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EDITOR’S NOTE: This article
originally appeared in the Nov. 2
edition of the Press & Dakotan. It
has been updated with statistics
current as of Dec. 5, 2011.

Despite graduating over half
its scoring from a season ago, the
Mount Marty College women’s
basketball team has not lowered
its standards as they enter the
2011-12 campaign.

MMC returns two starters,
three others who had at least one
start a year ago, and five who
saw action in 15 games or more
last season.

“We’re not coming back with
an empty boat,” said Mount
Marty head coach Tom Schlim-
gen, who guided the team to a
school-record third consecutive
20-win season (22-10) and a sec-
ond NAIA Division II Tournament
berth in three years in 2010-11.
“We lost two all-conference play-
ers, two of our leading scorers,
but our kids felt the same way at
the beginning of last season after
we lost (All-American) Michelle
Amundson.”

Through games as of Dec. 5
Mount Marty is 6-6 overall and 1-
3 in the Great Plains Athletic Con-
ference (GPAC).

The Lancers graduated all-
GPAC players in Jenny Miller and
Cassie Neth, and another starter
in Tierney Schumacher. Between
them they totaled 36.1 points a
game for a team that averaged
69.1 points a contest.

Senior Kylie Gross (13.2 ppg,
8.2 rpg this season) is the top re-
turning scorer and rebounder
from a season ago, and will be ex-
pected to carry more of the load
this season, as will fellow senior
Kaylea Karst (5 ppg, 2.8 rpg).

“Our two seniors, Kylie and
Kaylea, we’re putting a lot of re-
sponsibility on their shoulders,”
Schlimgen said. “Kylie is a good
defender, a good rebounder.
Kaylea has taken on more leader-
ship, too.”

Junior Alexa Berg (10 ppg, 2.7
rpg) joins Gross as the only other
returning starter for the Lancers,
and will also be expected to pro-
vide more offense.

“She was one of our leaders,
though her stats don’t bounce
out at you. She’s a blue-collar

player, a really solid defender,”
Schlimgen said. “We’re going to
look for her to pick up her scor-
ing. She’s really worked hard in
the off-season.”

Junior Taylor Forsch (18.2
ppg, 3.1 rpg), who started six
games a year ago, has filled
Neth’s role at the point and has
taken over a bulk of the scoring
load.

“We didn’t plan on doing that
right away, but she played so
well there in practice. We think
Forsch is going to have a good
year for us,” Schlimgen said.
“Our scheme won’t be much dif-
ferent than last year.”

Junior Hannah Youngberg (2.3
ppg, 1.1 rpg) and sophomores

April Winne (6 ppg, 2.8 rpg),
Alyssa Whetham (2.2 ppg, 1.4
rpg) and Johanna Scheich (0.9
ppg) could all contribute in the
guard spots.

“We look for Hannah to be a
more consistent scorer,” Schlim-
gen said. “Winne moved to the 2-
guard spot and could back up the
point. Alyssa has had a good pre-
season and could get some time
for us early on. Johanna has

Ackelson leads the team in
scoring (13.6), rebounds (8.3), as-
sists (3.0) and steals (2.6) per
game.

Referencing Eddie and Ackel-
son, Thorson joked, “We needed
guard help and we definitely got
it.”

Another transfer, junior for-
ward Scott Odekirk (5.3 ppg, 4
rpg), also comes to Mount Marty
from the junior college level —
Southwestern Oregon Commu-
nity College. He will be joined in
the front court by fellow reserves
Austin Harms (11.6 ppg), a junior

who played in 15 games last sea-
son, junior Jeff Larsen (who saw
time in just 13 games) and senior
Tom Kahler (4.3 ppg).

“We needed some depth in
those spots, and even though we
didn’t really bring in a lot of guys,
we’ve got some strength there,”
Thorson said.

Other varsity reserves include
Chevy Fischer (So.), Zach Wevik
(So.), Jordan Knippling (So.),
along with freshmen Tyler Payer
(Tripp-Delmont-Armour), Hayden
Barker and Matt Hilgers.

In all, the Lancers return 69
percent of its scoring from a
team that averaged 67.6 points
per game. A pre-season exhibi-
tion with S.D. Tech, in which four
MMC players scored in double
figures, was a good indication of
the offense for the season, Thor-

son said.
“We’ll have pretty balanced

scoring again,” he said. “I don’t
see any 20 or 30 point a game
type of players. I feel if we’re
going to be good, that’s how it’s
going to be.”

This season, Mount Marty has
defeated Ashford (Iowa), Presen-
tation, Concordia and Doane.

Though they were picked the
finish 11th — last — in the GPAC,
the Lancers could have the
pieces in place to make another
run at a post-season victory,
Thorson said.

“With all the new people, we
have hopes that they’ll fill in the
spots with the returners and we
can make something out of it,” he
said. “Things have been going
pretty good with that so far, so
we’ll see how it plays out.”

BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK
james.cimburek@yankton.net

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article originally appeared in
the Nov. 29 edition of the Press & Dakotan.

After another big graduating class left the Yankton
Bucks wrestling program, the Bucks find themselves
on the young side this season.

The Bucks sport just three seniors — only one
with experience — and will be counting on several
freshmen and eighth graders to fill spots in the
lineup. Yankton will also be looking at potential open
spots at 185 and 220 pounds.

Yankton began its season with a dual victory over
Sioux Falls Washington, followed by a sixth-place fin-
ish at the Watertown Dual Tournament on Dec. 3.

“That goes hand in hand with youth,” said Yankton
head coach Ryan Hage. “We have 37, 38 guys in the
room and 17 are in the eighth grade. When nearly half
of your team is eighth graders, you’re going to strug-
gle filling those upper weights.”

The Bucks’ lone returning senior is Logan Smith, a
state champion for Yankton a year ago. He will try to
become just the seventh Buck to win multiple state ti-
tles, the first since former Nebraska wrestler Andy
Johnson did it in 2005-06.

“We are pretty excited about the opportunity to re-
turn a state champion,” Hage noted. “Logan has

worked hard to defend his title, but he has a lot of
work left to do.”

Smith, who enters his senior season with an 88-37
career record, could move into the top five in career
victories for YHS if he remains healthy. He will also be
looked upon to anchor the team in the wrestling room.

“He has a lot of added responsibilities on his
shoulders,” Hage noted. “But I am confident that he is
the guy for the job.”

Smith will wrestle at either 145 or 152 during the
season, with 145 his likely lineup slot in the post-sea-
son. Trading spots with him in the dual lineup will be
freshman Levi Davis. He wrestled two matches at the
varsity level last season, going 1-1.

“Levi looks very good right now,” Hage noted. “I’m
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accepting new patients

Serving patients in Yankton, Vermillion, Norfolk, Creighton, 
Plainview and Neligh.

Dr. Christopher Hathaway with Lewis and Clark Urology 
specializes in medical and surgical treatment of problems 
dealing with the kidneys, bladder, prostate, incontinence, 
male sexual dysfunction and most other urologic conditions

The best choice for 
urologic care

CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT ( 605) 260-0182

 Opsahl-Kostel Funeral Home 
 & Crematory is there for you.

 Our compassion 
 knows no boundaries. 
 We serve all churches, 

 all faiths, all cemeteries.

 No matter where your 
 final resting place may be...

 Funeral Home & Crematory, Yankton
 Memorial Resource Center, Tyndall • Memorial Chapels, Tabor & Menno

 665-9679  • 1-800-495-9679 • www.opsahlkostelfuneralhome.com

 Kevin P. Opsahl
 Funeral Director

 Tami Keller
 Funeral Director

 Penny Gregorio
 Office Manger

 Guiding and serving families with compassion and trust.

 YANKTON’S 
 EAR, NOSE & THROAT EXPERTS

 Left to Right: 
 Dr. Jeff Liudahl, Dr. Matt Rumsey, Audiologist

 Avera Professional Office Pavilion & Education Center
 409 Summit St., Suite 2800
 Yankton, SD 57078
 Call today for an appointment: (605) 665-6820.

 Patient-centered. Family-focused. 
 Expect nothing but the best from the 
 experts at Avera Yankton Ear, Nose & 
 Throat.
 • Advanced technology
 • Offering complete care of head 
   and neck
 • Proudly serving Yankton since 1988

 Call today for an appointment:
 (605) 665-6820

 Member of Avera Medical Group

 665-3712 • 800-359-2216  Emergency After Hours Call Jim • 665-4689

 308 Capital • Yankton  yankton@hedahls.com

 Hair
   Beyond

 Full Service Salon
 311 Cedar, Yankton

 664-HAIR (4247)
 Carmen, Michelle
 Gerri &  Brandy

 AND

 212 Walnut 
 Historic Downtown Yankton

 (605) 665-2067

 For Flooring with a 
 Professional Touch

 Larsen 
   Carpe t

 Slowey
 Construction

 2510 W. 31st.
 Yankton,  SD

  (605) 668-8489
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Wrestling: Young Bucks Ready For Challenge
Yankton Returns One Senior
Wrestler With Experience
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