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BROADCAST STATIONS

 PBS
 KUSD ^ 8 ^

Arthur Å 
(DVS)

Arthur Å 
(DVS)

Wild 
Kratts Å

Wild 
Kratts Å

Martha 
Speaks

Nightly 
Business 
Report

PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Washing-
ton Week

Charlie 
Rose

McLaugh-
lin Group

Market to 
Market Å

Dick Cavett’s Water-
gate (N) (In Stereo) Å

Driven to 
Ride Å

BBC 
World 
News

Charlie Rose (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Tavis Smi-
ley Å

America’s 
Heartlnd

Dick Cavett’s Water-
gate (In Stereo) Å

 KTIV $ 4 $ Queen Latifah Ellen DeGeneres News 4 News News 4 Ent Running Wild Dateline NBC (N) (In Stereo) Å News 4 Tonight Show Seth Meyers Daly News 4 Extra (N)

 NBC
 KDLT % 5 %

The Doctors (In Ste-
reo) Å

Judge 
Judy Å

Judge 
Judy Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Big 
Bang 
Theory

Running Wild With 
Bear Grylls “Ben 
Stiller” Å

Dateline NBC (N) (In Stereo) Å KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 
(In Stereo) Å

Late Night With Seth 
Meyers (In Stereo) Å

Last Call 
With Car-
son Daly

(Off Air)

 KCAU ) 6 ) Dr. Phil Å The Dr. Oz Show News at ABC News Inside Shark Tank What Would 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Paid Inside Paid FamFeud

 CBS
 KELO + 3 +

Dr. Phil (In Stereo) Å The Dr. Oz Show (In 
Stereo) Å

News CBS 
Evening 
News

News Entertain-
ment 
Tonight

CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation “Long 
Road Home”

Hawaii Five-0 “Pale 
’la” Danny’s mother 
visits. Å

Blue Bloods A woman 
threatens to kill a 
man. Å

News Late Show With David 
Letterman (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

PGA 
Champi-
onship

The Late Late Show 
With Craig Fergu-
son Å

News Weather 
NOW

 ABC
 KSFY ` 7 `

Jeopardy! 
Å

Inside 
Edition 
(N) Å

The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (In Stereo) Å

KSFY 
News at 5 
in HD

ABC 
World 
News

KSFY 
News at 6 
in HD

Wheel of 
Fortune 
Å

Shark Tank A com-
merce flower business. 
Å (DVS)

What Would You Do? 
(In Stereo) Å

20/20 (In Stereo) Å KSFY 
News at 
10 in HD

Jimmy Kimmel Live 
(In Stereo) Å

Nightline 
(N) Å

Free 
Money For 
You!

Extra 
(N) Å

Paid Pro-
gram

Paid Pro-
gram

 KMEG . 13 & The Doctors Å Jdg Judy Jdg Judy News CBS Jeopardy Wheel CSI: Crime Scene Hawaii Five-0 Å Blue Bloods Å News Letterman PGA Ferguson Paid Paid Paid

 FOX
 KTTW 5 9 _

Maury Lie-detector 
tests gauge fidelity. (In 
Stereo) Å

Bethenny Chrissy Tei-
gen; Jamie and Bobby 
Deen. Å

Steve Harvey (In 
Stereo) Å

The 
Middle Å

The Mid-
dle “The 
Yelling”

MasterChef The 
contestants choose a 
mystery box.

Bones Investigating a 
chess master’s death. 
Å (DVS)

Modern 
Family Å

Modern 
Family Å

Dish Na-
tion (N) Å

RightThis-
Minute 
(N)

The Arsenio Hall 
Show (In Stereo) Å

The Test (In Stereo) Å TMZ (N) Å First 
Business 
(N) Å

 KLKN   The Dr. Oz Show Dr. Phil Å News ABC News Ent Shark Tank What Would 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Katie Å Outd’r Carpet
 KOLN   Ellen DeGeneres First Jeopardy 10/11 CBS News Wheel CSI: Crime Scene Hawaii Five-0 Å Blue Bloods Å News Letterman PGA Ferguson Inside Hitch
 KPTH   Steve Harvey Å Middle Middle Big Bang Big Bang Mod Fam Mod Fam NFL Preseason Football: Raiders at Vikings MasterChef Å Bones Å (DVS) Two Men Office Arsenio Hall
 KSCB  97 S Ade Bill Win Love- Benny Z. Levitt Creflo D. Jewish J. Hagee Parsley Joni Marcus and Joni V’Impe Jewish Hour of Cope Life To J. Meyer Sound Travel Global Marcus 
 KSIN  99 , Arthur Arthur Wild Wild Martha PBS NewsHour (N) Iowa In Wash Charlie Market Outdoors Pioneers Business Market House of Cards (Off Air)
 KXNE   ( Curious Curious Arthur Arthur WordGirl Wild PBS NewsHour (N) BrainChange-Perlmutter Ethan Bortnick BrainChange-Perlmutter Ethan (Off Air)

PAY CHANNELS

 HBO  17 (401)
›› “Die Another Day” (2002) 
Pierce Brosnan. Å

›› “The Great Gatsby” (2013, Drama) Leonardo Di-
Caprio, Tobey Maguire. (In Stereo) Å

The Leftovers “Gladys” 
Å

The Leftovers “Guest” 
Å

Jonah 
From

Jonah 
From

School 
Girl

School 
Girl

Hard Knocks: Training 
Camp

True Blood “May Be 
the Last Time”

Jonah 
From

Jonah 
From

 HBO2  432 (405) Batman ››› “The Abyss” (1989) Ed Harris. (In Stereo) ››› “Moonrise Kingdom” Last ›› “Kick-Ass 2” (2013) Å This Is ›› “This Is 40” (2012) Paul Rudd. (In Stereo) Hard Knocks Leftovers

 MAX  441 (420)
“Identity 
Thief”

› “The Waterboy” (1998, Com-
edy) Adam Sandler. Å

›› “Riddick” (2013, Science Fiction) Vin Die-
sel, Karl Urban. (In Stereo) Å

››› “Rush” (2013) Chris Hemsworth, Daniel 
Brühl. Premiere. (In Stereo) Å

The Knick “Method 
and Madness”

The Knick “Method 
and Madness”

The Knick “Method 
and Madness”

“Sexual Wish List” (2014) Pre-
miere. (In Stereo) Å

The Knick

 MAX2 King ››› “The Bourne Legacy” (2012) (In Stereo) “There’s Something About Mary” (1998) ›› “Warm Bodies” (2013) ››› “Lethal Weapon” (1987) Å ››› “Pacific Rim” (2013) Charlie Hunnam. Å
 SHOW  451 (435) “Barbershop 2: Back in Business” Å ››› “Save the Last Dance” (2001) Masters of Sex L Word Mississippi ››› “The Impossible” (2012) Å L Word Mississippi Masters of Sex
 SHOW2 Bowie ››› “Silver Linings Playbook” (2012) ››› “Coach Carter” (2005) Samuel L. Jackson. Ray Donovan Masters of Sex Sins ››› “Jarhead” (2005) (In Stereo) Å “Erotic Engagement” (2013)
 TMC  461 (455) Alex › “Cabin Boy” (1994) Å ›› “Bad News Bears” (2005) Å “The Power of Few” (2013) › “Alex Cross” (2012) Tyler Perry. Å › “The Cold Light of Day” “Nat’l Lamp. Dirty Movie” Requiem

CABLE STATIONS
 A&E  57 I The First 48 Å The First 48 Å Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds
 AMC  41 V ›› “Jaws 2” Å ›››› “Jaws” (1975) Roy Scheider, Robert Shaw. Å ›››› “The Shawshank Redemption” (1994) Tim Robbins. ›› “Volcano” (1997) Tommy Lee Jones. Å “Shawshank”
 ANPL  19 K Gator Boys To Be Announced Tanked Å Redwood Kings (N) Treehouse Mas Redwood Kings Treehouse Mas Tanked Å To Be Announced
 BRAVO  25 W ››› “The Bourne Supremacy” (2004) ›› “Pearl Harbor” (2001, War) Ben Affleck, Josh Hartnett. ›› “Pearl Harbor” (2001, War) Ben Affleck, Josh Hartnett. ››› “The Bourne Supremacy” (2004, Suspense) Top Chef
 CMTV  38 Ω Reba Reba Reba Reba ›› “Miss Congeniality” (2000) Sandra Bullock. Å Cheerleaders Cheerleaders Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cheerleaders
 CNBC  53 T Closing Bell (N) Fast Mny Options Mad Money (N) Crime Inc. American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed Paid Paid
 CNN  33 Q Jake Tapper The Situation Room (N) Crossfire E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper “Our Nixon” (2013, Documentary) The Sixties The Sixties The Sixties “1968” Forensic Forensic
 COM  45 ≠ Sunny Futurama Futurama Futurama South Pk Tosh.0 Colbert Daily Key & Peele: Shart Week (N) Tosh.0: Shart Week Part 3 (N) South Park “Harold & Kumar Go to White Castle” Katt Williams: Pimp
 CSPAN  49 1 Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Capitol Hill
 DISC  34 L Street Outlaws Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch: On Deck (N) Å Deadliest Catch: On Deck Å Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch
 DISN  64 D “Cloud 9” (2014) (In Stereo) Jessie Jessie Jessie Jessie Liv-Mad. Jessie Girl Gravity Phineas I Didn’t Liv-Mad. Jessie ANT Jessie Dog Jessie Good Dog Dadnap
 DISXD  65 (103) Kickin’ It Lab Rats › “Inspector Gadget” (1999, Comedy) Phineas Phineas Gravity Gravity › “Inspector Gadget” (1999, Comedy) Zeke Zeke Zeke Dorae Pac-Man Phineas Fish Fish 
 E!TV  51 Æ ››› “Napoleon Dynamite” (2004) Maria Menounos E! News (N) Kardashian Fashion Police (N) Fashion Police Chelsea E! News Soup Fashion Police Botched
 ENC  400 (480) Drumline ››› “Charlie’s Angels” (2000) Å ›› “Top Secret!” (1984) › “Are We Done Yet?” Å ››› “Drumline” (2002) Nick Cannon. “Resident Evil: Apocalypse” ›› “The Amityville Horror” (1979) Å
 ESPN  28 8 Little League Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) Little League Baseball Little League Baseball SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2  29 9 ATP Tennis Little League Baseball ATP Tennis Boxing Friday Night Fights. (N) Å Olbermann (N) Olbermann Å Baseball Tonight World/Poker
 EWTN  74 ± Truth Cross Cat Chat Find God News Forma Daily Mass Å Life on the Rock News Rosary Cross Consum Parables Women Daily Mass Å Life on the Rock News Campus
 FAM  62 H Boy... Boy... Boy... Boy... ››› “Grease” (1978, Musical) John Travolta. ›› “Grease 2” (1982) Maxwell Caulfield. The 700 Club Å Prince Prince Prince Prince Paid Paid
 FOOD  56 ? Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners America Diners, Drive Diners Diners Diners America Diners, Drive
 FS1  63 < NASCAR NASCAR Racing America’s Pregame NASCAR Racing NASCAR Racing MLB Whiparound FOX Sports Live (N) FOX Sports Live (N) FOX Sports Live (N) FOX Sports Live
 FX  23 X Mother Mother Two Men Two Men ›› “Mr. Popper’s Penguins” (2011) ››› “How to Train Your Dragon” (2010) ››› “How to Train Your Dragon” (2010) The Strain “Underworld”
 FXNWS  50 P Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor The Kelly File (N) Hannity (N) The O’Reilly Factor The Kelly File Hannity Greta Van Susteren
 FOXSP  35 ; Cycling Tour of Utah. (N) (Live) Horse Racing 3 Wide Vikings Bull Riding Un Twins MLB Baseball Minnesota Twins at Oakland Athletics. (N) (Live) Twins Making Cycling
 GOLF  55 (310) Golf LPGA Tour Golf Live From the PGA Championship (N) Live From the PGA Championship
 HALL  22 A Little House/Prairie The Waltons Å The Waltons Å The Waltons Å The Waltons Å “Falling in Love With the Girl” Golden Golden Golden Golden Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier
 HGTV  54 B Property Property Property Property Property Property Love It or List It Love It or List It Love It or List It Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl Love It or List It Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl
 HIST  46 O Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Modern Marvels American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers
 KAUN  15 6 Cis. Kid Cis. Kid Tarzan Zorro Soupy Bishop Highway to Heaven Dr. Who Dr. Who Naked City Route 66 I Spy Da Vinci’s Inquest Cold Squad Paid Paid
 KWSD  12 . Adam-12 Adam-12 Emergency! Rifleman Rifleman M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Gilligan Happy Heroes Kotter OddCple OddCple Zone Perry Mason Å Dragnet Adam-12 Gallery Hitchcock Hr.
 LIFE  58 = Wife Swap Å Wife Swap Å › “Did You Hear About the Morgans?” ›› “You Again” (2010) Kristen Bell. ›› “Laws of Attraction” (2004) Å ›› “You Again” (2010) Kristen Bell. “Laws-Attraction”
 MSNBC  66 R Alex Wagner The Ed Show (N) PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews All In With Chris Rachel Maddow Lockup Lockup Lockup Lockup Lockup
 NGEO  108 (152) Brain Brain Brain Brain Brain Brain Deep Deep Brain Brain Brain Brain Brain Brain Brain Brain Deep Deep Brain Brain Building Wild
 NICK  32 E Sponge. Sponge. iCarly iCarly iCarly Thunder Sam & Witch Sponge. Sponge. Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends Friends Å Friends George George George
 RFDTV   (131) Porter Country Rural America Live Farmwk. Cowgirl Jimmy Rural Family Reunion Reporter Rural Starting Rodeo Penny G Virginia Paid Paid Paid American Voices Paid
 SPIKE  30 ¨ Cops Cops Cops Jail Å Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops GLORY 17: Last Man Standing (Taped) (In Stereo) Cops Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å
 STARZ  417 (465) ›› “The Lone Ranger” (2013) Johnny Depp. (In Stereo) The White Queen The White Queen ››› “American Hustle” (2013) Christian Bale. Power (iTV) Å ›› “S.W.A.T.” (2003) (In Stereo) Å Am Hus
 SYFY  44 N “Wrong Turn 5: Bloodlines” (2012) Å “Rise of the Zombies” (2012) Å WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) The Johnsons Dominion Å The Johnsons Defiance Å Lockout
 TBS  36 Y Friends Friends Friends Friends Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Fam Guy Fam Guy Fam Guy Fam Guy Funniest Wins (N) Funniest Wins ›› “Lottery Ticket” (2010) Bow Wow. “My Baby’s”
 TCM  76 U Yellow ›› “The Immortal Story” ››› “Great Catherine” (1968) ››› “The Trial” (1963, Drama) Å ››› “Elevator to the Gallows” (1958) ›››› “Jules and Jim” (1961, Drama) ›› “The Lovers”
 TLC  43 M Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes The Big Day Say Yes Say Yes The Big Day Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes
 TNT  37 [ 2014 PGA Championship Second Round. (N) (Live) Å “Journey to the Center of the Earth” Cold Justice (N) ›› “Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time” (2010) Cold Justice Å “The Forbidden Kingdom”
 TOON  42 F Regular Regular Adven Adven Teen Gumball Adven Regular King/Hill King/Hill Cleve Cleve American American Fam Guy Fam Guy Chicken Aqua Venture Cleve American Fam Guy
 TRAV  24 J Ghost Adventures Places Places Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Monumental Mys Myster.: Sturgis Mysteries-Museum Monumental Mys Myster.: Sturgis Mysteries-Museum
 TRUTV  52 Ø Storage Storage Storage Storage World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... truTV Top Funniest truTV Top Funniest World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... truTV Top Funniest truTV Top Funniest
 TVLND  47 G Walker, Ranger Walker, Texas Ranger Å Griffith Griffith Griffith Andy Griffith Show King King King King Raymond Raymond Love-Raymond Raymond Jen. Boss Boss
 UNI   μ El Gordo y la Flaca Primer Impacto (N) P. Luche Notic. De Que Te Quiero Mi Corazón Es Lo Que la Vida Qué Pobres Impacto Noticiero Familia-Suerte Amorcito Corazón Alma P. Luche
 USA  31 Z NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Covert Affairs Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU
 VH1  39 º “13 Going on 30” Candidly LeAnn Dating Naked Love, Hip Hop ››› “Coming to America” (1988) Eddie Murphy. ››› “Trading Places” (1983) Dan Aykroyd. Å Dating Naked Candidly LeAnn
 WE  124 > CSI: Miami Å CSI: Miami Å CSI: Miami Å Davi.- Unveiled CELEBrations CELEBrations CELEBrations David- Top Ten CELEBrations CELEBrations David Tutera’s Top
 WGN   2 MLB Baseball Tampa Bay Rays at Chicago Cubs. (N) Å Funny Videos Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother 30 Rock 30 Rock Sunny
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BURBANK, Calif. — About mid-
way through Marvel’s new inter-
stellar adventure “Guardians of the
Galaxy,” David Bowie’s “Moonage
Daydream” plays over a shot of a
ramshackle spaceship traveling to-
ward a mining colony called
Knowhere. The planet is actually
the severed head of a fallen titan
(or deity) where workers of alien
races, some with candy-colored
skin, collect valuable bones and flu-
ids to ship to the outer reaches of
the cosmos.

The sequence could have been
cribbed from the imagination of
surrealist trickster Alejandro
Jodorowsky, perhaps as part of his
unrealized cinematic adaptation of
Frank Herbert’s sci-fi novel “Dune.”
Yet it’s far from the only over-the-
top landscape in the film, which ar-
rives in theaters Friday as Marvel’s
riskiest venture.

Based on a fairly obscure
comics series, “Guardians of the
Galaxy” is the first major studio
film to be directed by James Gunn,
a subversive stalwart who cut his
movie teeth at New York’s low-fi
cinema factory Troma Entertain-
ment. It introduces audiences to a
new team of heroes led by Chris
Pratt’s sarcastic Peter Quill, also
known as Star-Lord; the group in-
cludes a green alien assassin, a
hulking tattooed warrior and two
wholly CG characters: a machine-
gun wielding raccoon and a sen-
tient tree.

There’s also a soundtrack lit-
tered with 1970s favorites and a
Walkman, a device that will surely
be unknown to many younger view-
ers, plays an integral part in the
storyline.

“I can’t believe they let me do all
this stuff,” Gunn said in mid-July on
Disney’s Burbank lot. “It’s really
sinking in for the first time. For the
past two years, all I’ve been doing is
driving forward, making this movie.
Now I’m done and I’m standing out-
side of it, and I’m going, ‘How did
you guys let me get away with all
that?’”

From its inception, “Guardians”
was designed to be something dif-
ferent from the other comic book
blockbusters Marvel has produced
since 2008’s “Iron Man,” most of
which take place on Earth and fea-
ture recognizably human charac-
ters.

The $170-million movie is the
studio’s 10th release but the first
wholly “cosmic” adventure —
bringing to the screen a corner of
the Marvel universe that has long
been fertile creative ground for
comic-book writers and artists but
had been only briefly referenced in
earlier hits, including “The
Avengers.”

The story, rooted in a 2008 se-
ries written by Dan Abnett and
Andy Lanning, follows scofflaw
Quill, who finds himself hunted by
an aristocratic outer-space bad guy
named Ronan the Accuser (Lee
Pace) after he comes into posses-
sion of a mysterious orb. Before
long, he befriends misfits that in-
clude Zoe Saldana’s assassin
Gamora, Dave Bautista’s Drax the
Destroyer, along with raccoon
Rocket and his pal Groot, voiced in
the movie by Bradley Cooper and
Vin Diesel, respectively, who ulti-
mately join forces to stop Ronan
from launching a genocidal attack.

In shaping the film, Gunn said
he took inspiration from science-
fiction classics including “Alien”
and “Blade Runner,” but with its
soaring action set pieces, outre en-
vironments and inventive creature
design, “Guardians” seems far
closer to an updated riff on “Star
Wars,” albeit one with a decidedly
bratty sense of humor and a
sweetly retro spirit.

“All of us at Marvel wanted to
do a big space movie for a long
time — we grew up on those kinds
of movies,” said Marvel Studios
President Kevin Feige, who closely
oversees each of the projects in the
company’s stable.

“All of the soul of the movie is
100 percent James,” Feige said. “It
very much is a James Gunn film
and a James Gunn vision. ... He’s
got a great voice, he’s got great
ideas.”

It’s not on a distant planet but

on Earth that “Guardians” begins,
depicting an important childhood
moment that sets young Peter on
the path toward interplanetary ad-
venture. Gunn’s own cosmic jour-
ney dates to his youth in
Manchester, Mo., where as the old-
est in a family of six children he
often escaped into a world of imagi-
nation captured in the drawings of
John Byrne and John Romita Sr.
and Steve Ditko.

“I had a lot of emotional prob-
lems as a kid, so I just didn’t fit in
when I was young and I would stay
home from school all the time,”
said Gunn, 43, earlier this summer,
when he was editing “Guardians.”
“My parents sent me to a psychia-
trist ... and I think the psychiatrist
said to my dad, ‘You need to form
more of a bond with your son.’”

That led to a visit to a comic-
book convention in Chicago, which
Gunn said “is probably still to this
day the greatest two days of my
life.” Soon after, Gunn’s father
bought him an extensive collection
of comics that another teenager en-
thusiast was selling for $8,000 or
so.

“It was everything. It was every
single ‘Fantastic Four,’ No. 9 on,
every single ‘Amazing Spider-Man’
from No. 4 on, every ‘Tomb of Drac-
ula,’ every ‘Avengers’ from 2 on,”
Gunn said. “I think it was meant to
bring me back into the world, but it
didn’t really work because I just
stayed home more and just read
comic books for a year.”

He also developed an interest in

making home movies, starring his
brothers, which eventually led to
Gunn moving to New York to study
creative writing at Columbia. It was
during that time he began working
for Troma, penning the script for
the raunchy Shakespearean send-
up “Tromeo and Juliet.” (He also
wrote a cult novel titled “The Toy
Collector,” about a hospital orderly
named James Gunn who steals
drugs to buy collectibles.)

His screenwriting career began
to gain traction with films including
two “Scooby-Doo” movies and Zack
Snyder’s remake of George
Romero’s zombie classic “Dawn of
the Dead.” His first feature as a
writer-director was the 2006 horror
comedy “Slither,” which he fol-
lowed with the boundary-pushing
black comedy “Super,” featuring
Rainn Wilson as a disturbed man
who creates his own superhero
persona, the Crimson Bolt.

Despite his affection for comic
heroes, Gunn said he was initially
reluctant to take on “Guardians,”
fearing that Marvel would be in the
market for a film without the rough
edges and sharp corners he
prefers. But after meeting with ex-
ecutives, he was surprised by the
attachment he felt to a saga cen-
tered on outsiders.

“The whole thing hit me, and I
felt like not only was it the movie
that I wanted to do and have
wanted to do my entire life but it
was a movie that I felt — and this is
the arrogant part — needed me,
otherwise it could become a trav-

esty,” he said. “I didn’t feel that
there was anybody who loves Mar-
vel Comics and raccoons and
space operas as much as I do.”

When he sat down to revise the
film’s script, co-credited to Nicole
Perlman, Rocket’s presence pre-
sented a central challenge.

“To be able to take a character
like that and say, ‘If there was a
talking raccoon, how could he
exist?,’ it led me to a pretty sad
place,” he said. “In this movie, he’s
a lower life form that was experi-
mented on and turned into some-
thing much different than what he
was supposed to be. ... I felt like by
grounding him as much as possible
that extended outward to all the
other characters.”

Gunn was initially resistant to
casting Pratt, widely known for
playing disheveled underachievers
such as Andy Dwyer on NBC’s com-
edy “Parks and Recreation,” but
was eventually won over by his fa-
cility with comedy and his easy
charm.

The role required Pratt to spend
six months reshaping his physique,
and he would work out for hours in
his home gym while listening to the
songs from the film — one of the
few connections Quill has to his
past is a mix tape his mother made
for him as a boy that includes Blue
Swede’s “Hooked on a Feeling” and
Redbone’s “Come and Get Your
Love.” (Gunn chose the songs.)

Pratt credits Gunn with helping
him strike the right balance be-
tween comedy and drama on the
British set of the film last year.
“When it came to the little beats
that define the characters, like
Peter Quill caring so much about
this mix tape and thinking he owns
these songs, that was trusting that
it would work,” Pratt said. “James
walked me through that and kind of
held my hand in some of those mo-
ments because it didn’t all come
easy.”

Despite its oddball trappings,
“Guardians” now appears likely to
become the first film in a new fran-
chise. Feige confirmed that Gunn
would direct a sequel should Mar-
vel plan to move forward with one,
and Gunn said he’s already begun
thinking about further adventures
for the team.

He believes the film succeeds
largely because lurking beneath its
action movie trappings is a heart-
felt sincerity.

“In today’s world, it’s very cool
to not care,” Gunn said. “This is
about a bunch of characters who
do not care and over the course of
the movie they find themselves
backed into a corner where they
discover who they really are —
creatures and people who care.”

‘Guardians’: Raccoons And Space Opera

MARVEL/MCT

Marvel’s “Guardians Of The Galaxy” are, from left, Chris Pratt as Star-Lord/Peter Quill, Vin Diesel as Groot, Bradley Cooper
as the voice of Rocket Raccoon, Dave Bautista as Drax the Destroyer, and Zoe Saldana as Gamora. 


