
BY CANDICE CHOI
AP Food Industry Writer

NEW YORK — Fast-food
workers and their supporters
beat drums, blew whistles
and chanted slogans Thurs-
day on picket lines in dozens
of U.S. cities, marking the
largest protests yet in their
quest for higher wages.

The nationwide day of
demonstrations came after
similar actions organized by
unions and community
groups over the past several
months. Workers are calling
for the right to unionize with-
out interference from em-
ployers and for pay of $15 an
hour. That’s more than dou-
ble the federal minimum
wage of $7.25 an hour, or
$15,000 a year for full-time
employees.

Thursday’s walkouts and
protests reached about 60
cities, including New York,
Chicago and Detroit, organiz-
ers said. But the turnout var-
ied significantly. Some
targeted restaurants were
temporarily unable to do
business because they had
too few employees, and oth-
ers seemingly operated
normally.

Ryan Carter, a 29-year-old
who bought a $1 cup of cof-
fee at a New York McDon-
ald’s where protesters
gathered, said he “ab-
solutely” supported the de-
mand for higher wages.

“They work harder than
the billionaires in this city,”
he said. But Carter said he
didn’t plan to stop his regu-
lar trips to McDonald’s.

Jobs in low-wage indus-
tries have led the economic
recovery. Advocates for a
higher minimum wage say
that makes it crucial that
they pay enough for workers
who support families.

The restaurant industry
says it already operates on
thin margins and insists that
sharply higher wages would
lead to steeper prices for
customers and fewer oppor-
tunities for job seekers.

The drive for better pay
comes as the White House,
some members of Congress
and economists seek to raise
the federal minimum wage.
But most proposals are for a
more modest increase, with
President Barack Obama sug-
gesting $9 an hour.

The Service Employees In-
ternational Union, which rep-
resents more than 2 million
workers in health care, jani-
torial and other industries,
has been providing financial
support and training for local
organizers in the fast-food
strikes around the country.

Walkouts were also
planned Thursday in Los An-
geles, Milwaukee, Seattle, St.
Louis, Hartford, Conn., Mem-
phis, Tenn., and other cities.
Organizers said they ex-
pected thousands of workers
and their allies to turn out,
but the number of actual par-
ticipants was unclear.

In New York, City Council
speaker and mayoral candi-
date Christine Quinn joined
about 300 to 400 workers and
supporters in a march before
the group flooded into a Mc-

Donald’s near the Empire
State Building. Shortly after
the demonstration, however,
the restaurant seemed to be
operating normally, and a
few customers said they had-
n’t heard of the movement.
The same was true at a Mc-
Donald’s a few blocks away.

In Atlanta, a TV station
showed customers and work-
ers in a McDonald’s going
about their business as pro-
testers read a statement in-
side the restaurant.

The lack of public aware-
ness illustrates the challenge
workers face in building
wider support. Workers par-
ticipating in the strikes repre-

sent a tiny fraction of the in-
dustry. And fast-food jobs are
known for their high
turnover rates and relatively
young workers.

In another neighborhood
of New York City, workers
chanted “We can’t survive on
$7.25 an hour” outside a
Wendy’s and effectively cut
off business. There were no
customers inside.

In Detroit, the dining area
of a McDonald’s was shut
down as workers and others
protested outside. A Subway
in Seattle was able to stay
open despite dozens of pro-
testers outside chanting for
$15 an hour.

 Even though the sale of 
 Paul’s Kwik Stop didn’t 
 happen; we still want to 

 celebrate
 Mary Albrecht’s 

 (future) retirement!
 Customers, former 

 employees and friends, 
 come celebrate at

 The Landing
 Friday, August 30
 5:30pm - 10pm

 THE PARTY IS STILL ON! THE PARTY IS STILL ON!
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 I want to thank 
 everyone who 

 sent cards 
 to me for my 

 90th Birthday. 
 Also, all the personal 

 greetings. 
 I enjoyed them all.

 Don W. Anderson

 Thank you to all
 of our friends and 

 neighbors who helped 
 us to celebrate our 60th 

 wedding anniversary. 
 Your cards, phone calls, 

 and thoughtful gifts 
 touched our hearts. The 
 Yankton area has been a 

 great choice for our 
 retirement years.

 Irvin & Phyllis May
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NFL To Pay $765M To Settle Lawsuits
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The NFL has agreed to spend

close to $800 million to diagnose and compensate poten-
tially thousands of retired players who develop dementia
and other brain disorders they blame on the violent, bone-
crunching collisions that pro football has long celebrated
in its highlight reels.

The settlement, which is subject to approval by a fed-
eral judge, was announced Thursday after months of court-
ordered mediation. It came just days before the first game
of the 2013 season, removing a major legal and financial
threat hanging over the NFL.

More than 4,500 former athletes — some suffering from
dementia, depression or Alzheimer’s that they blamed on
blows to the head — have sued the NFL since the first case
was filed in Philadelphia in 2011. They accused the league
of concealing the long-term dangers of concussions and
rushing injured players back onto the field, while glorifying
and profiting from the game’s violence.

The settlement would cover all 18,000 former NFL play-
ers and totals $765 million, the vast majority of which
would go to compensate athletes with certain neurological
ailments. It would also set aside $75 million for medical
exams and $10 million for medical research.

Individual payouts would be capped at $5 million for
men with Alzheimer’s disease; $4 million for those diag-
nosed after their deaths with a brain condition called
chronic traumatic encephalopathy; and $3 million for play-
ers with dementia, said lead plaintiffs’ lawyer Christopher
Seeger.

Gov’t Won’t Sue To Stop Weed Use
WASHINGTON (AP) — Despite 75 years of federal mari-

juana prohibition, the Justice Department said Thursday
that states can let people use the drug, license people to
grow it and even allow adults to stroll into stores and buy
it — as long as the weed is kept away from kids, the black
market and federal property.

In a sweeping new policy statement prompted by pot le-
galization votes in Washington and Colorado last fall, the
department gave the green light to states to adopt tight
regulatory schemes to oversee the medical and recre-
ational marijuana industries burgeoning across the
country.

The action, welcomed by supporters of legalization,
could set the stage for more states to legalize marijuana.
Alaska is scheduled to vote on the question next year, and
a few other states plan similar votes in 2016.

The policy change embraces what Justice Department
officials called a “trust but verify” approach between the
federal government and states that enact recreational drug
use.

In a memo to all 94 U.S. attorneys’ offices around the
country, Deputy Attorney General James Cole said the fed-
eral government expects that states and local governments
authorizing “marijuana-related conduct” will implement
strong and effective regulatory and enforcement systems
that address the threat those state laws could pose to pub-
lic health and safety.

J&J Puts Warnings On Tylenol Caps
WASHINGTON (AP) — Bottles of Tylenol sold in the U.S.

will soon bear red warnings alerting users to the potentially
fatal risks of taking too much of the popular pain reliever. The
unusual step, disclosed by the company that makes Tylenol,
comes amid a growing number of lawsuits and pressure from
the federal government that could have widespread ramifica-
tions for a medicine taken by millions of people every day.

Johnson & Johnson says the warning will appear on the
cap of new bottles of Extra Strength Tylenol sold in the U.S.
starting in October and on most other Tylenol bottles in com-
ing months. The warning will make it explicitly clear that the
over-the-counter drug contains acetaminophen, a pain-reliev-
ing ingredient that’s the nation’s leading cause of sudden liver
failure.

“We’re always looking for ways to better communicate in-
formation to patients and consumers,” says Dr. Edwin Kuffner,
vice president of McNeil Consumer Healthcare, the Johnson &
Johnson unit that makes Tylenol.

Overdoses from acetaminophen send 55,000 to 80,000 peo-
ple to the emergency room in the U.S. each year and kill at
least 500, according the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the Food and Drug Administration. Acetamino-
phen can be found in more than 600 common over-the-counter
and prescription products used by nearly one in four Ameri-
can adults every week, including household brands like Nyquil
cold formula, Excedrin pain tablets and Sudafed sinus pills.

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — President Bashar
Assad vowed Thursday that “Syria will defend
itself” against Western military strikes over a
suspected chemical weapons attack, and the
U.N. said inspectors will leave within 48 hours
carrying information that could be crucial to
what happens next. 

British Prime Minister David Cameron ar-
gued strongly for military intervention in Syria
but was rejected in a preliminary vote in Parlia-
ment, while French defense officials said
openly for the first time that their military is
preparing for a possible operation. The Obama
administration was briefing congressional lead-
ers about its case for attacking Syria. 

The U.S., Britain and France blame Assad’s
regime for the alleged chemical weapons at-
tack Aug. 21 on rebel-held suburbs of Damas-
cus. The Syrian government denies the
allegations, saying rebels staged the attack to
frame the regime.

At the United Nations, a meeting of the per-
manent members of the Security Council on
the Syrian crisis ended after less than an hour
after being convened by Russia, a staunch ally
of the Assad regime.

As Western leaders made their case at
home for intervening in Syria’s 3-year-old civil
war, Assad remained defiant.

“Threats to launch a direct aggression
against Syria will make it more adherent to its
well-established principles and sovereign deci-
sions stemming from the will of its people, and
Syria will defend itself against any aggression,”
he said in comments reported by the Syrian
state news agency.

It’s not clear whether Assad would retaliate
against any attacks or try to ride them out in
hopes of minimizing the threat to his contin-
ued rule. The U.S. has said regime change is
not the objective of any military action it may
carry out.

BY JULIE PACE
AP White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama
faced deep resistance Thursday to plans for a
possible military strike against Syria, with U.S.
lawmakers demanding more proof that Bashar
Assad’s government perpetrated a deadly
chemical weapons attack and Britain’s Parlia-
ment rejecting military action in a stunning late
night vote. Even so, the U.S. could launch ac-
tion within days.

Unless British Prime Minister David
Cameron defies Parliament, Obama faces the
prospect of proceeding without
a major ally that was expected
to come on board. The White
House signaled he was willing
to move without international
partners if it came to that.

“The president of the United
States is elected with the duty
to protect the national security
interests in the United States of
America,” White House
spokesman Josh Earnest said.

Even before the vote in Lon-
don, the U.S. was preparing to
act without formal authoriza-
tion from the United Nations, where Russia has
blocked efforts to seek a resolution authorizing
the use of force, or from Capitol Hill. Still, the
White House sought to ease growing concerns
among congressional lawmakers by deploying a
bevy of top administration officials to brief law-
makers Thursday evening on U.S. intelligence
assessments.

Cameron made the case earlier Thursday
that a military strike would be legal on humani-
tarian grounds. But he faced deep pressure
from lawmakers and had already promised not
to undertake military action until a U.N. chemi-
cal weapons team on the ground in Syria re-
leased its findings about the Aug. 21 attack.

The prime minister said in terse comments
after the vote that while he believes in a “tough
response” to the use of chemical weapons, he
would respect the will of the House of
Commons.

France, though, announced that its armed
forces “have been put in position to respond” if
President Francois Hollande commits forces to

intervention against Syria. Hollande does not
need French parliamentary approval to launch
military action that lasts less than four months.

Obama discussed the situation in Syria with
House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, who
wrote to the president earlier this week seeking
a legal justification for a military strike and the
objectives of any potential action.

Assad, who has denied using chemical
weapons, vowed his country “will defend itself
against any aggression.”

Some of the U.N. chemical weapons experts
will travel directly from Syria on Saturday to dif-
ferent laboratories around Europe to deliver

“an extensive amount of mate-
rial” gathered, U.N. spokesman
Farhan Haq said. While the man-
date of the U.N. team is to de-
termine whether chemical
agents were used in the attack,
not who was responsible, Haq
suggested the evidence —
which includes biological sam-
ples and witness interviews —
might give an indication of who
deployed gases.

Obama and other top offi-
cials say Assad’s government is
responsible for last week’s at-
tack. Yet the administration has

not revealed definitive evidence to back its
claims. U.S. officials say the intelligence assess-
ments are no “slam dunk,” with questions re-
maining about who actually controls some of
Syria’s chemical weapons stores and doubts
about whether Assad himself ordered the
strike.

The officials spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not authorized to
discuss the intelligence publicly.

Despite shortcomings in the intelligence, the
White House signaled urgency in acting, with
Earnest, the White House spokesman saying the
president believes there is a “compressed time
frame” for responding.

“It is important for the Assad regime and
other totalitarian dictators around the world to
understand that the international community
will not tolerate the indiscriminate, widespread
use of chemical weapons, particularly against
women and children as they’re sleeping in their
beds,” he said.

U.S. Making Case For
Action Against Syria

“The president of
the United States is

elected with the
duty to protect the

national security in-
terests in the United
States of America.”

JOSH EARNEST

Syria Defiant As Probe Nears End

Fast-food Workers, Supporters
Stage Their Largest Protests Yet

JAY JANNER/AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN/MCT
Danny Alvarez protests with about 200 supporters of the fast food workers strike at a Burger King on
Guadalupe Street in Austin, Texas, Thursday.


