
BY SUZANNE GAMBOA AND
NANCY BENAC
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Standing
on hallowed ground of the
civil rights movement, Presi-
dent Barack Obama chal-
lenged new generations
Wednesday to seize the cause
of racial equality and honor
the “glorious patriots” who
marched a half century ago
to the very steps from which
Rev. Martin Luther King
spoke during the March on
Washington.

In a moment rich with his-
tory and symbolism, tens of
thousands of Americans of all
backgrounds and colors
thronged to the National Mall
to join the nation’s first black
president and civil rights pio-
neers in marking the 50th an-
niversary of King’s “I Have a
Dream” speech.  Obama
urged each of them to be-
come a modern-day marcher
for economic justice and
racial harmony.

“The arc of the moral uni-
verse may bend toward justice
but it doesn’t bend on its
own,” Obama said, in an allu-
sion to King’s own message.

His speech was the culmi-
nation of daylong celebration
of King’s legacy that began
with marchers walking the
streets of Washington behind
a replica of the transit bus
that Rosa Parks once rode
when she refused to give up
her seat to a white man.

At precisely 3 p.m., mem-
bers of the King family tolled a
bell to echo King’s call 50
years earlier to “let freedom
ring.” It was the same bell that
once hung in the 16th Street
Baptist Church in Birming-
ham, Ala., where four black
girls were killed when a bomb
planted by a white suprema-
cist exploded in 1963.

Georgia Rep. John Lewis, a
former freedom rider and the
sole survivor of the main or-
ganizers of the 1963 march, re-
counted the civil rights
struggles of his youth and ex-
horted American to “keep the
faith and keep our eyes on the
prize.”

The throngs assembled in
soggy weather at the Lincoln
Memorial, where King, with
soaring, rhythmic oratory and
a steely countenance, had
pleaded with Americans to
come together to stomp out
racism and create a land of op-
portunity for all.

White and black, they
came this time to recall his-
tory — and live it.

“My parents did their fair
share and I feel like we have to
keep the fight alive,” said
Frantz Walker, a honey sales-
man from Baltimore who is
black. “This is hands-on
history.”

Kevin Keefe, a Navy lawyer
who is white, said he still
tears up when he hears King’s
speech.

“What happened 50 years
ago was huge,” he said, adding
that there’s still progress to be

made on economic inequality
and other problems.

Two former presidents, Bill
Clinton and Jimmy Carter,
spoke of King’s legacy — and
of problems still to overcome.

“This march, and that
speech, changed America,”
Clinton declared, remember-
ing the impact on the world
and himself as a young man.
“They opened minds, they
melted hearts and they moved
millions — including a 17-year-
old boy watching alone in his
home in Arkansas.”

Carter said King’s efforts
had helped not just black
Americans, but “In truth, he
helped to free all people.”

Still, Carter listed a string
of current events that he said
would have spurred King to
action in this day, including
the proliferation of guns and
stand-your-ground laws, a
Supreme Court ruling striking
down parts of the Voting
Rights Act, and high rates of
joblessness among blacks.

Oprah Winfrey, leading the
celebrity contingent, recalled
watching the march as a 9-
year-old girl and wishing she
could be there to see a young
man who “was able to force an
entire country to wake up, to
look at itself and to eventually
change.”

“It’s an opportunity today

to recall where we once were
in this nation,” she said.

Obama used his address to
pay tribute to the marchers of
1963 and that era — the
maids, laborers, students and
more who came from ordinary
ranks to engage “on the battle-
field of justice” — and he im-
plored Americans not to
dismiss what they
accomplished.

“To dismiss the magnitude
of this progress, to suggest —
as some sometimes do — that
little has changed, that dis-
honors the courage, the sacri-
fice, of those who paid the
price to march in those
years,” Obama said.

“Their victory great. But
we would dishonor those he-
roes as well to suggest that
the work of this nation is
somehow complete.”

Civil rights activist Myrlie
Evers-Williams, whose hus-
band Medgar Evers was mur-
dered in 1963, said that while
the country “has certainly
taken a turn backwards” on
civil rights she was energized
to move ahead and exhorted
others to step forward as well.

King’s eldest son, Martin
Luther King III, just 5 when his
father spoke at the Mall, spoke
of a dream “not yet realized”
in full.

“We’ve got a lot of work to

do but none of us should be
any ways tired,” he said.
“Why? Because we’ve come
much too far from where we
started.”

Organizers of the rally
broadened the focus well be-
yond racial issues, bringing
speakers forward to address
the environment, gay rights,
the challenges facing the dis-
abled and more. The perform-
ers, too, were an eclectic
crowd, ranging from Maori
haka dancers to LeAnn Rimes
singing “Amazing Grace.”

Obama spoke with a bit of
a finger-wag at times, saying
that “if we’re honest with our-
selves, we’ll admit that dur-
ing the course of 50 years,
there were times when some
of us claiming to push for
change lost our way.” He
spoke of “self-defeating riots,”
recriminations, times when
“the bigotry of others was

reason to give up on
yourself.”

But the president said that
though progress stalled at
times, “the good news is, just
as was true in 1963, we now
have a choice.”

“We can continue down
our current path, in which the
gears of this great democracy
grind to a halt and our chil-
dren accept a life of lower ex-
pectations; where politics is a
zero-sum game where a few do
very well while struggling fam-
ilies of every race fight over a
shrinking economic pie —
that’s one path. Or we can
have the courage to change.”

Bonnie Weberg 
INWOOD, Iowa — Bonnie

Rae Weberg, 79, of Inwood,
Iowa died Sunday, Aug. 25,
2013 at Sanford USD Medical
Center in Sioux Falls.

Funeral services are at 11
a.m. Saturday, Aug. 31, at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
Inwood, with the Rev. John
Wolf officiating. Burial will
follow at Richland Cemetery.  

Visitation, with family
present, will be held Friday,
Aug. 30, at Porter Funeral
Home, Inwood, from 6-8 p.m. 

Donations in Bonnie’s
name may be made to The
American Lung Association,
American Heart Association
or National Kidney
Foundation. 

Condolences may be left
for the family at www.porter-
funeralhomes.com/.

Donald Cotton
Donald Wales Cotton, 83,

of Sioux Falls and formerly of
Yankton, died Wednesday,
Aug. 28, 2013, at the VA Hos-
pital, Sioux Falls.

Arrangements are pend-
ing with the Wintz & Ray Fu-
neral Home and Cremation
Service, Yankton.
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Hasan Sentenced To Death For Shooting
FORT HOOD, Texas (AP) — A military jury on Wednes-

day sentenced Maj. Nidal Hasan to death for the 2009
shooting rampage at Fort Hood, handing the Army psychia-
trist the ultimate punishment after a trial in which he
seemed to be courting martyrdom by making almost no ef-
fort to defend himself.

The rare military death sentence came nearly four years
after the attack that stunned even an Army hardened by
more than a decade of constant war. Hasan walked into a
medical building where soldiers were getting medical
checkups, shouted “Allahu akbar” — Arabic for “God is
great!” — and opened fire with a laser-sighted handgun.
Thirteen people were killed.

Hasan, who said he acted to protect Islamic insurgents
abroad from American aggression, had no visible reaction
when the sentence was announced, staring first at the jury
forewoman and then at the judge. Some victims’ relatives
were in the courtroom but none showed any reaction,
which the judge had warned against.

The same jurors who convicted Hasan last week needed
to agree unanimously on a death sentence. The only alter-
native was life in prison without parole.

Iraq Attacks Kill At Least 80
BAGHDAD (AP) — Car bomb blasts and other explo-

sions tore through mainly Shiite districts around Baghdad
during morning rush hour Wednesday in a day of violence
that killed at least 80, intensifying worries about Iraq’s abil-
ity to tame the spiraling mayhem gripping the country.

It was the latest set of large-scale sectarian attacks to
hit Iraq, even as the government went on “high alert” in
case a possible Western strike in neighboring Syria in-
creases Iraq’s turmoil.

A relentless wave of killing has left thousands dead
since April in the country’s worst spate of bloodshed since
2008. The surge in violence raises fears that Iraq is hurtling
back toward the widespread sectarian killing that peaked
in 2006 and 2007, when the country was teetering on the
edge of civil war.

Most of Wednesday’s attacks happened in within min-
utes of each other as people headed to work or were out
shopping early in the day. Insurgents unleashed explosives-
laden cars, suicide bombers and other bombs that targeted
parking lots, outdoor markets and restaurants in predomi-
nantly Shiite areas in and around Baghdad, officials said. A
military convoy was hit south of the capital.

Security forces sealed off the blast scenes as ambu-
lances raced to pick up the wounded. The twisted wreck-
age of cars littered the pavement while cleaners and shop
owners brushed away debris. At one restaurant, the floor
was stained with blood and dishes were scattered on plas-
tic tables.

Drone Used To Scoute Yosemite Wildfire
GROVELAND, Calif. (AP) — Firefighters battling the

giant wildfire burning in the Sierra Nevada added a Califor-
nia National Guard Predator drone to their arsenal Wednes-
day to give them real-time views of flames chewing through
rugged forests in and around Yosemite National Park.

The MQ-1 unmanned aircraft being remotely piloted
hundreds of miles away quickly alerted fire bosses to a
new flare-up they otherwise wouldn’t have immediately
seen.

“This morning it’s allowed us to see a spot fire,” said
Mike Wilkins, commander of forces at the Rim Fire.

The 12-day-old Rim Fire continued to grow, expanding
to 292 square miles, and containment remained at 23 per-
cent. But increasingly confident fire officials said they ex-
pect to fully surround it in three weeks, although it will
burn for much longer than that.

 John Joseph Hiltner
 11:00 AM, Friday

 Sacred Heart Catholic 
 Church
 Yankton

 IN REMEMBRANCE

 W  INTZ &   R AY
 FUNERAL HOME
 and Cremation Service, Inc.
 605-665-3644

 W  INTZ 
 FUNERAL HOME INC.

 Hartington, Coleridge, Crofton
 402-254-6547 www.wintzrayfuneralhome.com

 Bonadyne “Bonnie” 
 (Wobbenhorst) Dirks

 1:00 PM, Saturday
 Immanuel Lutheran Church

 Coleridge

 Labor Day Deadlines
 The Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan will be closed 
 Monday, September 2, for the Labor Day holiday.

   The following deadlines will apply:
 Out On The Town . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Noon, Wednesday, August 28

 Tuesday, September 3 newspaper . . . . . .  5 p.m., Wednesday, August 28

 Wednesday, September 4 newspaper . . . . . 5 p.m., Thursday, August 29

 Thursday, September 5 newspaper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 p.m., Friday, August 30

 There will be no newspaper on Monday, September 2, 2013

 P RESS & D AKOTAN
 Y ANKTON  D AILY

 Academy of Dance

 We Are Now Accepting Registrations 
 For Fall Classes Starting Soon!

 We invite children ages three and up to 
 come dance with us and perform in May. 

 Please call 605-665-7729 for 
 registration information.

 Photos courtesy of P&D Spotted

 would like to thank our wonderful dancers 
 for amazing  Riverboat Days performances! 

 HOLIDAY
 GARBAGE & 
 RECYCLING
 COLLECTION
 SCHEDULE

 NO COLLECTION
 Monday, Sept. 2 nd , 20 1 3

 Monday & Tuesday routes will be 
 picked up on  Tuesday, Sept. 3rd.  
 All other routes as scheduled .

 TRANSFER STATION WILL BE 
 CLOSED MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 ND .

 PLEASE  HAVE  YOUR  GARBAGE
 &  RECYCLABLES  PLACED  BY 7 A.M.

Obama

Syrian Gov’t Carried Out Chemical Attack
BY DEB RIECHMANN AND
KIMBERLY DOZIER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama on Wednesday
declared unequivocally that
the United States has “con-
cluded” that the Syrian gov-
ernment carried out a deadly
chemical weapons attack on
civilians. But new hurdles
emerged that appeared to
slow the formation of an inter-
national coalition that could
use military force to punish
Syria. 

Obama did not present any
direct evidence to back up his
assertion that the Syrian gov-
ernment bears responsibility
for the attack. While he said
he is still evaluating possible
military retaliation, the presi-
dent vowed that any American
response would send a “strong
signal” to Syrian President
Bashar Assad.  

“We have concluded that
the Syrian government in fact
carried these out,” Obama
said during an interview with
PBS’ NewsHour. “And if that’s
so, then there need to be in-
ternational consequences.”

Earlier Wednesday, the five
permanent members of the
United Nations Security Coun-
cil failed to reach an agree-
ment on a draft resolution
from the British seeking au-
thorization for the use of
force. Russia, as expected,
objected to international
intervention.

Obama administration offi-
cials said they would take ac-
tion against the Syrian
government even without the
backing of allies or the United
Nations because diplomatic
paralysis must not prevent a
response to the alleged chemi-
cal weapons attack outside
the Syrian capital last week. 

Despite the administra-
tion’s assertions that it would
press forward without the
U.N., momentum for interna-
tional military action ap-
peared to slow. 

British Prime Minister
David Cameron promised
British lawmakers he would
not go to war until a U.N.
chemical weapons team on
the ground in Syria has a
chance to report its findings,
pushing the U.K.’s involve-
ment in any potential strike
until next week at the earliest.
Cameron called an emergency
meeting of Parliament on
Thursday to vote on whether

to endorse international ac-
tion against Syria.

Even so, British Foreign
Secretary William Hague sug-
gested that U.S. military action
need not be constrained by
Britain. “The United States are
able to make their own deci-
sions,” he told reporters late
Wednesday, just after speaking
with Secretary of State John
Kerry. 

U.S. officials were in search
of additional intelligence to
bolster the White House’s
case for a strike against
Assad’s military
infrastructure. 

American intelligence in-
tercepted lower-level Syrian
military commanders’ commu-
nications discussing a chemi-
cal attack, but the
communications don’t specifi-
cally link the attack to an offi-
cial senior enough to tie the
killings to Assad himself, ac-
cording to one U.S. intelli-
gence official and two other
U.S. officials. They spoke on
condition of anonymity be-
cause they were not author-
ized to discuss the intelligence
publicly.

The White House ideally
wants intelligence that links
the attack directly to Assad or
someone in his inner circle, to
rule out the possibility that a
rogue element of the military
decided to use chemical
weapons without Assad’s
authorization.

That quest for added intel-
ligence has delayed the re-
lease of the report by the
Office of the Director for Na-
tional Intelligence laying out
evidence against Assad. The
report was promised earlier

this week by administration
officials. 

The CIA and the Pentagon
have been working to gather
more human intelligence tying
Assad to the attack, relying on
the intelligence services of
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Is-
rael, the officials said. The ad-
ministration was planning a
teleconference briefing Thurs-
day on Syria for leaders of the
House and Senate and national
security committees in both
parties, U.S. officials and con-
gressional aides said.

Both the CIA and the De-
fense Intelligence Agency have
their own human sources —
the rebel commanders and
others who cross the border
to brief CIA and defense intelli-
gence officers at training
camps in Jordan and Turkey.
But their operation is much
smaller than some of the other
intelligence services, and it
takes longer for their contacts
to make their way overland.

The CIA, the Pentagon, and
the Office of the Director of
National Intelligence all de-
clined to comment on the in-
telligence picture, and the
White House did not respond
to requests for comment.

Obama said he was not
seeking a lengthy, open-ended
conflict in Syria, indicating
that any U.S. response would
be limited in scope. But he ar-
gued that Syria’s use of chemi-
cal weapons not only violated
international norms, but
threatened “America’s core
self-interest.” 

“We do have to make sure
that when countries break in-
ternational norms on weapons
like chemical weapons that

could threaten us, that they
are held accountable,” he said. 

Laying out a legal justifica-
tion for a U.S. response,
Obama said Syria was violat-
ing the Geneva Protocols, an
agreement signed in 1925 in
the wake of World War I to ban
the use of chemical gases. The
White House has also cited
the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention, a 1992 agreement that
builds on the Geneva Proto-
cols by prohibiting the devel-
opment and stockpiling of
chemical weapons.

Syria is a party to the origi-
nal Geneva accord, but not the
latter chemical weapons
agreement. 

Syria, which sits on one of
the world’s largest stockpiles
of chemical weapons, has de-
nied the charges. Moreover,
Syria’s U.N. ambassador,
Bashar Ja’afari, is demanding
that United Nations experts in-
vestigate three alleged chemi-
cal weapons attacks against
Syrian soldiers.  He said the
attacks occurred on Aug. 22,
24 and 25 in three suburbs of
the Syrian capital and dozens
of soldiers are being treated
for inhaling nerve gas.

Certain members of Con-
gress are expected to get a
classified U.S. intelligence re-
port laying out the case
against Assad. An unclassi-
fied version is to be made
public.  Officials say it won’t
have any detail that would
jeopardize sources and
methods.

Some lawmakers have ar-
gued that Congress must au-
thorize any military action
unless there has been an at-
tack on the U.S. or the exis-
tence of an eminent threat to
the U.S. Both Democrats and
Republicans on Wednesday
pressed the White House to
provide a clear explanation of
how military action would se-
cure U.S. objectives.

Specifically, in a letter to
Obama, House Speaker John
Boehner asked him to make
his case to Congress and the
public about how military ac-
tion would “secure American
national security interests,
preserve America’s credibil-
ity, deter the future use of
chemical weapons, and, criti-
cally, be a part of our broader
policy and strategy.”

Boehner said it was “es-
sential you address on what
basis any use of force would
be legally justified.” 

MLK’s Dream Inspires A New March, And A President


