
MIDCONTINENT’S NEW, IMPROVED $89 BUNDLE

WHAT DO YOU GET THE DEVICE 
THAT HAS EVERYTHING?

Everyone knows the happiest devices have Midcontinent,® but some of yours are missing out on the party. 
Get the party started with even more exciting services and still save big at the same time. 

EVEN MORE.

TO SEE EVERYTHING YOU GET FOR JUST $89, 
Click HappiestDevices.com or call 1.800.888.1300 
Or visit one of our Customer Service Centers. Find a location near you at midcocomm.com.

This limited time offer is available to new and qualifying customers adding Internet, phone and/or Cable TV service(s) only. Offer and services not available in all areas and some restrictions apply. Number of available channels 
may vary by area. Taxes and fees not included. Promotional pricing applies to first full month of service after installation. An HDTV, HD Receiver and HD cabling is required to view HD programming. HD Receiver ($8/mo.) will return to 
monthly rate once promotional pricing has expired. Customers are responsible for modem purchase or lease required for MidcoNet Xstream® Wideband Service. Modem lease price is $3/month for standard modem or $5/month for wireless. 
DOCSIS 3.0 modem is required in order to connect multiple devices (up to 100). Actual Internet speeds may vary depending on your computer or mobile device’s capacity, the amount of devices accessing the Internet at once and web traffic. 
Speeds may also be impacted by third party equipment (such as your router). Free installation (reg. $35) is included. Each premium package (HBO, Cinemax, Showtime & The Movie Channel) is valued at $16.00 per package/month. After 
expiration, the premium package selected will be billed at a retail rate. *Unlimited local and long distance calling (up to 5,000 minutes per billing cycle) to the continental U.S., Alaska, Hawaii, Canada, U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and Guam. 
Other locations are considered International and charged at per minute calling rates (please check our website). Calling card calls, collect calls, 900 number calls, operator assisted calls and directory assistance not included. All services are 
per month unless otherwise indicated. Limited time offer. Regular monthly retail price for Preferred Cable, Internet & Digital Phone Trio: $133.85 

$89
PER MO. 1ST 12 MOS.

$109 PER MO. 2ND 12 MOS.

WHAT YOU’LL
GET FOR JUST

Over 200 Standard Channels 
+ On Demand and a FREE 
HD Receiver for 2 years

Order the $89 Bundle and take 50% off:
A Second HD Receiver for 24 mos.

A Premium Movie Package for 12 mos.

Up to 60 Mbps Internet Connection
Named Region’s Fastest by PCMAG.com

TV Everywhere
featuring 55 networks

Digital Phone Package 
with Unlimited* Local 

and Long Distance

Your TVs Your Laptops + PCs Your Tablets + Smartphones Your Home Phone

A trademark of Ziff Davis, Inc.All Rights Reserved.

SPECIAL OFFER

THE PREFERRED CABLE, INTERNET & DIGITAL PHONE TRIO!
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When people donate the
produce, the center officials
inspect it to make sure noth-
ing is rotten or spoiled.

“A ton of people take
them,” she said. “People
have been very generous.
One time, a lady even canned
with them. But if someone
doesn’t take them they will
go bad.”

Adamson said that she
would rather people bring
their excess produce to the
Contact Center then discard

the items.
“We don’t monitor or

watch what people take. If
you want to take it, go for it.
It is meant to be eaten,”
Adamson said. 

If you wish to donate pro-
duce, you can drop it off on
the table outside the Contact
Center’s doors.  

For more information, call
the Yankton Contact Center
at 605-260-4400, Opt. 2. 

To follow Jordynne Hart
on twitter got
twitter.com/hartjordynne. To
discuss this story go to yank-
ton.net.
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Marvel action film that they
had been sent back in time to
sit and enjoy something from
Hitchcock until the digital film
began to project that day’s im-
ages on to the big screen.

“It bothers me and it’s a
bummer I guess,” Regan Bye
said of the closing. “It was a
single theater and there are
not many left of those. It gives
you that small town feeling.”

Of course, Vermillion still
has the Coyote Twin Theater
to enjoy, and moving the func-
tioning projector from the
closing building to the open
one will remedy the issues the
Coyote Twin has battled as of
late.

Craig Cummings, who grew
up in Vermillion during the 50s
and 60s, was back in town this
past weekend on a three-day
break and wound up being the
last person to buy a ticket at
the theater.

“I came up and the sign
said, ‘last show’ so I had to
buy a ticket,” Cummings said.
“There were six people in the
theater. It’s sad. I hope they
turn it into a theater. It was a
nice big theater and they had
good sound.”

Johnson, who has worked
for March since 1978 when he
was a college student at
Wayne State University, notes
that films like the recent Star
Trek reissue, the Shrek films,
and the Rise of the Planet of
the Apes all played well at the
theater.

But nothing matched the
power of the force.

“I remember when they re-
issued ‘Star Wars’ in 1998 be-
fore they made chapters one,
two, three,” Johnson said. “We
had lines going out this door
and all the way down to where
Café Brule is today. People
were camping out to get tick-
ets.”

He also had a soft spot for
the kiddie matinees that would
play free, full-length films for
kids. Those days are now a fix-
ture at the Coyote Twin.

“This was my favorite place
to watch the movies,” Johnson
said. “I’d work here and it is
such close quarters I could
stand and watch the movie
and come back and check the
front and watch traffic. This
was my place to watch
movies.”

Now as Johnson moves
over to work full time across
the street at the Coyote Twin,
he will ponder the future of his
favorite place to hang out, eat
popcorn, and catch some of
the best flicks around.

“It’s sad to see them driv-
ing smalltime theaters out,”
“Now you get 20 theaters in
one place and the numbers
you need to support that is
big.”

Maybe the old quote, “I’m
going to make him an offer he
can’t refuse,” will play out
when March sells the building.

Maybe they can find a way
to keep the theater as it is.

“It could still be a theater
and the building is for sale,”
Johnson said. “It would be
hard to convert it into any-
thing else. It is a possibility. So
if someone made the invest-
ment in the digital equipment
it could be a theater again. 

“I don’t know what’s going
to happen.”

Theatre
From Page 1

development.
Benda’s job as secretary

of tourism and state devel-
opment went away in Janu-
ary 2011 after Gov. Dennis
Daugaard took office.

Benda died Oct. 20, 2013,
by what’s been ruled suicide.

During the seven months
when Benda was a target of
the state’s criminal investi-
gation, the expectation be-
came that restitution would
be pursued as part of a crim-
inal sentence, according to
Tony Venhuizen, a
spokesman for Daugaard.

Venhuizen said Friday
that Benda’s death shifted
the restitution question to a
potential civil matter that
Bachand is now analyzing.

Bachand is a former
county, state and federal
prosecutor who moved to
private practice in 2005 at
the Schmidt, Schroyer,
Moreno, Lee and Bachand
firm in Pierre. 

GOED continued to retain
Bachand after Benda’s
death.

Bachand, in trying to de-
termine how to go after the
$550,000 with Benda dead,
reached agreement with
state Attorney General Marty
Jackley this summer to look
at much of Jackley’s material
about Benda.

State Circuit Judge John
Brown issued an order June
27 allowing Bachand to in-
spect and take notes from
much of the Benda investiga-
tion file but prohibited Bac-
hand making copies.

The judge gave Bachand
permission to report his
findings and conclusions on
an attorney-client basis to
GOED Commissioner Pat
Costello, Gov. Dennis Dau-
gaard, senior staff and legal
counsel for GOED and the
governor.

The judge’s order covers
an 11-point list of materials
ranging from witness inter-
views to a wide variety of
records for Benda, GOED, an-
other semi-government
agency and two businesses.

So far a restitution claim
hasn’t been filed.

“He (Bachand) is now in
the process of evaluating
what he describes as a volu-
minous file. He hasn’t give us
any initial thoughts as to
what his opinion might be,”
Venhuizen said.

The only individual
specifically named in the
judge’s order was Benda.

“The investigation cov-
ered matters upon which
there was probable cause to
believe a crime was commit-
ted,” Jackley said Thursday.

He said unofficial state
policy developed “several
governors and attorney gen-
erals ago” became that
GOED would use private at-
torneys to handle its legal
matters rather than the state
Office of Attorney General.

A full-time Division of
Criminal Investigation agent
was dedicated to the Benda
case in April 2013 and ulti-
mately two prosecutors were
brought onto it, according to
Jackley.

He said the two prosecu-
tors would have been in an
ethical conflict if they at-
tempted to handle civil pur-
suit of the restitution and
that GOED preferred to con-
tinue using private counsel.

State records show that
lawyers for the Schmidt firm
often handle various legal
matters for state govern-
ment.

The firm has been paid
$47,478.15 since July 1 of the
current state fiscal year. The
firm received $285,301.70 in
fiscal 2014 that ended June
30 and $460,085.39 in fiscal
2013, according to state
records.

The allegations of what
transpired involving Benda
and the $550,000 are compli-
cated.

As governor, Rounds
signed an agreement in De-
cember 2010 during his last
full month in office to pro-
vide a Future Fund grant of
$1 million to the Northern
Beef processing plant project
at Aberdeen.

According to a lawyer for
Northern Beef, there was a
secret agreement that re-
quired Northern Beef to di-
vert $550,000 to SDRC Inc.
This was later confirmed
publicly by Jackley after his
2013 investigation.

SDRC was a private com-
pany that was formed in
2008 in Aberdeen and re-
ceived a state contract from
Benda in 2009, while Benda
was secretary of tourism and
state development for
Rounds.

Joop Bollen, a former offi-
cial for the international
business program at North-
ern State University in Ab-
erdeen, created SDRC. The
state contract made SDRC
the private administrator for
state government’s EB-5 for-
eign investment program.

While at the university,
Bollen worked with various
officials in Rounds’ adminis-
tration to establish EB-5 as a

state program, with Rounds’
approval, prior to Benda
joining Rounds’ administra-
tion in 2006. 

The SDRC contract
reached in 2009 between
Bollen and Benda was writ-
ten by Aberdeen lawyer Jeff
Sveen on behalf of SDRC and
by Pierre lawyer Tim Engel
for Benda’s office.

The contract allowed
SDRC to take control of re-
cruiting projects and make
overseas visits to attract for-
eign investors who put up
$500,000 apiece.

Under the federal EB-5
regulations, the foreign in-
vestors then could qualify in
many instances for visas al-
lowing them and their imme-
diate families to live
anywhere in the United
States.

Benda’s future changed in
November 2010 after Lt. Gov.
Dennis Daugaard was
elected governor to succeed
Rounds. Daugaard decided
against keeping Benda in his
new administration.

One month after the elec-
tion, Rounds made the $1
million grant to Northern
Beef, an EB-5 project heavily
promoted by Benda in his
state job and with financing
overseen by SDRC.

Northern Beef however
allegedly was forced to give
$550,000 of the grant to
SDRC.

The money allegedly was
to cover two years of salary
and other expenses for
Benda to take a job at SDRC
as EB-5 loan monitor for
Northern Beef because he
had lost his state job.

A federal grand jury in
March 2013 reportedly issued
a subpoena to Daugaard’s ad-
ministration seeking informa-
tion that included Benda’s
travel records while Benda
worked for Rounds.

Reportedly at issue was al-
leged double billing by Benda
for trips to China on recruiting
missions for EB-5 investors.

Daugaard’s legal counsel,
Jim Seward, sent an official let-
ter on the governor’s behalf to
Jackley in April 2013.

Jackley said his investiga-
tion subsequently found
records showing Benda
charged state government
twice for two trips to China
and twice for one trip to Las
Vegas.

In the course of the still-se-
cret investigation, Jackley also
received evidence that grant
money was allegedly mishan-
dled.

Jackley declined to be spe-
cific Thursday about why or
when the state investigation
shifted focus onto the grant
program.

He said that, as matters

proceeded, “concerns sur-
faced that ultimately led to
questions and obtaining fur-
ther documentation.”

Daugaard was asked Friday
how he felt a year ago when
he was told that $550,000 al-
legedly was misdirected.

In a written response, he
said:

“Initially, the possibility of
wrongdoing surprised me and
I hoped it wasn’t true. In Au-
gust, when I learned that there
was reason to believe that it
was true, I was very disap-
pointed and saddened by the
situation."

Jackley verbally briefed the
governor and other state offi-
cials in August 2013.

Soon other steps began.
GOED’s Costello terminated
the state contract with SDRC
in September, it was later
learned.

He also contracted with a
private accounting firm in
early October to look at GOED
finances.

Jackley meanwhile took
steps behind the scenes to
prepare to prosecute Benda.

Jackley disclosed recently
that he had scheduled a grand
jury for late October and had
prepared an undated warrant
for Benda’s arrest.

There was neither a state
grand jury convened nor an
arrest made. When Benda
missed some business ap-
pointments on Oct. 21, people
became concerned.

His dead body was found
on Oct. 22 in a shelterbelt at
the farm of a brother-in-law
near Lake Andes.

The cause of death was
listed as a shotgun wound to
the abdomen, with a stick
used to fire the gun. The date
of death was put at Oct. 20.

Jackley has refused to pub-
licly release further details
from the death investigation.
That question is pending in
state circuit court.

According to information
presented by Jackley, the
$550,000 diversion from
Northern Beef to SDRC was al-
legedly only one step in a se-
ries.

Benda next allegedly in-
creased the amounts of two
other grants from the Future
Fund later in December 2010.

The grants went to the
quasi-government South
Dakota Development Corp.,
which exists to make business
loans from public funds to pri-
vate projects.

The grant amounts were in-
creased by a total of $550,000
and the grants were destined
for Northern Beef.

SDDC’s records are among
those in the Benda investiga-
tion file that Bachand is now
using in the state’s attempt to
get back the $550,000.
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bringing us in and making us
part of the family.”

Bucks head coach Warren
Brenner said it felt great play-
ing in front of a home crowd
for the first time as an official
sport.

“We had a great crowd
tonight,” Brenner said. “The
heat played a little bit of a
role in how we played but
overall I think it was fun and
exciting to have a home game
that’s sanctioned against a
team that we haven’t seen or
played with for quite a long
time.”

Gazelle senior Elizabeth
Rust said she’s happy to be
able to be able to represent
the city and that she sees this
as perhaps a gateway for
more players.

“It’s super exciting,” she
said. “Soccer’s a great sport
and I’m really glad we can
represent Yankton while we’re
playing, so I hope it catches
on.”

The Bucks’ John Dannen-
bring said one major advan-
tage a sanctioned sport has
over the old club system is
there is no longer a need for
player to pay to play.

“I definitely think it will
(bring more players in) be-
cause it doesn’t cost money
to play,” he said. “All you
need is a pair of cleats and
you’re out playing, where be-
fore, you had to pay a fee,
take a car to games. Now it’s
free transportation, free to
come on to the fields and I
definitely think it’ll increase
the youth membership, which
will in turn create a larger
high school team in the fu-
ture.”

He added there’s already a
noticeable difference in the
atmosphere between club
and sanctioned soccer.

“It was parent’s day for
one, which brought a larger
crowd anyway,” he said. “We
had a trainer here, which was
great because we knew that if
we got hurt, we’d be safe. We
had a score keeper and it was
a different atmosphere than it
was before. It felt like it was a

city-backed game instead of
just a little club team where
only the parents came to sup-
port.”

Brenner said this also
brings more structure to the
program and helps instill
more school spirit in the play-
ers.

“I think it brings a little
more organization overall,”
he said. “You get more school
camaraderie. You get the feel-
ing of acceptance. Things like
homecoming are going to be
more valued to them.”

Schuring said the next
step will to be to continue
bringing more people into the
game.

“I think a really big part of
it is really working to build up
our numbers,” he said. “Once
our numbers are up, you’ll get
some more competition, play-
ers will get better competing
for spots and that’s just going
to help make the team more
competitive.”

Twenty years ago, soccer
was almost seen as an after-
thought in the U.S., which
lacked a professional league
at the time. Today, Major
League Soccer has grown to a
point where its average atten-
dance out-performed two
(NBA and NHL) of the “Big
Four” professional sports in
America. 

Schuring said there’s great
evidence of how far the sport
has come in a short period of
time.

“Even in the last (few)
years, I think the country has
embraced soccer overall and
I think a lot of that has to do
with the build-up for the
men’s World Cup and now the
women’s World Cup next
year, “ he said. “Overall the
American Outlaws (the unoffi-
cial supporters group for the
U.S. national soccer team)
have definitely helped out
soccer presence in this coun-
try. Just being recognized as a
‘real sport’ and a competitive
sport for the U.S. on the na-
tional level has brought in re-
spect and got more players
out.”

You can follow Rob
Nielsen on Twitter at
twitter.com/RobNielsen-
PandD/. Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net/.
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