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Zimbabwe: 2nd American Killed A Lion

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — Now there are two: Zimba-
bwe accused a Pennsylvania doctor on Sunday of illegally
killing a lion in April, adding to the outcry over a Minnesota
dentist the African government wants to extradite for kill-
ing a well-known lion named Cecil in early July.

Zimbabwe’s National Parks and Wildlife Management
Authority accused Jan Casimir Seski of Murrysville,
Pennsylvania, of shooting the lion with a bow and arrow in
April near Hwange National Park, without approval, on land
where it was not allowed.

Landowner Headman Sibanda was arrested and is as-
sisting police, it said.

Seski is a gynecological oncologist who directs the
Center for Bloodless Medicine and Surgery at Allegheny
General Hospital in Pittsburgh.

He’s also an active big-game hunter, according to safari
outfitters and bow-hunting sites where kill shots identify
“Dr. Jan Seski” as the man standing next to slain animals
including elephants, a hippo, an ostrich and antelopes such
as an impala, a kudu, and a nyala.

Steeper Greenhouse Gas Cuts Ordered

WASHINGTON (AP) — Aiming to jolt the rest of the world
to action, President Barack Obama moved ahead Sunday
with even tougher greenhouse gas cuts on American power
plants, setting up a certain confrontation in the courts with
energy producers and Republican-led states.

In finalizing the unprecedented pollution controls, Obama
was installing the core of his ambitious and controversial
plan to drastically reduce overall U.S. emissions, as he works
to secure a legacy on fighting global warming. Yet it will be
up to Obama’s successor to implement his plan, which rever-
berated across the 2016 presidential campaign trail.

Opponents planned to sue immediately, and to ask the
courts to block the rule temporarily. Many states have
threatened not to comply.

The Obama administration estimated the emissions limits
will cost $8.4 billion annually by 2030. The actual price won't
be clear until states decide how they’ll reach their targets.
But energy industry advocates said the revision makes
Obama’s mandate even more burdensome, costly and dif-
ficult to achieve.

“They are wrong,” Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Gina McCarthy said flatly, accusing opponents
of promulgating a “doomsday” scenario.

10C To Order Tests For Viruses

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — The International Olympic Com-
mittee said Sunday it will order testing for disease-causing
viruses in the sewage-polluted waters where athletes will
compete in next year’s Rio de Janeiro Games.

Before, the I0C and local Olympic organizers in Rio said
they would only test for bacteria in the water, as Brazil and
virtually all nations only mandate such testing to determine
the safety of recreational waters.

But after an Associated Press investigation published last
week revealed high counts of viruses directly linked to hu-
man sewage in the Olympic waters, the IOC reversed course
after being advised by the World Health Organization (WHO)
that it should expand its testing.

“The WHO is saying they are recommending viral test-
ing,” I0C medical director Dr. Richard Budgett told the AP.
“We've always said we will follow the expert advice, so we
will now be asking the appropriate authorities in Rio to fol-
low the expert advice which is for viral testing. We have to
follow the best expert advice.”

On Saturday, the International Sailing Federation became
the first to break with the IOC’s insistence on bacteria-only
testing, saying it would do its own independent tests for
viruses.

Shooting Leads To 40 New Measures

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — When a white Ferguson
policeman fatally shot a black 18-year-old nearly a year ago,
the St. Louis suburb erupted in violent protests and the nation
took notice. Since then, legislators in almost every state have
proposed changes to the way police interact with the public.

The result: Twenty-four states have passed at least 40 new
measures addressing such things as officer-worn cameras,
training about racial bias, independent investigations when
police use force and new limits on the flow of surplus military
equipment to local law enforcement agencies, according to an
analysis by The Associated Press.

Despite all that action, far more proposals have stalled or
failed, the AP review found. And few states have done anything
to change their laws on when police are justified to use deadly
force.

National civil rights leaders praised the steps taken by
states but said they aren’t enough to solve the racial tensions
and economic disparities that have fueled protests in Fergu-
son, Baltimore, New York and elsewhere following instances in
which people died in police custody or shootings.

“What we have right now in the country is an emerging
consensus as to the need to act,” said NAACP President Cor-
nell William Brooks. “What we don’t have is a consensus as to
how to act, what to act on and how to do this in some kind of
priority order.”

Confederate Flag Still Enjoys Support

HANOVER, Pa. (AP) — Many Americans assumed the
Confederate flag was retired for good after governors in South
Carolina and Alabama removed it from their statehouses
this summer and presidential candidates from both parties
declared it too divisive for official display.

But people still fly it, and not just in the South, despite
announcements by leading flag-makers and retailers that they
will no longer sell products showing the secessionist battle
flag.

Some who display it are motivated by pride in their an-
cestry or enthusiasm for Southern history. Others see it as a
symbol of their right to challenge to authority in general, and
the federal government in particular. And some have hoisted
Confederate flags in recent weeks precisely because it’s gener-
ating controversy again.

“You can't take it out on the flag — the flag had nothing to
do with it,” said Ralph Chronister, who felt inspired to dig out
his old Confederate flag, which is decorated with a bald eagle,
and hang it from his weather-beaten front porch on a heavily
traveled street in Hanover, Pennsylvania.

“I've got nothing against black people; I've got nothing
against anyone else,” said Chronister, 46, who was raised in
Maryland. “I'm just very proud of my Southern heritage. That’s
why I fly it.”
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BY MATTHEW LEE
AP Diplomatic Writer

CAIRO — Despite persistent human
rights concerns, the United States on
Sunday resumed formal security talks
with Egypt that were last held six years
ago and kept on hiatus until now amid
political unrest that swept the country in
the wake of the Arab Spring.

Two days after the U.S. delivered
eight F-16 warplanes to Egypt as part of a
military support package that the Obama
administration is boosting to help Egypt
counter an increasing terrorist threat,
Secretary of State John Kerry restarted
the so-called “strategic dialogue” with
Egyptian officials in Cairo. The dialogue
was last held in 2009 and did not occur
in subsequent years due to the Arab
Spring and turmoil following the ouster
of Egypt’s authoritarian leader Hosni
Mubarak in 2011.

Kerry said the administration is com-
mitted to working with Egypt to enhance
its military capabilities as it confronts
growing threats from extremists, particu-
larly in the Sinai Peninsula. That aid had
been on hold until earlier this year due to
human rights and democracy concerns
in the wake of the military overthrow of
Islamist President Mohammed Morsi in
2013.

Before meeting with Egyptian
President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, Kerry
told Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry the
U.S. would “continue to provide robust
training to the Egyptian military, as the
military seeks it and desires it, in an
effort to build capacity, and also to meet
the highest expectations of your military
for its professionalism.” He noted that
in addition to the F-16s, the U.S. had
provided Egypt with Apache helicopters,
attack boats, armored vehicles and other
weapons systems this year. More aid is on
the way, he said.

At the same time, he acknowledged
stress in the U.S.-Egypt relationship over

human rights and said Washington would
continue to press Cairo on the arrests of
dissidents and journalists and mass trials.

“Obviously, there has been a little
bit of tension over certain issues,” he
told reporters at a joint news confer-
ence with Shoukry that was held shortly
after a court in Cairo again postponed
a verdict in the trial of three Al-Jazeera
English journalists, whose arrests on have
sparked widespread condemnation.

Shoukry said no journalists have been
detained in Egypt for doing their jobs,
only for terrorism and other offenses,
and he rejected criticism that detainees
were being denied due process. He said
Egypt is committed to improving its
human rights conditions but noted that
all countries, even mature democracies,
have imperfect rights records.

Kerry made the case, though, that
freedom of speech, assembly and peace-
ful political dissent must be allowed if
Egypt is to successfully combat extrem-
ism, especially ahead of parliamentary
elections to be held later this year.

“We are absolutely clear that terror-
ists who kill civilians and attack Egyptian
security forces have to be brought to
justice, and we stand with Egypt in that
effort. But it is equally important ...
to distinguish between those who use
violence to achieve their ends and others
who seek peacefully to participate in a
political dialogue, even if what they say
sometimes may make people uncomfort-
able,” Kerry said.

He said that fighting extremism
requires more than military might and
called on Egypt to adopt a broad strategy
that would both improve the economy
and accept dissent to prevent young
people from embracing radical ideolo-
gies. “Otherwise, no matter how many ter-
rorists we bring to justice, those groups
will replenish their ranks and we will not
be safer. We will be involved in a round
robin, circular, repetitive process,” Kerry
said.

U.S., Egypt Resume
Formal Security Talks

In advance of his trip, Kerry met in
Washington with Egyptian-American Mo-
hammed Soltan, who had been sentenced
to life in prison in Egypt for financing
an anti-government sit-in and spreading
“false news.” One of thousands impris-
oned after Morsi’s overthrow, Soltan had
been on a hunger strike for more than
a year before being freed in May after
repeated U.S. requests. He is the son of a
prominent member of the now-outlawed
Muslim Brotherhood.

Shoukry accused the brotherhood of
being a leading promoter of extremism in
the region, including neighboring Libya,
which is in the throes of conflict.

Broadening U.S.-Egyptian trade and
economic ties also was also on the table
during Kerry’s visit, which comes just
days before Egypt inaugurates a second,
parallel waterway to allow two-way traffic
on the Suez Canal. Egyptian officials are
hoping the opening will boost a flagging
economy. Kerry congratulated Egypt
on the “major” Suez project ahead of its
opening on Thursday, and he announced
that U.S.-Egypt trade and investment
consultations will resume in the fall.

Kerry was in Cairo on the first stop
of a Mideast trip that is mainly aimed at
assuaging Arab concerns over the nuclear
deal between Iran and world powers.
After meeting with el-Sissi, he leaves for
Qatar, where he will hold discussions with
Gulf Arab foreign ministers on the [ran
deal and its implications for the region.

On Iran, Kerry said he would be trave-
ling to Doha to make the case to members
of the Gulf Cooperation Council that the
Iran nuclear agreement will make the
Middle East more secure. The Gulf Arab
states have publicly welcomed the deal
reached last month in Vienna, but many
have expressed private reservations.

“There can be absolutely no question
that the Vienna plan, if fully implemented,
will make Egypt and all the countries of
this region safer than they otherwise
would be or were,” he said.
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Internal Dispute Over Succession Hints At Rifts

BY LYNNE O’DONNELL
Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The
brother of Mullah Moham-
mad Omar on Sunday joined a
growing chorus of opposition
to the opaque selection of the
late Taliban leader’s succes-
sor, indicating widening rifts
within the militant group as
it weighs whether to revive
peace talks or intensify its
14-year insurgency in Afghani-
stan.

As the leadership crisis
deepened, the Taliban re-
leased a statement from one of
its most notorious command-
ers pledging loyalty to Mullah
Akhtar Mohammad Mansoor,
who was chosen to lead after
the death of the Taliban’s re-
clusive, one-eyed founder was
announced last week.

The statement quoted
Jalaluddin Haqqani, the head
of the Haqqgani Network, a
Pakistan-based outfit blamed
for scores of complex attacks
on U.S. and NATO forces in Af-
ghanistan, as calling for unity.
The Taliban denied recent
rumors that Haqqani, like Mul-
lah Omar, had died in secret.
Haqqani’s son Sirajuddin was
named Mullah Mansoor’s
deputy after his promotion.

The loss of Mullah Omar
has raised concerns of a
succession crisis that could
splinter the group between
relatively moderate figures
who back Pakistan-mediated
peace talks and more radical
field commanders committed
to overthrowing the Kabul
government and reverting to
the harsh Islamic rule of the
1990s.

Those commanders have
made steady gains in recent
months across northern
Afghanistan - far from the
group’s traditional heartland -
as Afghan security forces have
struggled in the absence of
U.S. and NATO combat troops,
who switched to a support
and training role at the end of
last year.

The Taliban announced
that Mullah Mansoor was
their new leader on Thursday
and released a purported
audio statement from him on
Saturday in which he called
for unity and warned of enemy
propaganda aimed at divid-
ing the group. The Taliban
acknowledged Mullah Omar’s
death last week, after the Af-
ghan government said he had
died in a Pakistani hospital
two years ago.

The Taliban deny Mullah
Omar ever left Afghanistan,
but the secretive nature of his
death raised the possibility
that the senior Taliban leader-
ship — a Supreme Council with
just seven members - had
concealed his death from the
wider movement, which has
tens of thousands of fighters.

Mullah Omar’s brother
on Sunday joined a growing
challenge to Mullah Mansoor’s
leadership, telling The As-
sociated Press he had been
“selected” by a small clique of
his own supporters.

Mullah Abdul Manan’s
comments came after Mullah
Omar’s son, Yacoub, also
said the new leader did not
have the support of the wider
Taliban.
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parking. We had to clear
some tables away and make
more room,” he said. “We're
ready to take the parade
route over to the (Meridian)
bridge and then all up and
down Douglas Avenue.’

Jason Beaudette of
Yankton was one of the eager
bikers waiting for the ride to
start. He was riding his 2008
Fat Bob motorcycle.

“This is a great turnout,”
he said. ‘I don’t think they
expected this many bikers to
show up.”

Beaudette said he looked
forward to riding over Merid-
ian Bridge.

“Irode a bike over the
bridge before it closed (to
motorized traffic),” he said.
“It's great they opened it
up (for Rock N Rumble).

It'll bring back a little bit of
memories.”

Beaudette gave a
“thumbs up” to Rock N
Rumble. He said he had seen
an influx of bikers into Yank-
ton even before Saturday’s
event.

“I'think it’s a good thing
that the local community

is being involved with this
and showing support for the
bikers,” he said. “It’s part of
Yankton wanting to be part
of (the Sturgis rally). I think
this (Rock N Rumble) will go
on every year. We need to
get the word out so there are
more activities in Yankton.”

Larry Leon, another Yank-
ton biker, also applauded the
Rock N Rumble effort.

“I think it’s a great event
for Yankton,” he said. “I'm
glad to see it happen. It's
great publicity.”

Yankton city manager
Amy Nelson was on hand for
the event - not so much as
a city official but as a biker
taking part in the ride.

She saluted the coop-
eration of the city, private
businesses, the CVB and the
Yankton Area Chamber of
Commerce in making Rock N
Rumble a reality.

“It’s great that people
came out,” she said. “This
is a great opportunity for
Yankton.”

Not all of the riders
congregated on Third Street.
Chris Schroer of Sioux Falls
opted to spend some time
at the Ice House. He drove
down to Yankton alone on
his Honda Fury.

“I come down here (to
Yankton) and camp,” he said.
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“I thought it would be neat
to be part of the first Rock N
Rumble - and get a t-shirt.”

Schroer also looked
forward to traveling over
Meridian Bridge. “I'e never
ridden over the bridge, and
[ thought it would be a neat
thing,” he said.

The bikers weren't the
only ones gathered for the
historic ride over Meridian
Bridge.

Spectators lined up to
watch and record the scene
at the bridge entrance.
They cheered on the bik-
ers rolling along the lower
deck into Nebraska. After
disappearing from sight for
a few minutes, the bikers
returned on the upper deck
into South Dakota with their
engines roaring and flashing
triumphant smiles, waves
and thumbs-up.

The bikers roared down
the entire length of Douglas
Avenue before heading to
Lewis and Clark Lake.

The activity shifted
later in the afternoon to The
Landing, where the Sonny
Austin Band performed for
the barbecue. The band
members announced they
had written and dedicated
a song to Rock N Rumble,
which they then performed
it for the crowd.
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Turn to the Experts

The evening concluded
with the street dance on
Third Street featuring the
band Happy Ending.

Yankton parks and recrea-
tion director Todd Larson
said he sees tremendous
momentum arising from
Rock N Rumble.

“I'm very ecstatic at the
turnout,” he said. “This can
lead to a lot of big things in
the future.”

Moser agreed, noting rid-
ers attended Rock N Rumble
from lowa, Nebraska and
South Dakota. She looked for
the goodwill to continue long
after the bikers left Yankton.

“We have people who
are leaving here and head-
ing to Sturgis,” she said.
“They’ll spread this by word
of mouth and tell people,
‘You've got to stop in Yank-
ton.”

With last Saturday’s
activities still under way,
Moser was already looking
ahead to the next version of
Rock N Rumble.

“I think the turnout will
only get better,” she said.
“We’ll build onto this even
more next year.”

Follow @RDockendorf on
Twitter.
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