy career. Various positions
in central South Dakota avail-
able. Email
Dan.haberling@chsinc.com or
call Midwest Cooperatives
1(800)658-5535.

FOR SALE

TRACTOR GUARD: Prevent
window breakage on tractors,
skid steers, and construction
equipment. 100% visibility.
Two minute installation. All
makes and models. 512-423-
8443 info@usfarminnovations,
or www.tractorguard.com.
NOTICES

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS
statewide for only $150.00. Put
the South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to work
for you today! (25 words for
$150. Each additional word
$5.) Call this newspaper or
800-658-3697 for details.
OTR/DRIVERS

TOUGH ENOUGH TO WEAR
WYLIE? $1000 Flatbed Sign-On
*Home Weekly *Regional.
Dedicated Routes *2500 Miles
Weekly *$50 Tarp Pay (888) 691-
5705 www.drive4dewwylie.com.
DRIVERS WANTED: CDL,
owner operators, freight from
Midwest up to 48 states, home
regularly, newer equipment,
Health, 401K, call Randy, A&A
Express, 800-658-3549.

County
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The 2010 U.S. census lists
the county’s population as
3,431. Only one in four pays
property tax, the county’s lone
source of revenue other than
grants, Kraft said.

“We have 858 taxpayers in
the county,” Kraft said.

One-fourth of Bennett
County is Native American
trust land.

“It's tax exempt,” Kraft said.
“In our case, 45 percent of our
population lives on that land.
They receive services, but they
don'’t contribute to the tax
base.”

Bennett County Auditor
Susan Williams said of the
county’s total 760,960 acres,
190,259 acres are tax-exempt
trust land. An additional 16,555
acres comprise the LaCreek
National Wildlife Refuge, she
said. The federal government
contributes payments in lieu of
taxes to the county for the
wildlife refuge. But these are
less than half what the land
would contribute if it paid
property tax, she said.

“We've been trying to solve
that problem for 20 years,”
said Dale McDonnell, a former
Bennett County commissioner
and former chairman of the
state commissioners’ organiza-
tion. “Nobody listens to us.
We're such a small group.”

This year, Bennett County
collected $2.5 million in prop-
erty tax. Of that, $972,700 went
to the school district, $143,600
to the city of Martin and $1.395
million to the county. The
county’s total budget is $1.4
million, according to Kraft. Of
that, he said, $700,000 is tied
up in public safety expenses.

Three years ago, the county
averaged seven people per day
in jail. Bennett County aver-
ages 25 people per day in jail
at present, he said.

“We have a higher crime
rate per capita than Sioux Falls
does,” Kraft said.

He ties much of the crime
increase to widespread unem-
ployment in Bennett County
and drug and alcohol abuse.

Compounding problems as-
sociated with the cost of crime
is the fact Bennett County has
to send its prisoners to other
counties because its jail closed
about five years ago. Adults go
to the 132-bed Winner Com-
bined Law Enforcement Center
for $50 per day plus trans-
portation to get them there. Ju-
veniles are housed in Rapid
City’s Western South Dakota
Juvenile Services Center for
$225 per day.

“Our jail budget is gone al-
ready for this year,” Kraft said.
“Last year, we overran our
budget by $150,000, and we're
right around there again.”

Bennett County already
has eliminated cost-of-living
raises for employees. It
slashed another $40,000 from
the budget by eliminating tem-
porary employees.

“You run out of money,
what do you do?” Kraft asked.

Nebraska

Tax Study To Examine
Income, Property Taxes

BY GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Lawmakers studying the
state tax system will hear from property- and in-
come-tax experts on Tuesday before they start
traveling Nebraska for public input.

Members of the Legislature’s Tax Moderniza-
tion Committee will join for a work session to con-
tinue work on the tax study, which could lead to
legislation when lawmakers reconvene in January.
The panel is looking to create tax policy that’s
fair, simple and stable, while helping Nebraska
compete with other states. It will also explore
how to keep the system adequate to pay for es-
sential state services.

Seven states have no formal corporate-income
tax, including Nebraska’s neighbors Wyoming and
South Dakota, said David Sjoquist, a corporate in-
come-tax expert at Georgia State University. But
Sjoquist said a corporation leaving either of the
two states for Nebraska was unlikely, because the
borders are rural and most businesses are con-
centrated in Omaha and Lincoln.

Sjoquist, who will speak to lawmakers Tues-
day, said there’s general agreement on sales
taxes, but less common ground in setting the best
corporate income tax policy.

“With the sales tax, you have a general set of
principles about what a good system is,” he said.
“You want a broad tax base, a uniform rate, and
you don’t want to tax business purchases. You
could get almost every economist in the country
to agree to that. But with the corporate income
tax, there’s no gospel of the economists as to
what the best policy is.”

Still, Sjoquist said Nebraska and the nation’s
shift from manufacturing to service-related indus-
tries have helped businesses become more mo-
bile. As a result, he said, businesses may be more
willing to move to states with a more favorable
tax climate.

Nebraska’s personal income tax is roughly in
line with other states, said Georgia State Univer-

sity economist Sally Wallace, who will also give a
presentation to the tax committee.

Wallace, a personal income-tax expert, helped
produce a 1988 study of Nebraska’s tax climate
while at Syracuse University. The report de-
scribed Nebraska'’s tax climate as “sound and rea-
sonably competitive” with nearby states, but
suggested that the state should extend its sales
tax to consumer services.

“Even on the income tax back then, it was a
pretty run-of-the-mill system,” Wallace said.
“Nothing struck me as particularly out-of-whack.”

Lawmakers will hear from University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln economist John Anderson, who
has studied the state’s property tax system.

Property taxes in Nebraska have increased
faster than inflation in part because of cuts in
state aid to local governments, leaving them in
the positions of raising property taxes or cutting
services, said Renee Fry, executive director of the
Lincoln-based OpenSky Policy Institute. Fry said
lawmaker should consider increasing state aid for
K-12 education, which she said would allow local
school districts to reduce property taxes. Fry said
Nebraska ranks 49th nationally in the state aid it
distributes to schools.

Lawmakers on the 14-member Tax Moderniza-
tion Committee are conducting a six-month re-
view of the tax structure, with public hearings
scheduled in Lincoln, Omaha, Scottsbluff, North
Platte and Norfolk. Some committee members
have said the review will look for structural defi-
ciencies in the tax system, but may not lead to
widespread tax cuts.

Gov. Dave Heineman released a proposal last
year to eliminate — or at least reduce — the
state’s income tax. In exchange, the Republican
governor recommended that lawmakers abolish
as much as $2.4 billion in state sales tax exemp-
tions. The plan drew criticism from farm groups,
manufacturers, nonprofits and others that stood
to lose a sales tax break, and Heineman withdrew
the proposals so lawmakers could launch the tax
study.

South Dakota

Weather, Walleye Helping Parks

BY JORDAN STEFFEN
The Daily Republic

PLATTE (AP) — Weather
and walleye fishing are bring-
ing more campers to South
Dakota’s state parks.

Snake Creek, a state Game,
Fish and Parks campground
and recreation area about
eight miles southwest of
Platte, is seeing a boost in
revenue.

Snake Creek District Man-
ager Dave Enke said the park’s
camping is up 7.7 percent in
this year’s first six months
compared to last year. The fa-
cility sold 4,200 camping per-

“I think other areas along
the Missouri River have in-
crease in revenue just be-
cause the fishing has been
phenomenal,” Hofer said.
“North Point Recreation has
seen some of the best fishing
in years.”

North Point, located near
Pickstown, is up 37 percent
on camping permit sales com-
pared to 2012. In 2012, North
Point Recreation Area sold
2,700 camping permits
through June, compared to
3,700 in 2013 for single-night
camping sites.

“One of the huge factors
that revenue is up this year

statewide is we raised the an-
nual park entrance permits
from $28 in 2012 to $30 in
2013,” Hofer said. “We still
have two of our biggest
months of the year in front of
us. As far as use of the state
parks system, summer is just
beginning.”

According to Hofer,
weather will play a strong part
if there is record-breaking rev-
enue for the state park sys-
tems.

“If we have good weather, [
can almost assure you we will
have a record-breaking year,”
he said.
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SD Couple Killed In Motorcycle Crash

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — The South Dakota Highway Patrol
says a Brandon couple on a motorcycle died in a crash with
a minivan in Brookings.

The patrol says 61-year-old Leonard Feltman and 61-year-
old Janis Feltman were killed in the crash Saturday in a two-
lane construction zone along Interstate 29.

Troopers say the motorcycle veered into the path of the
minivan and struck the minivan driven by 60-year-old Lynne
Louise Duin of Estelline.

The patrol says Duin suffered serious but non-life threat-
ening injuries.

City Files Lawsuit To Take Down Signs

GRAND ISLAND, Neb. (AP) — The city of Grand Island has
filed a lawsuit to try to force a man to remove profane, anti-
government signs on his property in the central Nebraska city.

The Grand Island Independent reports that the city filed
complaints Friday against entities registered to Larry
Tourangeau in Hall County District Court.

The signs criticize government officials because they re-
fused to indict a former Tourangeau employee whom
Tourangeau accused of embezzling money. The signs went
up in 2011, and Tourangeau has resisted city efforts to take
them down since.

City officials say the signs were erected without a permit
and violate the city’s litter and offensive substances code.

The city is asking the court to order the signs removed.

SD Joins In Legislative Prayer Case

PIERRE (AP) — Attorney General Marty Jackley says South
Dakota has joined 23 other states to file written arguments in
a Supreme Court case that will determine whether the U.S.
Constitution allows prayers during legislative sessions.

Jackley says the states are challenging a federal appeals
court decision that found a township violated the constitu-
tion by opening each board meeting with a prayer.

The attorney general says all 50 states in some fashion
follow the practice of opening each legislative day with a
prayer. He says the U.S. Supreme Court will determine
whether the constitution allows prayers during legislative
sessions, and what limits might apply to such prayers.

Jackley tells the Argus Leader the case could affect the
South Dakota Legislature and local governments across the
state.

SD Mountain Lion Hunting Season Set

ABERDEEN (AP) — South Dakota wildlife officials have
set the hunting season for mountain lions.

The Aberdeen American News reports that the state
Game, Fish and Parks Commission voted unanimously open
the mountain lion season from Dec. 26 to March 31, 2014.

The 2014 season would allow for a statewide harvest
limit of 75 mountain lions or 50 females. If the limit is not
met by the end of the season, it could be extended by spe-
cial resolution.

A public hearing on the plan is slated Oct. 3-4 in
Spearfish.

The number of mountain lions allowed to be harvested in
2013 was 100, or 70 female cats.

South Dakota hunters last year killed 61 mountain lions,
including 35 female cats. Officials say 4,351 mountain lion li-
censes were issued last season.

11 People Escape Omaha House Fire

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Firefighters say 11 people, includ-
ing nine children, escaped an Omaha house fire unharmed.

Omabha television station WOWT reports that the fire was
reported Friday afternoon.

Officials say the house in north Omaha sustained heavy
smoke and water damage. The American Red Cross is assist-
ing the family until they can get back into their home.

Officials have not said how the fire started.

mits through June this year,
compared to 3,900 by the
same time a year ago.

“Alot of the revenue can
be contributed to the beautiful
spring and summer we have
had this year,” Enke told The
Daily Republic. “If you look
around, everything is still
green and lush, which was cer-
tainly not the case last year.”

Across South Dakota,
state parks and recreation
areas have generated nearly 5
percent more revenue
through June than they did
for the first six months of last
year.

Statewide, camping per-
mits are up 9 percent through
June. This year, the state has
sold 115,000 permits through
June, a jump of 9,000 permits
over the same time last year.

Enke also manages two
other modern campground
areas, Platte Creek Recreation
Area and Buryanek Recre-
ation Area, both of which are
along the Missouri River’s
Lake Francis Case. Enke has
been busy keeping facilities
functional and attractive to
visitors to keep revenue num-
bers growing.

“Last year with the
drought, we stopped mowing
by the third week of June,” he
said, “and this year we are
still mowing every week.”

Snake Creek just installed
new camping cabins, which
fit four people and have air
conditioning and heating.
Enke said it provides more
options than just the tradi-
tional tent campsite or
ground for a camper.

Good fishing on the Mis-
souri has helped attract more
campers to sites, according
to Enke.

Dudley and Nancy Nelson,
of Scotland, visited Snake
Creek Recreation Area earlier
this month to do some fishing
and spend the evening in a
cabin.

“The fishing is what at-
tracts me to Snake Creek, be-
cause it is some of the best
walleye fishing around,” Dud-
ley said. “My wife Nancy and |
just retired, so we are trying
to enjoy the outdoors and
spend time fishing and camp-
ing. The cabins give us the
option to bring our boat out
for the day and have a nice
place to stay.”

The Nelsons, who caught
walleye and bass on their
trip, plan on spending most of
their retired time enjoying the
outdoors of South Dakota.

The strong fishing this year
is one of the biggest reasons
for revenue increase at state
parks, said state Parks and
Recreation Director Doug
Hofer.
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The Physicians and Staff at
Lewis & Clark Specialty Hospital

Welcome

Dr. David J. Abbott
Otolaryngologist

Dr. Micah

M. Likness

to the Yankton area and our hospital!
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Dr. Catherine A. Wright
Otolaryngologist

Dr. Kynan Trail
General Surgery

Micah M. Likness, MD is an
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgeon
specializing in surgical and non-surgical
treatment of the full spectrum of pediatric
and adult disorders of the Ear, Nose, and
Throat - Head and Neck. He graduated
from Sanford School of Medicine of the
University of South Dakota and
completed a five year residency in
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery
at the State University of New York at
Buffalo.

Dr. Likness will begin seeing patients
August 1st at Ear, Nose & Throat
Associates PC, located in the Lewis &
Clark Medical Plaza, 2525 Fox Run
Parkway, Suite #101. Call 605-665-0062
for an appointment.

Special Interests include:

Diagnosis and treatment of disorders in the fields of Sinus and
Rhinology, Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, Pediatrics,
Laryngology, Voice and Swallowing, Thyroid and Parathyroid,

Sleep and Snoring, Facial Trauma,

and Head and Neck.

Dr. Scott Shindler
Podiatry

LEWIS & CLARK

Specialty Hospital

Dr. Kent M. Patrick
Spine

Allergy, Otology and Hearing,
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Dr. William E. Cohen
Interventional Pain Mgmt.
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Dr. Paula Hicks
Ophthalmology
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Dr. Karen Dickes
Ophthalmology

Dr. Joseph Boudreau
Urology
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Dr. Christopher Hathaway
Urology
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Dr. Thomas Posch
Diagnostic Radiology
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2601 Fox Run Parkway, Yankton, SD - www.lewisandclarkspecialty.com

605.665.5100 - toll free 1-866-556-3822
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