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Poppe

Longtime Coach At Helm Of Both
Avon Basketball Teams This Winter

BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK
james.cimburek@yankton.net

seasons, Darla Van Gerpen, had
stepped down.

But as the school year drew to a
close, Avon was still looking for a boys’
coach.

“We had advertised the boys’ job.
We only had one teaching position to
fill in the district, and we found a quali-
fied candidate who was not a coach,”
Poppe said. “As the school year was
winding down, [ approached (athletic
director Tom Culver) and asked if |
could line some things up for the boys
during the summer, to get things going
for them.”

As Poppe helped the boys with
team camps, Avon again tried to find a
coach. Again, the mailbox remained

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first part
of a continuing series, following the
Avon boys’ and girls’ basketball pro-
grams during the 2012-13 season.

AVON — It’s about 5:30 p.m. and
girls’ basketball practice is just winding
up. As the girls leave the court, a new
set of athletes — the boys — start to
take the court.

It’s a scene you see at a lot of small
schools. A lack of gym space means
that two winter teams end up taking
turns practicing right after school. The
other team either practices before

school or after the first team is done. empty.
But in Avon, there isn’t a lack of gym
space. A nice auxiliary gym, big enough Makmg The Decision

for a varsity practice, sits just a door-
way away from the main gym. What
Avon lacks this year is another head
coach.

Brad Poppe, who had coached both
Avon basketball programs for eight
years prior to South Dakota moving
girls’ basketball to the winter in the
2002-03 school year, is coaching both
programs this season. The girls open
their season tonight (Friday) at Gre-
gory, while the boys open at home on
Saturday as part of a doubleheader

As Poppe worked with the boys —
and the girls’ squad that he had al-
ready been hired to coach — the
thought occurred to him that he could
possibly take both teams.

“I'had discussed it with my wife
(Shelly, a sixth grade teacher in Avon),”
he said. “I talked to Culver about it, and
he was concerned about my well-
being.”

The concerns were justified. Poppe
is 10 years removed from open-heart

with Wagner. surgery, and the only other coach Cul-
ver knew had tried the coaching dou-
- ble — Miller’s Darin Hunter — ended
Tl'ymg TO Step Away up with heart concerns.

After finishing a 13-7 season at the “Brad reassured me that his check-
helm of the Avon boys last February, ups have been fine,” Culver said. “He
Poppe had decided to make the move and his wife are out walking all the
back to coaching girls. Of the 452 time.”

coaching victories to his credit, 290 of

them had come as a girls’ coach, and

the head girls’ coach for the past three POPPE | PAGE 8
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ABOVE: Avon’s Brad
Poppe, center, watches
his girls’ basketball team
during practice on Now.
26. Poppe is in his 24th
year of coaching, his 19th
at the head of the Avon
girls’ program.

LEFT: Poppe addresses
the Avon boys’ team prior
to their first practice of
the season on Nov. 26.
Poppe had planned to
step away from coaching
the boys after coaching
the squad the past two
seasons, but decided to
take both the boys’ and
girls’ teams when the
Avon School District could
not find a replacement
boys’ basketball coach.

JAMES D. CIMBUREK/P&D
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: Tanagers Boys’ Basketball Tanagers Girls’ Basketball !
1 I1)§/t7e ------------------ Sﬁﬁgﬂe?f"e"t ------------------------------- \L/gfrgtl'l%':]soo.';“r‘ne Date.....cccerrernnes OppONENt/EVeNt.........ccueeeeererseenns LOCALON ....orerereeenernrersnesnesses Time |
1 12/7 e ISDUIG .. lON e :00 p.m. , - , [
Tt LENNOX ..., LEANOX ... 7:45p.m. 12/7 i Harrisburg ......ccoovveeeeriieeeeece e Verm!ll!on ............................ 6:45p.m. |
1 128 v, TH-VAIEY .o Tri-Valley ..o 8:00 p.m.  12Mrin, Bon Homme ..., Vermillion..........cccooovnneennes 515p.m.
I 12/28 ... TEAAI€A.....vvvieieeeireiee e, LT P 8:00 p.m. 12117 ... MadiSoN .......cvvveieiiiiies Vermillion.........ccovveveinne. 715pm. 1
: 13 e West Central ..........ccoooeovneincincnne Hartford..........c.coocviniiniinns 745p.m.  12/18 ................ Tri=Valley ..o Tri-Valley HS.......ccoccvee 6:30 p.m. :
P L SER— Parkston ..o, Vermillion ..........ccccovvinnnnnnns 8:00p.m. 12728 ............. TEAAICA........oorvvorrrieeerieseriesssians L LCY: TS 2:00 p.m.
1 1;?1 """""""""""""" Eon HOMME ..o Vermillion ............ceewvvvvvvveee raspm.ym Sioux Falls Christian ..............cccc........ Vermillion ..........coeoeveeeeeen, 7:45p.m. |
1 M, ENNOX ..o Vermillion ... 7:45 p.m. 1/4 Parkst Vermill 6:30 "
;115 Elk Point-Jefferson.........c.cccvvvvveunnnne. EIK POINt cvovvovevceeece e, 8:00 p.m. VT ATKSION. coeveeeersr s ermillion .........covcvvcniancnne. upm.
R V3 A Sioux Falls Christian .............ccoc.neeee. Vermillion ...........eceeeeennnce. 7:45pm. 1B, MadiSON ...oovvvvii Madison (MS Gym)............. 7:45pm.
1 119 Hanson ClassiC.........cccccoerveinieeniencne. Mitchell .........oooieiiiie TBD 110 .o LENNOX ...t Vermillion .......cccccovvvenennn. 730 p.m.
1 1%21 .................. \S/e"stR Ce_rgral ...................................... \[;er”mFlzlllond ---------------------------- ;:ig PM. A5 Elk Point-Jefferson.........cccocveeveuneane EIK POINt ... 6:30 p.m. 1
L B APIOS oo S RAPIOS oo AOPM- 448 LENNOX w..ooveverercvereeeee e LENNOX......ouverrrereereeiereeens 6:00 p.m. !
1 1/29 e, Beresford .......coocvivcviiiieeie e, Beresford.........cooevvvvevenenane, 8:00 p.m. - : 1
U2 i MAGISON .ooovrrroremrreereeeeseee e DSU FieldhouSe ... 745pm, /22 e West Contral......vvvervvessvresons Vermillion..........cc....vee... 6:00p.m.
U 2/5 e, Dakota Valley ........co.ccovvvreemrerereinrinnes Vermillion ..........coeevveereenes 8:00 p.m. 124 .. Dell Rapids ..o, Dell Rapids ..........c.ccovvvunnes 4:00 p.m. 1
U o2/8 i, Harrisburg .......ccooeeeiviccccee, Harrisburg.......cccocevvnnnnee. 8:00 p.m. 1/25.......ccc.. Canton ..o Vermillion .......ooccvvveeeeeieeenns 745p.m. 1
b 2M2 e Y Vermillion..............cccccccceee 8:00 p.m.  1/29 ..oooocccc....... BETESTONd ..vvvvvveveeersvveeeeeers o Beresford (DH) ..........ccoccc. 6:30pm. |
P L EE— MadiSON oo Vermillion..........cccovvvvveeeeeenn 745pM. 2/ Sergeant Bluff-Luton, IA..................... Vermillion ..............cooeee. 730 p.m.
g 222 Canton ..o Vermillion ..o 745pm. o Dakota Valle Vermillion 6:30 o.m. 1
| 2/28,312........... District 8A Tournament ............ccco..... Higher Seed ............. 6or7:45/7 pm. o Yorrmmmmmmmns ford... ' p-m. I
b 35 e Region 4A FiNal .......cc.ccccccccerrrsrrnee L T TBD 27 o West COntral ..........ccoveevvvesssssinis Hartford....ooeeooocenn 7:30p.m.
1 3M14-16............. State A Tournament .......oveveveevenen., Rapid City......oovvrveeerrereerrienenes TBD 28 .. Harrisburg .........cocoevvvieinccicce Harrisburg........ccccocconennee. 6:45p.m.
1 Tana ers WI'eStllll 212 i, Wagper .............................................. Vgrm|II|on ............................ 6:30 p.m.
: Date......cooererenn. Opponent/Event....... g ..................... Loc§tion ................................... Time 219,21 e District 8A Tournament ...................... Higher Seed ............. 6 or 7:45/7 p.m. :
I 11/27 il Harrisburg/l_ennox ............................. Lennox ................................ 5:30 p.m. 2/26 .o, Reg|0n AAFINal ..o, [ LT TR TBD I
1 121 SF Roosevelt Invitational.................... Roosevelt............cccooveiiiicnnnne. 9am. 3/79....... State A Tournament ............cccevevernes Watertown ...........cccevvviiinnnns TBD
1 12/4 ... Madison/Tea Area.......c.ccceevrvecvennnnne. Vermillion ......ccccceeeveveeienene 5:30 p.m. I
1 12/8 Yankton Invitational..............c.ccceenee Yankton ........ccccveevenencineennn, 11 a.m. . I
11213 e, 'Sl'ea Area/West Central..........cccoeenee Vermillion ... 5:30 p.m. Tanagers Gymnastlcs 1
1 12/21-22 ........... F Lincoln Invitational.............ccccoc..... Lincoln ... 1 p.m./10a.m. : . 1
L V1 T Brandon Valley.............ccccoovevvnnnnne. Brandon............ccccoevean. 10:30 am, DaCrcwrsiern Opppnent/Event """"""""""""""""" Loca'tlpn """""""""""""""" ) weTime
VA2 Harrisburg Invitational........................ HarfSBUIG......vvveeeeeeeereeereeens 10am. WN/27..i SF meoln._....._ .................................... Vermillion ... 6:30 p.m. 1
VAT e, CantON ...ocvveecee e, Canton .....cvvevecerieinenns 6:30 p.m. 12/8 oo Wagner Invitational .............c.ccoeeev. Wagner ..., noon I
: 119 West Central Invitational..................... Hartford.........cocooviiiiiiicnnn 10am. 1214 ... SF Roosevelt/West Central................ Roosevelt............cccooeviviinns 6:30 p.m :
" 1%513 ------------------ (Bilrac;?tgfr?rd/ Dakota Valley .................... Eg‘;ﬁgford ---------------------------- ggg Bm 12/28 ..o Winter Wonderland Invitational.......... Vermillion .........cc..eevveenn, 11:30 am. |
: oo T Big 8 CONTBIENCE .orroroeroereror Hartford. ... 10 am. 1;5 .................... |\S/Ita(:\_ley County InV. ...cocvvirrie |I\:/Ior(tj Pierme ..o :11 a.m. :
1205 e, Harrisburg/SF Washington................. Washington...........cc.ccc........ 530 pm. M8 AAISON oo AAISON v 6:30p.m. |
I 208 e, Elk Point-Jeferson.....om oo, Nermillion .o 6:30 p.m. 17 o, Yankion ......ocoveeeevceeeiiieeie e Yankion........coeeeeeveeeeeiinnenn, 6:30 p.m.
1 2114-15............. Region 2A Tournament ............ccc..... SF Lincoln........cccceenee. 5pm./6pm. 128 ................. Wagner/West Central............cccveuneee Wagner ......cccovevevveenenenennn 6p.m. 1
: 2/22-23 ............. State A Tournament ........c..cccceeuvenene. Watertown.........cccceevviveennne 10am. 2/15-16............. State A Tournament .....ooeeeoeeeoii Rapid City ......ccevvvrererernnnnen, 11 a.m :
oo o oo e ome e mm mm am mm mm Em Em En EE EE EE EE BN EE RN BN BN B BN N BN BN EE RN BN BN BN EE N BN BN EE EE SN BN EE EE N BN W EE EE SN BN EE EE N BN W EE N BN W M EE N BN W EE N BN B EE EE BN BN EE EE EE Em E Em Em Em Em Em o



