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NIOBRARA, Neb. — As the Ponca Tribe’s cultural af-
fairs director, Gloria Hamilton expects hundreds of visi-
tors for this weekend’s 21st annual powwow.

Throughout its history, the powwow has attracted
participants and spectators from different tribes and
far beyond northeast Nebraska, Hamilton said.

“We have people coming from all over the place,”
she said. “We have them coming from California, from
Arkansas and Tennessee, and from Oklahoma.”

The powwow will run today (Friday) through Sun-
day at the Ponca Community Grounds, located 4 1/2
miles southwest of Niobrara. Admission to all events is
free, and the powwow is open to the public.

To reach the grounds, travel one mile west of Nio-
brara on Nebraska Highway 12. Then, turn left at the
Ponca sign — located across Niobrara State Park —
and follow the pavement to the powwow grounds.

Grand entries will begin at 7 p.m. tonight, 1 p.m.
and 7 p.m. Saturday and 1 p.m. Sunday. Meals will be
provided to all in attendance an hour before each
grand entry.

The meals represent the Ponca Tribe’s hospitality
and are served to anyone on the grounds, Hamilton
said. “We feed from 350 to 500 at a meal,” she said.

The powwow will offer a variety of dancers, drum
groups and vendors. However, the powwow also cele-
brates the tribe’s culture, heritage and traditions.

The 3,600-member Ponca Tribe, along with the
Omaha, Santee Sioux and Winnebago, are considered
the four tribes indigenous to Nebraska.

The Ponca Tribe of Nebraska was terminated in the
1960s, but its federal recognition as a sovereign tribe
was restored in 1990. The tribe, headquartered in Nio-
brara, doesn’t have a reservation. However, the tribe
maintains five office sites for a 15-county service deliv-
ery area across Nebraska, Iowa and South Dakota.

This weekend’s non-contest powwow is meant to
serve as an annual gathering and celebration of fami-
lies and friends, Hamilton said.

“It’s more of a sharing and gathering place for rela-
tives and friends to meet,” she said. “Some people
haven’t seen each other for a lot of years, and we have
some who have come to every single powwow. If peo-
ple are camping, we will have late hours of visiting
around the campground.”

While the modern-day Ponca Tribe’s powwow has
been held for two decades, powwows go far back in
American Indian history, Hamilton said.

“What did they have back in the day? It wasn’t
recorded (with cameras), so we rely on oral history,”
she said. “Some powwows go back 100 or 120 years,
but they have remained an annual gathering for meet-
ing up with other tribes.”

The Ponca Tribe’s powwow follows a more tradi-
tional format, Hamilton said. The sessions open with a
grand entry. Spectators can expect to witness a wide
variety of dancers and drum groups.

“We have no age limits, and we have participants
and spectators from all ages,” she said. “We have tiny
tots, some of them barely walking, on up through a lot
of elders.”

The dancers’ dress will range from the more tradi-
tional regalia to the more colorful dancers who wear
regalia such as the fancy shawl or jingle dress, Hamil-
ton said.

“When we talk of traditional, it’s not referring to the
dance so much as the regalia they wear,” she said.
“The traditional men may have feathers, while the
women may have a shawl over their arms. The fancy
dancers have a lot of shiny, sparkly regalia.”

With the whirling motions, some dancers in bril-

liant colors and fancy shawls look similar to birds fly-
ing, Hamilton said.

One group of dancers represents a special aspect of
powwows, Hamilton said.

“The grass dancers’ duty at the beginning of the
powwow is to stomp on the grass in the circle until it’s
flat,” she said. “Most of the grass dancers are the
younger men.”

Ponca’s Gathering
BY KATIE GREENE
Yankton Riverboat Days

A whole year of organiz-
ing, scheduling and plan-
ning for Riverboat Days
2014 culminates a week
from today (Friday) down
at Riverside Park! Official
opening ceremonies begins
at 6 p.m. in the amphithe-
atre. A special thanks to
Scott Kooistra for always
saying yes and being able
to roll with all the changes
and additions I give him
right before he heads out
on stage. 

Schedules — the most
asked-for item during River-
boat Days — have been
printed and delivered to
various locations around
town. If you have not found
one yet, you can print a ver-
sion off of our website —
www.riverboatdays.com —
or visit me at the informa-
tion booth during the week-
end. 

Riverboat Days raffle
tickets are available! Take
time out to purchase a
chance at winning some
great prizes and ultimately
supporting Riverboat Days.
This festival is completely
self-sufficient, but we do
rely on donations and vol-
unteers to make as many
events as possible free to
the public. If you would like
to purchase tickets, find a
board member or stop by
the Services Center Federal
Credit Union to do so. The
drawing will take place Sun-
day, Aug. 17, at 4:30 p.m.
down at Riverside Park in
the information booth. You
do not need to be in the
park to win, but you do
need to purchase tickets to
win! 

Riverboat Days has pur-
chased tickets for anyone
needing or wanting to ride
the River City Transit sys-
tem to the park during the
weekend. You can catch a
ride on Friday from 6 p.m.-
midnight, Saturday from 9
a.m.-midnight, and Sunday
from noon-6 p.m. The five
locations that the transit
will stop at are: The Yank-
ton Mall, The Summit Cen-
ter, Avera Rehabilitation
and Wellness Center, The
Center (900 Whiting Drive)
and Riverside Park. 

Sunday will mark the
first Riverboat Days Mud
Volleyball Tournament.
Tammy Johnson had the
great idea, and she has
taken this event under her
wing and is making it hap-
pen! Matches will begin at 8
a.m. and will go until the af-
ternoon. 

Finally, a special thank
you goes out to this year's
Captain and Belle, Chopper
and Marlene Johnson. De-
spite not getting a year off
from Riverboat Days duties
after their retirement, they
have offered to spend more
time than ever promoting
our community and our
great event. I am always im-
pressed with their constant
good attitudes and ability
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HAVE A PHOTO? Submit it to River City for publi-
cation in this space: RiverCity@yankton.net.

T AM TIRE
MUFFLER
ALIGNMENT

Mon-Fri 8:00-5:30, Saturday 8:00-12:00 •  www.TMAyankton.com

“Where you are more than just a customer!”

Yankton Mall 2101 N Broadway •  665-2552

When you need tires, we have a sale! •  Save NOW on ALL Brands & Styles of Tires!

PRECISION TOURING DRIVEGUARD Run-Flat DUELER A/T RH-S

CLIP & SAVE

Not valid with other offers. 

With coupon. Expires 08/31/14 (605) 665-2552

Air Conditioning
Inspection / Charge

$1000 OFF
CLIP & SAVE

Front End/Suspension/Alignment 
Check with Any Tire Purchase

Valid on regular priced passenger and 

light truck tires only. With coupon.

FREEEXP 08/31/14

(605) 665-2552

CLIP & SAVE

Not valid with other offers. 

With coupon. Expires 08/31/14 (605) 665-2552

CLIP & SAVE

Not valid with other offers. 

With coupon. Expires 08/31/14 (605) 665-2552

FREE
Brake Inspection

August 8thFRIDAY SATURDAY August 9th

8:00am-5:30pm 8:00am-3:00pm

$6995 $13995 $14995STARTING
AT ONLY

STARTING
AT ONLY

STARTING
AT ONLY

P185/65R15 P215/60R16 P265/70R17

Great wet traction and a quiet, 
comfortable ride, with all-season 
tread pattern.

Drive up to 50 miles* after a 
puncture or complete loss of air 
pressure at up to 50 MPH.

On-road capacity, enhanced off-road 
capabilities and all-season versatility, 
including traction in light snow.

7 0 0 0 0

FREE LUNCH
Join us for Lunch
Friday & Saturday

BRATS, CHIPS & DRINK!

REGISTER TO WIN
ONE OF 3 GRAND PRIZES
  •  Set of 4 Firestone Tires
  •  Oil Changes for a Year
  •  Minneapolis Getaway

11am-1pm

Check Engine Light On?
Computer Diagnostics

$2000 OFF

The Mighty Mo Show Exhibit opened to a
full G.A.R. Hall on Friday, Aug. 1. The Best of
Show Award went to Pat Hansen for her
panoramic submission, “Tale of Two
Bridges.” Honorable Mention was given to
Sam Stukel for his haunting photo, “Gone are
the Bison.” The People’s Choice Award is still
pending to allow more viewers to visit the
gallery and to vote. 

The theme for 2015 Mighty Mo Show is
“Mighty Mo: A River for All Seasons”

The brainchild of the late John Day, the
Mighty Mo Show features the marriage of
photography and the varied faces of the Mis-
souri, a passion Mr. Day shared. His desire to
combine his keen interest in photography,
his love for the Missouri and the popularity
of Riverboat Days makes this annual event

one of the most popular participated and an-
ticipated exhibits.

YAA sponsored the Mighty Mo category
in the South Dakota State Poetry Society
(SDSPS) for their 2013 Competition. It was
from these selections which the 2014 Mighty
Mo Show photographers interpreted. Marilyn
Kratz SDSPs member, personally read her
submission entitled, “What Makes The River
Laugh,” one of the more widely interpreted
poems.

The Mighty Mo Show also has a Promise
to Purchase feature. Several local businesses
were invited to purchase their favorite pic-
ture prior to the opening of the show. Special
thanks to South Dakota Magazine, Home Fed-
eral, Avera Sacred Heart and Yankton Dental
for their participation and contribution. 

COURTESY PHOTO

New Yankton Area Arts Executive Director Julie Amsberry is shown
with 2014 Mighty Mo Photo Show Best of Show winner Pat Hansen.
Hansen’s winning entry “A Tale of Two Bridges” is pictured in the
background.

Hansen Wins Top Prize
At Mighty Mo Show 

Just One
Week Until
Riverboat

Days 2014!
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PHOTO: PONCA TRIBE

This participant performs a traditional American Indian dance during the Ponca Tribe powwow. The 21st annual
powwow will run from today (Friday) through Sunday at the grounds located 4 1/2 miles southwest of Niobrara,
Nebraska. The powwow traditionally draws hundreds of participants and spectators from across the nation. The
event is free and open to the public.

21st Annual Powwow
Set For This Weekend

Near Niobrara
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