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More Crews Arrive To Help Fight Idaho Fire
BY KEITH RIDLER
Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — Fire managers expressed optimism Sunday in their battle
against a wildfire that has scorched
nearly 160 square miles and forced the
evacuation of 2,300 homes near the central Idaho resort communities of Ketchum
and Sun Valley.
Officials said the blaze had grown by
only about 12 square miles because of
cloud cover the day before and the arrival
of additional crews and equipment. Many
firefighters worked Sunday to create protective firebreaks, or gaps in vegetation.
“Today they’re very optimistic that we
will reinforce those lines in case the fire
does flare up as we saw on Thursday and
Friday,” fire spokeswoman Shawna Hartman said.
More than 1,200 people and 19 aircraft
were battling the lightning-caused Beaver
Creek Fire, which started Aug. 7 and was 9
percent contained. Nearly 90 fire engines
also were in the region, many protecting
homes in the affluent area where celebrities like Arnold Schwarzenegger, Tom
Hanks and Bruce Willis own pricey
getaways.
Hartman said Sunday retardant was
being dropped on the flank of Bald Mountain — the Sun Valley Resort’s primary ski
hill — to reinforce a fire line. That meant
the famed ski mountain known as “Baldy”
and often used in publicity photos would
have a red line of retardant visible from
Ketchum.
Hartman said the drop was part of a
plan by fire managers to bolster protection for the tony resort town, but he
noted the fire had not yet spread to the
mountain.
Meanwhile, crews continued battling
other wildfires across the West, including
a group of fires near the Oregon city of
The Dalles, on the Columbia River.
Those fires were threatening about 70
homes Sunday, and some residents in the
area were told to be ready to evacuate.
The Oregon State Fire Marshal’s office
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Fire creeps slowly down the western
canyon wall above the Wood River in Hailey, Idaho, where firefighters continue to
battle the Beaver Creek Fire on Saturday.

said there is fire about a mile and a half
from some structures.
Three wildfires were burning in the
area, with the largest covering about 700
acres in The Dalles watershed. The lightning-caused fires were detected Friday.
About 200 people were assigned to help
combat them.
In Idaho, fire managers said both of
the nation’s DC-10 retardant bombers
have been used to battle the Beaver
Creek Fire, but one experienced an engine
malfunction after a drop Thursday. The
jet made it back safely to Pocatello in
southeastern Idaho but remains
unavailable.
Hartman said most of the fire’s containment was on the south and west
sides. The more populated areas are on
its eastern side and are where the mandatory evacuations were in place.
Blaine County spokeswoman Bronwyn
Nickel said Idaho National Guard soldiers
were manning checkpoints at evacuated
neighborhoods and helping relieve local
law enforcement officers. The Blaine

County Sheriff’s Office was warning evacuated residents not to return until notified it was safe to do so.
No structures have been destroyed
since a house and outbuildings burned
Thursday, officials said. On the fire line, a
few minor injuries were reported.
Authorities have told Ketchum and
Sun Valley residents to be ready to evacuate if necessary. About 2,700 people live
in Ketchum, 1,400 in Sun Valley.
In Utah, the last evacuation orders
were scheduled to be lifted Monday after
a series of mountain fires burned more
than a dozen homes last week.
More than 100 residents who were
forced to leave Rockport Estates and
Rockport Ranches, about 45 miles east of
Salt Lake City, will be allowed to return in
the morning, officials said.
Among them are family members of a
couple who got married over the weekend in a backup ceremony at a centuryold church after they had to flee their
original venue with the bride’s wedding
dress.
Tawni Sprouce and Travis Mann
planned to exchange their vows at her
parents’ home overlooking Rockport
Reservoir. But the residence was among
the scores evacuated after the lightningsparked Rockport fire burned nearly 2,000
acres.
First, the couple moved the wedding
to a campsite at Rockport State Park near
the community of Waneship. But rain
pushed the ceremony inside the park’s
Old Church.
Mann said that given the circumstances, the couple welcomed the precipitation. He said Saturday’s ceremony
eventually went off without a hitch.
Fire officials said Sunday the Rockport
fire was 70 percent contained.
Utah’s biggest blaze, the Patch Springs
Fire, was estimated at 50 square miles and
25 percent contained Sunday. Evacuation
orders were lifted for that fire, which
burned 10 homes near Willow Springs,
but a portion of State Highway 199 remained closed.

9/11 Lawyer To Challenge Secret Guantanamo Camp
GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL
BASE, Cuba (AP) — A defense
lawyer who gained rare access
to an ultra-secret section of
the Guantanamo Bay prison
said Sunday that the camp
does not meet international
standards under the Geneva
Conventions, an allegation denied by the chief prosecutor
for the U.S. military’s war
crimes tribunal.
James Connell, a lawyer for
one of the five Guantanamo
prisoners charged in the Sept.
11 terror attack, plans to file a
motion with the judge presiding over the tribunal challenging the conditions in the
section known as Camp 7.
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Connell won approval
from the judge to spend 12
hours with two experts inside
Camp 7, which holds men
deemed “high-value detainees” by the U.S. military
and is so shrouded in secrecy
that its location on the U.S.
base in Cuba is classified. The
lawyer said he was prevented
from seeing how to get to
Camp 7 and is not permitted
to reveal exactly what he saw,
but he said it amounts to pretrial punishment, which is
prohibited under military
regulations.
“The conditions of confinement do not meet the

standards for preventative detention under the laws of war,”
Connell said.
Brig. Gen. Mark Martins,
the chief prosecutor, denied
that Camp 7 fails to meet international standards. He
said the security is designed
to prevent the release of classified information by highvalue detainees, who include
all five men charged in the
Sept. 11 attack.
“We take very seriously humane standards,” he said.
Camp 7 opened in 2006 to
hold prisoners who were held
in CIA prisons overseas and
subjected to the harsh interrogations that critics say

amounted to torture. The
prisoners held there do not
live in communal pods like
most of the prisoners held at
Guantanamo and they cannot
make phone calls to their
families.
Lawyers for the other defendants in the Sept. 11 case
are also expected to tour
Camp 7 and will likely file
similar challenges.
Connell’s comments came
before the start on Monday of
a weeklong pretrial hearing in
the Sept. 11 case to deal with
procedural issues that must
be resolved before a trial that
is at least a year away.
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U.N. Begins Investigation In Syria
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — After months of drawn-out negotiations, United Nations experts arrived in Damascus on Sunday to begin their investigation into the purported use of
chemical weapons in Syria’s civil war.
The rebels, along with the U.S. and other Western powers,
have accused President Bashar Assad’s regime of carrying out
the alleged chemical attacks, while the Syrian government and
Russia have blamed the opposition. Nearly six months after
the weapons of mass destruction were first allegedly employed on the battlefield, definitive proof remains elusive.
The U.N. team that arrived in Damascus on Sunday is
tasked with determining whether chemical weapons have
been used in the conflict, and if so which ones. But the mission’s mandate does not extend to establishing who was responsible for an attack, which has led some observers to
question the overall value of the probe.
The 20-member U.N. delegation, led by Swedish chemical
weapons expert Ake Sellstrom, checked into a five-star hotel
upon arrival in central Damascus. Plainclothes police officers
immediately whisked them away from a crush of reporters
and cameraman waiting in the lobby.
U.N. spokesman Martin Nesirky said the team will begin its
work on Monday.

Greenwald Partner Detained At Airport
LONDON (AP) — The partner of a journalist who received
leaks from former National Security Agency contractor Edward Snowden was detained for nearly nine hours Sunday
under anti-terror legislation at Heathrow Airport, triggering
claims that authorities are trying to interfere with reporting
on the issue.
David Miranda, the partner of Guardian reporter Glenn
Greenwald, was held for nearly the maximum time authorities
are allowed to detain individuals under the Terrorism Act’s
Schedule 7, which authorizes security agencies to stop and
question people at borders. Greenwald said Miranda’s cellphone, laptops and memory sticks were confiscated.
“This is obviously a rather profound escalation of their attacks on the news-gathering process and journalism,” Greenwald said in a post on the Guardian website. “It’s bad enough
to prosecute and imprison sources. It’s worse still to imprison
journalists who report the truth. But to start detaining the
family members and loved ones of journalists is simply
despotic.”
Greenwald has written a series of stories about the NSA’s
electronic surveillance programs based on files handed over
by Snowden. The former contractor fled the United States and
is now in Russia, where he has received temporary asylum.
The 28-year-old Miranda was returning home to Brazil from
Germany, where he was staying with Laura Poitras, a U.S. filmmaker who has worked with Greenwald on the NSA story,
Greenwald said in his post. He also said British authorities
had “zero suspicion” that Miranda was linked to a terror group
and instead interrogated him about the NSA reporting and the
contents of the electronic equipment he was carrying.

Penn State Reaches First Settlement
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Penn State may never be able to
fully shake off the Jerry Sandusky child molestation scandal,
but news that one victim has settled and other claimants may
soon follow marks a legal milestone after almost a year of
negotiations.
Attorney Tom Kline said Saturday that a 25-year-old suburban Philadelphia man known as “Victim 5” in court filings had
completed the agreement with the university, the first to come
to terms with the university that once employed Sandusky as
an assistant football coach.
Another attorney, Mike Boni, one of four lawyers collectively representing 10 claimants — including the young man
whose complaint triggered the Sandusky criminal investigation — said Sunday those claims were also close to being
resolved.
“I’d be troubled if it didn’t happen this week,” Boni said.
“We’re not signed off, but we’re close.”

Tips for School Bus Riders
• Line up facing the bus, not along side it.
• Do not play in the street while waiting for the bus.
• Carry all loose belongings in a bag or backpack.
• Never reach under the school bus to get anything that has rolled or fallen
beneath it. The bus driver may be sitting too high up to see you.
• After getting off the bus, move immediately onto the sidewalk and out of
traffic. If there is no sidewalk, try to stay as far to the side of the road as
possible.
• Wait for a signal from the bus driver before crossing the street. Walk at
least 10 steps away from the front of the bus so the driver can see you.
• Never cross the street or play behind the school bus.

Tips for Pedestrians or Bike Riders
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• Never walk alone — always travel with a buddy.
• Pay attention to all traffic signals and crossing guards along the way. Never
cross the street against a stop light.
• Always wear a helmet when riding a bicycle.
• Avoid ill-fitting clothing that could get caught in spokes, pedals or restrict
movements, and wear reflective colors and material to be more visible to
street traffic.
• Walk your bicycle across all intersections.
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Tips for Car Drivers and Passengers
• Everyone in the car should wear a seatbelt, as they lower the risk of injury
in the event of a crash by 45 percent.
• Make sure babies and young children are in safety seats at all times, and
that the safety seats have been properly installed.
• Read your car's manual for safety precautions specifically relating to the car and
its airbags.
• Remind teenagers to take extra precautions if they are driving to school or
riding with another teenage driver.
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