
other 45 to turn it around,”
she said.

Within six and a half min-

utes of the second half, the
Coyotes were on the score-
board, and were on their way
to a 9-5 edge in shots after
halftime.

“We’re a possession team,
and when we finally realized
we just need to play to feet,
we could build from there,”
Dillow said.

The Coyotes will look to
continue building, when they
host NAIA member College of
Saint Mary (Nebraska) at 1
p.m. on Sunday.

You can follow Jeremy
Hoeck on Twitter at
twitter.com/jhoeck. Discuss
this story at www.yankton.net.

Sioux Falls to take on O’Gor-
man on Thursday.

“We need to play like we
did today, but add what we
need to work on,” Schuring
said. “The more shots on goal,
keep possession on the ball.
They’re going to be a very
tough team and they’re a state
championship caliber team.
We will need to play very
solid to get the job done.”

Yankton also scored a 10-0
decision over Huron in the JV
match.

Jaiden Boomsma scored a
hat trick and Madison
Schroeder scored twice to
lead Yankton. Lauren Schild,
Morgan Strahl, Payton Wolf-
gram, Sadie Fedders and
Abby Montalvo added a goal

apiece in the victory.

You can follow Nick Robin-
son on Twitter at
twitter.com/RobinsoNick2013.
Discuss this story at
yankton.net/sports.
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BASEBALL
AMERICAN LEAGUE

East Division
W L Pct GB

Baltimore 73 53 .579 —
New York 65 61 .516 8
Toronto 65 63 .508 9
Tampa Bay 63 65 .492 11
Boston 56 71 .441 17 1/2

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Kansas City 70 56 .556 —
Detroit 68 57 .544 1 1/2
Cleveland 64 63 .504 6 1/2
Chicago 59 69 .461 12
Minnesota 56 70 .444 14

West Division
W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 76 50 .603 —
Oakland 74 52 .587 2
Seattle 68 58 .540 8
Houston 55 74 .426 22 1/2
Texas 49 77 .389 27
Thursday’s Games

N.Y. Yankees 3, Houston 0
Minnesota 4, Cleveland 1
Tampa Bay 1, Detroit 0
L.A. Angels 2, Boston 0

Friday’s Games
Chicago Cubs 4, Baltimore 1
N.Y. Yankees 4, Chicago White Sox

3
Houston 5, Cleveland 1
Tampa Bay 8, Toronto 0
Seattle at Boston, 7:10 p.m.
Kansas City at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Detroit at Minnesota, 8:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Oakland, 10:05 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Chicago White Sox (Carroll 5-7) at

N.Y. Yankees (Kuroda 8-8), 12:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Hellickson 1-2) at

Toronto (Buehrle 11-8), 12:07 p.m.
Detroit (Farmer 0-0) at Minnesota

(Pino 1-5), 12:10 p.m., 1st game
Seattle (C.Young 12-6) at Boston

(Workman 1-7), 12:35 p.m.
Baltimore (B.Norris 11-7) at Chicago

Cubs (Hendricks 5-1), 1:20 p.m.
Houston (McHugh 6-9) at Cleveland

(Salazar 4-6), 6:05 p.m.
Kansas City (Guthrie 9-10) at Texas

(Tepesch 4-7), 7:05 p.m.
Detroit (Verlander 10-11) at Min-

nesota (May 0-2), 7:10 p.m., 2nd game
L.A. Angels (C.Wilson 10-8) at Oak-

land (Lester 13-8), 8:05 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Chicago White Sox at N.Y. Yankees,
12:05 p.m.

Houston at Cleveland, 12:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Toronto, 12:07 p.m.
Seattle at Boston, 12:35 p.m.
Detroit at Minnesota, 1:10 p.m.
Baltimore at Chicago Cubs, 1:20

p.m.
Kansas City at Texas, 2:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Oakland, 7:05 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Tampa Bay at Baltimore, 6:05 p.m.
Boston at Toronto, 6:07 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Kansas City, 6:10

p.m.
Oakland at Houston, 7:10 p.m.
Miami at L.A. Angels, 9:05 p.m.
Texas at Seattle, 9:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
Washington 73 54 .575 —
Atlanta 67 61 .523 6 1/2
Miami 63 63 .500 9 1/2
New York 60 68 .469 13 1/2
Philadelphia 57 71 .445 16 1/2

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 71 56 .559 —
St. Louis 69 58 .543 2
Pittsburgh 65 62 .512 6
Cincinnati 61 67 .477 10 1/2
Chicago 56 72 .438 15 1/2

West Division
W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 72 57 .558 —
San Francisco 68 59 .535 3
San Diego 59 67 .468 11 1/2
Arizona 53 75 .414 18 1/2
Colorado 50 76 .397 20 1/2
Thursday’s Games

Washington 1, Arizona 0
Chicago Cubs 2, San Francisco 1,

comp. of susp. game
Atlanta 8, Cincinnati 0

San Francisco 5, Chicago Cubs 3
L.A. Dodgers 2, San Diego 1

Friday’s Games
Chicago Cubs 4, Baltimore 1
San Francisco 10, Washington 3
Philadelphia 5, St. Louis 4
Atlanta at Cincinnati, 7:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee, 8:10 p.m.
Miami at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.
San Diego at Arizona, 9:40 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10

p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Baltimore (B.Norris 11-7) at Chicago
Cubs (Hendricks 5-1), 1:20 p.m.

San Francisco (Lincecum 10-8) at
Washington (Zimmermann 8-5), 3:05
p.m.

St. Louis (S.Miller 8-9) at Philadel-
phia (D.Buchanan 6-7), 6:05 p.m.

Atlanta (E.Santana 13-6) at Cincin-
nati (Leake 9-11), 6:10 p.m.

Pittsburgh (Volquez 10-7) at Milwau-
kee (W.Peralta 15-7), 6:10 p.m.

Miami (Koehler 9-9) at Colorado
(Lyles 6-1), 7:10 p.m.

San Diego (Cashner 2-6) at Arizona
(Nuno 0-3), 7:10 p.m.

N.Y. Mets (deGrom 6-5) at L.A.
Dodgers (Greinke 12-8), 8:10 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Atlanta at Cincinnati, 12:10 p.m.
San Francisco at Washington, 12:35

p.m.
St. Louis at Philadelphia, 12:35 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee, 1:10 p.m.
Baltimore at Chicago Cubs, 1:20

p.m.
Miami at Colorado, 3:10 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at L.A. Dodgers, 3:10 p.m.
San Diego at Arizona, 3:10 p.m.

Monday’s Games
St. Louis at Pittsburgh, 6:05 p.m.
Washington at Philadelphia, 6:05

p.m.
Miami at L.A. Angels, 9:05 p.m.
Milwaukee at San Diego, 9:10 p.m.
Colorado at San Francisco, 9:15

p.m.

LITTLE LEAGUE WS
At South Williamsport, Pa.

UNITED STATES
GREAT LAKES, Chicago; MID-AT-

LANTIC, Philadelphia; MIDWEST, Rapid
City, S.D.; NEW ENGLAND, Cumber-
land, R.I.; NORTHWEST, Lynnwood,
Wash.; SOUTHEAST, Nashville, Tenn.;
SOUTHWEST, Pearland, Texas; WEST,
Las Vegas

INTERNATIONAL
ASIA-PACIFIC, Seoul, South Korea;

AUSTRALIA, Perth; CANADA, Vancou-
ver, B.C.; CARIBBEAN, Humacao,
Puerto Rico; EUROPE & AFRICA, Brno,
Czech Republic; JAPAN, Tokyo; LATIN
AMERICA, Maracaibo, Venezuela; MEX-
ICO, Guadalupe, Nuevo Leon

Double Elimination
Monday, Aug. 18

Consolation: Rapid City 5, Brno 3
Guadalupe 6, Perth 2, Perth elimi-

nated
Pearland 11, Lynnwood 4, Lynnwood

eliminated
Maracaibo 2, Humacao 1, Humacao

eliminated
Chicago 8, Cumberland 7, Cumber-

land eliminated
Tuesday, Aug. 19

Consolation: Nashville 12, Vancou-
ver 9

Guadalupe 11, Maracaibo 1, Mara-
caibo eliminated

Chicago 6, Pearland 1, Pearland
eliminated
Wednesday, Aug. 20

Seoul 4, Tokyo 2
Las Vegas 8, Philadelphia 1

Thursday, Aug. 21
Tokyo 12, Guadalupe 1, 5 innings
Chicago 6, Philadelphia 5, Philadel-

phia eliminated
Saturday, Aug. 23

International Championship
Game 27: Seoul vs. Tokyo, 11:30

a.m.
United States Championship

Game 28: Las Vegas vs. Chicago,
2:30 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 24

Third Place: Loser G27 vs. Loser
G28, 9 a.m.

World Championship: Winner G27
vs. Winner G28, 2 p.m.

FOOTBALL
NFL PRESEASON
Thursday, Aug. 21

Philadelphia 31, Pittsburgh 21
Friday, Aug. 22

New England 30, Carolina 7
Detroit 13, Jacksonville 12
N.Y. Giants at N.Y. Jets, 7:30 p.m.
Oakland at Green Bay, 8 p.m.
Chicago at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 23
Tampa Bay at Buffalo, 3:30 p.m.
Dallas at Miami, 6 p.m.
Tennessee at Atlanta, 6 p.m.
Washington at Baltimore, 6:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Kansas City, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at Indianapolis,7 p.m.
St. Louis at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Houston at Denver, 8 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 24
San Diego at San Francisco, 3 p.m.
Cincinnati at Arizona, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 28
Atlanta at Jacksonville, 5 p.m.
Kansas City at Green Bay, 6 p.m.
Detroit at Buffalo, 6 p.m.
Indianapolis at Cincinnati, 6 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.
St. Louis at Miami, 6 p.m.
New England at N.Y. Giants, 6:30

p.m.
Carolina at Pittsburgh, 6:30 p.m.
Washington at Tampa Bay, 6:30 p.m.
San Francisco at Houston, 7 p.m.
Baltimore at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Denver at Dallas, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Tennessee, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Arizona at San Diego, 9 p.m.
Seattle at Oakland, 9 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
BASEBALL

American League
BOSTON RED SOX — Assigned OF

Corey Brown outright to Pawtucket (IL).
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Traded

2B Gordon Beckham to the L.A. Angels
for a player to be named or cash. Re-
called SS Carlos Sanchez from Charlotte
(IL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Ex-
tended their player development con-
tracts with Idaho Falls (Pioneer) and
Wilmington (Carolina) through 2016 and
Lexington (SAL) through 2018 and their
working agreement with Burlington (Ap-
palachian) through 2016.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Placed
RHP Garrett Richards on the 60-day DL.
Selected the contract of LHP Wade
LeBlanc from Salt Lake (PCL). Recalled
RHP Cam Bedrosian from Salt Lake.
Sent OF Grant Green to Salt Lake for a
rehab assignment.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Rein-
stated OF Craig Gentry from the 15-day
DL.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Sent C Ryan
Hanigan to Charlotte (FSL) for a rehab
assignment.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — As-

signed RHP Bradin Hagens outright to
Reno (PCL).

CHICAGO CUBS — Optioned RHP
Blake Parker to Iowa (PCL). Sent RHP
Brian Schlitter to the AZL Cubs for a
rehab assignment.

CINCINNATI REDS — Optionied
LHP David Holmberg to Louisville (IL).
Recalled RHP Daniel Corcino from Pen-
sacola (SL).

MIAMI MARLINS — Sent LHP Dan
Jennings to Jupiter (FSL) for a rehab as-
signment.

NEW YORK METS — Sent RHP
Daisuke Matsuzaka to Brooklyn (NYP)
for a rehab assignment.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — As-
signed RHP Wirfin Obispo outright to In-

dianapolis (IL). Sent RHP Stolmy Pi-
mentel to Altoona (EL) for a rehab as-
signment.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Released
2B Brooks Conrad.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Op-
tioned RHP George Kontos to Fresno
(PCL).

WASHINGTON NATIONALS —
Sent OF Steven Souza Jr. to Potomac
(Carolina) for a rehab assignment.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER —

Named Mark Daigneault coach of Tulsa
(NBADL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL — Suspended Kansas City OT
Donald Stephenson four games for vio-
lating the league’s policy on perform-
ance-enhancing substances.

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Placed
DE Darnell Dockett on injured reserve.
Signed DE Ryan McBean and NT Isaac
Sopoaga.

DENVER BRONCOS — Placed DE
Greg Latta on injured reserve.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Placed
LB Shawn Loiseau on the waived/injured
list.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS —
Placed TE Fendi Onobun on injured re-
serve.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Placed DB
Jeremy Deering on injured reserve.

ST. LOUIS RAMS — Placed RB Isa-
iah Pead on injured reserve.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS —
Placed TE Mike Caussin on injured re-
serve.

Canadian Football League
OTTAWA REDBLACKS — Signed

DL Keith Shologan to a one-year contract
extension.

HOCKEY
American Hockey League

BRIDGEPORT SOUND TIGERS —
Agreed to terms with D Keith Seabrook,
G Philippe Trudeau and Fs Peter Sivak,
Michael Pereira and Adam Phillips on
one-year, two-way contracts.

ECHL
SOUTH CAROLINA STINGRAYS —

Traded the rights to F Peter Boyd to Bak-
ersfield for the rights to F Joel Broda.

LACROSSE
National Lacrosse League

EDMONTON RUSH — Signed Ts
Adrian Sorichetti and John Lafontaine to
three-year contracts.

COLLEGE
COMMONWEALTH COAST CON-

FERENCE — Named Kaylyn Smith as-
sistant commissioner.

BARUCH — Named Erika Schnaas
men’s and women’s assistant tennis
coach.

DELAWARE — Named David Arthur
assistant director of athletics/sports and
entertainment sales.

EAST CAROLINA — Named
Frankie Everitte volunteer assistant
baseball coach and Carl Evans associ-
ate athletic director for development.

FAYETTEVILLE STATE — Named
Deron Norwood assistant athletic direc-
tor for compliance.

PRESBYTERIAN — Named Kalin
Zimmerman assistant volleyball coach
and Madeline Williams sports information
assistant.

RANDOLPH — Named Maria Rea-
gan women’s assistant soccer coach.

RUTGERS — Named Bryant Knibbs
men’s assistant soccer coach.

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE —
Named Paul Bryant athletic director.

SUSQUEHANNA — Named Samuel
Moore men’s assistant basketball coach.

WOFFORD — Named Amy Nokes
assistant volleyball coach.

Saturday, August 23
GOLF, DAKOTAS TOUR Bobcat

Open at Fargo, N.D.
TENNIS, GIRLS’ R.C.

Stevens/Vermillion/Watertown at YHS
(9 a.m.)

VOLLEYBALL, WOMEN’S USD
Red-White Scrimmage (6 p.m.)

Sunday, August 24
GOLF, DAKOTAS TOUR Bobcat

Open at Fargo, N.D.

SOCCER, WOMEN’S College of
St. Mary at USD (1 p.m.)

SOFTBALL, CLUB HS Yankton
vs. Pipestone at Sioux Falls (10:30
a.m.); Yankton vs. Jackson at Sioux
Falls (1:30 p.m.)

Monday, August 25
GOLF, DAKOTAS TOUR Pine

Hills Open at Milbank
SOFTBALL, CLUB HS S.F. Lin-

coln at Yankton (DH, 6 p.m.)

S C O R E B OA R D A R E A  C A L E N DA R S P O RT S  D I G E S T

Yankton’s Diekmann To Enter 
Grinnell Hall Of Fame

GRINNELL, Iowa — Former Yankton High School standout
Steve Diekmann is one of 12 individuals named to the 2014
class of the Grinnell College Athlete Hall of Fame. 

Diekmann was a two-time All-American and two-time Aca-
demic All-American for Grinnell, helping lay the foundation for
some of the program’s success. He averaged 34.4 points per
game and shot 50 percent from the field in the 1993-94 season,
helping the squad compile its first winning season in nearly 30
years, earning the Midwest Conference South Division Co-
Player of the Year. As a senior, he averaged a NCAA Division III
record 37.3 points per game.

Diekmann graduated from Grinnell with a degree in econom-
ics and later earned an M.B.A. from the University of Chicago.
He had a 15-year career in the financial markets (most recently
as a managing director at Nomura Securities) and now works as
a director for The Leaven, a nonprofit organization. Diekmann
lives in Alamo, Calif., with his wife Julie and their two children,
Matthew and Hope.

His love for basketball remains strong. He plays when he
can, including through a prison ministry with inmates at San
Quentin State Prison, and has attended multiple men’s basket-
ball reunions.

A ceremony, slated for Saturday, Aug. 30, at 10 a.m. in the
Charles Benson Bear ‘39 Recreation and Athletic Center Nato-
rium, is free and open to the public. A dinner for the inductees
and their families is scheduled for that evening.

Coyotes Picked First, Second In
Summit League XC Poll

ELMHURST, Ill. — The University of South Dakota women’s
cross country team was chosen co-favorites for the 2014 Sum-
mit League season by a poll of the league’s coaches.

USD and South Dakota State each received 43 points, with
USD taking three first place votes and SDSU 2. North Dakota
State, which finished a close third with 42 points, took the other
three first-place votes.

SDSU held a 34-31 edge in the men’s cross country poll,
with the Jackrabbits getting four first-place votes and USD two.
IUPUI, which finished third at 27 points, received the other first
place vote.

The NDSU women and SDSU men won the Summit League
a year ago.

USD begins its 2014 campaign on Aug. 29 at the Bison Invi-
tational in Fargo, N.D. Start time is 5 p.m.

UND-NDSU To Resume 
Football Rivalry In 2015

GRAND FORKS, N.D. — University of North Dakota Athletic
Department officials announced Friday that a contract has been
signed for its football program to renew its rivalry with in-state

foe North Dakota State. The contract calls for a pair of gridiron
matchups that will be the first between the two programs as Di-
vision I foes and take place at Gate City Bank Field in Fargo on
Sept. 19, 2015 and Sept. 7, 2019.

“Our football student-athletes deserve the chance to play
against North Dakota State and the game has been off the
schedule for too long,” first-year head coach Bubba Schweigert
said. “It is time to do whatever it takes to get the game back and
if that means going down to Fargo a couple of times to renew
this great rivalry, then that is something the football program,
along with our administration, decided is necessary.”

UND owns a 62-45-3 advantage in the all-time series that
dates back to 1894. The Green and White won the last meeting
between the two programs in 2003 — a 28-21 decision in over-
time. Both teams have made the full transition from NCAA Divi-
sion II status to Division I since the last meeting 11 seasons ago.
NDSU started its transition in 2004, while UND began its in
2008.

UND will receive a cash guarantee of $125,000 for the 2015
contest and $140,000 for the 2019 contest.

NDSU Director Of Women’s Athletics
Dorn To Retire

FARGO, N.D. (AP) — The longtime director of women’s ath-
letics at North Dakota State University is retiring next year.

Lynn Dorn plans to step down at the end of March, after a 37-
year career at NDSU. She says she’s “forever grateful for the
opportunities provided to me.”

During Dorn’s tenure, NDSU women’s teams have won
seven national titles and 98 conference or league champi-
onships. She also helped lead the school’s athletics program
from NCAA Division II to Division I.

Dorn says she looks forward to spending more time with fam-
ily during her retirement.

Toronto Blue Jays Oppose
Creighton’s Bid To Trademark Logo

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — The Toronto Blue Jays are contesting
Creighton University’s use of a new logo, saying the depiction of
the school’s “Bluejay” too closely resembles the logo of the
major league baseball team.

The Blue Jays filed a notice of opposition this month with the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, opposing the university’s ap-
plication for a trademark.

Creighton’s new logo debuted in September 2013, coincid-
ing with the school’s move from the Missouri Valley Conference
to the Big East. 

The Toronto Blue Jays argue Creighton’s logo would lead
the public to believe goods sold by the university are “approved,
endorsed or sponsored” by the baseball club.

Creighton general counsel Jim Jansen said Wednesday he’s
in discussions with representatives of the Toronto club to resolve
their concerns.

Gazelles
From Page 11

Chambers said. “It’s nice to
get recognized more.”

Friday night’s game moves
the Bucks’ record to 2-0-0.
They travel to Sioux Falls O’-
Gorman on Thursday.

Yankton claimed a 3-2 de-
cision in the JV match. Jack
Wolfgram, Justin Leader and
Nathan Nelson scored goals

for Yankton.

Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net. You can fol-
low Adrienne Kusek on Twit-
ter at
www.twitter.com/Adrien-
neKusek.

Bucks
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Coyotes
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JAMES D. CIMBUREK/P&D
The Yankton Gazelles girls' soccer team helps head coach Tyler Schuring as he takes the #ALSIce-
BucketChallenge after the Gazelles' 10-0 victory over Huron on Friday at Lewis & Clark Soccer Park.

campuses. Mothers Against
Drunk Driving national presi-
dent Jan Withers said her or-
ganization opposes any
alcohol in a college environ-
ment because most of the
students are under 21.

“Kids are watching adults
all the time,” Withers said. “If
they see the only way to have
fun is to drink a lot, then
they’re going to model after
that. That’s not the message
we want to be sending to
them.”

SMU reported no change
in crowd behavior after alco-
hol was introduced at basket-
ball games last season but
saw huge gains in atten-
dance. The average of 5,653
— the highest since 1984-85
— was up 64 percent over
2012-13.

SMU student body presi-
dent Ramon Trespalacios

said having beer available
could help boost football at-
tendance, too. The Mustangs
drew an average of 18,724 to
their 32,000-seat stadium last
season, a drop of 12 percent
from 2012 and the lowest
since 2008.

“Sometimes if you wanted
to go to a game and were
used to drinking beer, people
chose to go to a bar instead
of the venue,” said Trespala-
cios, a 22-year-old graduate
student. “It’s good to bring
everyone together and enjoy
the same environment.”

Still, just a handful of col-
lege stadiums are giving stu-
dents and fans the chance to
buy a brew. Most remain op-
posed to it. The Southeastern
Conference and the 23-school
California State University
system, for example, have
policies banning alcohol from
general seating areas. 

“I know why the question
is relevant for some,” said Ne-
braska athletic director
Shawn Eichorst. “For me, the
bottom line does matter. But

at what point does it out-
weigh what you’re trying to
do, trying to keep the civil-
ity?”

Safeguards are used in an
effort to keep drinking under
control. A fan who wants to
drink must obtain and wear a
wristband indicating he or
she is at least 21. Fans are
limited to buying two beers
at a time, and sales are cut off
at halftime or in the third
quarter.

Using an oft-repeated
sports marketing catch-
phrase, Akron athletic direc-
tor Tom Wistrcill said offering
beer is a way to “enhance the
fan experience.”

“You do it because, yeah,
we want to make some
money on it,” Wistrcill said.
“But in this day and age,
we’re going to fight the 60-
inch high-def TV since every
game is available on an ESPN
broadcast or on the high-
quality Internet. How do we
keep people coming to the
stadium for the in-stadium
experience?”

Beer
From Page 11

Vikings Adding $19M To Stadium Project
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The

Minnesota Vikings are kicking
in another $19.7 million for
their new stadium to make
sure it has the features they
want.

Rising steel prices and re-
fined cost estimates for the
stadium’s massive pivoting
glass doors created a budget
shortfall and left the Vikings
with a choice: Scrap certain
features to cut costs or in-
crease their share of the proj-
ect. 

Steve Poppen, the Vikings’
chief financial officer, said
scaling back stadium design
was “never an option.” The
Minnesota Sports Facilities
Authority, the board oversee-
ing stadium construction, ap-
proved the increased
spending Friday. 

“Our goal has always been

to have the best game day ex-
perience, for our fans and for
all Minnesotans who come to
visit this stadium,” Poppen
said. 

The new stadium is due to
open in 2016. The Vikings are
playing outdoors at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota until
then.

Combined with tapping a
$26.4 million contingency
fund and previous additions
for larger video boards and
more televisions and escala-
tors, the Vikings have added
$49 million to the project over
the past year. Their contribu-
tion now stands at $525.6 mil-
lion, a little more than half the
$1.023 billion project, with
taxpayers covering the rest.

Facilities authority chair-
woman Michelle Kelm-Helgen
said much of the cost increase

was due to incomplete esti-
mates on how much certain
parts of the project would
cost, like the elaborate glass
doors at the stadium’s west
end, ductwork in the upper
sections and an internal sys-
tem that will deliver beer kegs
to concession stands through-
out the stadium. 

Kelm-Helgen said she’s
confident the board won’t
face any more budget gaps. 

The Vikings and the sta-
dium authority also an-
nounced that SMG has signed
a 10-year deal to market and
operate the stadium. SMG al-
ready runs NFL stadiums in
Chicago, New Orleans, Hous-
ton and Jacksonville, and its
facilities have hosted nine
Super Bowls. Minneapolis is
due to host the 2018 Super
Bowl.


