
 2007 Broadway, Yankton 
 Open 11am-2:30pm, 4pm-9pm

 UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 
 SINCE  JUNE 1, 2011

 All You Can Eat 
 All Day Buffet

 Express Delivery Available
 (City of Yankton) 

 $15 minimum for FREE Delivery

 605.260.1688

 $ 5 99
 7 Days A Week!

 Buy 10 Buffets get 1 FREE 
 with Punchcard  Freddies Combo

 Serving from Menu 
 5:30-8:00

 VFW  Post 791
 209 Cedar

 Karaoke with Papa Ray
 7-11pm

 6-7pm – Domestic Beers 
 $1.50

 5-7pm – Hamburger/
 Pizza Burger & Fries  $5.00

 Thursday

 Lasagna or Menu
 Serving 5:30-8:00

 Bing o  Wed. at 7:00pm
 Sunday at 6:30pm

 Happy Hou r  M-F 4:30-7:30

 Friday

 Saturday 

 Chislic Served Last 
 Wednesday of Each Month

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

 Wednesday & Sunday
 5-7pm 

 Cooks Choice 

 CJ’s At The Lak e
 CJatthelake.com  for menu’s, events & bands  • 402-388-4267 
 Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake • 10 miles north of Crofton • 11 miles southwest of Yankton

 SAVE ON YOUR WALLET – OPEN EVERY DAY!

 BREAKFAST BUFFET EVERY SUNDAY 8AM
 SUNDAY NITE:  3 Piece Chicken & Salad Bar ONLY  $8.95
 MONDAY:  14 Oz. Ribeye with Salad Bar   $12.95
 TUESDAY:  Taco   99¢
 WEDNESDAY:  14 Oz. Ribeye with Salad Bar  $12.95
 THURSDAY:  Hamburgers  $1.00
 FRIDAY:  All You Can Eat Walleye & Grilled Shrimp ONLY  $13.95
 SATURDAY:  All You Can Eat Bar-B-Q Ribs ONLY  $13.95

 Argo The

 Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30

 1-402-388-2400
 www.theargohotel.com
 email: argo@gpcom.net   CROFTON, NE

 The  Argo

 The Right Color, 
 Size & Fit....

 A Gift 
 Certificate to 

 The Argo!

 Dates still 
 available for 
 your holiday 
 gatherings 

 and Christmas 
 Parties!

 Joe’s 
 Substation

 Rural Lesterville • 605-364-7414

 Don’t Miss Our
 All-You-Can-Eat 

 Broasted Chicken 
 & Pollock Buffet

 With Salad Bar
 Every Wednesday 

 5 to 9pm
 We Will Be Closed 

 Friday, Dec. 16 For A 
 Private Christmas Party

 10 Oz. Prime Rib Dinner
 5:30-8pm   $ 14.00  or 

 Dine & Dance for $20
 Please Make Reservations 

 by Dec. 23, 665-3562 after 3pm
 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

 New Year’s Eve 

 VFW  Post 791
 209 Cedar, Yankton

 RESTAURANT

 Mgmt. has the right to make 
 changes at any given time.

 Nebraska’s First Casino
 5 miles east of Niobrara, 
 NE off Hwy. 12 •  402-857-
 3860 www.ohiyacasino.com
 Owned and Operated 
 by The Santee Sioux Nation

 Friday, Dec. 16 • $25 Cash Drawings
 Every 1/2 Hour from 7PM to 10PM

 Saturday, Dec. 17 • $1,000 In Total Cash Drawings
 $50 Drawn Every 15 minutes 7:15 to Midnight

 Sunday, Dec. 18 - Giant 
 Christmas Stocking Drawing
 Every Hour from 6-8PM

 Monday, Dec. 19  • Match Play
 Buy $10 in Credits Get $5 FREE • First 25 
 Customers at 1 & 7PM

 Friday, December 16th
 Buy In $20 Pays $75 • 2–Walmart Gift Card Drawings

 Saturday, December 17th
 Buy In $16 Pays $50 • 2 Christmas Present Drawings

 Sunday, December 18th
 Buy In $16 Pays $50
 Senior Citizen Day – Seniors Receive $3.00 Off Buy-In

 BINGO

 Friday, December 16th
 Dinner Surf N Turf $11.00

 Saturday, December 17th 
 Pancake Buffet $5.00 • Ribeye Steak $12.95

 Sunday, December 18th
 Breakfast Buffet $7.50 • All Day Buffet $10.50
 Salisbury Steak & Chicken

 2101 Broadway, Yankton, SD

 605.665-2525

 Lunch Buffet
 Monday-Sunday 11-1:30
 Evening Buffet
 Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday Night 
 5:00-7:30

 $ 26 99

 ULTIMATE FEAST  $ 1 6 99
 LARGE SPECIALTY

 Offer good with this coupon through 01/08/12 at participating locations. 
 Not valid with any other coupon or special.

 Offer good with this coupon through 01/08/12 at participating locations. 
 Not valid with any other coupon or special.

 LARGE   One Topping   and a Medium Dessert Streusel

 ULTIMATE FEAST  $ 1 1 99
 LARGE ONE TOPPING

 Offer good with this coupon through 01/08/12 at participating locations. 
 Not valid with any other coupon or special.

 ULTIMATE FEAST

 LARGE   Specialty

 Idle Hour Theatre

 Fri. 7:30 PM • Sat. 7:30 PM • Sun. 4 PM
 Students  $ 2.00    Adults  $ 5.00

 December 16, 17, 18

 Tripp, SD

 TWILIGHT SAGA: 
 BREAKING DAWN

 Out On The Town

 Book your Holiday 
 Reservations Now!

 2502 Fox Run Parkway, Yankton
  Just North of Wendy’s 

 (605) 260-1701
 www.eltaptio-sd.com Family Mexican Restaurant

 Gift Certificates 

 Available

 OPEN Christmas Day 
 11am-9pm 

 $5.99 Buffet (with crab legs)
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WASHINGTON — With Dakota
Meyer standing at attention in his
dress uniform, sweat glistening on
his forehead under the television
lights, President Barack Obama ex-
tolled the former Marine corporal
for the “extraordinary actions”
that had earned him the Medal of
Honor, the nation’s highest award
for valor.

Obama told the audience in the
White House East Room on Sept.
15 that Meyer had driven into the
heart of a savage ambush in east-
ern Afghanistan against orders.
He’d killed insurgents at near-
point-blank range, twice leapt from
his gun turret to rescue two dozen
Afghan soldiers and saved the
lives of 13 U.S. service members as
he fought to recover the bodies of
four comrades, the president said.

But there’s a problem with this
account: Crucial parts that the Ma-
rine Corps publicized and Obama
described are untrue, unsubstanti-
ated or exaggerated, according to
dozens of military documents Mc-
Clatchy Newspapers examined.

Sworn statements by Meyer
and others who participated in the
battle indicate that he didn’t save
the lives of 13 U.S. service mem-
bers, leave his vehicle to scoop up
24 Afghans on his first two rescue
runs or lead the final push to re-
trieve the four dead Americans.
Moreover, it’s unclear from the
documents whether Meyer dis-
obeyed orders when he entered
the Ganjgal Valley on Sept. 8, 2009.

The statements also offer no
proof that the 23-year-old Ken-
tucky native “personally killed at
least eight Taliban insurgents,” as
the account on the Marine Corps
website says. The driver of
Meyer’s vehicle attested to seeing
“a single enemy go down.”

What’s most striking is that all
this probably was unnecessary.
Meyer, the 296th Marine to earn
the medal, by all accounts de-
served his nomination. At least
seven witnesses attested to him
performing heroic deeds “in the
face of almost certain death.”

Braving withering fire, he re-
peatedly returned to the ambush
site with Army Capt. William Swen-
son and others to retrieve Afghan
casualties and the dead Ameri-
cans. He suffered a shrapnel
wound in one arm and was sent
home after the battle with combat-
related stress. Meyer’s com-
mander, Lt. Col. Kevin Williams,
commended him for acts of “con-
spicuous gallantry at the risk of his
life ... above and beyond the call of
duty.”

But an exhaustive assessment
by a McClatchy correspondent
who was embedded with the unit
and survived the ambush found
that the Marines’ official accounts
of Meyer’s deeds — retold in a
book, countless news reports and
on U.S. military websites — were
embellished. They’re marred by er-
rors and inconsistencies, ascribe
actions to Meyer that are unveri-
fied or didn’t happen and create
precise, almost novelistic detail
out of the jumbled and contradic-
tory recollections of the Marines,
soldiers and pilots engaged in
battle.

The approval of Meyer’s medal
— in an unusually short time —
came as lawmakers and serving
and former officers pressed the
military services and the Pentagon
to award more Medals of Honor be-
cause of the relatively few con-
ferred in the wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq. Only 10 of the decora-
tions have been awarded since
2001, seven of them posthumously.

Meyer is the first living Marine
since the Vietnam War to be
awarded the honor. It was first be-
stowed in 1863.

The process for awarding the
medal — designed by Navy rules
to leave “no margin of doubt or
possibility of error” — involves re-
views by commanders at every
level of the nominee’s chain of
command and then by top Penta-
gon officials. The nominating pa-
pers — known as a “medal packet”
— typically comprise dozens of
sworn witness statements, maps,
diagrams, a draft citation and a
more detailed account of the nomi-
nee’s deeds.

As the Afghan and Iraq wars
wind down, senior Marine Corps
officials conceded the pressure to
award more medals, and to do it
quickly. One senior Marine official
told McClatchy that the service
felt that it deserved the decoration
after having served in the tough-
est, most violent areas of
Afghanistan and Iraq.

In response to McClatchy’s
findings, the Marine Corps said it
stood by the official citation that
was produced by the formal vet-
ting process. Asked to explain the
individual discrepancies and em-
bellishments, the Marines drew a
distinction between the citation
and the account of Meyer’s deeds
that the Marines constructed to
help tell his story to the nation.
They described that account as
“Meyer’s narrative of the sequence
of events,” which Marine officials
said they didn’t vet.

Hours before this McClatchy re-
port was published, the Marine
Corps inserted a disclaimer into its
official online account of Meyer’s
heroic actions. The Web page now

reads that the summary “was com-
piled in collaboration” with Meyer
and Marine Corps Public Affairs.

A prominent historian of mili-
tary medals, Doug Sterner, ex-
pressed disbelief at the idea that
the Marine Corps would publicize
an account of a complex battle
based solely on the recipient’s
recollections.

The Marine officials, who re-
quested anonymity because of the
issue’s sensitivity, acknowledged
that portions of the narrative were
changed from the account
Williams submitted. They said that
the changes occurred between
July, when Obama approved
Meyer’s medal nomination, and
the September White House cere-
mony. Inaccuracies were written
into the citation and the narrative
of Meyer’s deeds, although the
narrative contained far more er-
rors and exaggerations.

The president’s version drew
on materials the Marine Corps pro-
vided but it was written in the
White House, the Marine officials
said. While there’s no indication

that the White House knew that
Obama was narrating an embel-
lished story — to an audience of
several hundred Meyer family
members, top officials, lawmakers
and service members — the reve-
lations could tarnish one of the sig-
nature moments of his time as
commander in chief.

The White House said Obama’s
remarks were based primarily on
“extensive documentation pro-
vided by the Department of De-
fense and the Marine Corps,”
including sworn testimony from
Meyer and other eyewitnesses. It
also relied on news reports and on
a 2011 book, “The Wrong War” by
Bing West. However, McClatchy
found that the book’s account of
the battle is riddled with
inaccuracies.

Sterner said errors in citations
had always haunted recipients and
that many Medal of Honor winners
had been cited for things they did-
n’t do. He added that the mounting
pressure to find a living recipient
has made mistakes in details al-
most inevitable.

“Did this man deserve the
Medal of Honor? If the answer to
that is yes, then the details of the
citation become secondary,”
Sterner said. “But we do need to
keep the record as accurately as
we possibly can.”

FROM KENTUCKY TO
THE WHITE HOUSE

The fallout could obscure
Meyer’s genuine acts of heroism
and threaten a book contract,
speaking engagements and other
deals that have lifted him from the
obscurity of rural Greensburg, Ky.,
to fortune and national renown, in-
cluding famously having a beer
with Obama at the White House
the day before the ceremony.

Reached by telephone Wednes-
day, Meyer declined to comment.

McClatchy found that the claim
that Meyer saved the lives of 13
U.S. Marines and soldiers couldn’t
be true. Twelve Americans were
ambushed — including this corre-
spondent — and of those, four
were killed. (One wounded Ameri-
can would die a month later.)

Moreover, multiple sworn state-
ments affirm McClatchy’s firsthand
reporting that it was the long-de-
layed arrival of U.S. helicopters
that saved the American survivors.

There are no statements attest-
ing to Meyer killing eight Taliban
as recounted on the Marine Corps
website. The driver of Meyer’s ve-
hicle, Staff Sgt. Juan Rodriguez-
Chavez, reported seeing Meyer kill
one insurgent.

No sworn statements — includ-
ing one Meyer gave to military in-
vestigators five days after the
battle — refer to him leaping from
the Humvee’s turret to rescue 24
wounded Afghan soldiers on his
first two runs into the valley. Ro-
driguez-Chavez attested to nine
Afghan soldiers getting into the
Humvee by themselves while
Meyer remained in the turret.

Four sworn statements, includ-
ing Rodriguez-Chavez’s, under-
mine the claim that he and Meyer
drove into the valley against or-
ders. And the documents indicate
that it was Swenson who led the
final drive to retrieve the fallen
Americans, taking command of
Meyer’s Humvee after ditching his
bullet-riddled Ford Ranger. Meyer
rode in the Humvee’s back seat.

The inflated versions of events
were prepared at the Marine
Corps’ Public Affairs office at the
Pentagon by a special working
group assembled for the task, a
knowledgeable official said. The
group consulted Meyer’s former
commander, Williams, as it
drafted the citation, but it didn’t
confer with him in assembling the
account posted on the Marine
Corps website, the official said.

The Marines excluded
Williams — who was shot and
wounded in the left arm during
the battle and won a Bronze Star
for valor — from Meyer’s cere-
mony at the White House. Also ex-
cluded was Capt. Ademola
Fabayo, who won the Navy Cross,
the nation’s second-highest award
for valor, for his role in Ganjgal.
Williams and Fabayo declined to
be interviewed for this article.

Marines Promoted Inflated Story For Medal Of Honor Winner

DANIEL HOUGHTON/LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER/MCT
Dakota Meyer, 23, shakes hands with Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell at the Cow Days parade in Greensburg, Kentucky, Septem-
ber 17th, 2011. While there is no dispute that Meyer merited the medal
nomination, a three-month assessment by a McClatchy correspondent
who survived the ambush found that the official narrative was grossly
embellished. It is filled with errors and inconsistencies, and ascribes
actions to Meyer that are unverified or didn't happen. 


