
BY KARIN LAUB AND
JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip  —
Israel withdrew most of its
ground troops from the Gaza
Strip on Sunday in an appar-
ent winding down of the
nearly monthlong operation
against Hamas that has left
more than 1,800 Palestinians
and 60 Israelis dead.

Even as Israel said it was
close to completing its mis-
sion, heavy fighting raged in
parts of Gaza, with at least 10
Palestinians killed in an al-
leged Israeli airstrike near a
U.N. shelter, according to U.N.
and Palestinian officials. The
U.S. and the United Nations
condemned the attack in un-
usually strong terms.

And with Hamas officials
vowing to continue their fight,
it remained uncertain whether
Israel could unilaterally end
the war.

Israel launched its military
operation in Gaza on July 8 in
response to weeks of heavy
rocket fire, carrying out hun-
dreds of airstrikes across the
crowded seaside territory. It
then sent in ground forces July
17 in what it said was a mis-
sion to destroy the tunnels
used by Hamas to carry out at-
tacks. 

Hamas has fired more than
3,000 rockets into Israel dur-
ing what has turned into the
bloodiest round of fighting
ever between the two ene-
mies. 

Lt. Col. Peter Lerner, an Is-
raeli military spokesman, con-

firmed the bulk of ground
troops had been pulled out of
Gaza after the military con-
cluded it had destroyed most
of the tunnel network. 

He said Israel had detected
some 30 tunnels that were dug
along the border for what he
called a “synchronized attack”
on Israel.

“We’ve caused substantial
damage to this network to an
extent where we’ve basically
taken this huge threat and
made it minimal,” he said. The
army had thousands of troops
in Gaza at the height of the op-
eration.

In southern Israel, armored
vehicles could be seen rolling
slowly onto the back of large
flatbed trucks near the Gaza
border, while soldiers folded
flags from atop a tank and
rolled up their belongings and
sleeping bags.

Lerner said, however, that
the operation was not over

and that Israel would continue
to target Hamas’ rocket-firing
capabilities and its ability to
infiltrate Israel.

While Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu has
vowed to press on against
Hamas, he is coming under in-
ternational pressure to halt
the fighting because of the
heavy civilian death toll. 

U.N. officials say more than
three-quarters of the dead
have been civilians, including
the 10 people killed Sunday at
a U.N. school that has been
converted into a shelter in the
southern town of Rafah.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon called the attack a
“moral outrage and a criminal
act” and demanded a quick in-
vestigation, while the U.S.
State Department said Wash-
ington was “appalled” by the
“disgraceful” attack.

According to witnesses, Is-
raeli strikes hit just outside

the main gates of the school.
The Red Crescent, a charity,
said the attack occurred while
people were in line to get food
from aid workers. Gaza health
official Ashraf al-Kidra said in
addition to the dead, 35 peo-
ple were wounded.

Robert Turner, director of
operations for the U.N. Pales-
tinian refugee agency in Gaza,
said the building had been
providing shelter for some
3,000 people. He said the
strike killed at least one U.N.
staffer.

“The locations of all these
installations have been passed
to the Israeli military multiple
times,” Turner said. “They
know where these shelters
are. How this continues to
happen, I have no idea.”

Inside the U.N. school’s
compound, several bodies,
among them children, were
strewn across the ground in
puddles of blood. “Our trust
and our fate are only in the
hands of God!” one woman
cried.

The Israeli military said it
had targeted three wanted mil-
itants on a motorcycle in the
vicinity and was “reviewing
the consequences of this
strike.”

In the current round of
fighting, U.N. shelters have
been struck by fire seven
times. UNRWA, the U.N.
agency that assists Palestinian
refugees, says Israel has been
the source of fire in all in-
stances. But it also has said it
found caches of rockets in va-
cant UNRWA schools three
times.
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O B I T UA R I E S

American Nurse To Leave West Africa
ATLANTA (AP) — A second American medical mission-

ary stricken with the often deadly Ebola virus is expected
to be flown Tuesday to the U.S. for treatment, following a
colleague who was admitted over the weekend to Emory
University Hospital’s infectious disease unit.

Top American public health officials continue to empha-
size that treating Nancy Writebol and Dr. Kent Brantly in
the U.S. poses no risks to the public as West Africa grap-
ples with its worst recorded Ebola outbreak in history.

“The plain truth is that we can stop Ebola,” said Dr. Tom
Frieden, director of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, speaking Sunday on ABC’s “This Week.
“We know how to control it: hospital infection control and
stopping it at the source in Africa.”

Brantley and Writebol served on the same medical mis-
sion team that was treating Ebola patients in Liberia. Also
spreading in Guinea and Sierra Leone, the outbreak has in-
fected more than 1,300 people in West Africa, killing at
least 729 of them.

Liberian officials said a medical evacuation plane would
transport Writebol to the United States early Tuesday. In-
formation Minister Lewis Brown told The Associated Press
that the flight was expected to leave West Africa between
at 1 a.m. and 1.30 a.m. local time Tuesday.

Ukraine’s Army Advances On Donetsk
DONETSK, Ukraine (AP) — Fighting raged Sunday on

the western outskirts of Donetsk as the advancing Ukrain-
ian army tried to seize control of the rebel stronghold. In
danger of being encircled, the separatists renewed their
calls for Russia to send troops to their aid.

To support their operations, the pro-Russian fighters
have been confiscating vehicles and food from residents
and businesses in Donetsk. The center of the major indus-
trial city is all but deserted, with few people or cars on the
streets and most stores and restaurants closed.

A spokesman for the Ukrainian military operation,
Alexei Dmitrashkovsky, told The Associated Press that gov-
ernment soldiers were fighting Sunday to hold positions
they had taken on the edge of Donetsk, but were meeting
resistance.

In the part of the city closest to the fighting, an artillery
shell hit a school overnight, but no one was reported hurt.

“The shell went through the roof and exploded inside
the building, setting off a fire, but we still don’t know who
fired it,” said Dmitry Levonchik, a 45-year-old coal miner.
“Who needs this war? What are they fighting for?”

Court Won’t Step Into Execution Fight 
WASHINGTON (AP) — No one on the Supreme Court ob-

jected publicly when the justices voted to let Arizona pro-
ceed with the execution of Joseph Wood, who
unsuccessfully sought information about the drugs that
would be used to kill him.

Inmates in Florida and Missouri went to their deaths by
lethal injection in the preceding weeks after the high court
refused to block their executions. Again, no justice said the
executions should be stopped.

Even as the number of executions annually has dropped
by more than half over the past 15 years and the court has
barred states from killing juveniles and the mentally dis-
abled, no justice has emerged as a principled opponent of
the death penalty.

This court differs from some of its predecessors. Jus-
tices William Brennan and Thurgood Marshall dissented
every time their colleagues ruled against death row in-
mates, and Justices Harry Blackmun and John Paul
Stevens, near the end of their long careers, came to view
capital punishment as unconstitutional.

“They’re all voting to kill them, every so often. They do
it in a very workmanlike, technocratic fashion,” Stephen
Bright, a veteran death penalty lawyer in Georgia, said of
the current court.

GOP Still Unable To Solve Immig. Woes
WASHINGTON (AP) — Midterm elections that will de-

cide control of the Senate are three months away, and the
2016 presidential campaign will start in earnest soon after.
Yet the Republican Party still can’t figure out what to do
about illegal immigration.

It’s the issue that vexed Republicans as much as any in
their 2012 presidential loss. It’s the one problem the party
declared it must resolve to win future presidential races.
And it still managed to bedevil the party again last week,
when House Republicans splintered and stumbled for a
day before passing a face-saving bill late Friday night.

The fiasco proved anew that a small number of uncom-
promising conservatives have the power to hamper the ef-
forts of GOP leaders to craft coherent positions on key
issues — including one that nearly two-thirds of Americans
say is an important to them personally, according to an As-
sociated Press-GfK poll released last week.

“It would be very bad for Republicans in the House not
to offer their vision of how they would fix the problem,”
South Carolina GOP Sen. Lindsey Graham said when the ini-
tial House bill on immigration collapsed. While Republi-
cans in the House are able to reject the proposals of
Democrats, Graham said, that’s not enough: “At least they
have a vision.”  T HOUGHTS
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 23rd &
 Broadway

 All-You-Can-Eat
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 Tonight’s Special
 5-9pm

 $ 9 95

 Sharon Holy
 who passed away on
 August 6, 2013

 JoAnn ‘Jo’ Nicholls
 who passed away on
 August 6, 2013

 Steven Aune
 who passed away on
 August 6, 2013

 Our care and concern does not 
 end with the funeral service. 
 This week we remember with 
 family and friends the 
 anniversary of the deaths of:

 Honoring 
 Their Memory

 Our Thoughts And 
 Prayers Are With Them

 This remembrance is brought to you 
 free of charge. If you have a loved 
 one you would like remembered, 

 contact us at Opsahl-Kostel 
 Funeral Home & Crematory.

 Guiding and serving families with compassion and trust.

 Funeral Home & Crematory, Yankton 
  Memorial Resource Center, Tyndall  

 Memorial Chapels, Tyndall,
  Tabor & Menno

 665-9679 
 1-800-495-9679 

 www.opsahl-kostelfuneralhome.com

GOT NEWS?
Call The Press & Dakotan At 665-7811

Meta Storgaard
Meta O. Storgaard, age 98,

of Yankton, South Dakota,
died Friday, August 1, 2014 at
Avera Yankton Care Center.

Funeral services are 2:00
p.m. on Monday, August 4,
2014 at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Yankton with Rev-
erend David Wildermuth offi-
ciating. Burial will be in the
Garden of Memories Ceme-
tery in Yankton. 

Visitation is one hour
prior to the funeral service at
Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Arrangements are under
the direction of the Wintz &
Ray Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service in Yankton.

Pallbearers are Bill Hicker-
son, William Hickerson,

Charles Ibis,
James
Kunkel,
Nannu
Kunkel and
Michael Stor-
gaard.

Meta was
born April
23, 1916 in
Menno,

South Dakota to Carl and
Rosella (Schmidt) Kunkel.
She grew up on a farm north-
west of Menno and attended
country school. Her father
died in 1935 and in 1948, she
moved with her mother into
Menno. After her mother died
in 1959, Meta moved to Yank-
ton where she worked at the
Human Services Center from
1960 to 1978. On November

29, 1963, she married Floyd
Storgaard in Yankton. Meta
was a faithful member of Trin-
ity Lutheran Church. She en-
joyed playing pool at the
Yankton Senior Center where
she was a member. Meta also
loved playing pinochle with
her friends and family.

Meta is survived by sev-
eral nieces and nephews:
James (Rose) Kunkel, Lois
Kunkel, Rose Olson, Agatha
(Kenny) Gagnon, Irene Axen,
Ruth (Bill) Hickerson and
Amelia Gunderson; and many
great nieces and great
nephews.

Meta was preceded in
death by her parents; hus-
band, Floyd, on November 22,
1988; three brothers: John,
Charlie and Gust Kunkel; four

sisters: Lydia Roesler, Sarah
Ibis, Pauline Gliege and Ella
Pedde; and many nieces and
nephews.

Memorials may be di-
rected to the Trinity Lutheran
Church Building Fund.

To send an online mes-
sage to the family, please visit
www.wintzrayfuneralhome.co
m.

Yankton Press & Dakotan

August 4, 2014

Online condolences at: 
www.wintzrayfuneralhome.com

Storgaard

Israel Withdraws Most Troops From Gaza

DANIELLA CHESLOW/MCT
More than 15,000 Israelis flocked to Kfar Saba in Israel Sunday, to
pay their respects to Hadar Goldin, killed in action in Gaza on Fri-
day. Goldin was initially thought captured by Hamas, but later the
military clarified that he had died. 

Earthquake Kills 367 In Southern China
BY JACK CHANG
Associated Press

BEIJING — A strong earthquake in
southern China’s Yunnan province top-
pled thousands of homes on Sunday,
killing at least 367 people and injuring
more than 1,800.

About 12,000 homes collapsed in Lu-
dian, a densely populated county lo-
cated around 366 kilometers (277
miles) northeast of Yunnan’s capital,
Kunming, China’s official Xinhua News
Agency reported.

The magnitude-6.1 quake struck at
4:30 p.m. at a depth of 10 kilometers (6
miles), according to the U.S. Geological
Survey. Its epicenter was in Long-
toushan township, 23 kilometers (14
miles) southwest of the city of Zhao-
tong, the Ludian county seat.

Ma Liya, a resident of Zhaotong, told
Xinhua that the streets there were like a
“battlefield after bombardment.” She
added that her neighbor’s house, a new
two-story building, had toppled, and
said the quake was far worse than one
that struck the area in 2012 and killed
81 people.

“The aftermath is much, much
worse than what happened after the
quake two years ago,” Ma said. “I have
never felt such strong tremors before.
What I can see are all ruins.”

Xinhua said at least 367 people were
killed in the quake, with 1,881 injured. 

Most of the deaths — 357 — were in
Zhaotong City, Xinhua said. Another 10
people were killed in Quijing City. 

News reports said rescuers were
still trying to reach victims in more re-
mote towns Sunday night.

Photos on Weibo, China’s Twitter-
like social media site, showed rescuers
searching through flattened buildings
and people injured amid toppled bricks.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
offered “his condolences to the Chinese
Government and the families of those
killed,” according to a statement from
his office. The statement said the U.N.
is ready to “lend its assistance to ef-
forts to respond to humanitarian
needs” and “to mobilize any interna-
tional support needed.”

The White House also offered its
condolences.

“Our thoughts and prayers are with
the families of those that lost their
lives,” said National Security Council
deputy spokeswoman Bernadette Mee-
han. “The United States stands ready to
assist.”

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) —
The toxins that contaminated
the drinking water supply of
400,000 people in northwest
Ohio didn’t just suddenly ap-
pear.

Water plant operators
along western Lake Erie have
long been worried about this
very scenario as a growing
number of algae blooms have
turned the water into a pea
soup color in recent sum-
mers, leaving behind toxins
that can sicken people and
kill pets.

In fact, the problems on
the shallowest of the five
Great Lakes brought on by
farm runoff and sludge from
sewage treatment plants
have been building for more
than a decade.

While residents around
Ohio’s fourth-largest city
were being told to avoid
drinking tap water for a sec-
ond day, discussion began to
center around how to stop
the pollutants fouling the
lake that supplies drinking
water for 11 million people.

“People are finally waking
up to the fact that this is not
acceptable,” Toledo Mayor D.
Michael Collins said.

Discussion Turns
To Long-Term

Algae Solutions

www.yankton.net


