
BAGHDAD (AP) — Three
blasts including a suicide
bomb in a cafe killed 26 people
in central and western Iraq on
Monday evening, officials said.
They were the latest attacks in
a months-long surge of vio-
lence.

In the deadliest of the
blasts, a suicide bomber deto-
nated his explosive belt inside
a cafe in Balad, 80 kilometers
(60 miles) north of Baghdad,
killing 15 people and wounding
another 30, police said. Mili-
tants frequently attack Shiite
civilian targets to undermine
the government.

About two hours later, six
people were killed and 17 oth-
ers wounded in a bomb explo-
sion near a restaurant in the
city of Baqouba, 60 kilometers
(35 miles) northeast of Bagh-
dad.

Late at night, a suicide car
bomber drove his vehicle into
an army checkpoint near the
city of Fallujah, killing five sol-
diers, said police officials. Fal-

lujah, a former al-Qaida strong-
hold, is 65 kilometers (40
miles) west of Baghdad.

Medical officials in a nearby
hospital confirmed the casu-
alty figures. All officials spoke
on condition of anonymity as
they were not authorized to
talk to journalists.

The latest surge in violence
has raised fears that Iraq could
be returning to widespread
sectarian killings similar to
those that brought the country

to the edge of civil war in 2006
and 2007.

Meanwhile, Al-Qaida’s
branch in Iraq claimed respon-
sibility for attacks that killed 69
people during the Muslim holi-
day following the end of the
holy month of Ramadan.

Last Saturday’s attacks tar-
geted mostly cafes and busy
marketplaces. They were part
of a wave of bloodshed that has
swept Iraq since April, killing
more than 3,000 people and

worsening already strained ties
between Iraq’s Sunni minority
and the Shiite-led government.

The Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant — as Iraq’s al-
Qaida affiliate is known — said
in a statement on the Internet
that the bombings were in re-
taliation for the arrests of hun-
dreds of Muslims by Iraqi
security forces.
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Man Suspected Of Abduction Fired Rifle
SAN DIEGO (AP) — California authorities say a man sus-

pected of abducting a 16-year-old family friend after killing her
mother and younger brother opened fire once or twice with a
rifle before he was killed by FBI gunfire in the Idaho wilder-
ness.

San Diego County Sheriff Bill Gore said Monday that Han-
nah Anderson was under “extreme duress” from the time she
abducted. She didn’t learn that her mother and brother were
killed until she was rescued Saturday.

Gore says the girl is recovering with family in San Diego.
Hannah’s father, Brett Anderson, says his daughter faces a

long recovery. He thanked the horseback riders who reported
seeing them to the authorities.

Former Boston Mob Boss Convicted
BOSTON (AP) — James “Whitey” Bulger, the feared Boston

mob boss who became one of the nation’s most-wanted fugi-
tives, was convicted Monday in a string of 11 killings and
dozens of other gangland crimes, many of them committed
while he was said to be an FBI informant.

Bulger, 83, stood silently and showed no reaction to ver-
dict, which brought to a close a case that not only transfixed
the city with its grisly violence but exposed corruption inside
the Boston FBI and an overly cozy relationship between the
bureau and its underworld snitches.

Bulger was charged primarily with racketeering, which
listed 33 criminal acts — among them, 19 murders that he al-
legedly helped orchestrate or carried out himself during the
1970s and ‘80s while he led the Winter Hill Gang, Boston’s
ruthless Irish mob.

After 4 1/2 days of deliberations, the federal jury decided
he took part in 11 of those murders, along with nearly all the
other crimes on the list, including acts of extortion, money-
laundering and drug dealing. He was also found guilty of 30
other offenses, including possession of machine guns.

Bulger could get life in prison at sentencing Nov. 13. But
given his age, even a modest term could amount to a life sen-
tence for the slightly stooped, white-bearded Bulger.

Judges Rules Against NYC Policy  
NEW YORK (AP) — The nation’s largest police department

illegally and systematically singled out large numbers of blacks
and Hispanics under its controversial stop-and-frisk policy, a
federal judge ruled Monday while appointing an independent
monitor to oversee major changes, including body cameras on
some officers.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg said he would appeal the ruling,
which was a stinging rebuke to a policy he and the New York
Police Department have defended as a life-saving, crime-fighting
tool that helped lead the city to historic crime lows. The legal
outcome could affect how and whether other cities employ the
tactic.

“The city’s highest officials have turned a blind eye to the
evidence that officers are conducting stops in a racially discrim-
inatory manner,” U.S. District Judge Shira Scheindlin wrote in
her ruling. “In their zeal to defend a policy that they believe to
be effective, they have willfully ignored overwhelming proof
that the policy of targeting ‘the right people’ is racially discrimi-
natory.”

Stop-and-frisk has been around for decades in some form,
but recorded stops increased dramatically under the
Bloomberg administration to an all-time high in 2011 of 684,330,
mostly of black and Hispanic men. The lawsuit was filed in 2004
by four men, all minorities, and became a class-action case.

About half the people who are stopped are subject only to
questioning. Others have their bag or backpack searched, and
sometimes police conduct a full pat-down. Only 10 percent of
all stops result in arrest, and a weapon is recovered a small
fraction of the time.

Kerry: Settlements Won’t Derail Talks
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — U.S. Secretary of State John

Kerry said Monday the recent flap over Israeli settlement an-
nouncements likely won’t derail Mideast peace talks, which
are scheduled to resume this week.

Kerry said at a news conference Monday in Bogota that he
has talked about the announcements with the top Israeli nego-
tiator. He is also trying to reach Israel Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, who is recovering from hernia surgery.

A State Department spokeswoman in Washington, Marie
Harf, said that the U.S. had expressed its “serious concerns”
about the announcement Sunday that Israel had approved
building nearly 1,200 more settlement homes Sunday — the
third in a week. It fueled Palestinian fears of a new Israeli con-
struction spurt under the cover of U.S.-sponsored negotia-
tions.

Top U.S. negotiator Martin Indyk has arrived in the region
for talks that begin on Wednesday. Palestinian officials already
have complained about the settlement announcement, even as
Israel released more than 100 Palestinian convicts as part of
the deal to resume peace talks.

BY PETE YOST AND PAUL ELIAS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Attorney General
Eric Holder announced a major shift
Monday in federal sentencing policies,
targeting long mandatory terms that he
said have flooded the nation’s prisons
with low-level drug offenders and di-
verted crime-fighting dollars that could
be far better spent.

If Holder’s policies are implemented
aggressively, they could mark one of the
most significant changes in the way the
federal criminal justice system handles
drug cases since the government de-
clared a war on drugs in the 1980s

As a first step, Holder has instructed
federal prosecutors to stop charging
many nonviolent drug defendants with
offenses that carry mandatory minimum
sentences. His next step will be working
with a bipartisan group in Congress to
give judges greater discretion in sentenc-
ing.

“We will start by fundamentally re-
thinking the notion of mandatory mini-
mum sentences for drug-related
crimes,” Holder told the American Bar
Association in San Francisco.

There are currently more than
219,000 federal inmates, and the pris-
ons are operating at nearly 40 percent
above capacity. Holder said the prison
population “has grown at an astonish-
ing rate — by almost 800 percent” since
1980. Almost half the inmates are serv-
ing time for drug-related crimes.

The speech drew widespread praise,
including from some of the people
Holder will need most — Democrats
and Republicans on Capitol Hill.

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., said he is en-
couraged by the Obama administra-
tion’s view that mandatory minimum
sentences for non-violent offenders pro-
mote injustice and do not serve public
safety. Paul and Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt.,

have introduced legislation to grant fed-
eral judges greater flexibility in sentenc-
ing. Leahy commended Holder for his
efforts on the issue and said his com-
mittee will hold a hearing on the bill
next month.

Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., the No. 2 De-
mocrat in the Senate, said he looked
forward to working on the issue with
Holder and senators of both parties.

But support was not universal.
House Judiciary Committee Chairman
Bob Goodlatte, R-Va., said Holder “can-
not unilaterally ignore the laws or the
limits on his executive powers. While
the attorney general has the ability to
use prosecutorial discretion in individ-
ual cases, that authority does not ex-
tend to entire categories of people.”

Sen. Chuck Grassley of Iowa, top Re-
publican on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, said whether the law needs to
be changed should be decided by the
Congress, along with the president. 

Idaho Fires
Force Many
To Evacuate
PINE, Idaho (AP) — Firefighting planes

dropped retardant and ground crews
trailed water hoses Monday to keep a
fast-moving and unpredictable wildfire
from scorching homes in a remote Idaho
hamlet, where residents have been evac-
uated ahead of a big blaze for a second
straight year.

Thunder and lightning storms have
sparked dozens of wildfires across the
West in recent days, sending fire crews
scrambling, threatening communities and
impairing air quality in some areas.

Near the central Idaho community of
Pine, the lightning-sparked Elk Complex
Fire had burned 141 square miles of sage
brush, grass and pine trees in rugged,
mountainous terrain. A few miles to the
south, another big fire, the Pony Com-
plex, had burned nearly 225 square miles
of ground amid escalating winds and tem-
peratures.

Pine and neighboring Featherville
were under mandatory evacuation orders
Monday, a day after Elmore County sher-
iff’s deputies went from house to house,
knocking on doors to alert residents to
clear out of the area.

But some people, including Pine resi-
dent Butch Glinesky, opted to stay and
watch over their property in this vaca-
tion area some 50 miles east of Boise.

“As much as they say we need to be
out, I think we can always offer some-
thing,” Glinesky said, watching as a crew
from Colorado set up structure protec-
tion in his yard. “It’s just, you know the
area.”

Residents’ insistence on staying
wasn’t generally welcomed by federal of-
ficials, who expressed concerns about
added traffic on the roads.

“People have a false sense of secu-
rity,” Boise National Forest District
Ranger Stephaney Church told The Asso-
ciated Press. “We can’t do our job when
they refuse to leave and we’re diverting
resources” to get them out of their
houses.

CLERMONT, Fla. (AP) — It sounded
like a thunderstorm as windows broke
and the ground shook, but vacations
who were awakened from their rooms at
a villa near Orlando soon realized that
the building was starting to collapse —
parts of it swallowed by a 100-foot sink-
hole that also endangered two neighbor-
ing resort buildings.

By early Monday, nearly a third of
the structure at Summer Bay Resort had
collapsed. All 105 guests staying in the
villa were evacuated, as were those in
the neighboring buildings. No injuries
were reported. The villa, with 24 three-
story units, was reported as a total loss,
and inspectors remained on the scene
Monday afternoon to determine
whether the other two buildings near
the sinkhole — a common occurrence in
Florida — would be safe to re-enter.

The first sign of trouble came about
10:30 Sunday night. Security guard
Richard Shanley had just started his

shift, and he heard what sounded like
shouting from a building.

A guest flagged him down to report
that a window had blown out. Shanley
reported it to management, and another
window popped. The resort’s staff de-
cided to evacuate the villa. 

Shanley said the building seemed to
sink by 10 to 20 inches and bannisters
began to fall off the building as he ran
up and down three floors trying to wake
guests. One couple with a baby on the
third floor couldn’t get their door open
and had to break a window to get out,
he said.

“It’s a scary situation,” Shanley said,
and guests credited him with saving
lives by knocking on doors to wake
them. Inside, they heard what sounded
like thunder and then the storm of
water, as if it were a storm. Evacuation
took about 10 to 15 minutes, according
to staff and witnesses.
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Guests had only 10 to 15 minutes Monday to escape the collapsing buildings at the Sum-
mer Bay Resort on U.S. Highway 192 in the Four Corners area, located about 7 miles
east of Walt Disney World resort, where a large sinkhole — about 60 feet in diameter
and 15 feet deep — opened in the earth late Sunday.


