
DEAR ABBY: I am a teacher, and at the
end of the year I receive many gifts and notes
of appreciation from the parents of my stu-
dents. This year, one of my parents, a beauti-
cian, presented me with a gift certificate for a
facial. 

Last week I made the appointment and
was given a fantastic facial by
this mom. I didn’t tip her after-
ward because I wasn’t sure how
to handle a gift like this.  

Was I right in not tipping her?
Since this was a gift from her, I’m
hoping I didn’t insult her by not
offering one. If I was wrong, I’d
like to go back and give her the
tip she would have earned. --
WONDERING TEACHER IN CALI-
FORNIA 

DEAR TEACHER: Because the
gift certificate came from the per-
son who delivered the service to
you, you did not insult her by not
offering a gratuity. (In fact, had
you offered one for her gift, it
might have been taken the wrong
way.) If the facialist who per-
formed the service had been
someone other than the mother,
a tip would have been in order,
but not in a case like this. 

The proper way to convey
your gratitude for her fantastic facial would
be to write a short note telling her what a
treat it was and how much you enjoyed her
gift. 

———
DEAR ABBY: My 14-year-old granddaugh-

ter, “Grace,” has confided to me that she’s
smoking pot and drinking. When I asked her
why, she said she does it to make herself feel
better. I told her she has a serious problem,
and something has to be done. 

Grace doesn’t want to tell her parents
and, frankly, I think they would just yell and
scream and not understand what’s really
going on. At this point, I don’t know what to
do. The person who’s supplying my grand-
daughter is someone who is always around. I
refuse to have that other girl in my home, but
I can’t tell Grace’s parents why. What should

I do? -- IN A FIX IN CALIFORNIA 
DEAR IN A FIX: You’re correct that this is

serious, and something does have to be
done. Alcohol and weed are not the solutions
to your granddaughter’s problem. Self-med-
icating won’t fix what’s wrong and could
make her problems worse.  

Grace needs to be evaluated
and diagnosed by a physician.
The way to ensure that it hap-
pens is to talk to her parents
about the fact that you’re wor-
ried about her. If you make clear
that Grace is getting stoned to
“feel better” and not partying,
they may be less inclined to react
with anger. 

———
DEAR ABBY: My 25-year-old

grandson has a problem, and we
don’t know where to turn.  

Through student loans he has
managed to get degrees in chemi-
cal engineering and biology with
good grades. The problem is, he
can’t interview. He freezes up and
is afraid to face the interviewer.
This means he is unemployable.  

He has no assets or income
and lives with his parents. His fa-
ther is disabled and hasn’t
worked in years. Can you recom-

mend any organizations, doctors or medica-
tions that can help him? -- HOPEFUL IN
MICHIGAN 

DEAR HOPEFUL: Your grandson needs to
discuss his problem with a psychotherapist
who can help him overcome his disabling in-
security and perhaps prescribe a medication
for his anxiety. There is a cure for his prob-
lem, and this is the quickest way to find it. 

———
To order “How to Write Letters for All Oc-

casions,” send your name and mailing ad-
dress, plus check or money order for $7 (U.S.
funds) to: Dear Abby -- Letter Booklet, P.O.
Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-0447. Ship-
ping and handling are included in the price.  
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A baby born today has the Sun in Leo and the
Moon in Sagittarius.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR 
THURSDAY, AUG. 15, 2013:

You might be most comfortable this year with a
strong sense of direction involving your personal
life. You could discover a need for a sudden move
or change. Listen to your options and be aware of
how you block yourself. If you are single, you might
be shocked at how fast someone makes your
abode his or her home. Be sure you want that. Ask
yourself how well you know this person. If you are
attached, the two of you will fulfill a goal and a
longtime dream if you team up together. Take a va-
cation or break by water. PISCES confuses you,
because sometimes Pisces is confusing!

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll Have: 5-
Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19)
HHHHH You might want to give in to a whim

after an important conversation about living well.
You are responsible and accept more than your
fair share of responsibilities. Some lightness could
help you enjoy your life more and improve the
quality of your work. Listen to your inner voice
more often to prevent negativity. Tonight: On a roll.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20)
HHH Give yourself the opportunity to confirm

an insight before you act on it. Communication
easily could go on overload. Listen to news and be
aware of the possibilities opening up before you. If
you look carefully, you will see an unusual path.
Tonight: Share with a favorite loved one.

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20)
HHHHH Be receptive and not the initiator.

You often are the force in communicating; being
the receptor is different, especially if you have to
integrate everything you hear. You like to spin infor-
mation and get feedback. This situation is different.
Tonight: With your friends.

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22)
HHHH Pace yourself. You have a lot of

ground to cover. You have the energy and the
wherewithal to do just that. Others remain respon-
sible and give you plenty of feedback. Try not to be
defiant with a boss or older relative or friend.
Tonight: Exercise. Walk the dog.

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22)
HHHH A brainstorming session could

straighten out a misunderstanding and bring
strong results. You might see where the problem
developed. Recognize that your past choices might
have been off for someone else. Regroup and walk

in another person’s shoes. Tonight: Add that spe-
cial unique quality associated with you.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22)
HHHH Consider a home office or increasing

the time that you spend there. You can develop a
high level of efficiency if you are able to concen-
trate and eliminate distraction. You could find home
a better place to work from. Communication flour-
ishes, providing a lot to think about. Tonight: Think
weekend plans.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22)
HHHH You are more in contact with others

than you have been in a while. How you view a sit-
uation could change once you open up a discus-
sion. What you believed to be a given just might
not be. Your sense of accomplishment emerges
once you bridge a gap. Tonight: Return calls, then
decide.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21)
HHHH Be aware of your financial bearings.

Honestly decide what might be extravagant and
what is possible. Reflect on your choices and di-
rections. Find an expert or two, and be open to his
or her feedback, even if you do not like it. Tonight:
Weigh the pros and cons of a decision.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21)
HHHH You might be tripped up by a situation

that you choose to look at wearing your rose-col-
ored shades. You will gain insight if you are willing
to be more realistic and listen to others’ feedback.
You cannot change someone, but you can change
your response to him or her, allowing the other
person to see an issue. Tonight: As you like it.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19)
HHH Use the moment to reflect and gain

more information. You might be involved with some
research, while some of you will be gaining their
information from their skills of observation. Asking
the right question also is helpful. Trust your judg-
ments. Tonight: Lie back again.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18)
HHHH A meeting could be exciting, as you

hear the most unanticipated news. Yes, you do
have reason for celebration, but you also must
look in another direction, integrating this news into
your life. The change could be dramatic. Tonight:
Doing exactly what you want.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20)
HHHH You might not be as sure of yourself

as you would like to be. In fact, you often might be
confused. A boss or superior could be making you
more uncomfortable in a discussion without in-
tending to. The issue is you are not grasping cer-
tain details with your rose-colored shades on.
Tonight: Living it up.

    EDITOR’S NOTE: Bigar’s Stars is based on
the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name is
simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees
for convenience. For best results, readers should
refer to the dates following each sign.

———
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