
the hysteria going on in the school
office, a teacher said. Teachers
locked their doors and ordered
children to huddle in a corner or
hide in closets as shots echoed
through the building.

Authorities gave no details on
exactly how the attack unfolded,
but police radio traffic indicated
the shooting lasted only a few min-
utes. State police Lt. Paul Vance
said officers arrived instanta-
neously, immediately entered the
school, searched it completely and
found Lanza dead.

In addition to the 20 children,
six adults were killed at the school;
the principal was believed to be
among the dead. A woman who
worked at Sandy Hook Elementary
was wounded.

A law enforcement official
speaking on condition of anonymity
said investigators believe Lanza at-
tended the school several years
ago but appeared to have no recent
connection to the place.

At least one parent said Lanza’s
mother was a substitute teacher
there. But her name did not appear
on a staff list. And the law enforce-
ment official said investigators
were unable to establish any con-
nection so far between her and the
school.

Lanza’s older brother, 24-year-
old Ryan, of Hoboken, N.J., was
being questioned, but a law en-
forcement official said he was not
believed to have had a role in the
rampage. Investigators were
searching his computers and phone
records, but he told law enforce-
ment he had not been in touch with
his brother since about 2010. 

The officials spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity because they
were not authorized to discuss the
unfolding investigation.

At one point, a law enforcement
official mistakenly identified the
gunman as Ryan Lanza. Brett
Wilshe, a friend of Ryan Lanza’s,
said Lanza told him the gunman
may have had his identification.
Ryan Lanza apparently posted
Facebook page updates Friday af-
ternoon that read, “It wasn’t me”
and “I was at work.”

Robert Licata said his 6-year-old

son was in class when the gunman
burst in and shot the teacher.
“That’s when my son grabbed a
bunch of his friends and ran out the
door,” he said. “He was very brave.
He waited for his friends.”

He said the shooter didn’t utter
a word.

Stephen Delgiadice said his 8-
year-old daughter heard two big
bangs. Teachers told her to get in a
corner, he said. “It’s alarming, espe-
cially in Newtown, Connecticut,
which we always thought was the
safest place in America,” he said.
His daughter was uninjured.

Theodore Varga was in a meet-
ing with other fourth-grade teach-
ers when he heard the gunfire. He
said someone had turned on the in-
tercom so that “you could hear
people in the office. You could hear
the hysteria that was going on. I
think whoever did that saved a lot
of people. Everyone in the school
was listening to the terror that was
transpiring.” 

Also, a custodian ran around,
warning people there was someone
with a gun, Varga said.

“He said, ‘Guys! Get down!
Hide!”’ Varga said. “So he was actu-
ally a hero.” The teacher said he
did not know if the custodian sur-
vived.

stated. “This job has been so re-
warding, and it’s because of the
people and their volunteering, giv-
ing and commitment to the com-
munity.”

Taking Kettering’s place at
United Way will be Lauren Hanson,
who had been serving as the ad-
ministrative assistant for the organ-
ization. The two have worked hand
in hand since the latter was hired
in August to take over as executive
director.

Kettering said she is comfort-
able leaving United Way in the
hands of Hanson and the United
Way board members.

“Having Lauren here for a cou-
ple of years so she can see how
everything operates and get to
know the community — that has
helped ease this step into retire-
ment tremendously,” she stated.

Hanson said Kettering has been
a great mentor and role model for
her during the past two years.

“Being able to learn from Pam
while I was new to the community

is something I am extremely grate-
ful for,” she stated. “The United
Way and Volunteer Services Board
of Directors and myself are so
thankful to Pam for her passion
and dedication to the organization
and to the community.”

Kettering and her husband,
Don, moved to Yankton in 1976.
They both grew up in Brentford,
which is located south of Ab-
erdeen.

“Yankton feels like home and
has for many years,” she stated.

Looking back, Kettering said
she can still recall her first day on
the job at United Way. 

“I was supposed to write a press
release, and I’d never done it be-
fore,” she said. “I didn’t know
where to begin!”

At the time, Kettering was
breaking new ground. She had been
with the Volunteer and Information
Center and, when the United Way
director left, the two organizations
consolidated and made Kettering
the executive director. That oc-

curred in June 1992.
During the last 20 years, the

staff of United Way has grown, as
has its responsibilities. It currently
provides funding for 20 community
agencies and also assists other pro-
grams and initiatives.

Kettering said the work she has
done in the meantime has been re-
warding — and has at times re-
quired a good deal of patience.

“Yankton Transit is one of our
major collaborations we worked on
to meet community needs,” she re-
called. “I can’t remember how
many organizations were sitting
around the table to try and provide
transportation so people could get
to their jobs or to get shopping
done. They didn’t have any other
option than the taxi service, and
the expense of that was beyond
their budget. It took two or three
years to get that going, and now
look at it.”

One issue that Kettering has
been a part of and still wants to be
a part of moving forward is more

oversight of Yankton’s daycare
providers. The issue has come be-
fore the City Commission on a cou-
ple occasions.

“I think registration for home
child care providers is very impor-
tant to the safety of kids,” Kettering
said. “I will continue to work with
that.” 

Though she is retiring, don’t ex-
pect Kettering to disappear from
community activities. She plans to
continue serving on some boards
and will be the interim director for
the Yankton Area Mental Wellness
Conference.

“This community is too impor-
tant to me to just drop everything,”
Kettering said. “I think it is impor-
tant to stay involved. You look at
all the retired people in this com-
munity and everything they do. If
they weren’t out volunteering, we’d
look a whole lot different.”

You can follow Nathan John-
son on Twitter at
twitter.com/AnInlandVoyage

 2100 Broadway
 Yankton, SD
 665-3412

 What’s For Dinner?
   Hy-Vee Kitchen Daily Specials

 T U E S D AY  N I G H T

 2-PIECE 
 CHICKEN DINNER

 $ 4 00

 M O N D AY  N I G H T

 ITALIAN NIGHT 

 W E D N E S D AY  N I G H T

 HOT TURKEY 
 SANDWICH

 $ 3 00

 T H U R S D AY  N I G H T

 CHINESE EXPRESS 
 2 ENTREE MEAL

 $ 5 00

 F R I D AY  N I G H T

 BIG BOB’S 
 COD DINNER

 $ 5 00

 S AT U R D AY  N I G H T

 6-INCH SUB & 
 CUP OF SOUP

 $ 5 00

 S U N D AY  N I G H T

 1/2 LB. BURGER 
 WITH FRIES

 $ 3 00

 served 
 4-8pm

 $ 3 00 2 PIECES OF 
 PIZZA & 1 

 BREADSTICK

 F U R N I T U R E  
 & F L O O R I N G
 Downtown Yankton & Sioux City

 www.hatchfurniture.com

 109 East Third, Yankton
 605-665-4416 • 800-798-4663
 M-F 10-6, Sat. 10-5
 Evenings by Appointment

 FREE TV OR FIREPLACE!

 Limit one TV offer per household. Excludes clearance items, flooring and MSRP items. Limited quantit ies. While supplies last.

 FREE  42” TV 
 or FIREPLACE

 with purchase of    $ 2499

 FREE  50” TV 
 or FIREPLACE

 with purchase of    $ 3499

 FREE  32” TV 
 or FIREPLACE

 with purchase of    $ 1499

 Discover the details that make Flexsteel 
 beauty more than skin deep. The uniquely 
 comfortable blue steel seat spring that’s 
 at the heart of Flexsteel furniture and
 you can’t find it anywhere else.
 Once you experience the 
 long-lasting comfort it provides, 
 you’ll see why so many people 
 won’t sit still for anything less. 
 Naturally, it’s covered by our lifetime warranty.

 Year-End Closeout On All 
 Discontinued Floor Samples

Avera Medical Group Ear, Nose & Throat Yankton is 
pleased to welcome Board Certified Otolaryngologist 
David V. Wagner, M.D., FACS to their medical staff.

Dr. Wagner joins Matt Rumsey, AuD, CCC-A in
providing top quality care to the Yankton region.

YANKTON’S EAR, NOSE & THROAT EXPERTS

Call (605) 665-6820 for an appointment.

Schedule appointments 
before the end of the year 
to take full advantage of 
your insurance benefits.

Dr. David V. Wagner

Matt Rumsey

 JOIN US!
 Tuesday, Dec. 18th, 2012

 @ 7pm
 For a special lecture on the 

 Natural Options for Infertile 
 Couples

 Minerva’s Grill & Bar • 1607 East Hwy 50

 Call 605-665-4284   To Reserve Your Seat
 Dr. Scott Plath has practiced in Yankton for 34 years. He is a Certified Industrial Consultant, Cert ified Med X Rehab 

 technician and a fellow of Applied  Spinal Biomechanical Engineering  and is a member of their advisory board.
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