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Survivor’s Husband Recounts Shooting

ROANOKE, Va. (AP) — The woman who survived the
on-air shooting that killed two TV journalists says she never
saw the gunman walk up to the group because the camera’s
bright light blinded her.

Vicki Gardner, a chamber of commerce official, was an-
swering questions about the community on live TV when the
gunfire erupted. She was wounded as she fell to the ground
after hearing the first gunshots, her husband said Friday.

The gunman, Vester Flanagan, ambushed WDBJ-TV
cameraman Adam Ward and reporter Alison Parker during
the interview Wednesday at the Smith Mountain Lake Visitor
Center. Gardner is executive director of the resort area’s
chamber of commerce.

The first four shots were aimed at Parker, and two more
were aimed at Ward, Gardner’s husband Tim said in a tel-
ephone interview from the hospital where she is recovering.
Then he fired at Gardner, though his first couple of shots
missed her.

“And then when she dove down and got shot, he stopped
shooting and took off,” he said. “But she wasn't sure he
was gone so she just laid there playing possum until first
responders showed up.”

On-Air Rampage Difficult To Predict

ROANOKE, Va. (AP) — Living alone in a world of perceived
slights, Vester Lee Flanagan Il festered and fumed. His hair-
trigger temper directed at a random collection of people he
encountered never seemed to stray into the type of violent
behavior that would have put him on the radar of police or
mental health professionals.

By not crossing that line, he avoided doing anything that
would have made it illegal for him to purchase the gun he used
to kill two former co-workers on live TV in Virginia.

Flanagan, 41, had never been arrested for a felony and had
no criminal record. There are no records indicating he was
ever committed for psychiatric care or had been the subject
of a restraining order. Hop-scotching around the country for
work, he rarely stayed anywhere longer than a year and didn’t
appear to socialize much. The people on the receiving end of
his anger shifted from day to day.

Instead, he left lasting impressions of a man who lashed
out at others for imagined offenses. He lived alone in an apart-
ment near the TV station that had fired him two years ago,
across the country from his family and California hometown.

How can anyone stop a massacre when no one seems to be
close enough to notice hints of looming violence?

GOP Candidates Talk China Relationship

CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) — If there was ever a week for the
Republican presidential candidates to talk tough on China,
this was it: Spurred by the stock market’s wild ride, they
lashed out at the world’s most populous nation.

Wisconsin’s Scott Walker demanded President Barack
Obama cancel an upcoming state visit with Chinese President
Xi Jinping. Mike Huckabee said the next president should
“build America’s economy, not China’s or Mexico’s.” Donald
Trump said the U.S. economy needs to “do a big uncoupling
pretty soon, before it’s too late.”

It’s rhetoric that doesn’t always square with the realities of
the relationship between the world’s two largest economies,
said experts on America’s ties with China, even if it does make
for nifty campaign sound bites.

“When you're in the early phases of the primary season,
and you don’t have a lot in the way of foreign policy bona
fides, a surefire applause line is to go to the extreme — and in
the case of China that’s always a very easy thing to do,” said
Jon Huntsman, a former Republican governor of Utah and U.S.
ambassador to China under Obama.

No candidate went further than Trump, whose pledge to
bring back to the U.S. the roughly 2 million jobs lost to China
since 1999 is a centerpiece of his campaign. “Not only now
have they taken our jobs ... but now they are pulling us down
with them,” he said Monday amid a worldwide swoon in stock
prices.

Prep Student Convicted Of Sex Charges

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — A graduate of an exclusive New
England prep school was cleared of rape but convicted Friday
of lesser sex offenses against a 15-year-old freshman girl in a
case that exposed a tradition in which seniors competed to
see how many younger students they could have sex with.

A jury of nine men and three women took eight hours to
reach its verdict in the case against Owen Labrie, who was
accused of forcing himself on the girl in a dark and noisy me-
chanical room at St. Paul’s School in Concord two days before
he graduated last year.

Labrie, who was bound for Harvard and planned to take
divinity classes before his arrest put everything on hold, could
get up to 11 years in prison at sentencing Oct. 29. The 19-year-
old from Tunbridge, Vermont, will also have to register as a
sex offender for the rest of his life.

He wept upon hearing the verdict, and then, as his lawyers
conferred with the judge, sat alone at the defense table, shak-
ing his head slightly and looking up at the ceiling. His mother
sobbed. His accuser appeared stoic and huddled with mem-
bers of her family in the courtroom.

“Owen’s future is forever changed,” defense attorney J.W.
Carney said, adding that the sex convictions will be like “a
brand, a tattoo” that he will bear for life.

Calm On Wall Street: Is The Storm Over?

Days after China threw the biggest scare into Wall Street in
years, U.S. stocks have come surging back and ended the week
Friday on a placid note that suggested the worst may be over
for now.

Even so, investors are buckling their seat belts for more
turbulence ahead.

The Dow Jones industrial average fell a scant 11.76 points
Friday, or 0.1 percent, to 16,643.01, capping a week that saw
stomach-churning losses and gains of around 600 points per
day. The Standard & Poor’s 500 index rose 1.21 points, or
0.1 percent, to 1,988.87. The Nasdaq composite added 15.62
points, or 0.3 percent, to 4,828.32.

U.S. stocks went into their swoon last week, mostly over
signs of a slowdown in China, the world’s second-biggest
economy. Before the six-day losing streak had ended, the Dow
had plummeted 1,900 points and the S&P 500 was undergoing
its first “correction,” a decline of 10 percent or more, in nearly
four years.
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Dominica Prime Minister Says

20 Dead Follo

CARLISLE JNO BAPTISTE
Associated Press

SANTO DOMINGO, Do-
minican Republic — Tropical
Storm Erika began to lose
steam Friday over Haiti and
the Dominican Republic, but it
left behind a trail of destruc-
tion that killed at least 20
people on the small eastern
Caribbean island of Dominica,
authorities said.

Dominica Prime Minister
Roosevelt Skerrit said in a
televised address late Friday
that the island has been set
back 20 years in the damage
inflicted by the storm.

“This is a period of na-
tional tragedy,” he said, add-
ing that hundreds of homes,
bridges and roads have been
destroyed. “We have, in es-
sence, to rebuild Dominica.”

Tropical Storm Erika
dumped 15 inches (38 centim-
eters) of rain on the mountain-
ous island before it cut Friday
into Haiti and the Dominican
Republic, where it topped
trees and power lines.

The U.S. National Hur-
ricane Center in Miami said
the system was expected to
move north across the island
of Hispaniola, where the high
mountains would weaken it
to a tropical depression on
Saturday and possibly cause it
to dissipate entirely.

There’s a chance it could
regain some strength off
northern Cuba and people in
Florida should still keep an
eye on it and brace for heavy
rain, said John Cagialosi, a
hurricane specialist at the
center. “This is a potentially
heavy rain event for a large
part of the state,” he said.

Florida Gov. Rick Scott de-
clared a state of emergency for
the entire state, which could
begin seeing the effects of the
system late Sunday and early
Monday and officials urged
residents to prepare by filling
vehicle gas tanks, stockpiling
food and water, and determin-
ing whether they live in an
evacuation zone.

Erika’s heavy rains set
off floods and mudslides in
Dominica that are now blamed
for at least a dozen deaths, the
government said. At least two
dozen people remained miss-
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Stone Crab employees Jordan Garcia, top, and Manny
Cortes installing shuttles in preparation for Tropical Storm
Erika on Friday, August 28 in Miami Beach.

ing and authorities warned the
death toll could rise.

“There are additional
bodies recovered but it is an
ongoing operation,” Police
Chief Daniel Carbon said,
declining to provide specif-
ics. “It will take us a couple
of days to recover as many
bodies as we can. So the count
will increase.”

Erika is a particularly wet
storm, and was expected
to dump up to 8 inches (20
centimeters) of rain across the
drought-stricken region.

Given how weak the storm
is and how dry Puerto Rico
and parts of Florida have
been, “it could be a net
benefit, this thing,” said MIT
meteorology professor Kerry
Emanuel.

The center of Erika was
located about 25 miles (45
kilometers) southeast of
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and was
moving west at about 21 mph
(33 kph), the Hurricane Center
said. The storm’s maximum
sustained winds dropped
slightly to 45 mph (75 kph).

Erika drenched the popular
tourist areas of Punta Cana,
Samana and Puerto Plata, as
well as the capital of Santo
Domingo.

The storm previously slid
to the south of Puerto Rico,
knocking out power to more
than 200,000 people and caus-
ing more than $16 million in
damage to crops including
plantains, bananas and coffee,
but causing no major damage
or injuries.

Dominica, meanwhile, was
struggling in the aftermath.
Assistant Police Superinten-
dent Claude Weekes said
authorities still haven’t been
able to access many areas
in the mountainous island
because of impassable roads
and bridges. “The aftermath is
loads of damage,” he said. “It
really has been devastating.”

An elderly blind man and
two children were killed when
a mudslide engulfed their
home in the southeast of Dom-
inica. Another man was found
dead in the capital following a
mudslide at his home.

People on the island told
of narrowly escaping being
engulfed by water as Erika
downed trees and power lines
while unleashing heavy floods
that swept cars down streets
and ripped scaffolding off
some buildings.

“I was preparing to go to
work when all of a sudden
heard this loud noise and saw
the place flooded with water,”
said Shanie James, a 30-year-
old mother who works at a
bakery. “We had to run for
survival.”

Mudslides destroyed
dozens of homes across
Dominica, including that of
46-year-old security guard
Peter Julian, who had joined
friends after leaving work.

“When I returned, I saw
that my house that I have
lived in for over 20 years was
gone,” he said. “I am blessed
to be alive. God was not ready
for me ... [ have lost every-
thing and now have to start all
over again.”

Meanwhile in the Pacific,
Ignacio strengthened into a
hurricane with maximum sus-
tained winds of 90 mph (150
kph). It was centered about
785 miles (1,260 kilometers)
east-southeast of Hilo, Hawaii,
and was moving northwest
near 8 mph (13 kph).

Also in the Pacific, Jimena
turned into a Category 2 hurri-
cane with maximum sustained
winds near 105 mph (165
kph). It was centered about
1,135 miles (1,825 kilometers)
southwest of the southern tip
of Mexico’s Baja California
peninsula. It does not pose a
threat to land.
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Europe’s Migrant Crisis Brings New Death By Land & Sea

GEORGE JAHN
Associated Press

VIENNA — Death and
desperation mounted in Eu-
rope’s migrant crisis Friday as
Austrian police said 71 people
appeared to have suffocated
in the back of an abandoned
truck, while an estimated 200
people were feared drowned
off Libya when two overload-
ed boats capsized.

More than 300,000 people
have sought to cross the Medi-
terranean Sea so far in 2015,
up from 219,000 in all of last
year, as European authorities
grapple with the largest influx
since World War II.

The death of 71 people
locked in the truck on a high-
way south of Vienna shows
“the desperation of people
seeking protection or a new
life in Europe,” said Melissa
Fleming, spokeswoman for the
U.N. refugee agency in Geneva.

The International Office of
Migration has recorded 2,636
deaths linked to Mediter-
ranean crossings this year,

and more may have vanished
beneath the waves out of sight
of rescuers.

Each day, thousands are
boarding flimsy boats for Italy
or Greece, and many more are
placing themselves and their
families at the mercy of human
traffickers by slogging for days
or weeks through the western
Balkans toward what they
hope will be a brighter future.
Most are fleeing war, conflict
or persecution in countries
including Syria, Afghanistan
and Eritrea.

Several factors are driving
the surge of Syrian refugees,
including worsening condi-
tions in that country’s refugee
centers partly due to budget
cuts and the reluctance of
neighboring countries to take
in more people, the U.N. said.

In a rare statement issued
under his name and not a
spokesman, U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon said he
was “horrified and heartbro-
ken” by the latest deaths and
stressed that a “large major-
ity” of people undertaking

such dangerous journeys are
refugees who have the right to
protection and asylum.

He called on all govern-
ments to act with compassion
and said he plans a “special
meeting devoted to these
global concerns” on Sept. 30,
during the annual General
Assembly of world leaders at
U.N. headquarters.

Two ships went down
Thursday off the western
Libyan city of Zuwara, where
Hussein Asheini of the Red
Crescent said at least 105 bod-
ies had been recovered. About
100 people were rescued,
according to the Office of the
U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees, with at least 100
more believed to be missing.

“A coast guard team is still
diving in and checking inside
to see if there’s anyone else,”
Asheini added.

Workers pulled the dead
from the water and placed
them in orange-and-black
body bags that were laid out
on the waterfront in Zuwara,
about 105 kilometers (65

miles) west of Tripoli. Several
victims floated face-down in
a flooded boat towed into the
harbor. At least one of the
dead wore a life vest.

Most of the people rescued
came from Syria and sub-
Saharan African countries,
said Mohamed al-Misrati, the
spokesman for the Red Cres-
cent in Libya.

“You can imagine what
they are going through. Some
of them are still looking for
their friends. We're trying to
speak to them but many of
them are too traumatized to
even talk about the incident,”
he said.

Lawless Libya, which
doesn’t have the resources to
deal with the flow of migrants,
is a prime starting point for
many, with human traffickers
filling boats they know cannot
reach European shores but
figuring that rescuers will pick
up the passengers and take
them to Italy.
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