
BY JOANN LOVIGLIO
Associated Press

A gunman blasted shots
through the wall of a Penn-
sylvania municipal building
during a meeting on Monday
and then barged into the
meeting room and continued
firing, killing three people,
before he was tackled by a
local official and shot with
his own gun, a witness said.

The shooting, which also
injured some people, hap-
pened shortly before 7:30
p.m. during Ross Township’s
monthly meeting, Monroe
County emergency manage-
ment director Guy Miller
said. The gunman, who ap-
peared to be “shooting ran-
domly,” was captured and
was treated at a hospital,
which was placed on lock-
down, he said. The shooter
later was released into po-
lice custody, said the hospi-
tal, which was treating two
shooting victims.

State police in Lehighton
confirmed the gunman had
been captured but didn’t im-
mediately have details on
the arrest.

The Pocono Record said
one of its reporters was in
the township building and a
gunman armed with a pistol
with a scope shot through a
wall into the meeting, in a

rural area of northeastern
Pennsylvania about 85 miles
north of Philadelphia. 

The reporter, Chris Reber,
told the newspaper that all
he saw was holes go through
the wall, with smoke and
plaster blowing out. He said
he heard automatic gunfire.

“I ran out after the first
round of shooting. I dropped
to the floor. That’s what
everyone did. ... Then it
stopped and I crawled out
the side door,” Reber told
the newspaper, which
posted his account online. “I
was the only person who
crawled out. Everyone got
behind a table. Some of the
supervisors were over on
the side throwing up.”

Reber said a woman
opened a door to the meet-
ing room “and he (the
shooter) was standing there.
A man pushed her aside and
was shot. People were shot
inside the room.”

The shooter returned to
his car and came back inside
with another weapon when a
local official at the meeting
grabbed him, Reber said.

“(West End Open Space
Commission executive direc-
tor) Bernie Kozen was there
tending to the man and he
(the shooter) didn’t see
them,” Reber said. “Bernie
bearhugged him and took
him down. He shot (the
shooter) with his own gun.”

Rep. Matt Cartwright,
who represents the state’s
17th District, said he was
“stunned and appalled at the
atrocities that claimed the
lives of innocent citizens in
Ross Township.” He said he
had heard about what Kozen
did to prevent more blood-
shed.

“Mr. Kozen is a true hero
tonight,” Cartwright said in
an emailed statement.

Authorities initially said
two people had been killed
and three had been injured.
After the third person died,
it was unclear whether that
person had previously been
classified as one of the in-
jured.

Ross Township has about
5,500 residents. According to
its website, the board of su-
pervisors meets at 7 p.m. on
the first Monday of each
month.
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Amazon Founder Buys Washington Post 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jeff Bezos, the Amazon.com

founder who helped bring books into the digital age, is
going after another pillar of “old media”: the newspaper.

Bezos is buying The Washington Post and other news-
papers for $250 million, The Washington Post Co., an-
nounced Monday. Bezos is buying the paper as an
individual. Amazon.com Inc. is not involved.

Washington Post chairman and CEO Donald Graham
called Bezos a “uniquely good new owner.” He said the de-
cision was made after years of newspaper industry chal-
lenges. The company, which owns the Kaplan education
business and several TV stations, will change its name but
didn’t say what the new name will be.

Bezos said in a statement that he understands the
Post’s “critical role” in Washington and said its values
won’t change.

“The paper’s duty will remain to its readers and not to
the private interests of its owners,” Bezos said to Post em-
ployees in a letter distributed to the media. “We will con-
tinue to follow the truth wherever it leads, and we’ll work
hard not to make mistakes. When we do, we will own up to
them quickly and completely.”

Fort Hood Survivors To Face Gunman 
LILLINGTON, N.C. (AP) — Alonzo Lunsford has trouble

getting out of chairs and warns his family to wake him gen-
tly. Kathy Platoni can’t shake the image of the man who died
in a pool of blood at her knees. Shawn Manning still has two
bullets in his body and gets easily unnerved by crowds.

Survivors of the 2009 shooting rampage that claimed the
lives of 13 people at the Fort Hood Army base in Texas fight
these demons daily.

Now after years of delay, they will come face to face with
Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan, the Army psychiatrist who goes on
trial in the attack starting Tuesday. After dismissing his at-
torneys, Hasan got permission to represent himself, putting
him in the unusual position of asking questions of the very
people he admits targeting.

Hasan, a Muslim who argues he was protecting the Tal-
iban from American aggression, was shot by a civilian po-
lice officer and is now in a wheelchair, paralyzed from the
abdomen down.

Manning dreads the courtroom confrontation.

Bulger Lawyer Says Mob Witnesses Lied 
BOSTON (AP) — James “Whitey” Bulger’s lawyers used

their closing arguments Monday to go after three gangsters
who took the stand against the reputed Boston crime boss,
portraying them as pathological liars whose testimony was
bought and paid for by prosecutors.

A federal prosecutor, meanwhile, summed up the gov-
ernment’s case by calling Bulger “one of the most vicious,
violent and calculating criminals ever to walk the streets of
Boston,” and urged the jury to convict him of charges that
include 19 killings committed during the 1970s and ’80s.

The jury is expected to begin deliberating Tuesday in
the racketeering case against the 83-year-old Bulger, whose
16 years on the run exposed the FBI’s corrupt relationship
with its underworld informants.

Bulger’s lawyers attacked the credibility of three key
government witnesses: former hit man John Martorano,
one-time Bulger protege Kevin Weeks and ruthless killer
Stephen “The Rifleman” Flemmi.

Defense attorney J.W. Carney Jr. said the three — all for-
mer Bulger loyalists — decided to “add a little Bulger to
the mix” to almost every crime they were questioned about
so they could get time shaved off their sentences.

Muslims Worldwide Celebrate Ramadan
By The Associated Press

Iranian women place copies of the Quran on their heads
during a religious ceremony at a cemetery outside Tehran.
A Pakistani boy arranges plates of food for the meal that
breaks the day’s fast in Islamabad. Prayers are offered at
mosques from India to Indonesia.

Ramadan, the holiest month on the Muslim calendar,
when the faithful fast from dawn until dusk, comes to an
end this week. Here is a gallery of images from across the
Muslim world during the past month.

More Info Offered On Hit-And-Run Attack
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A man who spent time in jail for

shoplifting in Colorado was in custody Monday for investi-
gation of running down a dozen people along the Venice
Beach boardwalk, including an Italian tourist who was liv-
ing her dream of honeymooning in California.

Little information was released about 38-year-old
Nathan Louis Campbell, who was arrested for investigation
of murder after he walked into a police station several
hours after the rampage and said he was involved. He re-
mained in custody on $1 million bail.

Court records showed Campbell was sentenced to five
days in jail after pleading guilty to shoplifting at a Denver
Pavilions in February 2009. Five months later, he was ac-
cused of trespassing at an outdoor mall in Denver and sen-
tenced to 10 days in jail, the records show.

Campbell lived in Colorado at least as recently as last
year. He was evicted from his apartment in Denver for not
paying $655 in rent in March 2012, records show.

California authorities said no one with his name and
birth date had a state driver’s license.

BY LARA JAKES AND KIMBERLY DOZIER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An intercepted se-
cret message between al-Qaida chief
Ayman al-Zawahri and his deputy in
Yemen about plans for a major terror at-
tack was the trigger that set off the cur-
rent shutdown of many U.S. embassies,
two officials told The Associated Press
on Monday.

A U.S. intelligence official and a
Mideast diplomat said al-Zawahri’s mes-
sage was picked up several weeks ago
and appeared to initially target Yemeni
interests. The threat was expanded to in-
clude American or other Western sites
abroad, officials said, indicating the tar-
get could be a single embassy, a number
of posts or some other site. Lawmakers
have said it was a massive plot in the
final stages, but they have offered no
specifics.  

The intelligence official said the mes-
sage was sent to Nasser al-Wahishi, the
head of the terror network’s organiza-
tion, based in Yemen, known as al-Qaida
in the Arabian Peninsula. 

Both officials spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not au-
thorized to discuss the sensitive issue
publicly. 

American spies and intelligence ana-
lysts on Monday scoured email, phone
calls and radio communications between
al-Qaida operatives in Yemen and the or-
ganization’s senior leaders to determine
the timing and targets of the planned at-
tack.

The call from al-Zawahri, who took
over for Osama bin Laden after U.S. Navy
SEALs killed the al-Qaida leader in May
2011, led the Obama administration to
close diplomatic posts from Mauritania
on Africa’s west coast through the Mid-
dle East to Bangladesh, east of India, and
as far south as Madagascar.

The U.S. did decide to reopen some
posts on Monday, including well-defended
embassies in Kabul, Afghanistan, and
Baghdad.

Authorities in Yemen, meanwhile, re-

leased the names of 25 wanted al-Qaida
suspects and said those people had been
planning terrorist attacks targeting “for-
eign offices and organizations and Yemeni
installations” in the capital Sanaa and
other cities across the country.

The Yemeni government also went on
high alert Monday, stepping up security
at government facilities and checkpoints.

Officials in the U.S. wouldn’t say who
intercepted the initial suspect communi-
cations — the CIA, the National Security
Agency, the Defense Intelligence Agency
or one of the other intelligence agencies
— that kicked off the sweeping pre-emp-
tive closure of U.S. facilities. But an intelli-
gence official said the controversial NSA
programs that gather data on American
phone calls or track Internet communica-
tions with suspected terrorists played no
part in detecting the initial tip. That offi-
cial spoke on condition of anonymity be-
cause the official was not authorized to
discuss the spying publicly.

Once the plot was detected, NSA ana-
lysts could use the programs that leaker
Edward Snowden revealed to determine
whom the plotters may have contacted
around the world. Snowden revealed one
program that collected telephone data

such as the numbers called and the du-
ration of calls on U.S. telephone net-
works. Another program searched global
Internet usage. Therefore, if a new name
was detected in the initial chatter, the
name or phone number of that person
could be run through the NSA databases
to see whom he called or what websites
or emails he visited.

The surveillance is part of the contin-
uing effort to track the spread of al-
Qaida from its birthplace in Afghanistan
and Pakistan to countries where govern-
ments and security forces are weaker
and less welcoming to the U.S. or harder
for American counterterrorist forces to
penetrate — such as Syria, Iraq, Somalia,
Mali and Libya — as well as Yemen, al-
ready home to al-Qaida’s most danger-
ous affiliate, al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula, which is headed by al-
Wahishi.

AQAP also has been blamed for the
foiled Christmas Day 2009 effort to bomb
an airliner over Detroit and the explo-
sives-laden parcels intercepted the fol-
lowing year aboard cargo flights. The
CIA and Pentagon jointly run drone tar-
geting of al-Qaida in Yemen. 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — The U.S.
State Department closed its embassies
in four sub-Saharan African nations as
part of a heightened security alert, days
before the 15th anniversary of al-Qaida’s
bombings of American diplomatic mis-
sions in Kenya and Tanzania.

Those two embassies targeted in the
Aug. 7, 1998, attacks were rebuilt as
more heavily fortified structures away
from populated areas where they would
be less vulnerable to attack. Those em-
bassies remain open, but the diplomatic
missions in Rwanda and Burundi, small
countries which border Tanzania to the
west, and the island nations of Madagas-
car and Mauritius were ordered closed.

The State Department has shut down
U.S. facilities in countries including

Egypt, Jordan, Libya, Yemen, Saudi Ara-
bia and Kuwait until Aug. 10. U.S. diplo-
matic posts in 19 cities, including the
four in sub-Saharan Africa, will be
closed through the end of the week.

U.S. officials gave no hint as to why
the four U.S. embassies in sub-Saharan
Africa were closed. None of the four is
known for high-level terror threats. A
State Department spokeswoman for
Africa didn’t respond to an email query.

But al-Qaida operatives remain in
East Africa, and one Africa expert noted
that Burundi and Rwanda each have an
older U.S. Embassy building that is less
secure than newer embassies, such as
those built far off the road in Tanzania
and Kenya.

More Embassies Are Added To Closures

Al-Qaida Chief’s Message
Led To Embassy Closures

GOP Wants NBC,
CNN To Cancel

Clinton Programs 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The

Republican National Commit-
tee charged Monday that NBC
and CNN are promoting a po-
tential presidential candidacy
by Hillary Rodham Clinton,
threatening to blackball them
from future GOP primary de-
bates if they air upcoming pro-
grams on the former secretary
of state.

RNC chairman Reince
Priebus called a planned NBC
miniseries on Clinton and a
CNN documentary on the first
lady an “extended commercial”
for a future Clinton presiden-
tial campaign. In separate let-
ters to the networks, he urged
them to cancel “this political
ad masquerading as an unbi-
ased production.”

Clinton has not yet said
whether she’ll run for presi-
dent again in 2016 but her fu-
ture remains the subject of
wide speculation in political
circles and beyond. The pri-
mary debates typically provide
a ratings boost for the net-
works and are highly-coveted
as the presidential campaign
unfolds.

In making the charge, the
RNC was raising a common
complaint among Republican
activists that news and enter-
tainment industries favor Dem-
ocratic candidates.

3 Shot Dead At Pennsylvania Meeting


