
BY ALAN SCHER ZAGIER
Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder sought
Wednesday to reassure the
people of Ferguson about the
investigation into Michael
Brown’s death and said he un-
derstands why many black
Americans do not trust police,
recalling how he was repeat-
edly stopped by officers who
seemed to target him because
of his race.

Holder made the remarks
during a visit to the St. Louis
suburb that has been wracked
by more than a week of unrest
since the black 18-year-old
was shot and killed by a white
officer.

The attorney general re-
membered how he was
stopped twice on the New Jer-
sey Turnpike and accused of
speeding. Police searched his
car, going through the trunk
and looking under the seats.

“I remember how humiliat-
ing that was and how angry I
was and the impact it had on
me,” Holder said during a pri-
vate meeting with about 50
community leaders at the
Florissant campus of St. Louis
Community College.

Holder also met with fed-
eral officials investigating
Michael Brown’s Aug. 9 death
and with Brown’s parents.

While living in the George-
town neighborhood of Wash-
ington, Holder was once
running to catch a movie with
his cousin when a squad car
rolled up and flashed its lights
at the pair. The officer yelled,
“Where are you going? Hold
it!” Holder recalled.

His cousin “started
mouthing off,” and Holder
urged him to be quiet.

“We negotiate the whole
thing, and we walk to our
movie. At the time that he

stopped me, I was a federal
prosecutor. I wasn’t a kid,” he
said.

Holder also met briefly
with Missouri State Highway
Patrol Capt. Ron Johnson, who
has been in charge of security
in the community for nearly a
week since relieving Ferguson
police. The National Guard
has also been called in to help
keep the peace.

When asked whether he
had confidence in the local in-
vestigation of the police offi-
cer, Johnson said Holder’s
presence “is a guarantee on
that.”

In nearby Clayton, a grand
jury began hearing evidence
to determine whether the offi-
cer, Darren Wilson, should be
charged in Brown’s death.

A spokesman for St. Louis
County Prosecutor Bob Mc-

Culloch said there was no
timeline for the process, but it
could take weeks.

At the college, Holder told
his audience that the most ex-
perienced agents and prosecu-
tors would be assigned to the
Ferguson investigation.

Outside the St. Louis
County Justice Center in Clay-
ton, where the grand jury con-
vened, two dozen protesters
gathered in a circle for a
prayer, chanted and held signs
urging McCulloch to step
aside.

McCulloch’s deep family
connections to police have
been cited by some black lead-
ers who question his ability to
be impartial in the case. Mc-
Culloch’s father, mother,
brother, uncle and cousin all
worked for the St. Louis Police
Department, and his father

was killed while responding to
a call involving a black
suspect.

The prosecutor, who is
white, has insisted his back-
ground will have no bearing
on the handling of the Brown
case, which has touched off
days of nighttime protests
during which authorities used
tear gas and rubber bullets to
clear the streets.

The protests were more
subdued Tuesday night, with
smaller crowds, fewer con-
frontations and no tear gas.
Police said they still made 47
arrests, mainly of people who
defied orders to disperse. Ten-
sions rose briefly when some-
one hurled a bottle at officers,
but there were no reports of
gunfire or the type of clashes
that had marked previous
nights.

BY JULIE PACE
AP White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama sent spe-
cial operations troops to
Syria this summer on a secret
mission to rescue American
hostages, including journalist
James Foley, held by Islamic
State extremists, but they did
not find them, the Obama ad-
ministration said Wednesday.

Officials said the rescue
mission was authorized after
intelligence agencies believed
they had identified the loca-
tion inside Syria where the
hostages were being held. But
the several dozen special op-
erations forces dropped by
aircraft into Syria did not find
them at that location and en-
gaged in a firefight with Is-
lamic State militants before
departing, killing several mili-
tants. No Americans died but
one sustained a minor injury
when an aircraft was hit.

“The U.S. government had,
what we believed, was suffi-
cient intelligence, and when
the opportunity presented it-
self, the president authorized
the Department of Defense to
move aggressively to recover
our citizens,” said Lisa
Monaco, Obama’s top coun-
terterrorism adviser, in a
statement. “Unfortunately,
that mission was ultimately
not successful because the
hostages were not present.”

Officials disclosed the res-
cue operation a day after the
militants released a video
showing the beheading of
Foley and threatened to kill a
second hostage, Steven Sot-
loff, if U.S. airstrikes against
the militants in Iraq
continued.

Despite the militants’
threats, the U.S. launched a
new barrage of airstrikes
against Islamic State targets in
Syria Wednesday. The Obama
administration did not rule
out the prospect of a military
operation in Syria to bring
those responsible for Foley’s
death to justice.

The disclosure of the res-
cue mission marks the first
time the U.S. has revealed that
American military personnel
have been on the ground in
Syria since a bloody civil war
there broke out more than
three years ago. Obama has
resisted calls to insert the U.S.

military in the middle of
Syria’s war, a cautious ap-
proach his critics say has al-
lowed the Islamic State to
strengthen there and make
gains across the border in
Iraq.

“As we have said repeat-
edly, the United States govern-
ment is committed to the
safety and well-being of its citi-
zens, particularly those suffer-
ing in captivity. In this case,
we put the best of the United
States military in harms’ way
to try and bring our citizens
home,” Pentagon spokesman
Rear Adm. John Kirby said in a
statement Wednesday night.
“The United States govern-
ment uses the full breadth of
our military, intelligence and
diplomatic capabilities to
bring people home whenever
we can. The United States will

not tolerate the abduction of
our people, and will work tire-
lessly to secure the safety of
our citizens and to hold their
captors accountable.”

It’s unclear how many
Americans the special forces
attempted to rescue in Syria.
While the officials who de-
scribed the mission would not
provide an exact number,
other U.S. officials, who were
not authorized to speak pub-
licly, have said Foley was one
of at least four Americans held
in Syria. 

Like Foley, two others are
believed to have been kid-
napped by the Islamic State.
The fourth, freelance journal-
ist Austin Tice, disappeared in
Syria in August 2012 and is be-
lieved to be in the custody of
government forces in Syria.

Administration officials

would not say specifically
when or where the operation
took place, citing the need to
protect operational details in
order to preserve the ability
to carry out future rescue
missions. They did say that
nearly every branch of the
military was involved and
that the special forces on the
ground were supported from
the air by fixed wing, rotary
and surveillance aircraft.

Obama has authorized pre-
vious military missions to res-
cue hostages. In 2009, Navy
SEAL snipers carried out a
daring sea operation to rescue
an American ship captain held
by Somali pirates in a lifeboat.
And in 2012, special opera-
tions forces successfully res-
cued an American and Dutch
aid worked held in Somalia. 
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Airstrike Kills Hamas Leader’s Family
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) — Hamas’ shadowy military

chief escaped an apparent Israeli assassination attempt that
killed his wife and infant son, the militant group said Wednes-
day as Israel’s prime minister warned that the bombardment
of Gaza will continue until rocket fire out of the Palestinian
territory stops.

The airstrike on a home where Mohammed Deif’s family
members were staying — and the tough talk from Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu — came after the collapse of cease-
fire talks in Cairo on Tuesday.

In a nationally televised address, Netanyahu showed little
willingness to return to the negotiating table after six weeks of
war with Hamas.

“We are determined to continue the campaign with all
means and as is needed,” he said, his defense minister by his
side. “We will not stop until we guarantee full security and
quiet for the residents of the south and all citizens of Israel.”

More than 2,000 Palestinians have been killed in the fight-
ing, most of them civilians, according to U.N. and Palestinian
medical officials. Sixty-seven people have died on the Israeli
side, all but three of them soldiers.

Obama Weighs Immigration Move
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama is consid-

ering key changes in the nation’s immigration system re-
quested by tech, industry and powerful interest groups, in a
move that could blunt Republicans’ election-year criticism of
the president’s go-it-alone approach to immigration.

Administration officials and advocates said the steps
would go beyond the expected relief from deportations for
some immigrants in the U.S. illegally that Obama signaled he’d
adopt after immigration efforts in Congress collapsed. Follow-
ing a bevy of recent White House meetings, top officials have
compiled specific recommendations from business groups
and other advocates whose support could undercut GOP
claims that Obama is exceeding his authority to help people
who have already violated immigration laws.

“The president has not made a decision regarding next
steps, but he believes it’s important to understand and con-
sider the full range of perspectives on potential solutions,”
said White House spokesman Shawn Turner.

One of the more popular requests among business and
family groups is a change in the way green cards are counted
that would essentially free up some 800,000 additional visas
the first year, advocates say.

The result would be threefold: It would lessen the visa bot-
tleneck for business seeking global talent; shorten the green
card line for those being sponsored by relatives, a wait that
can stretch nearly 25 years; and potentially reduce the incen-
tive for illegal immigration by creating more legal avenues for
those wanting to come, as well as those already here.

34 Sailors Booted From Navy
WASHINGTON (AP) — At least 34 sailors are being kicked

out of the Navy for their roles in a cheating ring that operated
undetected for at least seven years at a nuclear power train-
ing site, and 10 others are under criminal investigation, the
admiral in charge of the Navy’s nuclear reactors program told
The Associated Press.

The number of accused and the duration of cheating are
greater than was known when the Navy announced in Febru-
ary that it had discovered cheating on qualification exams by
an estimated 20 to 30 sailors seeking to be certified as instruc-
tors at the nuclear training unit at Charleston, South Carolina.
Students there are trained in nuclear reactor operations to
prepare for service on any of the Navy’s 83 nuclear-powered
submarines and aircraft carriers.

Neither the instructors nor the students are involved in
handling nuclear weapons.

After further investigation the Navy determined that 78 en-
listed sailors were implicated. Although the cheating is be-
lieved to have been confined to a single unit at Charleston and
apparently was not known to commanding officers, the mis-
conduct had been happening since at least 2007, according to
Adm. John M. Richardson, director of naval reactors. The
exact start of the cheating was not pinpointed.

“There was never any question” that the reactors were
being operated safely, he said in an AP interview, yet the
cheating was a stunning violation of Navy ethics.

BOA Reaches $17B Settlement 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Bank of America has reached a

record $17 billion settlement to resolve an investigation into
its role in the sale of mortgage-backed securities before the
2008 financial crisis, officials directly familiar with the matter
said Wednesday.

One of the officials, who spoke with The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity because the announcement isn’t
scheduled until Thursday at the earliest, said the bank will
pay $10 billion in cash and provide consumer relief valued at
$7 billion.

The deal is the largest settlement arising from the eco-
nomic meltdown in which millions of Americans lost their
homes to foreclosure. It follows agreements in the last year
with Citigroup for $7 billion and with JPMorgan Chase & Co.
for $13 billion.

Like the Bank of America deal, those settlements were a
mixture of hard cash and “credits” for various forms of con-
sumer aid that the banks promised to provide in coming
years.

The Bank of America settlement was negotiated through
a joint federal and state working group established by Presi-
dent Barack Obama two years ago with the Justice Depart-
ment and other federal and state authorities. Individual
states are expected to share in the settlement.

Ukraine Retakes Part Of Luhansk
DONETSK, Ukraine (AP) — After days of street battles

and weeks of shelling, Ukrainian troops made a significant
push Wednesday into rebel-held territory, claiming control
over a large part of the separatist stronghold of Luhansk
and nearly encircling Donetsk, the largest rebel-held city.

The advance of the Ukrainian army against pro-Russian
separatists comes as the civilian death toll is mounting
from sustained artillery strikes and rebel cities are slipping
into a humanitarian disaster. At least 52 deaths were re-
ported Wednesday, along with 64 wounded — and due to
the dangers of the war zone in eastern Ukraine, no deaths
were reported from Luhansk, meaning the actual toll could
be even higher.

Ukrainian troops have been trying for weeks to drive
the rebels out of Luhansk and cut off Donetsk, a city of 1
million that has shrunk by a third as frightened residents
fled. In the last few days, several neighborhoods in
Donetsk have been hit with sustained artillery fire and
fighting on the city’s outskirts has become more intense.

The death toll mounted quickly on Wednesday. In the
Donetsk region, 43 locals were killed and 42 wounded in
less than two days, including in two deadly artillery at-
tacks Wednesday afternoon in the capital of Donetsk, local
authorities said. In addition, nine troops died and 22 were
wounded in fighting in a town outside Donetsk.
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