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“It’s beginning to smell a lot like
Christmas ...”
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ZITS | JERRY SCOTT AND JIM BORGMAN

corry Y THIS COUCH 1S
GUE. , BOOKEDFOR
THE EVENING.

YO KNOW WHAT THEY SAl:
FOSSESSION IS NINE-TENTHS
OF THE LAW.

MY BUTT NEVER
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WENT TOLAW
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I KNEW
WE COULD
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PEANUTS | CHARLES M. SCHULZ
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T DON'T UNDERSTAND IT..,

WWW.SnoopY.com

HOW COME SOME PEOPLE GET NO
CHRISTMAS CARDS WHILE OTHER
PEOPLE GET A WHOLE LOT OF THEM?

SOME OF US HAVE MORE FRIENDS

THAT'S WHAT
GRANDFATHERS
ARE FOR.

CAN'T TELL YOU
HOowW MUCH T
APPRECIATE

BLONDIE | YOUNG & DRAKE

BUT HONEYMOON, YOU REALIZE
THIS HAS TO BE KEPT SECRET.
NO ONE MUST EVER KNOW.

POP POF, NONE OF MY
CLASSMATES EVEN KNOWS T
HAVE A WRIST WIZARD.

I'D LIKE TO HAVE THIS [ WHAT'S
@'T-WR’APPED THE

QPOINT?

© 2012 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved

IT'S PROBABLY THE WRONG SIZE,
THE WRONG COL.OR, OR THE WRONG
SOMETHING AND WILL END UP BEING
[~ EXCHANGED
ANYWAY!

www.Blondie.com

NEW GAL IN GIFT WRAP,
DION'T yOuU?

GARFIELD, WHY
DON'T YOO TAKE A NICE,
LOOONG NAP?

T DAVES 12119

© 2012 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.
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BEETLE BAILEY | MORT WALKER

CANTI SEE
THE GENERAL?Z

©2012 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved

IF YOU LOOK OUT
THE WINDOW, YOU
MIGHT CATCH A QUICK
GLIMPSE OF HIM

Woman Deep |

n Love Triangle

Has Trouble Thinking Straight

DEAR ABBY: I am a 31-year-old, never-married
mother of two. Last summer I started having an affair
with “Jordan,” the father of my first child. He left me
when our daughter was a year old and has been en-
gaged for three years in an on-again, off-
again relationship.

[ could give you excuses about why
the affair started up again, but the truth
is we both knew it was wrong and con-
tinued to do it anyway. I never stopped
loving him and I thought it would bring
him back to me.

Today I found out from Jordan’s fi-
ancee that they have set their wedding
date for next spring. She said they
would like for me to come. As if it
wouldn’t be painful enough to go to the
wedding, his fiancee has also asked me
to do her hair for the occasion. (I'm a
hairstylist.)

Abby, Jordan and I are still having an
affair. I want to tell her, but I don’t want
him to hate me. I believe this wedding
is a big mistake for many reasons, not
just the obvious. Please give me some
outside advice. — CAN'T HELP MYSELF
IN OHIO

DEAR CAN'T HELP YOURSELF: OK,
the first thing to do is wake up, smell
the coffee and accept that resuming the

DEAR ABBY

Jeanne Phillips

H Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los An-
geles, CA 90069.

years and I love him very much, but [ am no longer
“in love” with him. Somehow along the way the spark
has fizzled.

We have a wonderful family and have been
through so much together. [ don’t want
a divorce. | want to make our marriage
work, and so does he. So how do I get
my spark back? — SPARKLESS IN
TEXAS

DEAR SPARKLESS: That you and
your husbhand want your marriage to
work means it is capable of being re-
suscitated. While you didn’t give any
details, it is possible that you have
been “through so much” that it didn’t
allow you to concentrate on each other.
Exhaustion and distraction can cause a
spark to fizzle.

A way to reignite it would be to
spend more time alone together, partic-
ipate in activities you both enjoy, and
make time on a regular basis to talk,
relax and touch each other. And if nec-
essary, enlist the services of a licensed
marriage counselor.

DEAR ABBY: My sister relinquished
custody of her kids in a divorce 30
years ago. [ recently made contact with
them to re-establish lost ties. The con-

sexual relationship with Jordan has not
had the desired effect. He WILL be marrying some-
one else.

Next, concentrate on saving yourself and waste
no more of your time on him — that is, if you would
like a permanent, monogamous relationship with
someone. Jordan has given you ample proof that he
is incapable of being faithful to one woman.

And last, tell his fiancee that you do not plan to
attend the wedding or do her hair because you are in
love with Jordan and have been sleeping with him
since last summer.

DEAR ABBY: I have known my husband for seven

tact I made with the daughter has been
a wonderful success. The other resulted in complete
— and understandable — rejection.

Now my sister, who didn’t want to open the door,
blames me for her heartache because her son re-
jected her. Was I wrong for bringing at least one of
them back into the family? — SISTER IN THE SOUTH

DEAR SISTER: Because you did it over your sis-
ter’s objections, I think you were. While the daughter
seems interested in establishing contact — at least
for now — your sister has now “lost” her son TWICE.
And if the daughter eventually backs off, your sister
will be zero for two.

© 2012, Universal Press Syndicate

ACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

EDITOR’S NOTE: Bigar’s Stars is based on the de-
gree of your sun at birth. The sign name is simply a label
astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For
best results, readers should refer to the dates following
each sign.

A baby born today has a Sun in Sagittarius and a
Moon in Pisces if born before 11:43 p.m. (PST). After-
ward, the Moon will be in Aries.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR WEDNESDAY, DEC. 19, 2012:

This year you often are inspired to live out a dream or
go for what you really want. Sometimes this path can be
confusing. Friends and family who are observing you
might become cynical. Don’t worry -- you know what you
are doing. If you are single, you could be drawn to a
Capricorn or a very strong-willed individual. Working out
this relationship might be important, but only you can
make that decision. If you are attached, share more of
your newfound inspiration by living it. ARIES can be a bull
in a china shop.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have: 5-Dy-
namic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19)

% %% You might react in a resistant manner to some-
one’s proposal. Whether it is good or bad, think about the
consequences that your reactions might bring. Take a
stand, but explain your reasoning behind it. Pressure
could build as a result. Tonight: Off to the gym.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20)

%% %% Act quickly, or you could miss out on an im-
portant opportunity. A conversation with an adviser points
to making a more solid decision about present facts. You
might have strong feelings for a new friend. If you are not
ready to share, don'’t. Tonight: Take some personal time.

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20)

%% % Zero in on a goal. The unexpected sur-
rounds a revelation, which allows you to move forward. A
partner or loved one supports and even pushes you to-
ward the finish line. Tension builds until you opt to jump
right in and go for it. Tonight: Only where your friends are.

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22)

%% %% % Others look up to you. A surprising event
occurs, which will force you to regroup. Understanding
evolves after a conversation. You might not like how as-
sertive a friend or loved one is, but at least this person
gets the action moving. Tonight: To the wee hours.

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22)

% %% % Work with a partner directly. Unusual informa-
tion could toss your thinking into "revamp” mode. Verify

that what you are hearing is legitimate and factual. Appre-
ciate someone’s efforts, and say "thank you” in a way that
he or she can hear. Tonight: Only where there is music.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22)

% %% % Others dominate the scene and want control.
That's OK -- you have other fish to fry. While others ex-
press their power, you might have some extra time off to
go holiday shopping. A loved one lets you know that he or
she expects more time with you. Tonight: Remain sensi-
tive to a friend.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-0CT. 22)

%% %% Easy works, but not everyone is in agreement
with you. A family member knows how to push you hard.
Your options are: fight, go along with his or her demands,
or flee the scene. It is your decision. Honor your needs,
even if one of them is to buy this person a muzzle!
Tonight: Get some extra R and R.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21)

% % %% You might want to move past a problem involving
someone talking too much. You already have tried to isolate your-
self by screening calls. How creative can you be in teling some-
one you don't want to hear any more, and not damage your
bond? Tonight: Silence is nice.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21)

% %% Tension easily could get the best of you. Do you
feel as if someone is dragging you down? You suddenly
might decide to toss the shackles and free yourself, which
could result in a mouth-gaping audience. Ultimately, does
this act serve you? Tonight: Put your feet up and relax.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19)

%% % You might be coming off stronger than you re-
alize. If someone backs away, he or she probably has
good reason. A little softness goes a long way. Go for a
walk. Reduce high energy to a level that’s easier to man-
age. Respond to a close friend. Tonight: Relax with a pal.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18)

%% % % You can flex your budget, or you could con-
sider robbing Peter to pay Paul. The best solution would
be to pare down remaining gifts. Brainstorm with a friend.
Remember that it isn’t the cost, but the thought that
counts. Tonight: Rethink your shopping list.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20)

% % % % You can try positive thinking, but that might
not bring you what you want. It is too late to write to
Santa. Go out, and lasso in exactly what you would like.
Someone appreciates your directness and finds it flatter-
ing. Tonight: Keep wishing on a star, but only if you must.

© 2012, King Feature Syndicate

BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT
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FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE | LYNN JOHNSTON

WHEN IS DOT'S IS THERE
FRIEND GOING

TO LEAVE?

A PROBLEMY
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THE BORN LOSER | ART SANSOM

PONE OF THE BEST TRINGS ABOUTY
THIS TIME. OF YEAR. 1S THE SCENT
B OF A CHRISTMAS TREE
OINTHE
HOLSE!S X

(&*{ CJ‘&\? 12/‘9 www. gocomics com/the-born-loser

TS LIKE A STROLL THROUGH N\Tl

EVERGREEN FOREST! DONT

]

SHE'S WAITING FOR ME
UNDER THE MISTLETOE!
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PAOT PARTICULARLY — MY TREE ¥

SMELLS MORE LIKE ATOUR
zem THROUGH A PLASTICS

FACTORY !
\ % D“—Y/

CRREFUL , ELIZABETH -
THERE'S BROKEN
GLASS IN TRERE !

| DON’ SEE
ANYFING BOKEN .

WRKE UF MICHREL !
—HEY, WHAT'S
INNA BOX P

© 2012 Lynn Johnston Productions Inc./ Dist. By Universal Uclick
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TRERES AN ANGEL (N
THERE - AND SHE'S
BROKEN INTO THRE!
PIECES,
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MOTHER GOOSE AND GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

7TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS
DARN. THIS 15
THE FIFTH
CHRISTMAS
DRESS THAT
DOESNT FIT.

«NEITHER DOES
THIS ONE, OR

THIS ONE!




