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SAN FRANCISCO  — Robin
Williams, the Academy Award
winner and comic supernova
whose explosions of pop cul-
ture riffs and impressions
dazzled audiences for
decades and made him a
gleamy-eyed laureate for the
Information Age, died Mon-
day in an apparent suicide.
He was 63.

Williams was pronounced
dead at his home in California
on Monday, according to the
sheriff’s office in Marin
County, north of San Fran-
cisco. The sheriff’s office said
a preliminary investigation
shows the cause of death to
be a suicide due to asphyxia.

From his breakthrough in
the late 1970s as the alien in
the hit TV show “Mork and
Mindy,” through his standup
act and such films as “Good
Morning, Vietnam,” the short,
barrel-chested Williams
ranted and shouted as if just
sprung from solitary confine-
ment. Loud, fast, manic, he
parodied everyone from John
Wayne to Keith Richards, im-
personating a Russian immi-
grant as easily as a pack of
Nazi attack dogs.

He was a riot in drag in
“Mrs. Doubtfire,” or as a car-
toon genie in “Aladdin.” He
won his Academy Award in a
rare, but equally intense dra-
matic role, as a teacher in the
1997 film “Good Will Hunt-
ing.” 

He was no less on fire in
interviews. During a 1989
chat with The Associated
Press, he could barely stay

seated in his hotel room, or
even mention the film he was
supposed to promote, as he
free-associated about comedy
and the cosmos.

“There’s an Ice Age com-
ing,” he said. “But the good
news is there’ll be daiquiris
for everyone and the Ice Ca-

pades will be everywhere.
The lobster will keep for at
least 100 years, that’s the
good news. The Swanson din-
ners will last a whole millen-
nium. The bad news is the
house will basically be in
Arkansas.”

Like so many funnymen,

he had serious ambitions,
winning his Oscar for his por-
trayal of an empathetic thera-
pist in “Good Will Hunting.”
He also played for tears in
“Awakenings,” “Dead Poets
Society” and “What Dreams
May Come,” something that
led New York Times critic
Stephen Holden to once say
he dreaded seeing the actor’s
“Humpty Dumpty grin and
crinkly moist eyes.”

Williams also won three
Golden Globes, for “Good
Morning, Vietnam,” “Mrs.
Doubtfire” and “The Fisher
King.” 

His other film credits in-
cluded Robert Altman’s “Pop-
eye” (a box office bomb),
Paul Mazursky’s “Moscow on
the Hudson,” Steven Spiel-
berg’s “Hook” and Woody
Allen’s “Deconstructing
Harry.” On stage, Williams
joined fellow comedian Steve
Martin in a 1988 Broadway
revival of “Waiting for Godot.”

Cease-Fire Takes Hold In Gaza 
CAIRO (AP) — As a new temporary truce took hold, ne-

gotiators from Israel and the Hamas militant group re-
sumed indirect talks Monday to reach a long-term
cease-fire in the Gaza Strip.

The two sides huddled in an Egyptian government
building for nine consecutive hours, a Palestinian official
said Monday, in what are expected to be marathon negotia-
tions in the coming days.

The Palestinian delegations were more optimistic Mon-
day, the Palestinian official told The Associated Press, who
spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not au-
thorized to discuss the negotiations with the media. He
said progress was made on several issues.

The 72-hour truce, brokered by Egypt, took effect just
after midnight, in the second attempt to halt a month of
heavy fighting between the sides.

A similar three-day truce collapsed on Friday when mili-
tants resumed rocket fire on Israel after the sides were un-
able to make any headway in Egyptian-brokered
negotiations for a more lasting deal. Hamas is seeking an
end to an Israeli-Egyptian border blockade, while Israel
wants Hamas to disarm.

Black Teen Fatally Shot by Officer
FERGUSON, Mo. (AP) — A black teenager who was fa-

tally shot by a police officer had his hands raised when the
officer approached with his weapon drawn and fired re-
peatedly, according to two men who said they witnessed
the shooting that sparked a night of unrest in suburban St.
Louis.

The FBI opened an investigation Monday into the death
of 18-year-old Michael Brown, who police said was shot
multiple times Saturday after being confronted by an offi-
cer in Ferguson, a suburb of 21,000 that’s nearly 70 percent
black.

Authorities were vague about exactly what led the offi-
cer to open fire, except to say that the shooting was pre-
ceded by a scuffle of some kind with a man. It was unclear
whether Brown or the man he was with was involved in the
altercation.

Investigators have refused to publicly disclose the race
of the officer, who is now on administrative leave. But
Phillip Walker said he was on the porch of an apartment
complex overlooking the scene when he heard a shot and
saw a white officer with Brown on the street.

Brown “was giving up in the sense of raising his arms
and being subdued,” Walker told The Associated Press on
Monday. The officer “had his gun raised and started shoot-
ing the individual in the chest multiple times.” The officer
then “stood over him and shot him” after the victim fell
wounded.

Red Cross Leads Humanitarian Mission
DONETSK, Ukraine (AP) — Ukrainian forces on Monday

zeroed in on rebel strongholds as the government wel-
comed an international humanitarian relief mission into
the rebellious east involving Russia, the United States and
the European Union.

The mission will be conducted under the auspices of
the International Committee of the Red Cross. The organi-
zation said in a statement it is ready to facilitate the opera-
tion with the involvement of all sides concerned following
a Russian initiative to provide humanitarian assistance to
people in eastern Ukraine.

It wasn’t clear when the deliveries would start.
“The practical details of this operation need to be clari-

fied before this initiative can move forward,” said Laurent
Corbaz, the ICRC’s head of operations for Europe and Cen-
tral Asia.

Moscow had long urged Kiev to allow the aid delivery,
but Ukraine and the West previously had opposed the
move, fearing that it could serve as a pretext for sending
Russian troops into rebel-held territory. Ukraine and the
West have accused Moscow of arming and supporting the
rebels fighting government troops in the east, a charge that
the Kremlin has denied.

Ebola Drug Only Given To Westerners
MONROVIA, Liberia (AP) — The Liberian government

says it will receive doses of an experimental Ebola drug to
treat doctors in the West African country.

The U.S. government confirmed that it had put Liberian
officials in touch with the maker of ZMapp, and referred ad-
ditional questions to Mapp Biopharmaceutical Inc.

It was unclear how much of the treatment would be
sent but government officials cautioned that the company
had only a limited supply of the drug. The company said in
a statement Monday that its supply had been exhausted.

Thus far, two Americans and a Spaniard have received
the drug.
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Balloon Sinus Dilation has given new hope to patients not 
responding well to medications and are seeking relief from 

uncomfortable and painful sinusitis symptoms. 

Experience Relief
Balloon Sinus Dilation is a breakthrough 
sinus procedure that opens sinus passages 
to relieve pain and pressure associated with 
chronic sinusitis. Whereas previously formal 
surgery in the operating room was the only 
option, now a less invasive option that is 
clinically proven to be safe, effective and 
improve the quality of your life is available.
We perform Balloon Sinuplasty to eligible 
patients in our office under local anesthesia.

Call 605-665-1220 to scheudle your appointment 
and see if Ballon Sinus Dilation is right for you.
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BY JULIE PACE AND NEDRA PICKLER
Associated Press

CHILMARK, Mass. — President Barack
Obama welcomed new leadership in Iraq
as “a promising step forward” Monday
amid a political and security crisis in
Baghdad, saying the only lasting solution
is the formation of an inclusive govern-
ment.

Obama pointedly did not mention
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki but clearly
was nudging the incumbent clinging to
power to step aside as he urged Iraqi po-
litical leaders to work peacefully through
a political transition.

“The United States stands ready to
support a government that addresses the
needs and grievances of all Iraqi people,”
Obama said outside his rented vacation
home on Martha’s Vineyard, where he
earlier huddled with advisers for updates
on events on the other side of the world.

Obama’s remarks came as the U.S.
conducted more airstrikes against the Is-
lamic State in northern Iraq as Yazidis
trapped by the militant’s advance were
escaping. “Our aircraft remain positioned
to strike any terrorist forces around the
mountain who threaten the safety of
these families,” Obama said. 

In Washington, Lt. Gen. William

Mayville, the director of operations for
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told reporters
that the 15 targeted strikes have slowed
the Islamic State’s advance but done little
to degrade the militants’ capacity as a
fighting force.

“In the immediate areas where we’ve
focused our strikes, we’ve had a very tem-
porary effect,” Mayville said. “I in no way
want to suggest that we have effectively
contained — or that we are somehow
breaking the momentum of the threat
posed by the Islamic State group.”

Amid the security threat loomed a po-
tential political crisis. New Iraqi President
Fouad Massoum selected the deputy par-
liament speaker, Haider al-Ibadi, as al-Ma-
liki’s replacement. Al-Maliki accused
Massoum of carrying out “a coup against
the constitution and the political process”
with al-Ibadi’s nomination. Al-Maliki in-
sisted he should maintain his position as
prime minister.The U.S. is backing the
new leadership. Obama said he and Vice
President Joe Biden called al-Ibadi Mon-
day to urge him to form a new cabinet as
soon as possible.

“The only lasting solution is for Iraqis
to come together and form an inclusive
government,” Obama said in brief re-
marks to reporters.

The Obama administration has begun
directly providing weapons to Kurdish

forces who have started to make gains
against the Islamic State, senior U.S. offi-
cials said, but the aid has so far been lim-
ited to automatic rifles and ammunition.

Previously, the U.S. sold arms in Iraq
only to the government in Baghdad,
which has largely failed in recent years to
transfer them to the Kurdish forces in the
north, American officials have said. Bagh-
dad made some transfers with American
help in recent days, since U.S. airstrikes
began to support Kurdish forces fighting
off the Islamic State advance toward the
northern city of Irbil. But U.S. officials de-
cided to begin their own deliveries. The
Kurdish peshmerga fighters had been los-
ing ground to Islamic State militants in re-
cent weeks, in part because they were
outgunned and at times ran out of ammu-
nition, officials said.

A Kurdish government official said the
U.S. weapons already are being directly
sent to Irbil — where U.S. personnel are
based — consist mostly of light arms like
AK-47s and ammunition.

The State Department sought to down-
play the significance of the apparent shift
in U.S. policy.The militants have “ob-
tained some heavy weaponry, and the
Kurds need additional arms and we’re
providing those — there’s nothing new
here,” said department spokeswoman Jen
Psaki.

Robin Williams, Comedian, Dead At 63

Obama Welcomes Iraqi Leaders
As ‘A Promising Step Forward’

RICARDO DEARATANHA/LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT
Robin Williams died yesterday. He was 63. Here, the actor is pic-
tured on the set of The Crazy Ones at 20th Century Fox Studios in
November 2013. 


