
BY PASTOR DAVE LUND
Trinity Lutheran Church

“‘Tis the season.”
This is a statement that we

hear or see printed many times
and in many places during this
time of the year. We hear it and
see it, but what do we think
about it? If I were to ask you, “’tis
the season to be?” How would
you finish the sentence? Would
you say jolly, joyous, thankful, or
generous, etc. Would (did) you
think something else? Maybe the
more important question would
be how do you live this state-
ment at this time of the year? Is it
grumpy, impatient, short-tem-
pered, overwhelmed or
frustrated?

The fact of the matter is that
during this joyous season we
tend to fall into those non-joyous
ways of acting. As I write this ar-
ticle I can hear someone laying

on the horn on Broad-
way just outside my
window. Apparently
someone else wasn’t
paying attention to the
traffic light and the
first someone has got-
ten upset, so much for
patience and forbear-
ance during this time
of giving.

Much has been writ-
ten about the reason
for the season and
most of us know the reason,
which of course is the gift of
Christ to the world and all that
this means for us. Unfortunately,
we allow our human frailty to get
in the way of letting us practice
and experience the joy that
comes through, and only through
this reason. We tend to allow
things, such as other peoples’ be-
havior, our own stress, or any
other number of issues to

distract us.
One which I hear

often as a pastor is
people complaining
about taking Christ out
of Christmas. First
things first: IT IS IM-
POSSIBLE TO TAKE
CHRIST OUT OF
CHRISTMAS, I cannot
stress this point
enough. If someone
doesn’t believe in
Jesus I feel sorry for

them, but if they celebrate the
holiday they, willing or not, cele-
brate his birth. When someone
writes or says “X-mas” instead of
Christmas, they have not taken
Christ out because the Greek Chi,
the first letter of Christos, is the
same symbol as the Latin X. so
“X-mas is short hand for Christ-
mas. In the same way when
someone says Happy Holidays in-
stead of merry Christ, the sacred

has not been removed because
“Holidays” is a form of “Holy
Days.” The point being Christ
cannot really be taken out of the
season.

It is for this reason, that Christ
is truly the reason for the season,
that we need to approach this
season with joy, generosity, pa-
tience and (dare I say it) love.
Christ did come to earth for
everyone, and through him we
have received amazing gifts. So if
Christ was willing to come and lay
down his life for our neighbors,
then maybe, just maybe, we can
show the our neighbors some pa-
tience and kindness. If we are able
to do this, not just think this, then
it will be a truly joyous season.
May God continue to bless you
and yours during this season.

Lund is the Associate Pastor
at Trinity Lutheran Church, Yank-
ton.
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MVCA Offering Benefit Calendar Program

Missouri Valley Christian Academy, a non-denominational K-7 Chris-
tian School in Yankton, has a calendar available if you would like to do-
nate and help support Christian Education.  

This calendar has all local prints from Jerry, DeAnn, and MVCA
families.  

The most exciting thing about our calendar is that you will be en-
tered into a drawing for more than $22,500 worth of prizes. Drawings
are every Thursday for the entire year. Prizes from Ace, Dakota Archery
and Dunham’s. If you don’t like the prize you have been chosen for, you
get to take a gift card.  

These calendars would be a great gift idea if you are still looking for
someone you love. Contact Stacey at 660-1822 to get yours today.

Farewell For Nelson Set At Calvary Baptist
On Dec. 31, Calvary Baptist Church of Yankton will bid goodbye to

Youth Pastor Jeremy Nelson. After faithfully serving Calvary and the
Yankton community for 7 1/2 years, Jeremy has accepted a call as Sen-
ior Pastor of Iowa Falls Evangelical Free Church, Iowa Falls, Iowa.

On Sunday, Dec. 16, at noon, the church will be hosting a potluck
honoring Jeremy, his wife Kirstin and their children, Annika, Isaiah and
Mariah. The community is invited to join in this time of thanking Pastor
Jeremy for his ministry in Yankton.

First United Methodist Christmas Pageant Set
The First United Methodist Church of Yankton will hold its Christ-

mas pageant at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16.
The community is invited to come and enjoy the annual event.
Grades pre-Kindergarten through seventh will perform “The Story of

Baby Jesus.” It will be followed by the glow in the dark nativity done by
the confirmation class. Finally, the senior high youth will host a birth-
day party for Jesus in Wesley Hall. 

Yankton Church To Screen ‘The Nativity Story’
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Yankton welcomes the community to

free showings of the 2006 film “The Nativity Story” on Thursday, Dec.
20. The movie will be shown at two different times that day: 10 a.m. and
7 p.m. 

All people are welcome to get into the Christmas spirit with this
telling of the Savior’s birth. 

REFLECTIONS

Reflections

A Christmas Without Christ?

CHURCH SCHEDULES

 Garden of Memories Cemetery
 2901 Douglas • Yankton • 605-665-3644

 LEADER CONCRETE
 CONSTRUCTION INC.
 Basements • Bunkers • Manure Pits
 Residential & Commerical

 Call Larry Leader
 Yankton • 665-2717

 Larry’s
 Plumbing Service

 703 Burleigh St.
 665-4322

 TOPKOTE, 
 INC.

 Asphalt Maintenance
 43439 SD Hwy 50 • Yankton

 (605) 665-8106

 Call Doug 
 or Chris

 Commercial 
 & 

 Residential

 (605) 665-2895

 Koranda
 Well Company, LLC

 Well Drilling & Repair
 Pure Water Distillers

 605-463-2244
 42719 307th St., Tabor 319 Walnut, Yankton, SD • 665-7811

 P RESS & D AKOTAN
 Y ANKTON  D AILY

 319 Walnut • Yankton, SD
 665-7811

 P RESS &
 Y ANKTON  D AILY

 D AKOTAN

 1600 E. 39th St., Yankton 
 •Commercial •Residential •Farm Wiring

 •Prompt Service •Quality Work •Competitive Prices
 New Construction or Remodeling

 Home: 665-6612 • Mobile: 661-1040

 Harry 
 Lane
 Electrical 
 Contractor

 Stevens 
 Construction, 

 Inc.
 (402) 388-2477

 Crofton, NE

Abundant Life
ABUNDANT LIFE MINISTRIES,
Pastors Butch and Barbara Hladky,  
517 Burleigh, Yankton.  665-0889. 
Open for prayer daily. FRI  Shabbat 
Service 6pm Youth Service 7pm. 
SUN. 10am Worship. 

Alliance of Renewal
Churches

LIVING WATER CHRISTIAN FEL-
LOWSHIP,Sun. 10am Yankton 
Middle School (2000 Mulberry) 
Weds. 7pm Prayer. David Olson, 
pastor. (605)260-2138.

Assembly of God
First Assembly of God, 801 W 
25th. (605)665-6362 (office). SUN. 
10 am: Bible teaching sermons 
WED. 6:30pm Midweek service and 
Bible study for all ages. www.yank-
tonassembly.com

Baptist
ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH,
100 E. 6th St, Kevin Caskey, pas-
tor, 665-0066. SUN. 9:30am Sun-
day School, 10:45pm Preaching 
Service, 4pm Afternoon Service. 
THU. 7pm Preaching & Prayer 
Service.

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH, 303 
Ohio St., Wakonda. Mike Lindsay, 
pastor, (605)759-5020. SUNDAY 
Worship. 11:00a.m. evening 
6:00pm WEDNESDAY Bible Study 
12Noon.

HARVEST INDEPENDENT BAP-
TIST, 100 W. 3rd, Mission Hill. Pas-
tor Nathan Martin, 668-0708 (ch.) 
665-1481 (home). SUN. 9:30am 
SS. 10:30am Worship. 5:30pm 
Worship. WED. 7:00pm Worship.

Baptist
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH,
SUNDAY: 9:00 Sunday School for 
all ages, 10:30 Worship Service. 
MONDAY: Service broadcast 
7:30pm Channels 3 & 98. 
WEDNESDAY 6:30pm AWANA, 
7-8th Grade Youth Group: 7:00pm 
9-12th Youth Group, Adult Bible 
Study. Pastor Jon Cooke, Associ-
ate Pastor Rick Slattery, Youth 
Pastor Jeremy Nelson. 
www.cbchurch.com 2407 Broad-
way, (605)665-5594.

YANKTON BAPTIST CHURCH,
SBC, Pastor Matt Green, 607 East 
15th St., Yankton, 665-7587. SUN. 
9:30am Bible study, SS; 10:45am 
Worship. WED. 7pm Midweek serv-
ice.

Bible Church
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH, 10:30 
am Sundays Call Pastor Joel Finck 
for more information. 
(605)760-4701.

Catholic
HOLY FAMILY CHURCH OF CE-
DAR COUNTY (Immaculate Con-
ception), St. Helena, NE. Rev. Eric 
Olsen. (402)357-2400. Mass:   
Sundays 9am

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH OF CE-
DAR COUNTY (Sacred Heart), Wy-
not, NE. Rev. Eric Olsen. 
(402)357-2400.  Mass times, Sun-
days  11am.

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH OF CE-
DAR COUNTY (Sts. Peter & Paul),  
Bow Valley, NE. Rev. Eric Olsen 
(402)357-2400. Mass: Saturdays 
5pm

SACRED HEART, 509 Capital, 
Yankton, Rev. Mark Lichter pastor. 
665-3655 (office). SAT. 4:30pm 
Mass. SUN. 8am, 9:30am, 11am 
Mass. THUR. 12:30pm, 2:30pm 
and 7:30pm Confessions.

ST. AGNES PARISH: SIGEL, rural 
Utica. SAT. 4pm Mass, confessions 
1/2 hour before Mass.Father Daniel 
Moris.

ST. ANDREWʼS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, Bloomfield, NE. Fr. Mi-
chael Schmitz SUN. Mass: 
10:30am; TUE. Mass: 8am; THUR. 
Mass: 7pm. Confessions: THUR. 
6:30-6:55pm.

ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC
CHURCH, 1500 St. Benedict Drive, 
Yankton, Father Ken Lulf,  
664-6214 (church). Masses: SAT. 
5pm. SUN. 8:30am&10:30am.

Catholic
ST. BONIFACE CATHOLIC
CHURCH, Menominee, Neb., Rev. 
David Fulton, pastor. SUN. 8:30am 
Mass.

ST. BONIFACE CHURCH, rural 
Freeman/Idylewilde. December 
WEEKEND Mass Sundays @ 9am.

ST. COLUMBIA CHURCH, rural 
Irene/Mayfield. December WEEK-
END Mass Time, Sundays @ 10:30 
am.

ST. GEORGE CHURCH, Scotland, 
SD. December WEEKEND Mass 
Saturdays @5pm.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHO-
LIC, Lesterville. SUN. 10:30am 
Mass. Father Daniel Moris.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHO-
LIC, Fordyce, Neb. Rev. David Ful-
ton. SUN. 10:30am Mass.

ST. JOSEPHʼS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, Constance, Neb., Fr. 
David Fulton, pastor. SAT. Mass: 
7:30pm.

ST. PATRICKʼS CATHOLIC, Wak-
onda, Rev.  Scott Trayner, 
624-2697. SUN. 8:30am Mass.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA, Crofton, Neb. 
Fr. Michael Schmitz. SAT. Mass: 
8:00am & 5:30pm. SUN. Mass: 
8:30am. WED/FRI Masses: 
8:15am. Confessions: WED. 
11am-11:30am, SAT. 5-5:20pm.

ST. WENCESLAUS, Tabor, 
(605)463-2336. Father Daniel Mo-
ris. SAT. 7pm Mass. SUN. 8:30am 
Mass.

THE HOUSE OF MARY SHRINE, 
6-mi. W. Yankton, Hwy.52. Masses: 
Monday 8:30 through October. 
Masses Saturday 9:00 every Satur-
day. Rosary Sunday 4:00. Rosary 
4:00.  Open 7 days a week for 
prayer. thehouseofmaryshrine.org

Christian
KINGSWAY CHRISTIAN 
Church,19th&Burleigh, 665-6317. 
Joseph Mason, Pastor. 9am-SS; 
Worship 10:15am. Wed.- 7pm Kids 
for Christ/Adult Bible Study. 
www.kingswaychristianyankton.org

Church of Christ
CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1114 West 
12th, Yankton, 665-6379. SUN. 
9:30am Bible study; classes for all 
ages. 10:30am Worship.

Church of Jesus
Christ

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS, 2300 
Douglas, Yankton. Michael Maxwell 
(402)586-2645 Family History Ctr 
665-0901. SUN. 10am Sacrament 
meeting.

Episcopal
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
517 Douglas, Yankton. Rev. James 
Pearson, (605)665-2456. Decem-
ber 16 9:00am Serenity 10:15 Holy 
Eucharist and Children's Pageant 
with a visit by St. Nick. December 
19 noon Holy Eucharist. December 
23 9:00 am Serenity 10:15 Holy 
Eucharist and Sunday School. De-
cember 24 5:00pm Candlelight 
Holy Eucharist 11:00 pm Candle-
light Holy Eucharist. December 25 
enjoy Christmas Day with your 
loved ones.

Evangelical
Cornerstone Evangelical Church,
Pastor Oliver Omanson, Stewart 
Elementary School; Morning Serv-
ice 10 a.m. Wednesday College Bi-
ble Study 1306 Maple Street. Mike 
Stevens 665-8750.

EMMANUEL CHURCH Contact 
Pastor Dan (605)760-2052.   YMS, 
2000 Mulberry, Worship Service, 
Sunday 9:30am  www.emmanuely-
ankton.com (605)665-0404. 

Lutheran
CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN  
CHURCH NALC: 305 W. 25th, 
Yankton, 665-8848. Rev. Dani Jo 
Ninke. SUN: 8:30am & 10:45 Wor-
ship, 9:45 Sunday School.

FAITH UNITED LUTHERAN, 
44874 303rd St., Volin SD 57072, 
(605)267-2277.  SUN. Worship 
Services 9:30am.  Children’s Edu-
cation WED. Evening (WOW) 
6:30-7:30pm.

FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, AFLC 300 S. Carpenter 
St., Tripp. (605)935-6941 9:30am 
Sunday School; SUN. 10:45 Wor-
ship  firsthope@santel.net

GAYVILLE-BERGEN LUTHERAN 
Pastor Ralph Egbert. 
(605)267-4342 (church) Church: 
9:00am-GLC Worship, 10:15-SS, 
9:15am-BLC SS, 10:30am-BLC 
Worship.

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH,
AFLC 200 South Wilson, Delmont. 
(605)935-6941. SUN 9am Worship. 
10am Sunday school. 
firsthope@santel.net 

Lutheran
Martinus Lutheran Church, Utica. 
Pastor Dean Schroeder Sunday Di-
vine Service 10:30am 
(605)589-3195
www.MartinusLutheran.org

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN, ru-
ral Irene. 263-3724. SUN. 9am 
Worship.

OUR SAVIORʼS LUTHERAN,
LCMC/NALC,  Menno. Pastor 
Theresa Jacobson Office 
605-387-5241 Worship 9am, 
Brunch, SS 10:20am.

OUR SAVIORʼS LUTHERAN,
LCMS, 12th and Elm, Springfield. 
Rev. Kenneth Johnson, pastor. 
SUN. 8am Worship. 9am SS. 
THUR. 7pm Adult Bible study.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,  
Wisconsin Synod, 201 E. 25th 
Street, Yankton. Pastor Christian 
Sulzle, (605)665-4793. Sunday 
9:15 am Worship; 10:15 am Bible 
Study.1

South Dakota Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod, MAIN STREET 
LIVING television program, 10a.m. 
(CST) on KDLT-NBC; and 11a.m. 
(CST) on KAUN-PAX; and 10a.m. 
(MST) on KKRA-PAX.

St. John Lutheran Church, Tyn-
dall. Pastor Dean Schroeder. Sun-
day Divine Service: 8:30am 
(605)589-3195.
www.StJohnsTyndallLCMS.org 

ST. JOHNʼS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (LCMS), 1009 Jackson. 
David Gunderson, Pastor. SUN. 
8am Worship, 9:15am Education 
Hour, 10:30am Worship.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
403 Broadway, Yankton, 665-7415. 
Worship: Saturday-5:30, 
Sunday-8:15./10:45 a.m.; SS, 
classes,  Coffee 
fellowship-9:30a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH,
Hartington/Crofton, NE, Amanda 
Jertson pastor; (402)254-6606. 
SUN. 9am Worship (Hartington), 
10am SS (Hartington), 11am Wor-
ship (Crofton).

TRONDHJEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (AFLC), rural Volin. 
263-3841. SUN. 9:15am; 10:30am 
Worship. 

VANGEN LUTHERAN CHURCH,
Mission Hill. 665-5426. Worship 
9:30am. 

Non-Denominational
FAITH ALIVE, 501 Cedar St.,   
Yankton. 665-4797. Contemporary 
Worship & Family Values. SUN: 
10am  service. WED. 7pm Care-
Cells “Small Groups For Building 
Relationships” Various  Locations.

GLORY CHRISTIAN CENTER,
901 E 11th St.  Yankton. Gail 
Ryken, pastor, 665-2369. SUN. 
10am Service. WED. 6pm Prayer. 
GC School, call (605)665-1988.

Presbyterian
PEACE PRESBYTERIAN 
(PC/USA), 206 E. 31st. 665-0448. 
Rev. Dr. Nelson Stone & Rev. Mar-
ilyn Stone. Sun-10am worship, Cof-
fee to follow. SS for kids 10:30am. 
Aired at 8pm Fri. on Ch. 3 & 98.

Reformed
RIVERVIEW REFORMED, 17th St. 
& Burleigh, Rev. Rodney Veld-
huizen, pastor. 665-9204. SUN. 
9:30am Worship, 10:15am SS. 
WED. Youth group & adult choir.

Seventh-Day
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST, 722
Locust St., Yankton, 665-1032,  
Worship Services: Saturday 
9:30am & 11am. Pastor Nick Os-
born (605)760-7791. Yankton Fruit 
Program. yanktonfruitprogram.org

United Church
CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, Newcastle, 
Neb., 303 Highway 12, Rev. Gary 
Kimm, pastor. SAT. 6PM Church 
school, 7PM Worship. Second 
THUR. 2PM Ladies Aid.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
301 W. Franklin, Hartington, NE, 
(402) 254-6563 or 664-5310, Rev. 
Gary Kimm, pastor. SUN. 8:15am 
Church school, 9am Worship.

PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL 
UCC, 103 S. Elm St., Coleridge, 
Neb., (402) 283-4824 or 664-5310, 
Rev. Gary Kimm, pastor. SUN. 
9:30am Church School, 10:30am 
Worship.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST,
(Congregational) 210 West 5th St., 
Yankton. (605)665-7320 Dr. Rich-
ard W. Jensen, Pastor. SUN.-10am 
Worship, 11am-Fellowship, 
11:05am Church School. 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Crofton, Neb., 412 W. Main St., 
(402)388-4124, Pastor Les Par-
menter. SUN. 10:00am Worship.

United Methodist
FIRST UNITED METHODIST,
Yankton. Rev. Ron Johnson Pas-
tor. 665-2991. Sunday, Contempo-
rary Worship 9:00; Trad. 10:30.
Childcare 8:45-11:45. 8:30 UM
Hour, KYNT.

GAYVILLE-VOLIN UNITED METH-
ODIST, Rick Pittenger, pastor.
624-2179.   9am Worship Service.
10:00am Sunday School.

WAKONDA, IRENE, VIBORG,
UNITED METHODIST, Pastor Mark
Gronseth. SUN. 8:30am Worship at
Wakonda; 9:45am Worship at
Irene; 11am Worship at Viborg.

KYNT 1450 AM
Radio

KYNT 1450 AM Radio SAT.
10:30am “Saturday Morning Live.”
SUN. 8:30am United Methodist
Hour. 9:05am “God’s Good News.”
9:30am St. John’s Lutheran Church

WNAX 570 AM Radio
WNAX 570 AM Radio. Lutheran
Shows-6:30am, 8am, 11am. Wings
of Healing-7:30am. Words of Hope
8:30am. Prov. Ref. Church-8:45am.
Voice of Prop.-9:30am. Hr. of Hope
10am.ChristianCrusaders-10:30am.

MIX 106 FM Radio
CLASSIC HITS 106 KVHT FM Ra-
dio SUN.-THUR. 10:05PM “Family
Radio Rosary” with Bishop Robert
Carlson.

ESPN Radio 1570
ESPN RADIO 1570 SUN. 10:30AM
Trinity Lutheran Church, Vermillion,
worship.

Knology
KNOLOGY. MON. 6:30pm St.
John’s Lutheran; 7:30pm Calvary
Baptist. TUE. 6:30pm Trinity Lu-
theran. WED. 6:30pm Antioch Bap-
tist; 7:30pm Grace Bible. THUR.
8pm Assembly of God. FRI. 7pm
United Church of Christ; 8pm
Peace Presbyterian.

Read & Recycle!

Read & Recycle!

BY JEFF KUNERTH
© 2012, Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, Fla. — On the shelves in the gift
shop of Maitland, Fla.,’s Ohev Shalom syna-
gogue are menorahs made of metal, hand-
painted ceramic, wire and glass, including
some that look like circus tents and toy trains.
There are dreidels as large as cookie jars and
as small as a pair of dice.

Some of the menorahs are functional, capa-
ble of being lighted to celebrate Hanukkah.
Some of the dreidels — four-sided tops — will
be used during Hanukkah by children playing
a traditional game using foil-wrapped choco-
late coins as currency.

But other pieces will be added to collec-
tions as art and decoration, joining those that
have been handed down through generations
as family heirlooms.

“They aren’t just religious. They are pieces
of art and part of your religious heritage you
can pass down to your children,” said Mau-
reen Perlstein, who keeps a small collection of
souvenir and gifted menorahs in her Cassel-
berry home.

The collections of menorahs and dreidels
are on display in many Jewish homes. Two ta-
bles set up in the living room of Barry and
Penny Gold’s home display her collection of 31
menorahs.

The Lake Mary, Fla., couple began collect-
ing menorahs when they married 41 years ago.
Included in the collection is the simple metal
menorah used by Barry’s grandmother and
passed down through the generations.

Back when his grandmother bought the
piece in Brooklyn, menorahs were purchased
at a hardware store like a hammer or a saw.

And every family owned just one.
“It’s not like it is now. You had one menorah

in the home and you used it over and over,”
said Barry, 64.

There were no menorah collections be-
cause there was nothing to collect, said Penny
Gold. Now, there are thousands to choose
from through online stores, shops that special-
ize in Judaica and even places like T.J. Maxx.

Mardi Shader has volunteered in the Ohev
Shalom gift shop for nearly 20 years, long be-
fore the congregation moved into its large
Maitland temple more than a year ago.

She has her own collection of menorahs
and dreidels that have spread throughout her
Longwood home, occupying the shelves of her
living room, a cabinet in her bedroom, a shelf
in her media room and the counters of her
kitchen.

There are lots of menorahs and dreidels
available for purchase on the Web. But there is
something about holding a symbol of your
faith in your hands that draws people to the
gift shop in the front lobby of the synagogue.

“They want to come somewhere they can
touch things. They want to feel it,” Shader
said. “They want to see if it’s something they
want.”

In the Golds’ collection, there’s a menorah
adorned with little metal suits and dresses
that reminds Penny of her father’s clothing
store for women. There’s one with an immi-
grant family and the Statue of Liberty that re-
minds Barry and Penny of their grandparents,
who arrived from Poland and Russia.

There are menorahs given to their children
over the years with their names and dates
written on the bottom. And there are odd and
whimsical menorahs, like the ones with Disney

characters or the piece made to look like a
child’s playground with swings and a slide.

“I like funky ones, so many of them are
unique and fun,” said Gold. “Every year I get
one from someone, but I think they know I’m
particular and that I like to shop myself.”

In Nancy Ludin’s Maitland home, her collec-
tion of dreidels resides in a curio cabinet with
other pieces of Judaica. Included in the collec-
tion is a dreidel that belonged to her mother-
in-law and some that belonged to her sons
when they were young.

The dreidels contain a Jewish letter on
each side that stands for “a great miracle hap-
pened here,” in reference to the victory of the
Jewish Maccabees over the Greeks nearly
2,200 years ago. The menorah’s eight candles
represent the miracle of a lamp kept lit by the
Maccabee soldiers for eight days with only a
small amount of oil.

Ludin’s collection is intentionally small —
fewer than two dozen — and includes sou-
venirs from her travels. There’s one from a
visit to Israel, and another from the
Netherlands.

She has resisted the collector’s mentality of
adding new pieces every year or encouraging
the gifting of dreidels from friends and
relatives.

She has seen what happens to treasured
collections when the collector passes away.
Her father-in-law was a true collector whose
descendants had no interest in inheriting his
lifetime of acquisitions.

“The truth is that someone else’s collection
is like clutter to you,” Ludin said. “We stopped
collecting, but I still get excited when I see a
cute dreidel.” 

Hanukkah Collections Showcase Deep Faith

VATICAN CITY (AP) — The Vati-
can has happily accepted a do-
nated Nativity scene for St. Peter’s
Square this Christmas after a previ-
ous setup costing (euro) 550,000
($717,000) was exposed by the em-
barrassing scandal over leaked Vati-
can documents. 

Monsignor Giuseppe Sciacca,
the No. 2 administrator of the Vati-
can city state, told reporters Thurs-
day that the Vatican was spending
just (euro) 21,800 for labor and
costs to mount the scene that will
be unveiled Dec. 24, hours before
Pope Benedict XVI celebrates Mid-
night Mass. The Italian region of
Basilicata — one of Italy’s poorest
— provided the scene after raising
nearly (euro) 90,000 from corporate
and other sponsors. 

Basilicata regional officials and
their sponsors were rewarded with
a full-court Vatican press confer-
ence Thursday where the head of
the Vatican Museums extolled the
natural marvels of the southern re-
gion, urging tourists to visit, and

Sciacca thanked Basilicata for its
generosity in tough economic
times. 

One of the most damaging docu-
ments leaked during the so-called
Vatileaks scandal was a letter from
Sciacca’s predecessor complaining
that the Vatican was losing millions
of euros on corruption and unnec-
essary expenses such as the 2009
Nativity scene which cost (euro)
550,000. 

The predecessor, Archbishop
Carlo Maria Vigano, boasted in an
April 4, 2011 letter to Benedict that
he had trimmed the cost for the
2010 edition to a mere (euro)
300,000. He was subsequently
named the Vatican’s ambassador to
Washington, a move he saw as pun-
ishment for having stepped on too
many toes in his cost-cutting
initiatives. 

Sciacca said that by accepting a
donated scene this year, the Vatican
was saving some (euro) 180,000
over the 2011 edition — and said he
already had an offer for 2013. 

Vatican Austerity Means
Donated Nativity Scene


