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Expos Open State Baseball Today
BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK
james.cimburek@yankton.net

A white patch with the number “45”
adorns the right shoulder of the Wynot
Expos’ blue jerseys, in homage to their
fallen leader, Terry Foxhoven, who lost
his battle with cancer during the off-sea-
son.

The Expos (16-10) would like to
honor their former manager with a “5,”
as in five wins and a state amateur base-
ball title.

Wynot begins play in the South
Dakota Class B Amateur Baseball Tour-
nament today (Wednesday) at Sioux
Falls Stadium, a 6 p.m. start against
Wessington Springs in the first of 16
first-round games over five days. For the
Expos, playing first is a fortunate break,
according to player/manager Lee
Heimes

“It’s better for us to play right away,”
he said. “It gives more of a break for our
pitchers. It allows us to stretch out our
pitching.”

To put the schedule in perspective, if
Wynot were to advance to the final, it

would play five games in 12 days. If
Tabor, which plays the second-to-last
first-round game, were to advance to the
final, it would play five games in eight
days.

The Expos have relied on a trio of
starting pitchers for much of the sea-
son: Eric Hames (3-3), Brett Wiebelhaus
(4-0) and Scott Morrison (5-2). Lee
Heimes (2-0) has also pitched in relief,
including an extended stint in the
Expos’ state-qualifying victory over
Irene last Thursday.

“Eric is a competitor with a strong
arm and good endurance,” Heimes said.
“Scott and Brett have both stepped up
and been competitive this year.”

Shortstop Matt Hames (.472) has im-
proved from scrappy leadoff hitter to
go-to performer, according to Heimes.

“Matt Hames has hit the ball in the
clutch this year,” he said. “Everyone
else has stepped up and taken on their
roles.”

Lee Heimes continues to be a strong
presence in the Wynot lineup, batting
.425. Scott Heine (.303) and Chase Rolfes
(.337) have also hit well.

One thing that has helped the transi-
tion, according to Morrison, is Lee
Heimes’ leadership and the team unity.

“When Terry was struggling, then
passed away, there wasn’t a guy that
wasn’t there. He was a pretty important
guy to us,” Morrison said. “We’ve had
some ups and downs, but Lee has made
sure everyone’s picking one another up.

“We’re playing for one goal, playing
in Terry’s honor.”

Foxhoven’s family has also helped
the team move on, Morrison said.

“Some of the biggest supporters of
the team have been Terry’s wife, Joan,
and son Scott,” he said. “It’s been great
to see them still at the field, still sup-
porting what Terry loved.”

Heimes sees a solid offensive team in
Wessington Springs.

“I know they can hit the ball out
there,” he said. “But I don’t know how
deep their pitching is. We’ll find out
when we play them.”

For the Expos to make a long run in
Sioux Falls, they will need to play the
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Wynot shortstop Matt Hames follows through on a swing during the
Expos' state-qualifying victory in the District 6B Amateur Baseball
Tournament. The Expos play the first game of the S.D. State Ama-
teur Baseball Tournament today (Wednesday) at 6 p.m. against
Wessington Springs.EXPOS | PAGE 9 

JEREMY HOECK/P&D
Senior defensive back transfer Jarrid Bryant, left, listens to USD defensive coordinator Jason Petrino, center, during Monday's football practice at the DakotaDome in
Vermillion. Bryant transferred to USD from Arizona State, where he spent the past four years.
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DB Transfer Adjusts To South Dakota
BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

VERMILLION — Jarrid
Bryant’s path to the Univer-
sity of South Dakota has
criss-crossed the country,
from California, to Connecti-
cut, to Arizona and now
South Dakota.

The 6-foot-4 defensive
back transferred to USD from
Arizona State, where he spent
four years with the Pac-12
Conference program and
earned his Bachelor’s degree.
He began his college career
as a wide receiver, but moved
to the defensive side last
year.

Bryant, a native of Co-
rona, Calif., benefited from an
NCAA rule that allows excep-
tions for graduate students to
play right away, avoiding the
‘must-sit-out-a-year’
headaches that comes with
transferring.

The rule dictates that a
player who has already re-
ceived his undergraduate de-
gree, has to enroll in a
graduate program that their
previous school did not offer.
The rule was made famous
by Russell Wilson, who left
North Carolina State for Wis-
consin and led the Badgers to

the Rose Bowl — where they
lost to Oregon.

Bryant, who will attend
graduate school this fall, will
have one season of eligibility
with the Coyotes. He spoke
with the Press & Dakotan fol-
lowing Monday’s first fall
practice.

What brought you here?
Basically I was a guy who

wanted to play. There were
circumstances and things
that happened along the way
that prevented me from being
on the field, but when I de-
cided I was going to leave for
my senior year, I got in touch
with (defensive) coach
(Jason) Petrino. He said some
good things; everything I
wanted to hear, pretty much.
It was pretty much a no-
brainer for me.

Did they welcome you
with open arms, saying
‘We’ve got a spot for you’?

Not necessarily like that,
but more so that opportuni-
ties will be there for that
spot. I’m starting with the
twos (second string) right
now, but I’m not necessarily
worried or anything. If I come
in and do what I’m supposed
to do, I’ll be fine.

Coming from big-time
Arizona State to small-town
Vermillion, South Dakota,
was probably a big culture
shock.

Yeah, it is (laughs). I went
to a prep school in Connecti-
cut for three years, so I’ve
seen something different.
Being in the country as op-
posed to being in a big city
right next to Phoenix, it’s OK.
At the same time, I really did-
n’t care, I wanted to play ball.
I didn’t care where I went. I
thought, ‘I’ll come here, all
the way up to South Dakota.’

I imagine the Dakota-
Dome was a nice attraction?

Definitely. When I came on
my visit, the facilities were
better than I thought they
would be. I came in, with a
clear mind, not knowing what
to expect. I know they don’t
show South Dakota on TV a
whole lot, so I didn’t know
what I was getting myself
into. I like it so far, I really do.

Did USD struggling last
year come into your mind,
that you could help a pro-
gram turn the page?

I knew corner was a spot JEREMY HOECK/P&D
Senior defensive back transfer Jarrid Bryant awaits a drill dur-
ing Monday's first football practice at the DakotaDome.BRYANT | PAGE 9 

BY DAVE CAMPBELL
AP Pro Football Writer

MANKATO, Minn. (AP) —
Cordarrelle Patterson and fel-
low rookie wide receiver
Adam Thielen are training
camp roommates with the
Minnesota Vikings. 

Patterson was a first-
round draft selection from
Tennessee, a player the
Vikings coveted enough to
trade four lower picks to
move up and get. Thielen
came from Division II Min-
nesota State and didn’t land
on the roster until after a
weekend minicamp.

But Patterson hasn’t
bought into the notion his
new buddy has a lesser
stature because he’s from a
small school and working
without a guaranteed con-
tract.

“I love him to death, not
only as a teammate but as a
friend. I hope he makes this
team. He’s a great guy,” Pat-
terson said. “I could see him
playing with me. If he
would’ve come to Tennessee,
he was guaranteed to play
there.”

Minnesota State was Thie-
len’s only scholarship option
out of Detroit Lakes, Minn.,
where he grew up rooting for
the Vikings and trying to imi-
tate Pro Football Hall of Fame
wide receiver Cris Carter’s
tiptoe sideline catches in his
backyard. He wasn’t even
sure he’d pick football over
basketball when mulling his
college choices.

But after a standout ca-
reer with the Mavericks and
some speedy sprints in front
of NFL scouts during the off-
season, Thielen wound up at
the rookie minicamp with the
Vikings, with dozens of other
hopefuls.

“I was just going out there
with a mindset to show that I
belonged here. I had total
confidence in myself that I
was good enough,” Thielen
said. “I just wanted to prove
that to the coaches and put it
on their belts and see what
happens.”

Now he’s trying to make
the team. Veterans Greg Jen-
nings, Jerome Simpson and
Jarius Wright are locks, along
with Patterson. So Thielen is
vying with Stephen Burton
and converted quarterback
Joe Webb, among others, for
what’s probably the last spot
on the 53-man roster. The
practice squad also is an op-
tion.

“He’s fast. He’s got good
routes. Everything about him
is smooth,” Patterson said.

Thielen has the benefit of
running around on the same
fields he practiced on in col-
lege. Mankato has been the
camp home of the Vikings for
48 years, and Thielen used to
watch Percy Harvin and Sid-
ney Rice go through drills
and take back what he
learned to the Mavericks. 

Now after workouts, he’ll
walk by the office of Min-
nesota State coach Aaron
Keen and tell him how the
day went. Another former
Mavericks wide receiver,
LaMark Brown, is also in
camp.

“I wouldn’t want to be an-
other place,” Thielen said.
“This is awesome.” 

His route running ability
has helped him stand out.

“He makes some spectacu-
lar catches,” said offensive
coordinator Bill Musgrave.
“We have seen good things.”

Thielen had 74 receptions
for 1,176 yards and eight
touchdowns as a senior last

WR Thielen On
Rise Despite D2

Background
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Florida HS Association Taking Hard Look At PEDs
MIAMI (AP) — The Florida High

School Athletic Association will review
its policies on performance-enhancing
drugs following an allegation that its
athletes were among the customers of
the shuttered clinic at the center of the
baseball scandal.

The FHSAA said it has no proof to
substantiate the claims of former Bio-
genesis employee Porter Fischer, who
has told The Associated Press and
other media outlets in recent days that
he saw the clinic’s operator give PEDs
to high school players.

But, as the state association sees it,
even the mere suggestion that young-
sters are involved with PEDs is reason
enough to act.

“It’s an issue that we have to ad-
dress head-on,” said Florida Sen. Bill
Monford, a former school principal
and superintendent. “And quite
frankly, in my opinion, this is not a fin-
ger-pointing exercise. It’s truly an ac-

knowledgment that we’ve got a prob-
lem and we also have a responsibility
to address this issue. And we have to
address it with vigor because if we
don’t, the lives of many of our student-
athletes ... can be so negatively im-
pacted.”

The announcement came one day
after Major League Baseball disci-
plined 13 players, including Alex Ro-
driguez of the New York Yankees, for
having ties to Biogenesis, a clinic ac-
cused of distributing banned perform-
ance enhancers.

Fischer has said that the clinic’s op-
erator, Anthony Bosch, sold PEDs to a
number of high school athletes, and
that he came forward with those alle-
gations with hopes that law enforce-
ment would take a deeper look into
what the clinic did before its doors
closed.

The FHSAA said it read those
claims, and the association’s director

called them “a wake-up call.”
“We have received no proof or no

evidence,” said Dr. Roger Dearing, the
FHSAA’s director. “We don’t know if the
NFL or the NBA or the baseball league
has, but it’s obvious to us that through
the news coverage that there is an
issue with the Biogenesis lab in South
Florida.”

Rodriguez, who is appealing base-
ball’s ruling, was suspended for 211
games for what baseball said were his
links to Biogenesis. His high school
coach, Rich Hofman, said he was disap-
pointed but not necessarily surprised
when he heard allegations of high
schoolers getting PEDs from the clinic.

“People will do anything today to
get an edge, even on this level,” Hof-
man said. “There’s so much money in
this game and people’s eyes are so big.
... You can do all the talking you want,
you can put in all the legislation you
want, but there will always be people

trying to get an edge. Somebody is out
there and if there’s a way, they’re going
to try to beat the system.”

It’s unclear what will actually hap-
pen through this review, or how school
districts could fund additional testing
of athletes.

In 2004, a state lawmaker proposed
that Florida’s schools, as a condition of
their membership in the state athletic
association, test athletes randomly for
steroids. A pilot program started about
three years later, with more than 500
tests turning up just one positive re-
sult for steroids. But steroid testing
alone is cost-prohibitive for many
school districts. More sophisticated
tests, such as ones to detect HGH, are
even more expensive.

Still, Florida wants its athletes to at
least be better educated on the dan-
gers.

“Quite frankly, it’s a problem that
must be dealt with,” Dearing said.


