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Past
The use of archery equip-

ment, bows and arrows go
way back, as the first arrow-
heads were found in Africa,
believed to be from before
25,000 BC.

Be-
tween
1500 and
1027 BC in
China,
crossbows
were the
first men-
tioned,
which the
Chinese
used very
effectively
in warfare.
As bows
and arrows
became

the dominant weapon, the
Egyptians produced the first
composite bow around 2800
BC, with their archers on
chariots a very effective and
a large part of their army.

In 1208 AD, Mongol
mounted horsemen led by
Genghis Khan used 70-pound
composite bows very accu-
rately and effectively in bat-
tle. French troops in 1346 AD
equipped with crossbows
fought against the English
army whose archers were
equipped with long bows.
Crossbows and hand drawn
bows became the most effec-
tive weapons used in battle
through the 1500’s, in what is
now Europe and Asia.

The first patent granted
for a wood handled bow with
steel rod limbs in the United
States was awarded in 1872.

In the United States, the
first bow-hunting season was
held in Wisconsin in 1934.
Bear Archery developed and
sold the first working recurve
bows in 1953, replacing the
straight-limbed longbows.
Then in 1966, Holless Allen
from Missouri developed the
first compound bow, receiv-
ing a patent in 1969. 

Since that time, the sport

of archery and bow hunting
has grown rapidly with the
development of better bows,
crossbows and accessories.

Present
Unlike my first bow and

arrow, made from willow and
some string from the home,
the bows of today are works
of art, beautiful, lighter,
shorter, faster and accurate.

The new bows introduced

at the Archery Trade Associa-
tion Show this year were
lightweight, with some weigh-
ing only 3.9 pounds, much
more compact, with 31-inch
axel-to-axel length and with
advertised speeds up to 370
fps. Not only have bows be-
come more advanced, cross-
bows have also come a long
ways since those used by the
French in 1364.

Crossbows, like bows

have become lighter, more
accurate and in many states
legal for bowhunting. Cross-
bows are now legal for hunt-
ing in most states except
Oregon. Some allow unre-
stricted crossbow in all sea-
sons, while other states only
allow crossbows in certain
seasons or for those with cer-
tain medical provisions.
Check the state regulations
you plan hunting in to the
laws that apply to crossbows.

In Nebraska crossbows
are allowed during all deer
hunting seasons while in
South Dakota crossbows are
only allowed if you have a
special medical provision.

The sport of archery is
quickly becoming one of the
fastest growing sports in the
United States. Facilities like
the National Field Archers As-
sociation (NFAA)  Easton

Archery Complex in Yankton,
along with the numerous
local, state, regional and na-
tional events held in the facil-
ity have helped to bring
archery to the next level.

There are numerous way
ways to get started in
archery including target
shooting, field archery, 3-D
archery, traditional archery
and bowhunting.

Archery Hunting 2014
It’s August, the archery

antelope seasons are now
open with the archery deer
season opening up in Septem-
ber. It is the time of the year,
when archers will gear up
and head out into the woods
and prairies in search of deer
and antelope.

In the Cornhusker state, a
recent change in  the archery
deer season, allows hunters

to head to the woods earlier
than in years past with the
2014 archery deer season
opening September 1 and
running through December
31.

With the earlier opener,
archers may have an oppor-
tunity to take a buck in vel-
vet.

The Nebraska archery
deer season is open
statewide with the exception
of Nonresident Restricted
Youth Permits, which are not
valid in the Frenchman,
Platte and Republican units.

The Nebraska archery an-
telope season opened August
20 running through the end of
December 2014.

South Dakota archery
deer season will open Sep-
tember 28 through Janu-
ary15th, with only antlerless
tags valid from January 1
through the 15th. 

South Dakota’s archery
antelope season began Au-
gust 17 and is open through
October 31, the archery sea-
son closes during the
firearms season from Septem-
ber 30 through October 13.

With the numerous
archery completions and
hunting opportunities avail-
able in Nebraska and South
Dakota, now is a good time to
look into archery, it is a great
individual and family sport,
which is available to all ages.

Gary Howey, Hartington,
Nebraska, is a former tourna-
ment angler, fishing and hunt-
ing guide. He is the
Producer/Host of the award
winning Outdoorsmen Adven-
tures television series, seen. in
the Yankton area on local
channels 2 & 98 Saturday at
6:30 pm and Sunday@ 7:00
am.  It is also seen on
KTTM/KTTW-TV Sioux
Falls/Huron Saturday @ 6:30
am Sunday as well as on
MIDCO Sports Network Thurs-
day at 5:30 pm and Sunday at
10:00 am. In Northwest Iowa,
Southeast South Dakota and
Northeast Nebraska it airs on
Siouxland CW 4.2 Sunday @
9:00 am., He and Simon Fuller
Co-Host the Outdoor Adven-
tures radio program on Classic
Hits 106.3, ESPN Sports Radio
1570 in Southeastern South
Dakota and Northeast Ne-
braska. In Northwest Iowa, it
airs on KCHE 92.1 FM.  If you
are looking for more outdoor
information, check out
www.outdoorsmenadven-
tures.com and like Outdoors-
men Adventures on Facebook.
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GARY HOWEY/OUTDOORSMEN ADVENTURES
There are several ways you can enjoy the sport of archery including target archery, field archery, 3-D archery, traditional archery and
bowhunting. 

BY JAKE KREINBERG
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) —
Braylon Webb has made 30
starts for Missouri, the most
by any current Southeastern
Conference safety. He still ex-
pects to have the “jitters” in
the Tigers’ opener against an
overmatched Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision oppo-
nent.

The 24th-ranked Tigers
host South Dakota State on
Saturday. The Jackrabbits
play in the Missouri Valley
Football Conference and are
0-6 against Football Bowl Sub-
division opponents since
moving to Division I in 2004.

“A little bit of jitters,”
Webb said. “I’m ready to get
back out there. I’m excited.”

South Dakota State coach
John Stiegelmeier said the
matchup might be the tough-
est in school history.

“I don’t care where we go
play,” Stiegelmeier said. “And
surely our assistants and our
players don’t work all those
hours a week to go act like
tourists. You want to do your
best job.”

Defending SEC East cham-
pion Missouri is 13-0 against

Football Championship Sub-
division teams. Missouri was
picked to finish fourth in the
division during the confer-
ence’s media days in July,
providing a bit of extra moti-
vation entering the season.

“It’s not about who we
play or where we play,” Webb
said. “It’s about how we
play.”

South Dakota State is
ranked 10th in the FCS
coaches’ poll after reaching
the playoffs last year and
winning a school-record nine
games. A league preseason
poll predicted the Jackrab-
bits to finish second behind
three-time defending national
champion North Dakota
State.

Here are key things to

know about the first meeting
between the schools.

TURNOVERS: Both teams
thrived last season on the
ability to halt their oppo-
nents’ momentum. Missouri
has forced at least one
turnover in 44 straight games
dating to Oct. 30, 2010, the
longest active streak in the
country. A year ago, the
Tigers ranked fifth nationally
and first in the SEC both in
turnover margin per game
(plus-1.14) and total intercep-
tions (20). South Dakota State
led the Missouri Valley with a
plus-1.07 turnover margin
and 22 interceptions.
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