
BY JOHN WAWROW
AND DAN GELSTON
AP Sports Writers

CANANDAIGUA, N.Y. — The
collision was as common as
any in racing. Kevin Ward Jr.’s
car spun twice like a top,
wheels hugging the wall, be-
fore it plopped backward on
the dimly lit dirt track.

In a sport steeped with
bravado, what happened next
was another familiar, but
treacherous, move: Wearing a
black firesuit and black hel-
met, the 20-year-old Ward un-
buckled himself, climbed out
of the winged car into the
night and defiantly walked
onto the track at Canandaigua
Motorsports Park.

He gestured, making his
disgust evident with the driver
who triggered the wreck with a
bump: three-time NASCAR
champion Tony Stewart. 

Ward, a relative unknown
compared to NASCAR’s noted
swashbuckler, was nearly hit
by another passing car as he
pointed with his right arm in
Stewart’s direction. As he con-
fronted Stewart in his passing
car, disaster struck. 

Ward was standing to the
right of Stewart’s familiar No.
14 car, which seemed to fish-
tail from the rear and hit him.
According to video and wit-
ness accounts, Ward’s body
was sucked underneath the
car and hurtled through the air
before landing on his back as
fans looked on in horror.

Ward was killed. Stewart,
considered one of the most
proficient drivers in racing,
dropped out of Sunday’s
NASCAR race at Watkins Glen,
hours after Saturday’s crash.
And the sport was left reeling
from a tragedy that could have
ripple effects from the biggest
stock car series down to week-
night dirt track racing.

“There aren’t words to de-
scribe the sadness I feel about

the accident that took the life
of Kevin Ward Jr.,” Stewart said
in a statement.

Authorities questioned the
43-year-old Stewart once on
Saturday night and went to
Watkins Glen to talk to him
again Sunday. They described
him as “visibly shaken” after
the crash and said he was co-
operative.

On Sunday, Ontario County
Sheriff Philip Povero said that
investigators also don’t have
any evidence at this point in
the investigation to support
criminal intent. But he also
said that criminal charges
have not been ruled out.

The crash raised several
questions: Will Ward’s death
cause drivers to think twice
about on-track confrontations?

Did Stewart try and send his
own message by buzzing Ward,
the young driver, only to have
his risky move turn fatal? Or
did Ward simply take his life
into his own hands by step-
ping into traffic in a black fire-
sutsuit on a dark track? 

The only one who may
have that answer is Stewart. 

David S. Weinsten, a former
state and federal prosecutor in
Miami who is now in private
practice, said it would be diffi-
cult to prove criminal intent.

“I think even with the
video, it’s going to be tough to
prove that this was more than
just an accident and that it
was even culpable negligence,
which he should’ve known or
should’ve believed that by get-
ting close to this guy, that it

was going to cause the acci-
dent,” he said.

The sheriff renewed a plea
for spectators to turn over
photos and videos of the
crash. Investigators were re-
constructing the accident and
looking into everything from
the dim lighting on a portion of
the track to how muddy it was,
as well as if Ward’s dark fire-
suit played a role in his death,
given the conditions.

Driver Cory Sparks, a friend
of Ward’s, was a few cars back
when Ward was killed. 

“The timing was unsafe,” he
said of Ward’s decision to get
out of his car to confront Stew-
art. “When your adrenaline is
going, and you’re taken out of
a race, your emotions flare.” 
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Turkey Moves Wounded Palestinians  
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkish Prime Minister Recep

Tayyip Erdogan says his country has started to evacuate
wounded people from Gaza to Turkey for treatment.

Erdogan did not provide details, but the state-run Anadolu
Agency said a Turkish air ambulance left for Israel late on Sun-
day to transport four people to Turkey for treatment in hospi-
tals in the capital Ankara. The agency said a child was among
the wounded.

Erdogan made the announcement during a victory speech
hours after he was elected president in Turkey’s first direct
vote for the position.

Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu said this week that
Turkey was working to establish an air corridor to bring the
seriously wounded to Turkey.

Kurds Retake 2 Towns From Militants  
BAGHDAD (AP) — Reinvigorated by American airstrikes,

Kurdish forces retook two towns from Sunni militants Sunday,
achieving one of their first victories after weeks of retreating,
a senior Kurdish military official said.

Kurdish peshmerga fighters were able to push the mili-
tants of the Islamic State group out of the villages of
Makhmour and al-Gweir, some 45 kilometers from Irbil, Brig.
Gen. Shirko Fatih said.

The United States launched a fourth round of airstrikes
Sunday against militant vehicles and mortars firing on Irbil as
part of efforts to blunt the militants’ advance and protect
American personnel near the Kurdish capital.

U.S. warplanes and drones have also attacked militants fir-
ing on minority Yazidis around Sinjar, which is in the far west
of the country near the Syrian border.

In the Kurdish capital on Sunday, the president of the semi-
autonomous Kurdish Regional Government, Massoud Barzani,
said American military support has been effective thus far,
but, he added, peshmerga soldiers require more firepower to
defeat the militants.

Mother Of Dead Teen Wants Justice
FERGUSON, Mo. (AP) — The mother of an 18-year-old

black man shot and killed in a St. Louis suburb says she does-
n’t understand why police didn’t subdue her son with a club
or Taser, and she says the policeman who shot him should be
jailed.

Lesley McSpadden says her son, Michael Brown, had grad-
uated from high school and was headed to college.

McSpadden was speaking at the site of the Saturday killing.
She says police have not explained why her son was con-
fronted by the officer.

“I would like to see him fired,” McSpadden said Sunday. “I
would like to see him go to jail with the death penalty.”

Police say the unarmed man was shot multiple times after
a scuffle involving the officer and two people. The officer has
been put on leave.

Fighting Rages In Eastern Ukraine City
DONETSK, Ukraine (AP) — Fighting raged in the city of

Donetsk on Sunday, as government forces continued to close in
on the rebel stronghold and pro-Russian insurgents backed
away from an unconditional cease-fire offer that they an-
nounced just the day before.

With a string of military successes and broad support for its
campaign from the West and most of its domestic base, Kiev
has taken a hard line against the rebel forces and promised it
will only relent when the separatists surrender. Donetsk re-
mained a ghost town on Sunday, with few civilians daring to
venture outside as explosions rang out every few minutes and
burnt-out buses and buildings smoldered from the night before.

In a statement Saturday, newly elected rebel leader Alek-
sandr Zakharchenko appeared to call for a cease-fire without
stating any preconditions. But on Sunday, rebel spokeswoman
Elena Nikitina repeated the rebels’ earlier stance, telling the As-
sociated Press that talks on the conflict could only begin if the
Ukrainian army withdrew from the region — something Kiev is
unlikely to do.

She also denounced the government as “incapable of nego-
tiating.”

Ukraine’s National Security and Defense Council spokesman
Andriy Lysenko said that the only way for the rebels in Donetsk
to save their lives would be to “lay down their arms and give
up.” He said the Ukrainian side hadn’t seen the rebels show any
real willingness to cooperate.

US Gas Prices Down 6 Cents A Gallon
CAMARILLO, Calif. (AP) — The average U.S. price of gaso-

line has dipped 6 cents a gallon in the past two weeks and
prices in California have fallen 9 cents in the same time pe-
riod.

According to the Lundberg Survey released Sunday, the av-
erage nationwide for a gallon of regular is now $3.52. The av-
erage price for midgrade gasoline is $3.83 and premium is
$3.88. 

Of cities surveyed in the Lower 48 states, the lowest price,
$3.19, was in Jackson, Mississippi. 

San Francisco had the highest price at $3.95. 
In California, prices for a gallon of regular dropped 9 cents

to $3.86. 
The lowest price, $3.76, was in Bakersfield. 
The survey says the average U.S. price of regular grade

gasoline dropped a total of 19 cents over the past seven
weeks.

Egypt’s Divisions Still Drawn In Blood
CAIRO (AP) — Around 6:30 a.m., police armored vehicles

rumbled up to the barricades at the edges of the anti-govern-
ment sit-in where thousands of Islamists had camped out for
weeks in a Cairo square.

First came tear gas. Then quickly, police started using ma-
chine guns. Every five minutes, student Mahmoud el-Iddrissi
remembers, they swept the barricade with bullets. A friend
next to him stood to throw a firecracker and immediately fell,
shot in his neck and shoulder.

The scene on Aug. 14, 2013, was the start of the biggest
massacre in modern Egyptian history, as security forces
crushed the sit-in by Islamist supporters of Mohammed
Morsi, the elected president who had been removed by the
military a month earlier. At least 624 people were killed during
12 hours of mayhem in Cairo’s Rabaah el-Adawiyah Square,
though rights groups have said the toll may be several hun-
dred higher.

An Associated Press investigation into the day shows that
commanders gave security forces virtually carte blanche to
use deadly force. Authorities contend police only responded
with live ammunition on anyone who fired on them — and
eight policemen were killed by gunmen in the square during
the assault.

BY MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH 
Associated Press

CAIRO — Israel and the Hamas mili-
tant group accepted an Egyptian cease-
fire proposal Sunday, clearing the way
for the resumption of talks on a long-
term truce to end a month of heavy
fighting in the Gaza Strip that has taken
nearly 2,000 lives.

The announcement marked the sec-
ond time in less than a week that the
bitter enemies had agreed to Egyptian
mediation. A similar three-day truce
last week collapsed in renewed violence
over the weekend.

The truce took effect at midnight
(2101 GMT), preceded by heavy rocket
fire toward Israel. In Cairo, the Egyptian
Foreign Ministry said the cease-fire
would allow humanitarian aid into bat-
tered Gaza neighborhoods and the re-
opening of indirect talks on a more
lasting and comprehensive deal.

Hamas is seeking an end to the Is-
raeli-Egyptian blockade against Gaza,
while Israel wants Hamas to dismantle
its formidable arsenal of rockets and
other weapons.

Palestinian negotiators accepted the
proposal early Sunday after meeting
with Egyptian officials throughout the
weekend. Israeli officials concurred
later. Both delegations are back in
Cairo.

Qais Abdelkarim, a member of the
Palestinian delegation, said indirect
talks with the Israelis would begin Mon-
day “with the hope of reaching a lasting
cease-fire.” The goal, he added, was to
end the blockade, which he called “the
reason for the war.”

The recent fighting has been the
heaviest between Israel and Hamas
since Hamas took control of Gaza in
2007. More than 1,900 Palestinians have
been killed, including hundreds of civil-
ians. On the Israeli side, 67 people have
been killed, including three civilians.
Nearly 10,000 people have been
wounded and thousands of homes de-
stroyed.

The fighting ended in a three-day
cease-fire last Tuesday. Egypt had
hoped to use that truce to mediate a

long-term deal. But when it expired, mil-
itants resumed their rocket fire, spark-
ing Israeli reprisals. The violence
continued throughout the weekend, in-
cluding a burst of fighting late Sunday
ahead of the expected cease-fire.

The Israeli military reported some
30 rocket attacks from Gaza on Sunday.
Palestinian medical officials said seven
people were killed in Israeli airstrikes,
including the bodyguard of a Hamas
leader, the medical officials said.

Israel had walked away from cease-
fire talks over the weekend. “Israel will
not negotiate under fire,” Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu said earlier
Sunday, warning that his country’s mili-
tary campaign “will take time.”

Last week’s talks failed in part be-
cause Israel rejected Hamas’ demand
for a complete end to the blockade. Is-
rael says the closure is necessary to
prevent arms smuggling, and officials
do not want to make any concessions
that would allow Hamas to declare vic-
tory.

A senior Palestinian negotiator ac-
knowledged that the Palestinians would
make more modest demands this time
around. He said they will seek an end to
the bloodshed in Gaza and an easing —

but not an end — to the blockade.
“We might not get everything we

want, particularly on freedom of move-
ment. But we believe the Israelis and
the world have gotten the point that
Gazans should live normally and things
should be much better than today,” the
negotiator said, speaking on condition
of anonymity because he was dis-
cussing internal Palestinian delibera-
tions.

Israel says Hamas must disarm.
Hamas has said handing over its arse-
nal, which is believed to include several
thousand remaining rockets, is out of
the question.

The blockade has greatly limited the
movement of Palestinians in and out of
the impoverished territory of 1.8 mil-
lion people for jobs and schooling. It
has also limited the flow of goods into
Gaza and blocked virtually all exports.

An Egyptian crackdown on smuggling
tunnels along Gaza’s southern border
has made things even tougher by rob-
bing Hamas of its key economic pipeline
and weapons conduit. Gaza’s unemploy-
ment rate surpasses 50 percent, and
Hamas is unable to pay the salaries of
tens of thousands of workers.

Israel, Hamas Accept New
Egyptian Cease-Fire Plan

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) —
When an Israeli airstrike hit the Gaza
home for the handicapped where she
was staying, Sally Saqr was left shat-
tered. Her pelvis, both legs and an
arm were broken, her skull fractured,
much of her body burned. In the hos-
pital, doctors couldn’t put her limbs
in casts because multiple other
wounds had to heal first.

But after a week, her mother had
to take the 20 year old home because
Gaza’s main Shifa Hospital needed the
bed as more broken bodies flowed in
every day from the bombardment.

Saqr has been severely handi-
capped since birth because of compli-
cations during delivery. She can’t

speak, her body never developed be-
yond the size of a child. She was able
to walk — with difficulty — but after
her wounds in the July 12 airstrike,
she couldn’t walk at all, and had to be
put in diapers because she couldn’t
reach the bathroom.

Her mother has been over-
whelmed. Saqr is in excruciating pain
and screams in her sleep.

“My burden is heavy,” said her 36-
year-old mother, Soumah Abu Shanab.
“Now I must feed her, bathe her and
change her diapers.” She spoke as
three visiting nurses changed Saqr’s
dressings. Saqr clutched a box of
medicine. Just holding it distracts her
from the pain. 

Gaza’s Wounded Show Ravages Of War

Probe Begins In Fatal Racing Crash


