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WASHINGTON — New
revelations from leaker Ed-
ward Snowden that the Na-
tional Security Agency has
overstepped its authority
thousands of times since
2008 are stirring renewed
calls on Capitol Hill for seri-
ous changes to NSA spy pro-
grams, undermining White
House hopes that President
Barack Obama had quieted
the controversy with his as-
surances of oversight.

An internal audit pro-
vided by Snowden to The
Washington Post shows the
agency has repeatedly bro-
ken privacy rules or ex-
ceeded its legal authority
every year since Congress
granted it broad new powers
in 2008.

In one of the documents,
agency personnel are in-
structed to remove details
and substitute more generic
language in reports to the
Justice Department and the
Office of the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence — reports
used as the basis for inform-
ing Congress.

Obama has repeatedly
said that Congress was thor-
oughly briefed on the pro-
grams revealed by Snowden
in June, but some senior law-
makers said they had been
unaware of the NSA audit
until they read the news on
Friday. The programs de-
scribed earlier vacuum up

vast amounts of metadata —
such as telephone numbers
called and called from, the
time and duration of calls —
from most Americans’ phone
records, and scoop up global
Internet usage data.

White House deputy
press secretary Josh Earnest
said Friday
that the
NSA docu-
ments
showed
that NSA’s
Compliance
Office es-
tablished in
2009 “is
monitoring,
detecting,
addressing and reporting
compliance incidents,” and
that “the majority of the
compliance incidents are un-
intentional.” In a statement
from the Massachusetts is-
land of Martha’s Vineyard,
where the president is vaca-
tioning, he added that the
administration is “keeping
the Congress appropriately
informed of compliance is-
sues as they arise.”

Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee Chairman Patrick Leahy
announced he would hold
hearings into the new
disclosures.

“I remain concerned that
we are still not getting
straightforward answers from
the NSA,” the Vermont Demo-
crat said in a statement. 

Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee chairwoman Dianne

Feinstein said her committee
had been notified of compli-
ance problems — not by see-
ing the internal audit but
through legally required re-
ports to her committee.

“In all such cases, the in-
cidents have been addressed
by ending or adapting the ac-

tivity,” the
California
Democrat
said in a
statement.”
She added,
“The com-
mittee has
never identi-
fied an in-
stance in
which the

NSA has intentionally abused
its authority to conduct sur-
veillance for inappropriate
purposes.”

But she said that commit-
tee would be asking for addi-
tional reports in future, and
members would start making
routine trips to the NSA to
oversee its activities.

Her Republican House
counterpart, Intelligence
chairman Mike Rogers, said
human error was inevitable
and “there was no inten-
tional and willful violation of
the law.”

But the top Democrat on
the House Intelligence Com-

mittee, C.A. Dutch Ruppers-
berger of Maryland, called
the new disclosures “incredi-
bly troubling.” He said he
had instructed his staff “to
thoroughly review and evalu-
ate these allegations.”

Another Democratic
member of the Intelligence
Committee, Rep. Mike
Thompson of California,
said: “Reports that the NSA
repeatedly overstepped its
legal boundaries, broke pri-
vacy regulations and at-
tempted to shield required
disclosure of violations are
outrageous, inappropriate
and must be addressed.”

House Democratic leader
Nancy Pelosi, who generally
supports the programs, said
in a statement Friday that
the new revelations “are ex-
tremely disturbing.” 
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CAIRO — Egypt’s capital descended
into chaos Friday as vigilantes at neigh-
borhood checkpoints battled Muslim
Brotherhood-led protesters denouncing
the ouster of President Mohammed
Morsi and a deadly crackdown. The
fiercest street clashes the city has seen
in more than two years of turmoil left
more than 60 people dead, including
several policemen.

The sight of residents firing at one
another marked a dark turn in the con-
flict, as civilians armed with pistols and
assault rifle clashed with protesters tak-
ing part in what the Muslim Brother-
hood called a “Day of Rage,” ignited by
anger at security forces for clearing two
sit-in demonstrations Wednesday in
clashes that killed more than 600
people. 

Military helicopters circled over-
head as residents furious with the
Brotherhood protests pelted them with
rocks and glass bottles. The two sides
also fired on one another, sparking run-
ning street battles throughout the capi-
tal’s residential neighborhoods.

There was little hope that an
evening curfew would curb the violence
as the Muslim Brotherhood called on
supporters of the country’s ousted Is-
lamist president, Mohammed Morsi, to
stage daily protests.

Unlike in past clashes between pro-
testers and police, residents and possi-
bly police in civilian clothing battled
those participating in the Brotherhood-
led marches. There were few police in
uniform to be seen as neighborhood
watchdogs and pro-Morsi protesters
fired at one another for hours on a
bridge that crosses over Cairo’s Za-

malek district, an upscale island neigh-
borhood where many foreigners and
ambassadors reside.

Across the country, at least 56 civil-
ians were killed, along with eight police
officers, security officials said.  They
spoke on condition of anonymity in line
with regulations.

The violence erupted shortly after
midday weekly prayers when tens of
thousands of Brotherhood supporters
answered the group’s call to protest
across Egypt in defiance of a military-
imposed state of emergency following
the bloodshed earlier this week.

Armed civilians manned impromptu

checkpoints throughout the capital,
banning Brotherhood marches from ap-
proaching and frisking anyone wanting
to pass through. At one checkpoint, res-
idents barred ambulances and cars car-
rying wounded from Cairo’s main
battleground, Ramses Square, from
reaching a hospital.

The scenes highlighted how danger-
ous the divisions in Egypt have be-
come. At least nine police stations were
attacked Friday, officials said. Egypt’s
police force was rocked by the coun-
try’s 2011 uprising that ousted longtime
leader Hosni Mubarak from power and
has not fully recovered since.
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Women gathered Friday at the funeral of Asmaa el Beltagy, 17, who was killed Wednesday
write their names on their arms in case they, too, end up dead from the latest clashes in
Egypt. 

Hezbollah Chief Blames Sunnis For Bomb
BEIRUT (AP) — Hezbollah’s leader blamed Sunni extrem-

ists Friday for a car bombing that killed 22 people in a Shiite
neighborhood south of Beirut, heightening fears that Lebanon
will be dragged further into sectarian fallout from the war in
neighboring Syria.

In a defiant speech to his supporters, Sheik Hassan Nasral-
lah said he was prepared to double the number of his fighters
in Syria if Thursday’s bombing turned out to be retaliation for
Hezbollah’s intervention against Syrian rebels.

“If you think that by killing our women and children ... and
destroying our neighborhoods, villages and cities we will re-
treat or back away from our position, you are wrong,” he said.

Nasrallah said preliminary investigations showed Takfiri
groups — a term for Sunni radicals — were likely behind the
bombing in a predominantly Shiite suburb of Beirut, as well as
other recent attacks.

“If the battle with these terrorist Takfiris requires for me
personally and all of Hezbollah to go to Syria, we will go to
Syria,” he said.

CIA Acknowledges Existence Of Area 51
LAS VEGAS (AP) — UFO buffs and believers in alien en-

counters are celebrating the CIA’s clearest acknowledgement
yet of the existence of Area 51, the top-secret Cold War test
site that has been the subject of elaborate conspiracy theories
for decades.

The recently declassified
documents have set the tin-
foil-hat crowd abuzz, though
there’s no mention in the pa-
pers of UFO crashes, black-
eyed extraterrestrials or
staged moon landings.

Audrey Hewins, an Oxford,
Maine, woman who runs a
support group for people like
her who believe they have
been contacted by extrater-
restrials, said she suspects
the CIA is moving closer to
disclosing there are space
aliens on Earth.

“I’m thinking that they’re probably testing the waters now
to see how mad people get about the big lie and cover-up,”
she said.

For a long time, U.S. government officials hesitated to ac-
knowledge even the existence of Area 51.

New Year Opens For Moore Students
MOORE, Okla. (AP) — After an anguish-filled summer, stu-

dents returned to classes Friday at two elementary schools de-
stroyed last spring by a deadly tornado that ripped a 17-mile
path of devastation through the suburbs of Oklahoma City.

The children of Moore were eager to reunite with class-
mates, but many were still haunted by fears of the weather
and memories of young friends lost to the monstrous EF5
twister that killed 24 people.

Zack Lewis, who narrowly escaped the storm that took the
lives of seven schoolmates, seemed to express the anxiety on
everyone’s mind when he asked his parents a simple, plaintive
question: Who will come get him if another tornado
approaches?

“He’s a little anxious. He didn’t want to eat,” Julie Lewis
said, wiping tears from her cheeks after escorting her son to
his first day of fourth grade.

Violence In Egypt Leads To Chaos

NSA Revelations Stir Congressional Concern
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that we are still not
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