PAGE 10

Casino

From Page 1

In addition, the casino
opened an enclosed swim-
ming pool and spa last De-
cember that was an
immediate hit, said Ohiya
Casino general manager
Thelma Thomas. The new
amenities will make the
casino a destination resort,
she predicted.

The swimming pool and
golf course are examples of
Ohiya Casino offering more
than just gambling, although
gaming continues to offer a
big draw, Thomas said.

The 25,000-square-foot
casino offers 400 Class I gam-
ing machines, or double the
former number. The gaming
area is bordered by the bar
and a gift shop.

Besides the casino, the
61,000-square-foot facility in-
cludes a 47-room lodge with
two luxury suites, a banquet
facility and conference cen-
ter.

The Four Winds Event
Hall offers 4,000 square feet
for live entertainment, bingo,
business meetings and wed-
dings. The casino has sought
to expand its entertainment
line-up with legendary
artists, comedians and musi-
cians.

The casino has provided
space for parties, weddings
and entertainment not for-
merly available for local resi-
dents, Trudell said.

“We had 12 Christmas par-
ties booked by companies
and organizations,” he said.
“We have different bands that
play here. It’s a good feeling,
offering a place for entertain-
ment and things to do with-
out people having to travel a
long way.”

The casino offers ex-
panded food and beverage
options. A 34-seat cafe fea-
tures hot and cold foods with
self-service capabilities. A 32-
seat buffet area includes
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service stations, and a 54-seat
restaurant offers full table
service.

A neighboring conven-
ience store and gas station re-
placed the former Feather Hill
gas station located two miles
west on Highway 12, next to
the former casino.

The new facilities repre-
sent a major step forward for
the tribe in its 18-year strug-
gle as Nebraska’s first casino.

The ground-breaking cere-
mony for the new casino was
held in October 2011 after the
Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community %SMSC) of
Minnesota loaned $20 million
to the Santee Sioux Nation.
The casino was opened to the
public in January 2013.

The Ohiya Casino —
whose name translates to
“winner” or “victor” — re-
flects the tribal heritage in its
art, decorations and exterior.
An interpretive center is in
the works that will also honor
tribal culture and history.

The new casino has also
doubled its workforce, which
is a major victory on a reser-
vation with 75 percent unem-
ployment.

“We were running 40 em-
ployees, now we’re running
90,” Thomas said.

The new facility repre-
sents a vast improvement in
amenities compared to the
small café, casino and bingo
hall that initially offered 29
games and nine employees.

“The dreams of my grand-
father have come to life,”
Trudell said. “We are proud
that we are doing this. We are
making our mark in the area.
We have big -city folks here to
check out northeast
Nebraska.”

For more information on
the casino, visit the Facebook
page or go online at www.ohiy-
acasino.com.

You can follow Randy Dock-

endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf. Dis-
cuss this story at www.yank-
ton.net.
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promising to follow the Islamic State in
its safe haven within Syria, where offi-
cials said Foley had been killed. Later,
though, the administration revealed
that several dozen special operations
troops had been on the ground in Syria
briefly in an effort to rescue the
hostages, but did not find them.

And looking forward, the State De-
partment refused to rule out future U.S.
military operations in Syria, where
Obama has long resisted intervening in
a three-year civil war.

Western nations agreed to speed
help to combat the militants — most
notably Germany, which bucked public
opposition by announcing it would arm
Iraqi Kurdish fighters to battle the Is-
lamic State. French Foreign Minister
Laurent Fabius said he was outraged by
the beheading, deeming it evidence of a
“caliphate of barbarism.” Italy’s defense
minister said the country hopes to con-
tribute machine guns, ammunition and
anti-tank rockets.

The Islamic State called Foley’s
death a revenge killing for U.S.
airstrikes against militants in Iraq, and
said other hostages would be slain if
the attacks continued. Undeterred, the
U.S. conducted 14 additional strikes
after a video of the beheading surfaced,
bringing to 84 the number of airstrikes
since they began on Aug. 8.

Two U.S. officials said additional
American troops — probably less than
300 — could be headed to Iraq to pro-
vide extra security around Baghdad,
where the U.S. Embassy is located. That
would bring the total number of Ameri-
can forces in Iraq to well over 1,000, al-
though officials said no final decision
had been made. The officials spoke on
condition of anonymity because they
were not authorized to discuss the mat-
ter by name.

Foley’s mother said she is praying for
other hostages being held by the Sunni-
dominated terror group, and described
her son’s slaying as “just evil.”

Obama agreed.

“No just God would stand for what
they did yesterday, and for what they
do every single day,” the president said.
The Islamic State militants have prom-
ised to eliminate all people they con-
sider heretics in their quest to create
an extremist state across much of Iraq
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and Syria.

“We will be vigilant and we will be re-
lentless,” Obama said, urging unity
among Mideast governments in order to
eviscerate the extremist group’s growing
power. He spoke from Martha’s Vineyard
in Massachusetts, where his family is va-
cationing.

In capitals across the Middle East,
news of Foley’s death was met largely
with silence, even in Syria and [raq —
the two countries where the Islamic
State is strongest. On social media, peo-
ple in the region condemned Foley’s
killing, but stressed that the Islamic
State has been committing atrocities
against Iraqis and Syrians for years.

For much of the past year, and until
this summer, the Obama administration
was deeply divided on how much of a
threat the Islamic State posed to Ameri-
cans or even other nations beyond Iraq
and Syria. But since the militants’ march
across northern Iraq in June, and as its
ranks swelled almost threefold to an esti-
mated 15,000 fighters, Obama has ac-
knowledged that the Islamic State could
become a direct threat to Americans.

Foley’s death proved to the West
what many people in Syria and Iraq al-
ready knew: The Islamic State “has de-
clared war on the civilized world,” said
Dr. Najib Ghadibian, the Syrian National
Coalition’s special representative to the
U.S. The group’s sweep also has served
as a wake-up call to other Mideast gov-
ernments, said Fawaz Gerges, director of
the Middle East Center at the London
School of Economics.

“The Saudis, the Kuwaitis, the Emi-
ratis, and even the Qataris, are getting
the message now,” Gerges said. “I think
in the last few weeks we have seen a
kind of new awareness on the part of re-
gional powers that the Islamic State does
present a threat to the very social fabric
and the foundation of the state system.”

He said Foley’s death could help in-
tensify efforts on the part of Washing-
ton’s regional allies to make a more
concerted effort to address the threat.

Jordan and Saudi Arabia, both of
whom share a border with Iraq, have dis-
patched troops to the frontier in a bid to
prevent any attempt by the extremists to
attack. Iran, an ally of the Shiite-led gov-
ernment in Baghdad, has sent military
advisers to help organize Shiite militias
in Iraq and defend holy sites.

Authorities from the Gulf to Egypt, as
well as their peoples, have looked on
with growing concern as the Islamic
State group has brutally expanded the
territory under its control, punctuating
its rise by declaring a caliphate in lands
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straddling the Syria-Iraq border.

Foley, a 40-year-old journalist from
Rochester, New Hampshire, was no
stranger to war zone reporting. He went
missing in northern Syria in November
2012 while freelancing for Agence
France-Presse and the Boston-based
news organization GlobalPost. The car
he was riding in was stopped by four mil-
itants in a contested battle zone that
both Sunni rebel fighters and govern-
ment forces were trying to control. He
had not been heard from since.

He was one of at least four Americans
still being held in Syria — three of whom
officials said were kidnapped by the Is-
lamic State. The fourth, freelance jour-
nalist Austin Tice, disappeared in Syria
in August 2012 and is believed to be in
the custody of government forces in
Syria.

The Islamic State video of Foley’s be-
heading also showed another of the
missing American journalists, Steven
Sotloff, and warned he would be the next
killed if U.S. airstrikes continued. U.S. of-
ficials believe the video was made days
before its Tuesday release, perhaps last
weekend, and have grown increasingly
worried about Sotloff’s fate.

The New York-based Committee to
Protect Journalists says that more than
80 journalists have been abducted in
Syria, and estimates that around 20 are
currently missing there. It has not re-
leased their nationalities. In its annual
report in November, the committee de-
scribed the widespread seizure of jour-
nalists as unprecedented and largely
unreported by news organizations in the
hope that keeping the kidnappings out of
public view may help in the captives’
release.

Obama avoided specific mention of
the other American hostages in Syria,
and was vague on whether the U.S.
would significantly ramp up its assault
on the Islamic State beyond the
airstrikes and small potential increase in
troops in Iraq. A third senior U.S. official
said the administration was well aware
of the risks to the hostages once the
strikes began, and would now consider
as aggressive a policy as possible to
obliterate the militants.

At the State Department, spokes-
woman Marie Harf did not rule out mili-
tary operations in Syria to bring those
responsible to justice, saying the U.S.
“reserves the right to hold people ac-
countable when they harm Americans.”

U.S. lawmakers, however, said they
doubted the White House would expand
its attacks to strike within Syria — some-
thing the Obama administration has long
resisted.
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