
Vestal, caught in the line of fire. The
skipper, back on board, would have
none of it.

“Our orders were to abandon
ship. But the skipper said, ‘Hell,
we’re getting under way,’” Christo-
pherson said, barking the skipper’s
order with a wry smile. “As soon as
the lines were cut, we started to
move away from the Arizona.”

The skipper ran the Vestal into
the mud flats until the attack was
over. The Vestal crew was ordered
to patch the hole in the bottom of
the ship immediately and report
for duty.

The Vestal, described by
Christopherson as looking “more
like an old tramp steamer than any-
thing else,” sailed the Pacific for
two years as a basic repair ship
working on 400 vessels.

Seven decades later, Christo-
pherson is preparing to return to
Pearl Harbor — this time as a vet-
eran paying homage to fallen com-
rades.

In a separate interview with the
Press & Dakotan, Christopherson
said he and Konrad O’Hearn of
Sioux Falls will make the trip Jan.
16. The journey is made possible
thanks to Bill Williams of Sioux
Falls and others raising funds to
cover all expenses for the two vet-
erans.

“The people in Sioux Falls are
doing it because they feel the Pearl
Harbor survivors should go back

for the final memorial,” Christo-
pherson said, believing it will be
the last official commemoration.
“This will probably be the last
chance for any of us to get back to
the memorial.”

The fact was driven home Satur-
day evening with the announce-
ment that the National Pearl
Harbor Survivors Association is
turning in its charter after Dec. 31,
2011, because of the veterans’ age
and  lack of support for the organi-
zation.

At age 87, Christopherson is one
of the youngest Pearl Harbor sur-
vivors, adding urgency to next
month’s trip to Hawaii.

Of the five remaining South
Dakota survivors, two Rapid City
men are unable to travel for health
reasons, Christopherson said. A
Brookings survivor and his son will
attended the Dec. 7 ceremony at
Pearl Harbor.

“They couldn’t raise the money
and make the arrangements for us
(last two) by Dec. 7, so we’re going
in January,” Christopherson said.

Rick Christopherson, Darrel’s
son, attended Saturday’s program
and noted his father’s attitude to-
ward the Pearl Harbor attacks.

“For the 50th anniversary com-
memoration, they gave my dad a
medal as a Pearl Harbor survivor,”
Rick said. “They had Dad go up and
speak. He said, ‘Don’t blame the
Japanese people of today for what
happened in 1941. Their kids don’t
know any more about it than our
kids do.”

Saturday’s program featured re-
marks by another World War II vet-
eran, Harold Reinschmidt. He
served in Europe during 1944-45.

Reinschmidt spoke of his expe-
riences, including the rigors of
being transported in the 40&8 box-
car. The name, later given to the
veterans organization, refers to the
boxcars that were supposed to
hold 40 men or 8 horses.

“It was a solid box car, and
there wasn’t enough room for our
40 men,” he said. “We drilled holes
in the car. We didn’t know if there
were Germans outside, waiting to
blow you up.”

The soldiers never knew who to
trust, Reinschmidt said. “One time,
there were no German soldiers, just
40 kids who were 12 years old and
in uniforms — and they were
taught to shoot,” he said.

Saturday’s keynote speaker, Lt.
Gov. Matt Michels of Yankton, said
the evening provided a time to
honor all those who have fought
for liberty.

“When we remember Pearl Har-
bor, it is fitting to thank and honor
every American who has answered
the call to duty and served in the
military, especially those who have
served during times of war,” he
said.

On its 70th anniversary, the
Pearl Harbor attack remains, as
President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt called it, “a day which will
live in infamy,” Michels said.

“The attack on Pearl Harbor re-
mains one of the greatest tragedies
that has ever occurred on Ameri-
can soil,” Michels said. “America
was wounded that day, but we were
not broken. Out of the flames and
rubble emerged a nation united in
spirit and purpose, to defend our
freedom at all costs and preserve

America for the next generation.”
The nation wasn’t ready for or

even in agreement on another war,
but it rose to the challenge of a
strong, well-prepared enemy,
Michels said.

“Those who served in the
armed forces or lived during World
War II are rightly referred to as our
‘greatest generation,’” he said.
“They bore incredible sacrifices at
home and abroad, and (they) de-
feated an enemy that represented
one of the greatest threats to our
liberty we have ever seen.”

Michels said he felt the emo-
tions still present while visiting
the Pearl Harbor memorial and re-
mained in horror upon witnessing
the site of the Bataan Death March
in the Philippines.

“Through their sacrifices,
Americans from the greatest gen-
eration turned one of our nation’s
greatest tragedies into one of our
finest hours,” he said. “They are a
true testament to the power of
American liberty.”

Those sacrifices continue
today, Michels said, noting last Au-
gust’s funeral in Yankton for U.S.
Army Spc. Dennis Jensen, who
was killed in Afghanistan. The 21-
year-old Jensen not only volun-
teered to serve, but he did so with
another unit.

Such sacrifices must never be
forgotten, said Darrel Christopher-
son.

“It’s important to hear our
story, that we were able to listen to
it, to see it on TV and read it in the
papers,” he said. “It’s very impor-
tant that we get the story out.”
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 RSVPs are not required, but please 
 call us at 665-3644 if you have any questions.

 Holiday Remembrance Program

 W  INTZ &   R AY
 FUNERAL HOME
 and Cremation Service, Inc.
 Garden of Memories Cemetery

 2901 Douglas Ave., Yankton
 605-665-3644

 www.wintzrayfuneralhome.com

 All are welcome to join us
 on this special evening 
 in memory of those 
 who have died.

 Saturday, 
 December 10
 5:00pm

SDCUC announces
board nominations open

  The South Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC) 
is a progressive organization which has visionary and 
infl uential producer leadership throughout the state. The 
14-member board manages and invests South Dakota’s 
1-cent per bushel corn checkoff fund.  
  The SDCUC is announcing director positions that 
are open in Districts 1, 3, 5 & 8.  A SDCUC director’s 
position consists of a three-year term beginning on 
March 1, 2012. Each director can serve up to two-terms 
resulting in a six-year directors position.  
  If interested in seeking a board seat in one of the open 
districts you must obtain and fi le with the corn offi ce a 
nominating petition. All nominating petitions must contain 
at least 15 “participating” corn producer signatures 
from your district. (A “participating” corn producer 
has not requested a refund of their corn assessment 
since January of 2010). Eligible candidates who wish 
to seek a director’s position cannot have requested 
a checkoff refund from the SDCUC since January of 
2007. Nominating petitions must be returned back to the 
SDCUC offi ce by 5 p.m. on January 6, 2012.  
  To request a petition please contact the SDCUC offi ce 
in writing at 5109 S. Crossing Place, Ste. 1, Sioux Falls, 
SD 57108 or call 605-334-0100.  
   If more than one nominating petition is received by 
the SDCUC offi ce for any district, a special election will 
be conducted for that district. The elections will be held 
February 6-10, 2012 at the local extension offi ces in 
those counties. 
 The counties assigned to the districts accepting 
nominations for director positions are detailed below:
• District 1 – Clay, Lincoln, Turner, Union & Yankton
• District 3 – Brookings, Codington, Deuel, Hamlin
                      & Kingsbury
• District 5 – Brown, Campbell, Corson, Harding,
                      McPherson, Perkins & Walworth
• District 8 – Bon Homme, Davison, Douglas,
                      Hanson, Hutchinson & McCook
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su do ku

Fill the puzzle so that every row, every column, and every 
section contain the numbers 1-9 without repeating a number.
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Check tomorrow’s paper for the
solution to today’s puzzle.

Yesterday’s Solution

EASY

CH BOOK 27 #2

EA BOOK 27 #3
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 Weekly Special Weekly Special
  December 5-10, 2011 December 5-10, 2011

 15th & Broadway, Yankton • 605.665.7700 
                                     www.piedpiperflowers.com

 20% 20% 20%  off
 All Village 
 Candles

 GOP Meeting
 TODAY

 Monday, Dec. 5th • 5:30pm
 2507 Fox Run Parkway
 Yankton County Republicans

75 YEARS AGO
Saturday, December 5, 1936 

•  Twenty-four mining claims have been
filed in the Sturgis area as a result of discov-
ery of gold in his backyard by Sergeant John
Bayliss several weeks ago. Bayliss is contin-
uing excavations in a further search for the
precious metal. The locality adjoins Dead
Man’s Creek. 

•  The Montgomery Ward retail store here
is displaying the results of a woodworking con-
test which started on November 1 and ended
on December 3, in which those in the trade ter-
ritory of Yankton participated and resulted in a
total of 55 entries being made in both the
men’s and boys’ divisions of the contest. 

50 YEARS AGO
Tuesday, December 5, 1961 

• Arnold Boulais, a Madison man, was
still in critical condition today in a hospital
here from a .22 caliber rifle wound suffered
last Friday. Boulais was struck in the left
chest by a slug when his rifle accidentally

discharged as he jumped out of his car to
shoot a rabbit.  

•  Using an experimental car to break the
ribbon between their two states, South
Dakota Gov. Archie Gubbrud and Iowa Gov.
Norman Erbe will officially open Interstate
Highway 29 at 2:30 p. m. Dec. 15.

25 YEARS AGO
Friday, December 5, 1986

• A Hartington cheese manufacturing
company will spread its waste at more than
450 privately owned sites in Cedar County
under an agreement signed with the Ne-
braska Department of Environmental Con-
trol. Neu Cheese Co., Inc., has been
disposing of the waste in earthen basins and
lagoons. The department had sued the com-
pany, alleging that Neu Cheese violated en-
vironmental regulations.

• A Yankton County jury has awarded
Mabel Olson of Yankton $97,000 in damages
for injuries she received from falling down
the basement steps at Fantles department
store in 1985.

O N  T H I S  DAT E

L OT T E R I E S
SATURDAY RESULTS

2 BY 2: Red Balls: 1-10, White Balls:
8-19. Estimated jackpot: $87 million

MYDAY: Month: 10, Day: 5, Year: 10
PICK 3: 1-6-8
PICK 5: 03-12-15-20-31. Estimated

jackpot: $54,000
POWERBALL: 05-18-33-43-45,

Powerball: 8, Power Play: 3. Estimated
jackpot: $40 million

DAKOTA CASH: 01-12-13-23-27. Es-
timated jackpot: $20,000

HOT LOTTO: 05-07-15-24-39, Hot
Ball: 3. Estimated jackpot: $1.1 million

WILD CARD 2: 18-22-24-27-30, Wild
Card: KC. Estimated jackpot: $100,000

SUNDAY RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 14-15; White Balls:

12-14

Open Meetings Commission To Convene In S.F.  
PIERRE — The Open Meetings Commission will meet in Sioux Falls

at 1:30 p.m. Dec. 7 at the Sioux Falls Public Library (Main Branch), 200
N. Dakota Avenue. 

The agenda will include oral presentations on the following open
meeting complaints: Aberdeen City Council and Aberdeen Planning
Commission, Aberdeen City Council and Willow Lake School District.
The agenda will also include the Consideration of Findings of Fact and
Conclusions of Law in the Silver Creek Township and City of Parkston
complaints. 

Library To Show ‘Santa Clause’ Thursday
The Yankton Community Library, 515 Walnut, will show an after-

school movie at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 8. “The Santa Clause,” star-
ring Tim Allen, is rated PG and is 97 minutes long. 

In the film, Allen plays Scott Calvin, an ordinary man who acciden-
tally causes Santa Claus to fall to his death from his roof on Christmas
Eve. When he and his young son Charlie finish the late, legendary St.
Nick’s trip and deliveries, they go to the North Pole where Scott learns
he must become the new Santa and convince those he loves that he is
indeed Father Christmas.

This 1994 movie will be shown in the library meeting room, with
popcorn provided. 

For more information, contact the library at 668-5275.

Lincoln Elementary School Concert Thursday
The month of December brings with it the wonder of the holiday

season. Music helps brighten the holiday season and we hope you can
see this through our songs. Lincoln Elementary School will present “A
Holiday of Music” at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 8, at the YHS Summit Cen-
ter Theatre. Grades 1-3 will be featured in the evening program. 

The public is invited to enjoy this free concert under the direction
of Dena Den Herder, music educator. Julie Amsberry will be piano ac-
companist, and Paul Struck is the Lincoln Elementary principal.  

Pearl
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