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Poland’s History Fuels Debate

WARSAW, Poland (AP) — As a Catholic Pole, Elka
shouldn’t even have been in the ghetto of Czestochowa,
in southern Poland. But the nanny was so devoted to
the 12-year-old Jewish boy she had raised since infancy
that she refused to leave. She ended up being sent to the
Treblinka death camp — where she was murdered with the
Jews.

Today the boy, Sigmund Rolat, is an 85-year-old Polish-
American businessman and philanthropist on a mission.
He aims to build a memorial in heart of Warsaw’s former
ghetto to his beloved Elka and the thousands of other Pol-
ish Christians who risked their lives for Jews during World
War 1.

While the project has the blessing of Poland’s chief
rabbi, it has also sparked strong opposition. Many scholars
and some Jews fear that a monument to Polish rescuers
at Warsaw’s key site of Jewish tragedy will bolster a false
historical narrative that Poles largely acted as rescuers
of Jews during the Holocaust. In reality, many Poles were
indifferent to the plight of Jews during the war and some
participated in their persecution.

Official Polish narratives about the Holocaust already
typically highlight the Poles who risked their lives to save
Jews. Poland has been actively promoting the memory of
Jan Karski, a resistance fighter who brought proof to the
West of the destruction of Poland’s Jews.

Yet little is said about the widespread passivity that
existed despite such enormous Jewish suffering, or cases
where Poles used the breakdown of law and order to
blackmail and murder Jews themselves, driven by greed or
anti-Semitic hatred.

Largest-Ever Gas Field In Mediterranean

ROME (AP) — The Italian energy company Eni SpA an-
nounced Sunday it has discovered a “supergiant” natural
gas field off Egypt, describing it as the “largest-ever” found
in the Mediterranean Sea.

The news came a day after Eni CEO Claudio Descalzi
met in Cairo with Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi,
the Egyptian leader’s office said.

Eni said the discovery — made in its Zohr prospect “in
the deep waters of Egypt” — could hold a potential 30 tril-
lion cubic feet of gas over an area of 100 square kilometers
(38.6 square miles).

The discovery well is 190 kilometers (about 120 miles)
from the Egyptian coast, and is at a depth of 1,450 meters
(4,757 feet) in the Shorouk Block, the company said. The
block is about 107 kilometers (66 miles) from Port Said.

“Zohr is the largest gas discovery ever made in Egypt
and in the Mediterranean Sea and could become one of the
world’s largest natural gas finds,” Eni said in a statement.
“The discovery, after its full development, will be able to
ensure satisfying Egypt’s natural gas demand for decades.”

Mount Mckinley Renamed Denali

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama administration will
change the name of North America’s tallest mountain peak
from Mount McKinley to Denali, the White House said Sun-
day, a major symbolic gesture to Alaska Natives on the eve
of President Barack Obama’s historic visit to Alaska.

By renaming the peak Denali, an Athabascan word
meaning “the high one,” Obama waded into a sensitive and
decades-old conflict between residents of Alaska and Ohio.
Alaskans have informally called the mountain Denali for
years, but the federal government recognizes its name in-
voking the 25th president, William McKinley, who was born
in Ohio and assassinated early in his second term.

“With our own sense of reverence for this place, we are
officially renaming the mountain Denali in recognition of
the traditions of Alaska Natives and the strong support of
the people of Alaska,” said Interior Secretary Sally Jewell.

The announcement came as Obama prepared to open
a three-day visit to Alaska aimed at infusing fresh urgency
into his call to action on climate change. To the dismay of
some Alaska Republicans, the White House has choreo-
graphed the trip to showcase melting glaciers and other
cherished natural wonders in Alaska that Obama says are
threatened by warmer temperatures.

But Obama’s visit is also geared toward displaying soli-
darity with Alaska Natives, who face immense economic
challenges and have warned of insufficient help from the
federal government. As his first stop after arriving in An-
chorage on Monday, Obama planned to hold a listening ses-
sion with Alaska Natives. The president was also expected
to announce new steps to help Alaska Native communities
on Wednesday when he becomes the first sitting president
to visit the Alaska Arctic.

California Neighbors Rally Together

TULARE, Calif. (AP) — Looking for water to flush his
toilet, Tino Lozano pointed a garden hose at some buckets
in the bare dirt of his yard. It’s his daily ritual now in a com-
munity built by refugees from Oklahoma’s Dust Bowl. But
only a trickle came out; then a drip, then nothing more.

“There it goes,” said Lozano, a 40-year-old disabled vet,
masking his desperation with a smile. “That’s how we do it
in Okieville now.”

Millions of Californians are being inconvenienced in this
fourth year of drought, urged to flush toilets less often,
take shorter showers and let lawns turn brown. But it’s
dramatically worse in places like Okieville, where wells
have gone dry for many of the 100 modest homes that
share cracked streets without sidewalks or streetlights in
California’s Central Valley.

Farming in Tulare County brought in $8.1 billion in 2014,
more than any other county in the nation, according to
its agricultural commissioner. Yet 1,252 of its household
wells today are dry, more than all other California counties
combined.

Lozano, a 40-year-old disabled vet and family man, has
worked with his neighbors to rig lines from house to house,
sharing water from a well deep enough to hit the emptying
aquifer below. County trucks, funded with state drought
relief money, fill 2,500-gallon tanks in many yards. Resi-
dents also get containers of drinking water, stacking them
in bedrooms and living rooms.

New Orleans, Guilf Coast
Mark Katrina Milestone

BY REBECCA SANTANA
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — The
Gulf Coast and New Orleans
observed the 10th anniver-
sary of Hurricane Katrina,
one of the deadliest storms
in American history, in ways
both devout and festive.
Church bells rang and brass
bands played as people
across the storm-ravaged
coast remembered the past
and looked to the future.

“Some people said that
we shouldn’t come back.
Some people said that we
couldn’t come back,” said
New Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu. “Yet 10 years later
here we are. Still standing.”

The storm killed more
than 1,800 people and caused
$151 billion in damage, in one
of the country’s deadliest and
most costly natural disasters.
Many of the dead came in
New Orleans when levees
protecting the city burst,
submerging 80 percent of the
Crescent City in water.

The dead and those
who still struggle to rebuild
were not far from anyone’s
thoughts Saturday, from
Mississippi where church
bells rang out to mark when
the storm made landfall to a
commemoration at the New
Orleans memorial contain-
ing bodies of people never
claimed or never identified.

As the church bells rang,
80-year-old Eloise Allen wept
softly into a tissue as she
leaned against her rusting
Oldsmobile.

“I feel guilty,” said Allen,
whose house in Bay St. Louis
was damaged but inhabitable
after the storm. “I didn’t go
through what all the other
people did.”

Saturday was a day to
remember what “all the other
people” went through. Those
who were lifted from rooftops
by helicopters, those who
came home to find only
concrete steps as evidence
of where their house used
to be, those whose bodies
were never claimed after the
storm.

But the mourning Sat-
urday was balanced by a
celebration of how far the
region has come.

At the Smoothie King
Center in New Orleans,
thousands of people gathered
to take part in an evening of
prayer, music and speeches
including by former President
Bill Clinton. He had helped
raise money for Katrina
victims.

He weighed into a debate
that has bubbled up dur-
ing the Katrina anniversary
about whether New Orleans’
post-Katrina story is one of a
city resurrected or of people
left behind. Tourism in the
Crescent City is booming, real
estate prices have skyrock-
eted and the city’s popula-
tion continues to grow after
Katrina. But the recovery
has been uneven with many
neighborhoods — especially
African-American ones — still
struggling. Clinton said the
city should be happy and cel-
ebrate its progress but at the
same time keep working.

“Have a good time New
Orleans. You earned it,”
Clinton said. “And tomorrow
wake up and say ‘Look at
what we did. [ bet we can do
the rest too.”

In Biloxi, Mississippi,
clergy and community lead-
ers gathered at a newly built
Minor League Baseball park
for a memorial to Katrina’s
victims and later that evening
the park hosted a concert
celebrating the recovery.

During a prayer service
at a seaside park in Gulfport,
former Mississippi Gov. Haley
Barbour praised volunteers
who worked on the Katrina
recovery. He said more than
954,000 volunteers came from
around the country to Mis-
sissippi in the first five years
after the storm, and many
were motivated by faith.

“They thought it was
God’s command to try
to help people in need,”

\
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Anne Warren of Gulfport, Miss., right, prays with April Moore of Gulfport after the 10 Years,
10,000 Reasons Hurricane Katrina remembrance service at Barksdale Pavilion in Jones
Park in Gulfport on Saturday. Moore, who said she lost everything in Katrina, was over-
come by memories of the storm.

Barbour said.

Katrina’s force caused
a massive storm surge
that scoured the Missis-
sippi coast, pushed boats far
inland and wiped houses off
the map.

Glitzy casinos and con-
dominium towers have been
rebuilt. But overgrown lots
and empty slabs speak to the
slow recovery in some com-
munities.

In New Orleans’ Lower 9th
Ward, residents and com-
munity activists gathered
Saturday at the levee where
Katrina’s storm waters broke
through and submerged the
neighborhood.

Once a bastion of black
home ownership, it still
hasn’t regained anywhere
near its pre-Katrina popula-
tion. But a day of events
illustrated how attached the
residents who have returned
are to their community.

After the speeches were
done, a parade snaked
through the neighborhood
while music played from
boom boxes and people sold
water from ice chests under
the hot sun.

Clarence Davis’ family
home was four blocks from
the levee. He evacuated
before Katrina and eventu-
ally returned to the region,
but now lives in the suburbs.
He came back Saturday just
to find old faces from the
neighborhood but he couldn’t
bring himself to see the
vacant lot where his house
used to be.

“The family home is what
kept us together and it’s
gone,” he said. His family is
scattered now in Houston,
Atlanta and Louisiana as are
many of his neighbors.

Thousands of volunteers
spread out across New
Orleans, echoing the volun-
teers who helped the city and
region recover after Katrina
and still come to the city to
this day.

In a city where people form
strong bonds over neighbor-
hoods, from the Lower 9th
Ward, to Broadmoor, to Gentil-
ly and Lakeview, many choose
to stay local on Saturday in
one of the many neighborhood
events across the city.

“New Orleans will always
be in my blood,” a silver-
haired Juanita Fields said Sat-
urday in what was the badly
flooded Pontchartrain Park,
an African-American neighbor-
hood near Southern University
New Orleans.

She recounted her post-
Katrina experiences — fear
and thirst in a sweltering
Superdome, eventual trans-
port to Kansas — with humor,
grace and at times defiance.
She finally returned in 2012.
She is happy about the city’s
recovery, but not about the
unevenness of that recovery
that saw the city’s poorest
suffer. She believes some
“grieved themselves to death,”
over the destruction and their
inability to return or rebuild.

But she’s optimistic that
the city will continue to re-
cover. “It will. It's going to take
us a while.”

BY JUAN A. LOZANO
Associated Press

HOUSTON — The man charged with
capital murder in the fatal shooting of a
uniformed suburban Houston sheriff’s
deputy had a lengthy criminal record go-
ing back a decade, but never spent more
than short stints in jail.

Shannon J. Miles, whose criminal
record includes convictions for resist-
ing arrest and disorderly conduct with a
firearm, was to be arraigned Monday in
the shooting of Darren Goforth, a 10-year
veteran of the Harris County Sheriff’s
Office. Miles’ arrest Saturday came less
than 24 hours after authorities said he
ambushed Goforth at a suburban Hou-
ston Chevron station.

Harris County Sheriff Ron Hickman
said the attack was “clearly unpro-
voked,” and there is no evidence that Go-
forth knew Miles. Investigators have no
information from Miles that would shed
light on his motive, Hickman said.

“Our assumption is that he (Goforth)
was a target because he wore a uniform,”
the sheriff said.

Miles’ criminal record begins in
2005, when he was convicted of criminal
mischief, giving false information to
police and resisting arrest, according
to records. In 2006, he was convicted of
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disorderly conduct with a firearm and
sentenced to a maximum of 15 days in
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jail. He was convicted of evading arrest
in 2007, and his most recent conviction
came in 2009 for again resisting arrest.

Records show that the 30-year-old
Houston resident was sentenced to sev-
eral short stints in jail, anywhere from 10
to 6 days.

Court and jail records did not list an
attorney for Miles and attempts to reach
his family members on Sunday were
unsuccessful.

Goforth, 47, was pumping gas at a
Chevron station Friday night in Cy-
press, a middle- to upper-middle-class
suburban area of Harris County located
northwest of Houston, when the gunman
approached him from behind and fired
multiple shots, continuing to fire after
the deputy had fallen to the ground.

The killing evoked strong emotions
in the local law enforcement community,
with Hickman linking it to heightened
tension over the treatment of African-
Americans by police. Goforth was white
and Miles is black.

The nationwide “Black Lives Matter”
movement that formed after 18-year-
old Michael Brown was shot and killed
by a white police officer in Ferguson,
Missouri, has sought sweeping reforms
of policing. Related protests erupted
in Texas recently after a 28-year-old
Chicago-area black woman, Sandra
Bland, was found dead in a county jail
about 50 miles northwest of Houston
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Police Investigate Motive In Death Of Houston Deputy

three days after her arrest on a traffic
violation. Texas authorities said she
committed suicide but her family is
skeptical of that.

Hickman and Harris County District
Attorney Devon Anderson pushed back
against the criticism of police.

“We’ve heard Black Lives Matter, All
Lives Matter. Well, cops’ lives matter,
too,” Hickman said Saturday.

Deray McKesson, a leader in the
Black Lives Matter movement, told the
Houston Chronicle: “It is unfortunate
that Sheriff Hickman has chosen to po-
liticize this tragedy and to attribute the
officer’s death to a movement that seeks
to end violence.”

A prayer walk in Goforth’s honor
drew hundreds of people Sunday even-
ing. As the group marched through the
streets escorted by law enforcement ve-
hicles, traffic in the opposite lanes came
to a halt, video from news helicopters
showed. Onlookers stood along the road,
some waving American flags and others
snapping photos.

A Houston-based nonprofit group
called the 100 Club, which supports the
families of firefighters and law enforce-
ment officers killed in the line of duty, is
providing Goforth’s wife with $20,000,
and additional support, up to $300,000,
could be provided to his family depend-
ing on their needs after an assessment is
completed, the organization said.
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