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UNITED NATIONS — The
U.N. Security Council called
Wednesday for “a thorough,
impartial and prompt investi-
gation” of the latest allega-
tion of chemical weapons
use in Syria.

The council backed Sec-
retary-General Ban Ki-
moon’s determination to
ensure a “thorough investi-
gation” of the alleged attack
on the eastern suburbs of
Damascus that killed at least
100 people.

U.N. deputy spokesman
Eduardo del Buey said ear-
lier that the secretary-gen-
eral was “shocked” at
Wednesday’s alleged use of
chemical weapons and
wants all reported incidents
investigated.

During a two-hour closed-
door meeting, diplomats said
Russia and China, which sup-
port the Syrian government,
blocked a stronger press
statement supported by
Britain, France, the United
States and others.

But Russia and China
agreed that the council pres-
ident could sum up the ses-
sion with “press elements”
— close to the weakest re-
sponse from the U.N.’s most
powerful body, the diplo-
mats said, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity because
the discussions were private.

Argentina’s U.N. Ambas-
sador Maria Cristina Perce-
val, the current council
president, told reporters
that there was “strong con-
cern” about the latest allega-
tions of alleged chemical
weapons use “and a general
sense that there must be
clarity on what happened.”

Syrian anti-government
activists accused President
Bashar Assad’s regime of
carrying out a toxic gas at-
tack that killed at least 100
people, including many chil-
dren as they slept. The gov-
ernment denied using
chemical weapons.

Perceval said council
members “welcomed the de-
termination of the secretary-
general to ensure a thorough,
impartial and prompt
investigation.”

“All council members
agreed that any use of chemi-
cal weapons by any side
under any circumstances is a
violation of international
law,” she said. “There was
also an agreement for a
strong call for a cessation of
hostilities and a cease-fire ...
(and) the need for immediate
humanitarian assistance to
the victims.”

The attack coincided with
the visit to Syria by a 20-mem-
ber U.N. chemical weapons
team which only has a man-
date to investigate three pre-
vious allegations of chemical
weapons use.

Before the council meet-
ing, a letter drafted by Britain
and France was sent to the
secretary-general requesting
that the team launch “an ur-
gent investigation ... as expe-
ditiously as possible” into
Wednesday’s incident as well. 

Britain’s deputy U.N. am-
bassador Philip Parham said
about 35 countries signed the
letter, including the United
States.

The letter, obtained by
The Associated Press, cited
“credible reports of the use of
chemical weapons” and urged
the secretary-general “to do
all you can to ensure that the
mission has urgent access to
all relevant sites and sources
of information.”

U.N. Deputy Secretary-
General Jan Eliasson, who
briefed the council, ex-
pressed hope that the Syrian
government will give the
team access to the site as
soon as possible, though he
cautioned that “the security
situation right now does not
allow such access.”

“This represents, no mat-
ter what conclusions are, a

serious escalation with grave
humanitarian consequences
and human consequences,”
Eliasson stressed.

He called for a cessation
of hostilities not only in the
area of the alleged attack but
throughout Syria, where the
U.N. says more than 100,000
people have been killed in the
2 1/2 year conflict.

“What this incident has
shown is, of course, that we
must contain this conflict,”
Eliasson said. “We have al-
ready seen effects on the re-
gional implications, and now,
the possibility of the use of
chemical weapons which is to
be investigated.”

A White House spokesman
said the U.S. supported a U.N.
investigation and a Security
Council debate.

Under the terms of an
agreement between the U.N.
and the Syrian government,
the U.N. team will investigate
an alleged chemical weapons
attack on March 19 on the vil-
lage of Khan al Assal outside
the city of Aleppo, which was

captured by the rebels last
month. It will investigate two
other sites of alleged attacks,
which are being kept secret
for security reasons.

Chemical weapons ex-
perts have raised doubts
about whether the chemical
weapons experts will find
anything at the three sites be-
cause the alleged attacks
took place months ago.

But if chemical weapons
were used Wednesday, a
prompt investigation would
be much more likely to pro-
duce evidence. 

Del Buey said the head of
the U.N. team, Swedish pro-
fessor Ake Sellstrom, “is in
discussions with the Syrian
government on all issues per-
taining to the alleged use of
chemical weapons, including
this most recent reported
incident.”

He said the secretary-gen-
eral was aware that a number
of member states, the Arab
League and the European
Union have expressed “grave
concern” about the latest

alleged attack.
“The secretary-general

reaffirms his determination to
ensure a thorough investiga-
tion of the reported alleged
incidents that are brought to
his attention by member
states,” del Buey said.

Diplomats cautioned that
the mandate for the current
investigation is limited.

The U.N. team will report
on whether chemical
weapons were used, and if so
which ones, but it will not de-
termine the responsibility for
an attack. This has led some
commentators to question
the value of the investigation.

On June 13, the United
States said it had conclusive
evidence that Assad’s regime
had used chemical weapons
against opposition forces.
That crossed what President
Barack Obama had called a
“red line” and prompted a
U.S. decision to send arms
and ammunition to the oppo-
sition, though reports say
none have arrived yet.
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