
BY ANNE FLAHERTY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A day after
Herman Cain shuttered his Repub-
lican candidacy for president,
struggling GOP hopefuls looked to
pick up the fallen candidate’s tea
party following and upset a pri-
mary dynamic that has pushed
Mitt Romney and Newt Gingrich to
the forefront.

Reps. Ron Paul of Texas and
Michele Bachmann of Minnesota
said Sunday they expected Cain
supporters would fall in line be-
hind them because of their mes-
sages on limited government,
despite their low standing in the
polls. Meanwhile, last-place rival
Rick Santorum predicted he now
had a good chance of winning the
Iowa caucus. 

While such brazen predictions
are likely overstated, the 11th-hour
press comes at a crucial time and
could upset an already volatile
race for the GOP endorsement. A
month before the first vote is cast
in the Iowa caucus and five weeks
before the New Hampshire pri-
mary, most GOP candidates were
looking to a week of heavy cam-
paigning in Iowa ahead of the next
debate, scheduled for Saturday.
The stakes are possibly the highest
for Mitt Romney, who could be
hurt the worst if Cain supporters
rally behind Gingrich.

“A lot of Herman Cain support-

ers have been call-
ing our office and
they’ve been com-
ing over to our
side,” said Bach-
mann. “They saw
Herman Cain as an
outsider and I
think they see that
my voice would be
the one that would

be most reflective of his.”
Likewise, Paul said he was opti-

mistic that Cain’s departure would
reinvigorate his campaign. 

“We’re paying a lot of attention
to that, because obviously they’re
going to go somewhere in the next
week or so,” Paul said of Cain’s
supporters.

Santorum predicted that his
campaign would pick up steam in
coming days.

“We have a very strong, consis-
tent conservative message that
matches up better with Iowans
than anybody else. And we think
we’re going to surprise a lot of peo-
ple,” he said. 

Once surging in the polls, Cain
dropped out of the race Saturday
after battling allegations of sexual

harassment and a claim that he
had a 13-year extramarital affair.
The Georgia businessman has de-
nied the accusations.

Newt Gingrich, the former
House speaker from Georgia, has
so far been the biggest beneficiary
of Cain’s slide. A Des Moines Regis-
ter poll conducted Nov. 27-30 and
released late Saturday found the
former House speaker leading the
GOP field with 25 percent support,
ahead of Paul at 18 percent and
Romney at 16. 

A separate NBC News/Marist
poll showed Gingrich beating Rom-
ney, 26 percent to 18 percent,
among Republican caucus atten-
dees in Iowa.

Gingrich also is enjoying na-
tional popularity that could give
him the momentum he needs to
overcome deficiencies in the or-
ganization of his campaign. At the
same time, Gingrich says he knows
his surge in the polls could disap-
pear if his opponents stage a come-
back. 

“I’m not going to say that any of
my friends can’t suddenly surprise
us,” Gingrich said at a recent town
hall meeting in New York spon-
sored by tea party supporters.

Hubert ‘Hube’ Gregoire
Hubert W. “Hube” Gregoire, 72,

of Yankton formerly of Vermillion,
died Sunday, Dec. 4, 2011, at the
Sister James Care Center, Yankton.  

Funeral arrangements are pend-
ing with Hansen Funeral Home, Ver-
million.

Agnes Schanche
Agnes M. Schanche, 91, of Yank-

ton and Friday, Dec. 2, 2011, peace-
fully with her family at her side at
Avera Sister James Care Center,
Yankton.

Funeral services are at 10:30

a.m. Wednesday at Trinity
Lutheran Church, Yankton, with
the Rev. Dave Wildermuth officiat-
ing. Burial will be in the Yankton
Cemetery.  

Visitations begin at 3 p.m. Tues-
day at Opsahl-Kostel Funeral Home
and Crematory, Yankton, with a 7
p.m. prayer service. Visitations will
resume one hour prior to the serv-
ice at the church. 
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McCain: Arizona, Hispanic Vote ‘Up For Grabs’  

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. John McCain said Sunday that the po-
tentially powerful Hispanic vote in the upcoming presidential election
remains “up for grabs” because neither President Barack Obama nor
Republicans have convinced these voters that they are on their side.

The one-time GOP presidential hopeful, whose own 2008 candidacy
was shaped in part by immigration, said that large Hispanic popula-
tions in his home state of Arizona and elsewhere are listening carefully
to what Republican candidates have to say on immigration and could
become a “major factor” in 2012.

“I think that the Republican party has to discuss this issue in as hu-
mane way as possible,” he said. He later added, “the enthusiasm on
the part of Hispanics for President Obama is dramatically less than it
was in 2008, because he has not fulfilled his campaign promises either.
So I view the Hispanic vote up for grabs.”

McCain comment, on CNN’s “State of the Union,” is a warning to the
GOP primary candidates who have mostly embraced a hardline on im-
migration, lest they be accused of supporting any kind of “amnesty”
for the some 12 million illegal immigrants estimated to be living in the
U.S. Newt Gingrich was most recently attacked by his opponents for
saying he would grant legal status to those with longstanding family
and community ties; he has since endorsed a South Carolina law that
allows police to demand a person’s immigration status.

AP: Egypt’s ElBaradei Fears Hard-Line Rise
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s top reformist leader said Sunday the liberal

youth behind the country’s uprising have been “decimated” in parlia-
mentary elections dominated by Islamists and expressed concern
about the rise of hard-line religious elements advocating extremist
ideas such as banning women from driving.

Mohamed ElBaradei, a Nobel Prize laureate and possible presiden-
tial candidate, said he hopes moderate Islamists will rein in the ex-
tremists and send a reassuring message to the world that Egypt will
not go down an ultraconservative religious path.

“The youth feel let down. They don’t feel that any of the revolu-
tion’s goals have been achieved,” ElBaradei told The Associated Press
in an interview on the same day electoral authorities announced that
Islamist parties captured an overwhelming majority of votes in the
first round of elections last week. “They got decimated,” he said,
adding the youth failed to unify and form “one essential critical mass.”

The High Election Commission announced that the Islamic funda-
mentalist Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party garnered
36.6 percent of the 9.7 million valid ballots cast last week for party
lists. The Nour Party, representing the more hard-line Salafi Islamists,
captured 24.4 percent. 

Euro Leaders Plan Meetings On Debt Crisis 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Europe’s government-debt crisis, which has

dragged on for more than two years, is entering a pivotal week, as
leaders across the continent converge to prevent a collapse of the
euro and a global financial panic that could result.

Expectations are rising that Friday’s summit of leaders of the 27
countries in the European Union will yield a breakthrough. An agree-
ment on tighter integration of the 17 EU countries that use the euro —
especially on budget matters — would be seen as a crucial first step.
That could trigger further emergency aid from the European Central
Bank, the International Monetary Fund or some combination, analysts
say.

The coming days “will decide if the euro will survive or not,” Emma
Marcegaglia, the head of Italy’s industrial lobby, Confindustria, said
Sunday.

French President Nicolas Sarkozy, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, European Central Bank Chief Mario Draghi and even U.S. Treas-
ury Secretary Timothy Geithner will star in a 5-day financial drama
leading up to the summit.

If the summit is a failure, Sarkozy warned last week, “the world will
not wait for Europe.”

Iran Says It Downed Unmanned U.S. Spy Plane  
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s armed forces have shot down an un-

manned U.S. spy plane that violated Iranian airspace along the coun-
try’s eastern border, the official IRNA news agency reported Sunday.

An unidentified military official quoted in the report warned of a
strong and crushing response to any violations of the country’s air-
space by American drone aircraft.

“An advanced RQ-170 unmanned American spy plane was shot
down by Iran’s armed forces. It suffered minor damage and is now in
possession of Iran’s armed forces,” IRNA quoted the official as saying.

No further details were published. 

D.C. Protesters Busted After Building Erected
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. Park Police have arrested several Oc-

cupy D.C. protesters who refused to dismantle an unfinished wooden
structure they built in a park overnight.

On Sunday morning, police told them they’d need a permit and
gave them an hour to disassemble it.

When the protesters failed to comply, officers arrested several
protesters. After an hours-long standoff, an inspector posted a notice
on the structure and later more protesters inside it were arrested.

Legba Carrefour with Occupy D.C. says about two dozen people
had been arrested. By late Sunday, six protesters who had been on
the roof of the structure came down aboard a cherry picker.

No protesters remained in the building.
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 Larry Weniger
 who passed away on
 December 5 , 2010

 Shirley ‘Pete’ Blom
 who passed away on
 December 6 , 2010

 Idella Kaiser
 who passed away on
 December 7 , 2010
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 who passed away on
 December 8 , 2010
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 who passed away on
 December 9 , 2010
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 who passed away on
 December 9 , 2010
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 who passed away on
 December 11 , 2010

 Lloyd Reedstrom
 who passed away on
 December 11 , 2010
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BY HOPE YEN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Facing bankruptcy, the
U.S. Postal Service is pushing ahead with un-
precedented cuts to first-class mail next spring
that will slow delivery and, for the first time in
40 years, eliminate the chance for stamped let-
ters to arrive the next day.

The estimated $3 billion in reductions, to
be announced in broader detail on Monday,
are part of a wide-ranging effort by the cash-
strapped Postal Service to quickly trim costs,
seeing no immediate help from Congress.

The changes would provide short-term re-
lief, but ultimately could prove counterproduc-
tive, pushing more of America’s business onto
the Internet. They could slow everything from
check payments to Netflix’s DVDs-by-mail, add

costs to mail-order prescription drugs, and
threaten the existence of newspapers and
time-sensitive magazines delivered by postal
carrier to far-flung suburban and rural commu-
nities.

That birthday card mailed first-class to Mom
also could arrive a day or two late, if people
don’t plan ahead.

“It’s a potentially major change, but I don’t
think consumers are focused on it and it won’t
register until the service goes away,” said Jim
Corridore, analyst with S&P Capital IQ, who
tracks the shipping industry. “Over time, to the
extent the customer service experience gets
worse, it will only increase the shift away from
mail to alternatives. There’s almost nothing you
can’t do online that you can do by mail.”

The cuts, now being finalized, would close
roughly 250 of the nearly 500 mail processing
centers across the country as early as next

March. Because the consolidations typically
would lengthen the distance mail travels from
post office to processing center, the agency also
would lower delivery standards for first-class
mail that have been in place since 1971. 

Currently, first-class mail is supposed to be
delivered to homes and businesses within the
continental U.S. in one day to three days. That
will lengthen to two days to three days, mean-
ing mailers no longer could expect next-day de-
livery in surrounding communities. Periodicals
could take between two days and nine days.

About 42 percent of first-class mail is now
delivered the following day. An additional 27
percent arrives in two days, about 31 percent in
three days and less than 1 percent in four days
to five days. Following the change next spring,
about 51 percent of all first-class mail is ex-
pected to arrive in two days, with most of the
remainder delivered in three days.

USPS Eyes Mail Delivery Cuts

Study: Few
Teens Sexting
Racy Photos 
CHICAGO (AP) — Teen sexting

of nude photos online or via cell-
phone may be far less common
than people think, new research
suggests.

Only 1 percent of kids aged 10
to 17 have shared images of them-
selves or others that involve ex-
plicit nudity, a nationally
representative study found.
Roughly the same number said
they’d shared suggestive but less
graphic photos; while 7 percent
said they’d received either type
of picture.  

The research suggests texting
of sexual photos among younger
kids is extremely rare but more
common among older teens.

The results are reassuring,
showing that teen sexting isn’t
rampant, usually isn’t malicious,
and is generally not something
parents should panic over, said
lead author Kimberly Mitchell, a
research assistant psychology
professor at the University of
New Hampshire.

Previous reports said as many
as one in five young people — 20
percent — have participated in
sexting. But some surveys in-
cluded older teens and people in
their early 20s. And some used
definitions of sexting that in-
cluded racy text messages with-
out photos, or images “no more
revealing than what someone
might see at a beach,” authors of
the new study said.

Republican Rivals Hope
To Court Cain Supporters

Cain

JASON GETZ/ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION/MCT
Supporters listen as Republican presidential candidate Herman Cain announced he will suspend his campaign
for the GOP presidential nomination on Saturday in Atlanta.


