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ST. LOUIS — Lawmakers in Mis-
souri had the chance, after two
buses packed with high school
band members slammed into a
freeway wreck caused by a
teenager who was sending a flurry
of text messages, to impose
tougher limits on driver cellphone
use. It got filibustered. 

Federal transportation officials
are citing that accident in pushing
for states to enact an all-out ban
on cellphone use by drivers, re-
stricting the use even of hands-
free devices. But spurring
lawmakers to take up the cause
may be difficult. Skeptical lawmak-
ers give the proposal little chance
at succeeding in state capitols
around the country, and many
aren’t planning on introducing ban
bills.

The reason? While acknowledg-
ing growing safety concerns, law-
makers are wary of
inconveniencing commuters and
say a complete ban would be one
of the deepest government intru-
sions yet into the daily lives of mo-
torists who have woven their
phones tightly into their daily rou-
tines. Others are worried a ban
would be unenforceable. And the
cellphone legislation in most
states already took years to get
approved.

“It’s a popular thing to pass an-
other law,” said Bill Stouffer, a Mis-
souri Republican and chairman of
the state’s Senate Transportation
Committee. “But anything that
takes your eyes off the road is just
as deadly as texting or talking on
the cellphone. Where does it end?
Why not ban map reading or eat-
ing while driving?”

The centerpiece of the NTSB’s
proposal was an August 2010

wreck southwest of St. Louis in
which a pickup truck slammed
into the back of a semi cab that
had slowed for road construction,
and the buses then crashed into
the wreckage. The pickup driver,
Daniel Schatz, 19, and a bus pas-
senger, Jessica Brinker, 15, died.
Thirty-eight people, mostly stu-
dents, were hurt. 

Investigators said Schatz had
sent and received 11 texts in 11
minutes just before the accident. 

The NTSB’s recommendation
far exceeds the patchwork, and
largely unenforced, prohibitions
many states now have. Thirty-five
states and the District of Columbia
ban texting while driving, while

nine states and Washington, D.C.,
bar handheld cellphone use.
Thirty states ban all cellphone use
for beginning drivers. No state
bans the use of hands-free devices
for all drivers.

In Idaho — which has histori-
cally resisted federal mandates
and is one of seven states without
any sort of regulation on the use
of cellphones by drivers — pro-
posed bans have been rejected
the last two legislative sessions
after lawmakers questioned their
enforceability and the need for
new government dictates. South
Dakota has a broader law discour-
aging “distracted driving” but law-
makers have steadily opposed
specific bans on electronic de-
vices.

“I was listening to all this heart-
wrenching testimony against tex-
ting behind the wheel, and I got to
thinking about all the calls I’d
gone off to where someone was
hurt in a car accident,” said South
Dakota Republican Rep. Betty
Olson, an emergency medical
technician from Prairie City. “In
just about all of them, they were
distracted, so what they were
doing was already against the
law,” Olson said. “They wouldn’t
be paying any more attention to a
law banning texting.”

BY MARK SCOLFORO AND MARYCLAIRE DALE
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — As soon as he walked
into the Penn State locker room, Mike Mc-
Queary heard running water and rhythmic,
slapping sounds of “skin on skin.” He looked in
a mirror and saw a naked Jerry Sandusky, the
former assistant coach, holding a young boy
by the waist from behind, up against the wall
in the campus shower.

“I just saw Coach Sandusky in the showers
with a boy and what I saw was wrong and sex-
ual,” McQueary recalled telling his father that
night in 2002. He repeated it the next morning
to coach Joe Paterno, who slumped deep into
his chair at his kitchen table.

“He said, ‘I’m sorry you had to see that,”’
McQueary said.

McQueary’s testimony Friday at a prelimi-
nary hearing for two Penn State officials ac-
cused of covering up the story was the most
detailed, public account yet of the child sex
abuse allegations that have upended the uni-
versity’s football program and the entire cen-
tral Pennsylvania campus. Paterno and the
university president have lost their jobs, and
officials Tim Curley and Gary Schultz are ac-
cused of lying to a grand jury about what Mc-
Queary told them.  

A Pennsylvania judge on Friday held Curley,
the university’s athletic director, and Schultz,
a retired senior vice president, for trial after
the daylong hearing.

Curley said that McQueary never relayed
the seriousness of what he saw, and said he
was only told that Sandusky was “horsing
around” with a boy but that his conduct
wasn’t sexual. 

He said he told the university president
about the episode and the top official at a chil-
dren’s charity that Sandusky founded, but
never told university police. “I didn’t see any
reason because I didn’t think at the time it was
a crime,” he told the grand jury, according to

testimony read into the record on Friday.
Curley, Schultz and Paterno have been criti-

cized for never telling police about the 2002
charges. Prosecutors say Sandusky continued
to abuse boys for six more years. Sandusky
has denied having inappropriate sexual con-
tact with boys.

In about two hours on the witness stand,
McQueary said again and again that what he
saw was a sexual act, although he stopped
short of saying he was sure that Sandusky,
now 67, had raped the boy. 

“I believe Jerry was sexually molesting him
and having some type of sexual intercourse
with him,” McQueary said on Friday. He said
later he “can’t say 100 percent” that Sandusky
and the boy were having intercourse because
he was seeing Sandusky from behind.

He said after talking to his father, he went

over to Paterno’s home the next morning and
said that what he had seen “was way over the
lines, it was extremely sexual in nature.” He
said he would not have used words like
sodomy or intercourse with Paterno; he did
not get into that much detail out of respect for
the coach, he said.

Paterno told the grand jury that McQueary
said he saw Sandusky doing something of a
“sexual nature” with the youngster but that he
didn’t press for details. 

“I didn’t push Mike ... because he was very
upset,” Paterno said. “I knew Mike was upset,
and I knew some kind of inappropriate action
was being taken by Jerry Sandusky with a
youngster.”

Paterno told McQueary he would talk to
others about what he’d reported.
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Report: 20,000 Abused At Catholic Institutions

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — As many as 20,000 children
endured sexual abuse at Dutch Catholic institutions over the past
65 years, and church officials failed to adequately address it or
help the victims, according to a long-awaited investigative report
released Friday.

The findings detailed some of the most widespread abuse yet
linked to the Roman Catholic Church, which has been under fire for
years over abuse allegations in Europe, the United States and else-
where.

Based on a survey of 34,000 people, the report estimated that 1
in 10 Dutch children suffered some form of sexual abuse — a figure
that rose to 1 in 5 among children who spent part of their youth in
an institution such as a boarding school or children’s home,
whether Catholic or not.

“Sexual abuse of minors,” it said bluntly, “occurs widely in
Dutch society.”

The findings prompted the archbishop of Utrecht, Wim Eijk, to
apologize to victims on behalf of the Dutch church, saying the re-
port “fills us with shame and sorrow.”

Background Check System Haunted By Errors
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A clerical error landed Kathleen Casey

on the streets.
Out of work two years, her unemployment benefits exhausted,

in danger of losing her apartment, Casey applied for a job in the
pharmacy of a Boston drugstore. She was offered $11 an hour. All
she had to do was pass a background check.

It turned up a 14-count criminal indictment. Kathleen Casey had
been charged with larceny in a scam against an elderly man and
woman that involved forged checks and fake credit cards.

There was one technicality: The company that ran the back-
ground check, First Advantage, had the wrong woman. The rap
sheet belonged to Kathleen A. Casey, who lived in another town
nearby and was 18 years younger.

Kathleen Ann Casey, would-be pharmacy technician, was clean.

Comet Survives Close Encounter With Sun
WASHINGTON (AP) — A small comet survived what as-

tronomers figured would be a sure death when it danced uncom-
fortably close to the broiling sun.

Comet Lovejoy, which was only discovered a couple of weeks
ago, was supposed to melt Thursday night when it came close to
where temperatures hit several million degrees. Astronomers had
tracked 2,000 other sun-grazing comets make the same suicidal
trip. None had ever survived.

But astronomers watching live with NASA telescopes first saw
the sun’s corona wiggle as Lovejoy went close to the sun. They
were then shocked when a bright spot emerged on the sun’s other
side. Lovejoy lived.

“I was delighted when I saw it go into the sun and I was as-
tounded when I saw something re-emerge,” said U.S. Navy solar re-
searcher Karl Battams.

Lovejoy didn’t exactly come out of its hellish adventure un-
scathed. Only 10 percent of the comet — which was probably mil-
lions of tons — survived the encounter, said W. Dean Pesnell,
project scientist for NASA’s Solar Dynamics Observatory, which
tracked Lovejoy’s death-defying plunge.

Hitchens Dies After Long Battle With Cancer
Cancer weakened but did not soften Christopher Hitchens. He

did not repent or forgive or ask for pity. As if granted diplomatic
immunity, his mind’s eye looked plainly upon the attack and coun-
terattack of disease and treatments that robbed him of his hair, his
stamina, his speaking voice and eventually his life.

“I love the imagery of struggle,” he wrote about his illness in an
August 2010 essay in Vanity Fair. “I sometimes wish I were suffering
in a good cause, or risking my life for the good of others, instead of
just being a gravely endangered patient.”

Hitchens, a Washington, D.C.-based author, essayist and polemi-
cist who waged verbal and occasional physical battle on behalf of
causes left and right, died Thursday night at M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center in Houston of pneumonia, a complication of his esophageal
cancer, according to a statement from Vanity Fair magazine. He was
62.

“There will never be another like Christopher. A man of fero-
cious intellect, who was as vibrant on the page as he was at the
bar,” said Vanity Fair editor Graydon Carter. “Those who read him
felt they knew him, and those who knew him were profoundly for-
tunate souls.”

He had enjoyed his drink (enough to “to kill or stun the average
mule”) and cigarettes, until he announced in June 2010 that he was
being treated for cancer of the esophagus.

Penn State Coach Testifies 

CHRISTOPHER WEDDLE/CENTRE DAILY TIMES/MCT
Mike McQueary, center, exits the Dauphin County Courthouse in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, after
testifying, Friday, December 16, 2011, during a preliminary hearing for Tim Curley and Gary Shultz,
two university officials who are accused of lying to a grand jury about what McQueary told them. 

McQueary Says He Saw,
Reported Molestation

“It’s a popular thing to

pass another law. But

anything that takes your

eyes off the road is just

as deadly as texting or

talking on the cellphone.

Where does it end? Why

not ban map reading or

eating while driving?”

BILL STOUFFER

States Unlikely To Heed NTSB
Recommendation For Cell Ban

BY GARY FINEOUT
AND KYLE HIGHTOWER
Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — The state
medical examiner has ruled that
the death of a Florida A&M Uni-
versity drum major last month
was a homicide after concluding
that the student was severely
beaten in a hazing incident and
died within an hour.

The Orange County Sheriff’s
Office issued a statement Friday
evening saying it planned to
work with the State Attorney’s
office “to identify the charges
that are applicable” in the death
of 26-year-old Robert Champion.

The medical examiner found
that Champion had bruises to
his chest, arms, shoulder and
back and internal bleeding that
caused him to go into shock,
which killed him.

“The Champion family’s
worst fears were realized
tonight when their son Robert’s
death was ruled a homicide by
hazing,” the victim’s family said
in a statement Friday evening.
“We now hope that all those re-
sponsible for this act will swiftly
be brought to justice. Our goal
is that no other family will have
to live through this pain.”

“We don’t want to stop the
music,” the statement said, “we
want to stop the hazing.”

Champion’s Nov. 19 death
and the severe beating of an-
other band member during a
hazing ritual three weeks earlier
have brought new scrutiny to a
culture of hazing within the Tal-
lahassee school’s famed March-
ing 100 band.

Florida A&M
Hazing Death

Ruled A
Homicide


