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WASHINGTON — With a
self-imposed deadline loom-
ing, President Barack Obama
said Thursday he still intends
to act on his own to change
immigration policies but
stopped short of reiterating
his past vows to act by end of
summer.

Obama raised the slim
hope that Congress could take
action on a broad immigration
overhaul after the midterm
elections in November. He said
that if lawmakers did not pass
an overhaul, “I’m going to do
what I can to make sure the
system works better.”

But for the first time since
pledging to act by summer’s
end, he signaled that such a
target date could slip. He
noted that the administration
had been working to reduce
the flow of unaccompanied mi-
nors attempting to cross the
border and noted that the
number of apprehensions at
the border had fallen in Au-
gust.

“Some of these things do
affect time lines and we’re just
going to be working through
as systematically as possible
in order to get this done,” he
said in a news conference
where he also addressed Russ-
ian aggression in Ukraine and
action against Islamic State
militants.

Two months ago, Obama
angrily conceded that the
House did not intend to take
up immigration legislation this
year and ordered Homeland
Security Secretary Jeh John-
son and Attorney General Eric
Holder to come up with ac-
tions the president could take
on his own. 

“I expect their recommen-
dations before the end of sum-
mer and I intend to adopt
those recommendations with-
out further delay,” he said at
the time.

Since then, the administra-
tion was forced to deal with
the sharp rise of young mi-
grants from Central America
who were crossing the south-
west border. Obama asked
Congress for $3.7 billion to
deal with the flow, a request
that Republican lawmakers re-
jected.

At the same time, some De-
mocrats worried that if Obama
took action on his own on re-
ducing immigration it would
mobilize Republican voters in
hotly contested Senate races.

Obama said Thursday that
addressing the inflow of unac-
companied minors has not

stopped the process of look-
ing into “how do we get a
smart immigration system in
place while we’re waiting for
Congress to act.

“And it continues to be my

belief that, if I can’t see the
congressional action, that I
need to do at least what I can
in order to make the system
work better.”
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Mariellen (Jilg) Maly
80th Birthday

September 1, 2014

This beautiful lady has a BIG 
birthday coming up. The 
family of Mariellen (Jilg) 
Maly are requesting a card 
shower to celebrate. She is the 
daughter of the late Otto and 
Clara (Mauch) Jilg.

  Her family includes husband of 61 years, Charlie 
Maly; children Russ Maly, Tim (Cherrie Ann) Maly, 
Lori (Gordy) Mueller, John (Beverly) Maly, Amy 
(Pete) Bramschreiber, the late Vicki (Bill) Arens and 
the late Rick Maly; sisters Dianna (Ned) Gobel, Kathy 
(Jim) Fiedler, the late Karen (Don) Warren and Jolene 
(Wayne) Buckman; brothers Rodney (Nina) Jilg, and 
Doug Jilg; 10 grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren.

Greetings may be sent to:
88978 551 Ave., Crofton, NE 68730
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Syrian Soldiers Killed By Islamic State
BEIRUT (AP) — The Islamic State group killed more than

160 Syrian government troops seized in recent fighting, post-
ing pictures Thursday of terrified young conscripts stripped
down to their underwear before meeting their deaths in the
arid Syrian countryside.

The slayings were the latest massacre attributed to the ex-
tremist group, which has terrorized rivals and civilians alike
with widely publicized brutality in Syria and Iraq as it seeks to
expand a proto-state it has carved out on both sides of the
border.

In southern Syria, meanwhile, gunmen detained 43 U.N.
peacekeepers during fighting on the Syrian side of the Golan
Heights, the United Nations said. It added that another 81
peacekeepers were trapped in the area by heavy clashes be-
tween rebels and Syrian troops.

The mass killing of Syrian soldiers is part of a stepped up
campaign by Islamic State militants targeting President Bashar
Assad’s forces. Until recently, the group had been focused on
eliminating rivals among the rebels fighting to topple him, sys-
tematically routing Western-backed opposition fighters and
other Islamic factions from towns and villages in northern and
eastern Syria as it expands.

More recently, the jihadists have turned their attention to
Assad’s forces, seizing a series of military bases in northeast-
ern Raqqa province. In the process, they have killed hundreds
of pro-government forces, beheading some and later display-
ing their severed heads on poles and fences and posting the
pictures online.

Scientists Seek Answers To Ebola
WASHINGTON (AP) — A single funeral caused many.
Stephen Gire and other health researchers on the ground

in Africa had some hope that the Ebola outbreak was coming
under control or at least plateauing in late May. Then came
the funeral of a healer in Guinea. More than a dozen of the
mourners contracted the disease there, probably by washing
or touching the body, and took it to Sierra Leone, according to
a new genetic mapping of the Ebola virus that scientists hope
will help them understand what makes this killer tick.

“You had this huge burst after it looked like the outbreak
was starting to die down,” Gire said. “It sort of threw a wrench
in the response.”

Ebola exploded after that funeral and has now killed at
least 1,552 people in West Africa. It’s probably more than that,
with 40 percent of the cases in the last three weeks, according
to the World Health Organization. WHO officials said Thursday
the outbreak continues to accelerate and could reach more
than 20,000 cases eventually.

Gire and more than 50 colleagues — five of whom died
from Ebola while fighting the outbreak in Africa — have
mapped the genetic code of this strain of Ebola, and in so
doing showed how crucial that May funeral was. 

Europe Seeks Role In Postwar Gaza
JERUSALEM (AP) — European nations are offering to help

enforce the cease-fire in the Gaza Strip, a scenario that could
provide key international backing for maintaining the peace
and step up the pressure on Hamas militants to relinquish
power.

The European plan remains vague, and it is unclear
whether Israel or the Palestinians will agree.

But a European presence in Gaza could go a long way to-
ward meeting two key demands: the Palestinians’ insistence
on freer movement in and out of the territory, and the Israeli
requirement that Hamas be kept in check.

French President Francois Hollande laid out the case for
European involvement on Thursday, telling international
diplomats that Europe could help oversee the destruction of
tunnels used by Hamas militants and monitor the territory’s
border crossings with Israel and Egypt.

“It is necessary to move toward an end to the blockade
and a demilitarization of the territory,” he said, indicating
that international supervision could help pave the way for a
return of Hamas’ rival, the Palestinian Authority, to Gaza.

Ukraine 

Russia Said To Be Escalating Conflict
BY DALTON BENNETT, JIM
HEINTZ AND RAF CASERT
Associated Press

NOVOAZOVSK, Ukraine —
Ukraine accused Russia on
Thursday of entering its terri-
tory with tanks, artillery and
troops, and Western powers
said Moscow had “outright
lied” about its role and dan-
gerously escalated the con-
flict.

Russia dismissed the alle-
gations, describing the fight-
ers there as “Russian
volunteers.” The Kremlin has
repeatedly denied arming and
supporting the separatists
who have been fighting
Ukrainian troops for four
months in the gravest crisis
between Russia and the West
since the end of the Cold War.

NATO said at least 1,000
Russian troops are in Ukraine
and later released what it said
were satellite photos of Russ-
ian self-propelled artillery
units moving last week.

Two columns of tanks and
other equipment entered
southeastern Ukraine at mid-
day, following heavy shelling
of the area from Russia that
forced overmatched Ukrainian
border guards to flee, said Col.
Andriy Lysenko, a spokesman
for Ukraine’s national security
council.

“Russian forces have en-
tered Ukraine,” President
Petro Poroshenko said in Kiev,
canceling a foreign trip and
calling an emergency meeting
of his security council.

He urged Ukrainians to re-
main calm.

“Destabilization of the situ-
ation and panic, this is as
much of a weapon of the
enemy as tanks,” Poroshenko
told the council.

U.S. President Barack
Obama spoke with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, and
both leaders agreed Russia
must face consequences for
its actions.

“We agree — if there was
ever any doubt — that Russia
is responsible for the violence
in eastern Ukraine,” Obama
said. “The violence is encour-
aged by Russia. The sepa-
ratists are trained by Russia,
they are armed by Russia,
they are funded by Russia.”

He added that Russia “has
deliberately and repeatedly vi-
olated the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of Ukraine,

and the new images of Russian
forces inside Ukraine make
that plain for the world to
see.”

But Obama ruled out a mil-
itary confrontation between
the U.S. and Russia. He said
Russia’s activity in Ukraine
would incur “more costs and
consequences,” though these
seemed to be limited to eco-
nomic pressure that will be
discussed when Obama meets
with European leaders at a
NATO summit in Wales next
week.

At an emergency session of
the U.N. Security Council,
Western representatives ex-
pressed outrage.

“Now we see irrefutable ev-
idence of regular Russian
forces operating inside
Ukraine,” said British Ambas-
sador Mark Lyall Grant.

U.S. Ambassador Samantha
Power said Russia “has manip-
ulated. It has obfuscated. It
has outright lied.”

Russian Ambassador Vitaly
Churkin offered a spirited de-
fense, saying Kiev “is waging
war against its own people.”

He did deny not the Russ-
ian presence, saying “there are
Russian volunteers in eastern
parts of Ukraine. No one is
hiding that.”

But Power countered: “A
Russian soldier who chooses
to fight in Ukraine on summer
break is still a Russian sol-
dier.”

Churkin questioned the
presence of Western advisers
and asked where Ukrainian
troops were getting weapons.
He said he wanted to “send a
message to Washington: Stop
interfering in the internal af-
fairs of sovereign states.”

Russian stock markets fell
as Switzerland joined the Eu-
ropean Union in imposing re-

strictions on Russian state
banks and fears grew that the
U.S. and EU could impose
more sanctions on Russian
businesses and individuals in
response to the military esca-
lation. Russia’s MICEX index
dropped nearly 2 percent on
Thursday, and major Russian
state banks VTB and Sberbank
dropped more than 4 percent.

The strategic southeastern
town of Novoazovsk, which
has come under shelling for
three days, appeared to be in
the control of separatists, cre-
ating a new, third front in the
war. That raised fears they
want to create a land link be-
tween Russia and the Crimea
Peninsula, which Moscow an-
nexed from Ukraine in March.
The town lies along a road
connecting the peninsula to
Russia.

Lysenko said the missiles
from Russia were fired at
Ukrainian positions about 11
a.m. About 90 minutes later,
two columns, including tanks
and other fighting vehicles,
began an attack, entering
Ukraine from Veselo-Vozne-
senka and Maximovo in the
Rostov region of Russia, he
said.

A senior NATO official said
the estimate of 1,000 Russian
troops in Ukraine was a con-
servative one, adding that an-
other 20,000 Russian troops
were right over the border.
The troops who entered
Ukraine had sophisticated
equipment, he said.

“The hand from behind is
becoming more and more
overt now,” Brig. Gen. Nico
Tak said at NATO’s military
headquarters.

Russia’s ultimate aim was
to stave off defeat for the sep-
aratists and turn eastern
Ukraine into a “frozen conflict”
that would destabilize the
country indefinitely, he said.

Russia’s ambassador to the
EU, Vladimir Chizhov, told the
BBC that “NATO has never
produced a single piece of evi-
dence” of Russian troops oper-
ating in Ukraine. He said the
only active duty Russian sol-
diers in Ukraine were the 10
captured this week, who
Moscow insists had mistak-
enly wandered across the
border.

Speaking in Casteau, Bel-
gium, Tak said that in the past
two weeks, “we have noted a
significant escalation in both

the level and sophistication of
Russia’s military interference
in Ukraine.”

“Russia is reinforcing and
resupplying separatist forces
in a blatant attempt to change
the momentum of the fighting,
which is currently favoring the
Ukrainian military,” he added.

NATO also produced satel-
lite images to provide what it
called additional evidence that
Russian combat soldiers,
equipped with sophisticated
heavy weaponry, are operat-
ing inside Ukraine’s sovereign
territory. The grainy images of
the terrain near Krasnodon,
Ukraine, showed what ap-
peared to be a convoy of mili-
tary units with artillery, and
NATO said it had “confidence
the equipment is Russian.”

“This is highly sophisti-
cated weaponry that requires
well-trained crews, well-
trained command and control
elements, and it is extremely
unlikely that this sort of equip-
ment is used by volunteers,”
Tak said.

He said the satellite images
were only “the tip of the ice-
berg” in terms of the overall
scope of Russian troop and
weapons movements.

Asked about the NATO im-
ages, Russian Defense Min-
istry spokesman Maj. Gen.
Igor Konashenkov said in a
statement to Russian news
agencies that “to comment on
this seriously just makes no
sense.”  

Southeastern Ukraine had
previously escaped the fight-
ing that has engulfed areas to
the north, and the only way
rebels could have reached the
southeast was by coming
through Russia.

If separatists create a land
corridor from Russia to
Crimea, it could give them or
Russia control over the entire
Sea of Azov and the gas and
mineral riches that energy ex-
perts believe it contains.
Ukraine already lost roughly
half its coastline, several
major ports and significant
Black Sea mineral rights in
Russia’s annexation of Crimea.

In Mariupol, a city of
450,000 people about 30 kilo-
meters (20 miles) west of
Novoazovsk, a brigade of
Ukrainian forces arrived at the
airport Wednesday, while
deep trenches were dug a day
earlier on the city’s edge.

Obama Sets No Timeline For Action On Immigration


