
periences of others. Those who ig-
nore the past generally wind up re-
peating it. Never give up.” 

9. There is no such thing as a
self-made person. “You got here
through the help of a lot of par-
ents, spouses, teachers, preachers,
friends and Scout leaders,” he said.

8. The harder you work towards
a goal, amazingly, the luckier you
get. Gilbertson noted that he is
struck by the accomplishments of
some of USD’s best-known gradu-
ates, ranging from Neuharth and
Robbie, to Ernest Lawrence, Tom
Brokaw, and Joe Foss. “Every one
of these individuals gives credit to
USD as one of the primary founda-
tions for their success,” he said. 

7. Always treat others the way
you want to be treated, or suffer
the consequences.

6. Life is not always fair. “In fact,
if I can give you a guarantee today,
it will be that life is not fair,”
Gilbertson said.

5. Learn to appreciate and care
for the finest things in life, which
are often free. “A friend of mine is
fond of saving, as we both look at a
sunset going down over a lake we
both love, ‘God’s not making any
more shoreline these days.’ What
we have, we have to protect, and
we have to take care of it,” he said.

4. As Dorothy told Toto in the
Wizard of Oz, “Toto, there’s no
place like home.” Gilbertson said
USD can be justly proud of it 150
years of training leaders for the
state, nation and world. “Gradu-
ates, I would ask you to consider
staying in South Dakota. I did, and
I’ve never regretted it,” he said.

3. Strive to achieve a balance in

your life. “While work is important,
take time to smell the roses and
enjoy life. Family should come
first. No one, on his or her
deathbed, was ever heard to say
they wished they had spent more
time at the office,” Gilbertson said.

2. Learn the skill of listening.
Listen instead of talk. “I don’t know
of anyone who ever got into trou-
ble by listening,” he said, “but I
know a lot of people who got into
trouble by not listening or by talk-
ing.”

1. “When I was in high school,
and had assured myself that I had
learned everything I needed to
know for life to be a howling suc-

cess, I came out the door one day,
and here was my mother on her
hands and knees, planting flow-
ers,” Gilbertson said. “I looked at
her said, ‘Why are you doing this?
This is a parsonage; we don’t own
it; we will never own it. Why don’t
you go inside where it’s cool?’

Gilbertson said her mother
replied, “I’ve never owned a
home, and I may never own a
home, but every place I’ve lived,
I’ve always tried to leave it a little
nicer than I found it. Graduates,
may we take a clue from this.
Wherever you wind up, may you
leave it a little nicer than you
found it.” 

them personally, professionally
and academically,” Reese said. “I
encourage students to use writing
as a form of thinking and as a mean
to take part in public discussions.”

Reese’s speech began with a
light-hearted poem that he and fel-
low professors Rich Lofthus and
Dana De Witt crafted toward stu-
dents. 

Entitled “Composition 103: No

Shoes Required,” the poem details
how students like DVD’s more than
books and the way they arrive to
class (down to the Victoria’s Se-
cret “I Love Pink” pajama bottoms
and a cowboy with a holster for his
BlackBerry).

A simple question from a stu-
dent in the front of the class —
“Are we supposed to be taking
notes on this?” — prompts a pop
quiz with four choices to describe
the basis for the Hundred Year’s
War. The first three choices are log-
ical ones, but the fourth is a long-
winded answer about how
professors surrender control of the
classroom.

Professors, Reese read, “finally
recognizing the unalienable rights
of students to text 24 hours a day,
seven days a week as a natural
right, based on loose construction
of Thomas Jefferson’s pursuit of
happiness clause in the Declara-
tion of Independence.” The result,
the poem says, is a “dramatic de-
cline in the production and sale of
hooded sweatshirts across all of
Christendom.”

The punch line to the poem is
when one student finally breaks
the silence with the question, “Is
this supposed to be some kind of
joke? History? I didn’t sign up for
that.”

Following the conferring of de-
grees, Betty Bisgard from the
Mount Marty Alumni Association
talked to the graduates about
being active alumni members. She
also added, “Please be generous
with us.”

Also at Saturday’s ceremony,
Teresa Hoffman of Grand Island,
Neb., was presented with the
Agatha Hodgins Award. The award
is presented to a nurse anesthesia
student who has “excelled academ-
ically and clinically.”

You can follow Jeremy Hoeck
on Twitter at twitter.com/jhoeck
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Temperatures will be at or above 
average today and tomorrow.  
Cooler weather and some light 
snowfall is possible on Wednes-
day.
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75 YEARS AGO 
Friday, December 17, 1937

• The office of County Treasurer J.J.
Goetz will start the annual tax sale of
property in the county on Monday but it
is not known exactly how many descrip-
tions will be offered in the sale. Since
the publication of the delinquent tax list
in official newspapers of the county,
some 70 descriptions have been taken
off the list through payment of the tax
due.

• A large number of parents and oth-
ers from Yankton and vicinity witnessed
the presentation of the pageant “A Mys-
tery of Christmas” by the fourth, fifth,
sixth, seventh and eighth grade school
children from Central and Garfield
schools at the high school auditorium
last night.

50 YEARS AGO
Monday, December 17, 1962

• East River deer hunting success is
expected to be high this year although
it may run a little lower than last year’s
86 percent hunter success, the state
Game, Fish and Parks department said
Saturday.

• Yankton JV’s fell to the Volin Blue-
jays here Saturday night 54 to 32. Volin
led 26 to 12, at halftime. Leman Olson
with 15 and Ron Freng with 11 were the
top scorers for Volin while Dean Shoe-
maker and John Thompson tallied six
each for Yankton. 

25 YEARS AGO 
Thursday, December 17, 1987
• The city of Menno will no longer be

involved in the sale of liquor, neither on-
nor off-sale, as the result of a special
election held Tuesday. “As of December
31, our liquor license expires and we
won’t be able to renew it.” said Don
Woehl, city treasurer. Menno residents
voted on two liquor measures —
whether to renew the city’s off-sale li-
cense and whether to renew the on-sale
license. “Both were voted out” Woehl
said.

• Show-and-tell is an important ac-
tivity for kindergartners of Sacred Heart
School. Recently, Tommy Hoebelhein-
rich, 5 asked his dad, Ken, if he could
bring one of his tools to school for show-
-and-tell. He did this week, and it was
more than a hammer. Ken brought a dy-
nalift, which can lift up to 5,000 pounds
to a height of 39 feet. Kindergartners
are impressed by the maneuvers
Tommy’s dad can perform with the ma-
chine.

SATURDAY’S RESULTS
DAKOTA CASH: 07-10-12-25-29
HOT LOTTO: 03-20-21-24-39, Hot Ball: 4
POWERBALL: 15-23-40-44-55, Power-

ball: 14
WILD CARD 2: 04-05-16-29-31, Wild

Card: JH
MYDAY: Month: 12, Day: 6, Year: 67

2 BY 2: Red Balls: 3-8, White Balls: 2-18
PICK 3: 8-7-6
PICK 5: 15-20-30-31-32. Estimated

jackpot: $102,000

SUNDAY’S RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 15-26, White Balls:

21-24

Fire Damages Rural Irene House
IRENE — A rural Irene home was heavily damaged by a fire that

broke out Saturday morning.
According to reports, the fire was called in at approximately 9:30

a.m. The Wakonda Fire Department initially responded to the call,
with units from Irene and Viborg later summoned.

There were no other details at press time. Fire officials were work-
ing to determine a cause for the blaze.

Open House For Kettering Slated Tuesday
A farewell open house for Pam Kettering, who is retiring as direc-

tor of the Yankton United Way & Volunteer Services, will be held from
noon-4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 18, at the Nonprofit Center, 610 W 23rd St.,
Yankton. Cake and coffee will be served. The public is invited to at-
tend.

Deadline For FEMA Program Funds Looms
SIOUX FALLS — The Federal Emergency Management Agency

(FEMA) has announced that $250,000 has been awarded to South
Dakota by the Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP) to sup-
plement food, shelter, rent, mortgage, and utility assistance pro-
grams for people with non-disaster related emergencies. 

Funding will be allocated to Local Recipient Organizations
(LRO’s) by the State Set-Aside Committee using a formula based on
current unemployment, food insecurity and poverty data from the
entire state. The Local Boards of each LRO will then determine how
those funds will be distributed to qualified agencies in the counties
that they oversee.

Public or private voluntary agencies interested in applying for
Emergency Food and Shelter Program funds must: 1) be non-profit 2)
have accounting capabilities 3) practice non-discrimination 4)
demonstrate ability to deliver emergency food and/or shelter serv-
ices 5) convene a voluntary board (if a private entity). 

Agencies interested in applying for funding can contact Matt
Gassen, the State Set-Aside Committee Chair, at (605) 335-0364 for in-
formation on where to apply for funding. Current participating LRO’s
are not required to re-apply for funding during this phase, but should
notify the State Set-Aside committee if they are considering changing
their status as an LRO.

Deadline for applications is no later than Dec. 21.

Yankton Scrabble Tournament Jan. 27
The third annual Yankton Scrabble Tournament will be held Sun-

day, Jan. 27, at The Center, 900 Whiting Drive. The tourney runs from
1-4 p.m.

The event is sponsored by the Yankton Area Literacy Council.
For more information, contact Bev Calvert at 605-665-3048 or

yalc@iw.net, or visit www.yanktonunited way.org.
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