
 unclaimedfreightfurniture.com

 The #1 Furniture Retailer in the Area!

 $ 699 42" x 60" Double
 Pedestal Table & 4 Chairs

 REG. $999 - NOW ONLY

 includes: queen 
 headboard, 

 footboard, rails, 
 dresser, mirror and 

 nightstand

 $ 899  SAVE
 $250!

 $ 499 85" Sofa
 REG. $599 - NOW ONLY

 $ 879 YOUR CHOICE!
 88" Double Reclining Sofa or 75" 

 Rocking Reclining Console Loveseat
 $ 899

 6PC Queen Poster
 Bedroom Collection

 REG. $1099 - NOW ONLY  REG. $1149 - NOW ONLY

 REG. $1149 - NOW ONLY

 SAVE
 $250!

 SAVE
 $220!

 SAVE
 $100!

 SAVE
 $160!  $ 399 86" Sofa

 REG. $559 - NOW ONLY

 *Financing available, subject to credit approval, on regular priced purchases. A minimum purchase of  $799 is required for 36 month no interest term. Other financing terms may be available at lesser 
 minimum purchase amounts. Financing provided by Wells Fargo Financial Services. Credit promotional p eriod may be terminated if you default under your account agreement. Some exclusions may apply, 
 including but not limited to Hot Buys, rugs, accessories, and select mattress purchases. See store f or details. The posted regular price is the current, future, or former offering price of the same or
 comparable merchandise Unclaimed Freight Furniture or another retailer. Actual sales may not have oc curred at regular price. Some pieces and fabric prints may vary by region. Selection may vary by 
 store. Does not apply to previous purchases. Clearance items are available only while quantities las t. Prices valid for a limited time only. An amount equal but not limited to sales tax and delivery c harges 
 must be paid at the time of purchase. All items may not be exactly as shown in this advertisement an d may not be on display in all showrooms. Style and selection may vary. Although every precaution is
 taken, some errors may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Expires 12/1 9/2011.

 Sioux Falls  •  6600 West 12th St.  • 888-217-4222

 Mitchell  •  1500 North Main  • 888-253-0666

 Yankton  •  2320 Broadway  • 888-344-5999

 Watertown  •  17 West Kemp  • 888-544-6333

 Pierre  •  540 South Garfield  • 888-600-1817

 Sioux City  •  2500 Transit Ave.  • 888-801-0666

 Fargo  •  2520 South University Dr.  • 888-876-5035

 Aberdeen  •  3315 6th Ave. SE  • 888-655-1666

 Worthington  •  1401 Oxford St.  • 888-955-0333

 table extends
 to 42" x 78" and 42" x 96"

 SAVE
 $300!

 2pc Bonded 
 Leather Sectional

 Also Available in Pewter!
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DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — A Polk
County judge ruled Thursday that Gov.
Terry Branstad’s line-item veto of a bill
that closed 36 unemployment offices in
the state was unconstitutional.

Branstad in July vetoed portions of a
bill that would have prohibited the clo-
sure of the offices. He argued it would
have prevented Iowa Workforce Develop-
ment from developing a more efficient
system for helping the unemployed.

The American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees and six
House and Senate Democrats filed a law-
suit in August, contending a governor
can’t redirect money struck through a
line-item veto.

The Des Moines Register reported that
Judge Brad McCall ruled that Branstad’s
veto can’t be valid unless he also vetoes
the allocation.

“The governor has the authority to
line-item veto legislation, but he can’t
then keep the money,” Sen. Daryl Beall, a
plaintiff in the lawsuit, said in a state-
ment. “This is a political and policy issue
that affects the lives of Iowans, but it’s
also a constitutional issue.”

Tim Albrecht, a spokesman for
Branstad, said the governor disagreed
with the ruling and was considering how
to respond. Albrecht noted that ques-
tions about line-item vetoes typically are
decided by the Iowa Supreme Court.

“This is a first step,” Albrecht said.
Albrecht said the unemployment of-

fices would remain closed.
The dispute stems from legislation

passed by lawmakers in the 2011 Legisla-
ture that used $3 million left over from a
business incentive program to run the un-
employment offices.

Branstad vetoed language that defined
what an unemployment field office is,
which included staff and a physical loca-
tion. He also vetoed language that said
Iowa Workforce Development could not
reduce the number of field offices below
the number the state had on Jan. 1, 2009. 

Instead of the offices, the state has in-
stalled nearly 400 kiosk-like computer sta-

tions in places like libraries where Iowans
can access online training, assistance in
preparing for interviews and other job ap-
plication services. Workforce Develop-
ment director Teresa Wahlert has said
more people used the services in Septem-
ber and October than during the same pe-
riod last year, and that the agency
planned to offer up to 500 access points
by the end of the year.

Beall, of Fort Dodge, and Waterloo Sen.
Bill Dotzler, also a plaintiff in the lawsuit,
said they wanted to work with Branstad
to reopen the offices.

“This is a huge victory for Iowans hop-
ing to find a job,” Dotzler said.BY RICK CALLAHAN

Associated Press

BETHLEHEM, Ind. — Each De-
cember, a sleepy one-man post office
in rural Indiana roars to life as thou-
sands of holiday greeting cards ar-
rive from around the world, each
seeking the outpost’s unique red-
inked imprint that pays homage to
the hamlet’s biblical name.

Postmaster John Cable stamps
each by hand, some with a simple
postmark cachet that carries the
phrase “Star of Bethlehem” above a
five-pointed star. Others get a stamp
depicting the three camel-riding wise
men following the star of Bethlehem.

“My brother in California, my son
in South Bend, my daughter — they
really look forward to that stamp on
their letters. They expect it every
Christmas,” said retiree Mike King of
Scottsburg, Ind., who made a 30-mile
trip to the post office this week so
his holiday batch of mail could keep
a two-decade tradition of carrying
the festive flair. 

This could be the last year for his
trip: Those distinctive stamps of-
fered for more than five decades by
the tiny post office could soon be a
ghost of Christmas past.

The Bethlehem post office is one
of more than half a dozen with win-
ter-themed names that are on a list
of about 3,700 post offices nation-
wide the U.S. Postal Service has pro-
posed shuttering to help slash costs.
The postmarks from Snow, Okla.,
Antler, N.D., and Chestnut, Ill., might
also fade away.

The agency will begin deciding
the fate of those post offices early
next year unless Congress inter-
venes, said Postal Service
spokesman Victor Dubina.

There are other places that will
still offer a holiday postmark. North
Pole postmarks will still be available
in Alaska and New York. Six other
states have a Bethlehem. But the
proposed closures mean that it
could be the last time these rural
outposts get to take pride in the pur-
pose their postmark brings each hol-
iday.

Some years, Antler Postmaster
Sharon Tennyson stamps 1,000 let-
ters with a special stamp sporting a
reindeer in red or black ink. The tra-
dition in the North Dakota town of
about 35 just south of the Canadian
border dates from the 1950s.

“People say it’s neat to have their
letters or Christmas cards post-
marked with Antler on them,” Ten-
nyson said. “They come from all
over.”

Bethlehem’s heyday as a bustling
19th century river town is far behind
it. There’s not much left beyond a
few dozen homes for the 100 or so
residents, a church, an old school-
house and a view of the Ohio River’s
swirling waters framed by bluffs in
adjacent Kentucky. Its first post of-
fice opened in March 1816, and has
moved several times over the past
two centuries, now housed in a mod-
ular trailer.

During the year, the office han-
dles only about 120 pieces of mail
each week. But come the six-week
Christmas card crush, it surges to
about 16,000 overall.

Much of that mail arrives in pack-
ages filled with bundles of letters,
postage already affixed, from as far
away as Germany, France and Great
Britain. Other cards are delivered in
person to the postmaster, often from
people whose families have sent
cards with the postmark for years.

Like other postal outlets targeted
to close, the mail has slowed down
here over the years. As Cable, the
postmaster, wielded a rubber stamp
encrusted in glitter from sparkly hol-
iday envelopes, he noted that he
handled 25,000 postmarks the first
year on the job in 2001. He isn’t opti-
mistic about the tiny office’s fate.

“We’re just going to have to wait
and see,” Cable said.

Snow, Okla., also might lose its
mark. Though the town about 140
miles southeast of Oklahoma City of-
fers only a standard postmark with
the date of cancellation and “Snow,
OK” within a circle, people still
travel to get the postmark, Postmas-
ter Frances Creel said.

“We’re the only Snow in the
United States,” she said. “I had a lady
drive from Missouri just to have her
Christmas cards postmarked.”

Finding another holiday post-
mark may just take a little research.
In Indiana, there’s another option.
Those seeking a nod from the jolly
old elf can send mail to Santa Claus,
Ind., a Christmas-themed town about
100 miles west of Bethlehem that
boasts a Santa Claus Museum and a
December festival toasting St. Nick.

Santa Claus postmaster Marian
Balbach said the post office, which
isn’t on the closure list, handled
about 400,000 pieces of mail in last
year’s holiday surge. The town’s
post office has been stamping letters
with a red postmark of Santa’s image
since 1983.

“It’s a lot of work,” Balbach said.
“But it’s the joy of it —it really adds
to a lot of people’s holiday spirit.”
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