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BY DAVE RAMSEY

Dear Dave,
Is it a good idea for a married

couple in their early 30s, who have
a lot of student loan debt, to cash
out one of their 401(k)s to pay it
off? — Marcy

Dear Marcy,
No way! You never cash out a

401(k) or IRA to pay off debt, un-
less it’s to avoid a foreclosure or
bankruptcy. Let’s say you take
$50,000 out of your 401(k). Do you
know what happens next? They’re
going to charge you a 10 percent
penalty, plus your tax rate. If you
make $75,000 a year, that puts you
in a 25 percent tax rate, plus the
penalty. That’s a 35 percent hit,
and that’s how much of your
money is going straight down the
toilet.

Look at it this way. You
wouldn’t ask me if it’s okay to bor-

row money at a 35 per-
cent interest rate to pay
off your school loans,
right? That would be
ridiculous, and this is
just as dumb.

There are no short-
cuts when it comes to
getting out of debt,
Marcy. Roll up your
sleeves and get on a
beans and rice budget
where every dollar has a
name. This will enable
you to save money and
pay off that debt! —
Dave

PAYING FOR THE CLASSES
Dear Dave,
My wife and I have our fully

funded emergency fund in place,
and we’re debt-free, except for the
house. She wants to return to
school to get a master’s degree
and change careers. She’ll be reim-

bursed up to $7,000 a
year. Can we use some
of our emergency fund
to get things started? —
Kevin

Dear Kevin,
I’ve got a better idea.

Save up the money!
You guys are in great

shape already. And to
me, this opportunity
seems like a small in-
vestment with a fabu-
lous return. I really like
the idea. But you have
to be careful when it
comes to things like

this. You don’t want to get into the
habit of calling things emergencies
when they’re not emergencies. It’s
a great thing, but it’s nowhere near
an emergency.

I know she’s excited about the
possibilities, but I’d just roll up my
sleeves, save a little extra for a

while and cash flow the classes.
She’ll probably get reimbursed for
the first classes right after she gets
her grades, then you can use the
reimbursement check to pay for
the next classes, and the next
check the next classes. Make
sense?

I love the school idea, and I’m
glad your wife has such a great op-
portunity. But I don’t want you to
take a chance on messing up the
progress you’ve made in taking
control of your finances. Just take
your time and save for those first
classes. You’ll be glad you did! —
Dave

Dave Ramsey is America’s
trusted voice on money and busi-
ness. He’s authored four New York
Times best-selling books: “Finan-
cial Peace,” “More Than Enough,”
“The Total Money Makeover” and
“EntreLeadership.”

Dave 
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Community Connections

A Special Time To Celebrate And Reflect

Don’t Cash Out That 401(k)!

 APPLIANCE
 920 Broadway, Yankton

 665-9461

 CLEANING
 FloorTec
 Professional Cleaning & Restoration
 605-665-4839

 665-5700
 1-800-529-2450

 •Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
 •Duct Cleaning
 •Fire/Smoke •Water Restoration
 •Mold Testing & Remediation

 HEATING  
 &  COOLING
 920 Broadway, Yankton

 665-9461

 HEATING & COOLING
 Justras Body Sho p
 2806 Fox Run Parkway
 Yankton, 665-3929

 Riverside Auto Body
 www.riversideautobody-gonegreen.com
 402-667-3285

 AUTO BODY REPAIR

 First Dakota 
 National Ban k
 225 Cedar St., 665-7432
 2105 Broadway, 665-4999

 Services Center 
 Federal Credit Unio n
 609 W. 21st, Yankton, SD

 BANKING

 Boston Shoes To Boot s
 312 West 3rd, Yankton, SD
 605-665-9092

 ARCH SUPPORT

 Johnson Electric, LLP
 Commercial • Residential • Trenching
 605-665-5686

 L&S Electric
 Harry Lane, Contractor
 665-6612 • 661-1040

 ELECTRICAL

 Yankton Paint & Decorating
 406 Broadway • 665-5032

 “Since 1964 ”
 •Carpet • Vinyl • Wood 

 • Ceramic & Laminate Flooring
 •Window & Wall Treatment s

 Benjamin Moore and Pratt & Lambert Paint

 DECORATING  W intz &   R a y
 F UNERAL   H OM E
 and Cremation Service, Inc .

  Yankton • 605-665-364 4
 Garden of Memories Cemeter y

 W int z
 F UNERAL   H OME
 Hartington, Coleridge & Crofto n

 402-254-654 7
 wintzrayfuneralhome.co m

 Trusted For Generations

 FUNERAL & CREMATION

 Lewis and Clark 
 Family Medicine
 2525 Fox Run Parkway, Ste. 200
 Yankton, SD • (605)260-2100

 MEDICAL CLINIC

 Canine Grooming 
 Center, L.L.C .
 718 Douglas, Yankton, 665-8885

 PETS

 Advertise 
 Here! 
 Call The 

 Advertising 
 Dept. For More 
 Info 665-7811!

 APPLIANCE SALES/
 SERVICE

 INTERNET

 Your Gateway 
 To Yankton’s 

 Virtual Community

 319 Walnut, Yankton
 605-665-7811 • 1-800-743-2968 

 www.yankton.net

 P RESS &
 D AKOTAN

 Yankton Monument Co.
 325 Douglas, Yankton
 605-664-0980

 FAMILY 
 MEMORIALS

 Also online 
 at www.yankton.net

 Kaiser Heating & Cooling
 kaiserheatingandcooling.com
 665-2895

 HEATING & COOLING

 Also online at www.yankton.net
 FREE BIBLE 
 CORRESPONDENCE 
 COURSE
 PO Box 242, Yankton •  665-6379

 WORLD BIBLE 
 SCHOOL

 Brightway Electric, LLC
 Serving SD & NE – Licensed & Insured
 760-3505 • 661-9594

 ELECTRICAL

 Busi ness AD-vantage
 Where You Find Business & 

 Professional EXPERTS!

 A  N E W  B R E E D  O F  Y E L L O W  P A G E S

 Also online 
 at www.yankton.net

 Offering Hospice and Palliative Care by a team of professionals in 
 your home setting, whether it be your private home, or a  long term 

 care facility, where ever you call  HOME!
 We coordinate your care to provide comfort and dignity, support to 
 family and friends, and enhance your quality of life. We’re not just 

 about your medical condition, we’re about YOU, as a whole person; 
 emotional, spititual, recreational.... INDIVIDUAL YOU!

 We are available to you 
 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

 For more information call 
 Colette Broekemeier • 689-0382

 B ridal   D irectory B ridal   D irectory B ridal  D irectory

 712 8th Street, Springfield
 Cell: (605) 660-1009 • smedsrud27@yahoo.com
 www.personaltouchphotography.net

 Personal Touch
 Photography

 We offer the perfect scenic setting for your wedding 
 reception. Generations of newlyweds from all over the area 
 have celebrated here. Trust us to take care of your needs, so 

 every detail of your special day will be perfect and worry-free.

 An Intimate Gathering or a Grand Affair...

 2206 Mulberry, Yankton, SD 57078

 Call 605-665-4522 For Details

 Main Street, Tyndall • 1-605-589-3992 • email sandra@byeletric.com

 Bridal Gowns & Veils • Bridesmaids & Flower Girl Dresses 
 • Custom-dyed Shoes • Jewelry • Prom Dresses

 Tuxedo Rental • Wedding Stationary • Garters & More
 ~ In-house Alterations ~

 Sandra
   Rose

 Where big city selection meets small town service.
 Trusted for 13 years.

 Weddings By...  enduring beauty

 “Bringing you the best in 
 bridal & prom for less!” 

 From first glance to the last dance, we’ll 
 create a wedding day look that will 
 continue to take your guests breath away...

 The   Bridal Outlet
 1108 W. Cedar St., Beresford, SD 
 1-855-444-BRIDE
 Hours:  M-Th 10-6, Fri. & Sat. 10-5

BY PAM KETTERING
Yankton Area United Way

The holidays are upon us and it is time to
celebrate. It is also time to reflect this past year
and for me it is time to think about the past 20
years! It seems I started working for United Way
& Volunteer Services of Greater Yankton in the
picturesque office of the Territorial Capitol
Replica in Riverside Park just a few years ago!
Well, it has been a "little" longer than that and
we are celebrating my retirement with an Open
House. Please join us at our office at 610 W. 23rd
St., west entrance of Marne Creek Professional
Offices on Tuesday, Dec. 18, from noon-4 p.m.
Stop by for refreshments, reflections and new
beginnings with the new executive director,
Lauren Hanson. 

Looking back through past articles, this one
caught my eye for another run. Hope it strikes a
celebrative chord for you: 

FINDING THE PERFECT GIFT
Every year gift lists are written for family

members, special friends, school teachers, Sun-
day school teachers and the list goes on and
on. A stocking stuffer here, a box of candy
there, a grocery list for that special dinner, last
minute shopping for one more present and the
"to do" list does not end. 

It is a special time of year that parents want
it to be very special for their children, children

dream of gifts beyond
their highest expecta-
tions, special events re-
quire extraordinary
attention, houses be-
come adorned and
weather is always ques-
tionable — is it going to
be picturesque or just
the opposite? 

Multiple thoughts are
swimming through our
heads — not just "Sug-
arplum Fairies". Then
comes the task of finding
the "perfect gift". Finding
the perfect gift is not

easy. Walking down aisle after aisle in the
stores, reading labels and comparing features
is even more difficult. Trying to decide if blue
is the best color or if black would be the pref-
erence — another decision to be made! Shop-
ping decisions within the boundaries of a
budget, time management decisions on how to
get it all done — deciding on how to get it all
done is not easy. 

Perhaps there is a solution in finding the
perfect gift. Perhaps the perfect gift is not on
your initial shopping list. Perhaps it is not run-
ning yourself ragged hanging that last decora-
tion. Perhaps the perfect gift is to give to

special people that you have not met. Perhaps
the best gift that you can give is to include
your children or friends to assist you in giving
a perfect gift to others. 

• When families are hungry — a bag of
basic canned goods, milk, bread and eggs are
perfect gifts. 

• When children do not have books to read,
educational and age appropriate books are
perfect gifts.

• When families are fleeing danger with just
the clothes they are wearing, anything and
everything is the perfect gift. 

• When diapers and formula are so expen-
sive for low income families, these are perfect
gifts.

• When families are far away leaving senior
citizens isolated and alone, a visit is the per-
fect gift. 

Finding a perfect gift for someone on your
list may not be easy. Finding a perfect gift for
someone in need is easy and also very reward-
ing. This gesture of generosity can make a dif-
ference in your life. This gesture of generosity
can make a difference in your relationship
with your children and friends when sharing
this experience. 

Finding the perfect gift for someone in need
is also discovering your perfect gift — the gift
of caring for a stranger in need. 

Pam 

KETTERING

The COMMUNITY CALENDAR appears each Monday and Thursday.
Contributions to this list of upcoming events are welcome and should be sub-
mitted two weeks before the event. Submissions MUST be typewritten or legi-
bly printed and include the name and phone number of a contact person.
Send items to P&D Calendar, 319 Walnut, Yankton, SD 57078, or email to
news@yankton.net.

THURSDAY
Table Tennis, 8:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Ladies Pool, 10 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Yankton Sertoma, noon, Pizza Ranch, 605-661-7159
Daily Reprieve, noon, non-smoking open meeting, 1019 W 9th street.
Avera Sacred Heart Hospital Toastmasters, noon, Benedictine Center;

open session 605-665-6776
Pinochle, 12:45 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Dominos, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Weight Watchers, 4 p.m., 413 W. 15th Street. Weigh in 1/2 hour before.

Weight Watchers, 5:30 p.m., 413 W. 15th Street. Weigh in 1/2 hour be-
fore.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS #SD 45), Weigh-in 5:30-6:30 p.m.,
meeting  6:30-7:30. RTEC building, 1200 W. 21st St. For more information call
605-665-3738 or 667-9274.

Yankton Area Banquet, 6 p.m., United Church of Christ, Fifth and Walnut
Celebrate Recovery, 7 p.m., Calvary Baptist Church, Youth Room #4,

2407 Broadway, Yankton, 605-665-5594
Freeman Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 p.m., non-smoking closed meeting,

City Hall, 3rd and Poplar, Freeman.
Yankton Alcoholics Anonymous, 8:30 p.m., open session, 1019 W 9th St.
Yankton Alanon, 8:30 p.m., 1019 W 9th Street

FRIDAY
Line Dancing, 9:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Exercise, 11 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Daily Reprieve, noon, non-smoking open meeting, 1019 W 9th Street.
Bridge, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Bingo, 7-9 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Open Billiards, 7-9 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Vermillion Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 p.m., non-smoking closed session,

16 1/2 Court St, Vermillion
Porchlight, 8 p.m., non-smoking closed session, United Church of Christ,

210 W 5th Street

SATURDAY
Weight Watchers, 9 a.m., 413 W. 15th Street. Weigh in 1/2 hour before.
Each Day a New Beginning, 10 a.m., non-smoking closed session, 1019

W 9th Street
Daily Reprieve, noon, non-smoking closed session, 1019 W 9th Street.
Vermillion Unity Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m. closed session, Trin-

ity Lutheran Church, 816 E. Clark, Vermillion.

SUNDAY
Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 a.m., closed meeting, 1019 W. 9th Street
Tyndall Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 a.m., non-smoking, 1609 Laurel St.,

Tyndall
Vermillion Unity Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m., closed meeting,

Trinity Lutheran Church, 816 E. Clark, Vermillion

MONDAY
Line Dancing, 9:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Quilting, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Exercise, 11 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Daily Reprieve, noon, open meeting non-smoking, 1019 W 9th St.
Interchange, noon, Minerva’s Bar and Grill, 605-660-8849.
Cribbage, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Pinochle, 12:45 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Whist, 12:45 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Hand & Foot Cards, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
River City Harmony Sweet Adelines, 6:30 p.m., First United Methodist

Church, 11th and Cedar, 605-661-7162
Divorce Care, 7 p.m., Calvary Baptist Church
Divorce Care For Kids, 7 p.m., Calvary Baptist Church
Daily Reprieve, 7 p.m., closed meeting non-smoking, 1019 W 9th St. 

SECOND MONDAY
Yankton Diabetes Support Group, 1 p.m., Benedictine Center, AVSHH,

605-668-8000 ext. 456
Yankton School Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m., YSD Administration Building,

2410 West City Limits Road, 605-665-3998
Yankton Area Writers Club, 7 p.m., Books & Beans, downtown Yankton,

605-664-6582
Tri-State Old Iron Association Meeting, 7 p.m., JoDeans Restaurant,

605-665-9785.
Yankton City Commission, 7 p.m., RTEC, 1200 W. 21st Street
YHS Booster Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Summit Activities Center Meeting

Room, 605-665-4640


