
BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

Yankton County is not con-
sidering the discontinuance of
its relationship with Yankton-
based Planning and Develop-
ment District III (PDIII).

County officials made that
clear this week after a short ex-
change during a County Com-
mission meeting last week
sparked a wildfire of speculation
that such a move is a possibility.

Commission Chairman Bruce
Jensen said he was surprised by
the blowback he has received.

“It got out of hand, and it
kind of bothers me. We never
said we don’t need (PDIII),” he
told the Press & Dakotan. “We
were looking at some of the
costs. We are talking about
things added on to the dues.
We’re just watching out for tax-
payer money. We question bills
in a lot of areas. It’s not just Dis-
trict III.

“District III is a good organi-
zation,” Jensen added. “They
help us with grants and other
things. The City of Yankton uses
them, too. They are a real asset
to us.”

In a story on last week’s
County Commission meeting,
the Press & Dakotan reported

that the commis-
sioners agreed
to have Yankton
County Planning
and Zoning Ad-
ministrator
Patrick Garrity
do an analysis to
determine what
the county re-
ceives for the
membership
dues it pays an-
nually through
the Zoning Of-
fice. In 2013, the
dues paid will be
$26,115, accord-
ing to Garrity.

Additional
fees are paid for

some services, Garrity noted. 
“I believe we have talent and

people within our own building
that can do a lot of this, like
comprehensive planning and
other things. ... I think if we’re
going to become more sufficient,
which makes us more sustain-
able, we need to be able to fund
and finance some of our own
pieces,” Garrity told the commis-
sion last week. “I think it could
be a wash if we take a good look
at it. Maybe we can come up

BY DAVID PITT
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — A growing season
that began unusually wet and cold in the
Midwest is finishing hot and dry, renewing
worries of drought and its impact on
crops.

Temperatures soared to records in re-
cent days in parts of the region, reaching
nearly 100 degrees in some areas. The heat
wave struck many farm states — from the
Dakotas to Wisconsin, down through Mis-
souri — that have seen too little rain this
growing season.

“It’s about the worst case scenario we
could have with these high temperatures
and the lack of water with soil moisture de-
clining,” said Roger Elmore, an agronomy
professor at Iowa State University. 

A wet, cool spring delayed planting and
slowed crop growth — but it also replen-
ished soil moisture in many crop produc-
ing states, causing some of last year’s
widespread drought to retreat. The rain
stopped in July in many of those states,
however, and as the soil dried out, the heat

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is part of the Press & Dakotan’s
monthly series spotlighting occupations, tasks and du-
ties in our coverage area.
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BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

Blake Bappe didn’t need to wait long for variety in his
new position in the southeast region with South Dakota
Game, Fish and Parks (GF&P).

“The first day, I got calls about a mountain lion, badger
and coyote, and a beaver complaint,” he said, chuckling
at the wide range of calls.

Bappe graduated from South Dakota State University
with a degree in wildlife and fisheries sciences. He has

worked for GF&P as a
wildlife damage specialist
since 2009. 

He was previously
based in Webster, serving
Day and Marshall coun-
ties in the northeast re-
gion. He primarily
provided Canada goose

and deer depredation assistance, but he also aided coy-
ote and beaver control within those two counties.

This month, he moved to Mitchell as part of a realign-
ment of Region 3 personnel. He covers all of Davison, Han-
son, Bon Homme and Hutchinson counties along with the
portions of Yankton and McCook counties west of U.S.
Highway 81.

“Up north, I was responsible for covering two big
counties. Here, I have six counties that are more spread
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Yankton Competitive Cheer & Dance

Gazelles Face A Season Of Change: Cheer Team Moves Up To Stunting/Tumbling Division;

Dance Team Begins Reloading With Young Squad.

Page 5A

Going High-Tech

Area Coaches Are Using More And More High-Tech Methods To Connect With And Prepare

Their Athletes.

Page 2A

Yankton Gazelles Volleyball

Tiffany Beste, In Her First Season At The Helm Of The Program, Has Gazelles Focused On

Defense As The Look To Replace Two Of The State’s Top Hitters.
Page 3A

Yankton Bucks Football

Young But Athletic Yankton Bucks Squad Ready To Go In the Opening Season Of The New

Football Classification System.

Page 3A

Yankton Cross Country

Yankton Hopes Returning State Placewinners Will Be The Building Blocks To A Return To Top

Team Finishes .

Page 4A

Mount Marty Cross Country

The Combination Of Solid Veterans And A Stellar Recruiting Class Have Coach Randy Fis-

cher And The Lancers Thinking Big This Season.

Page 7A

Higher Education

Former Coyote, NFL Player A.J. Schable Joins Another Former NFL Player, Head Coach

Mike Busch, To Teach The Beresford Watchdogs With Their Pro Experience. Page 1B

South Dakota Football

After Learning Some Hard Lessons In A One-Win Season In 2012, USD Looks To Turn That

Heartache Into Triumph In 2013.

Page 1B

South Dakota State Football

Jackrabbits Eager To Build Off A Nine-Win Season, First Playoff Victory In South Dakota

State History.

Page 2B

South Dakota Volleyball

After Missing The Summit League Tournament By One Game A Year Ago, The Coyotes Are

Hungry To Put Themselves Over The Top And Into The Tournament.
Page 3B

Vermillion Tanager Football

New Head Coach Andy Homan Hopes To Build A Foundation For This Season And The Fu-

ture Of The Tanager Football Program.

Page 4B

Vermillion Cross Country

A Mix Of Seniors And Youth Have The Vermillion Cross Country Team Optimistic For The

Coming Season.

Page 4B

’ Golf Their Belts, And High Expectations For

Page 4B
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More Info – But No Answers –
On Ring Found In Sewer

BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

A new bit of information has been gleaned from a woman’s wed-
ding ring found in Yankton’s sewer system in June.

“An expert has examined the ring,” said Yankton Police Lt. Todd
Brandt. “Based on the expert’s opinion, it’s believed the ring could
have originated from Meredith’s Jewelry in Yankton. He couldn’t
say that with 100 percent certainty, but it’s very possible.”

While the department has received inquiries about the ring
since its recovery was made public in mid-July, Brandt said an
owner has not yet been found.

The ring could have been in the sewer system for years before
working its way to the wastewater plant, where it was located in
some sludge.

You can follow Nathan Johnson on Twitter at
twitter.com/AnInlandVoyage
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KELLY HERTZ/P&D
This message board near Fourth Street/Highway 50 and Walnut
Street warns motorists of the flashing traffic signal at the intersec-
tion. The South Dakota Department of Transportation is doing a
traffic study in which it will shut down the traffic signal Sept. 5. It’s
part of a process leading up to the complete elimination of the sig-
nal when Highway 50 is reconstructed beginning in 2015.

RANDY DOCKENDORF/P&D
Blake Bappe serves as South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks’ new wildlife damage specialist for the southeast region. He will
serve all or parts of six counties, part of a GF&P commitment to provide quicker response time for the western part of the region.

Getting Closer To The Public
Wildlife Specialist Covers

New Ground With Realignment


