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rations.

tree and gave it to Dorothy.

Dorothy, and asked what she wanted for
Christmas. She pointed to the 60-foot ever-
green tree outside her car window and said
she wanted that — but with lights and deco-

So Dale obliged. He found out who owned
the land and bought it, then decorated the

That was 20 years ago. Today, the mas-
sive evergreen adorned annually since 1992

tors.

of dollars to the city.

thropic work.

with thousands of lights stands as a Christ-
mas symbol for Sioux Falls residents and visi-

For those who knew the Weirs, it also
honors a husband and wife who donated
countless hours and hundreds of thousands

“That tree symbolizes all the love they
had,” said Candy Hanson, president of the
Sioux Falls Area Community Foundation,
who knew the couple through their philan-

lenge like that.”

“I don’t believe she thought he would do
it, but Dale would always rise to the chal-

For the first few years, the Weirs kept it a
secret that they were the ones decorating
the tree. Eventually, they died — Dale most
recently, in 2010 — and left the property to a
local church. He also created the Dale and
Dorothy Weir Endowment of the Sioux Falls
Area Community Foundation to ensure the
tradition continued.

The Weirs’ nephew, Bill Weir, said many

South Dakota Couple Leaves Legacy Through Christmas Tree

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Driving along Min-
nesota Avenue, Dale Weir looked to his wife,

people wouldn’t suspect that the couple had
lived such a comfortable life.

The downstairs of their home was rented

to a local teacher, and Dale Weir never drove
anew car. The couple’s few indulgences in-
cluded eating out and shopping for antiques,
said Bill Weir, 69, of Sisters, Ore.

Dale Weir was more interested in helping
others than living lavishly, Bill Weir said.

“He gave his resources where he felt it

could give the most amount of people enjoy-

ment and good,” he said.

Pantry
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them to bring the boxes (of items),
but we didn’t know it was going to
be that much. We were flabber-
gasted,” she said. “The kids had 87
boxes, but they weren’t small.
These boxes were enormous. It was
wonderful, what they did.”

The boxes included not only
food but also bar soap, shampoo,
toothbrushes and toothpaste,
Mann said. “These are things we
normally wouldn’t have (on hand)
because they get so expensive and
we run out of them,” she said.

The hundreds of donated items
came at just the right time, Mann
said.

“We had already done our
Christmas boxes,” she said. “But
when the school came with these
three big pickup loads of food, we
had all kinds of empty shelves that
needed filling. We are so grateful
that it happened.”

The work had just begun with
the students’ delivery, Mann said.

“We had three of us working
from about 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.,” she
said. “We had to check the expira-

304 W. 3rd,
Yankton
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Dec. 29..........Go Figure

Dec. 31 New Year's
Eve Party - Go Figure

Hors d’oeuvres, Party Favors &
Champagne. Drawing for Trip to
Las Vegas (must be present to win)

Try Our New
Homemade Pizzas!

tion dates (on the products) and
clean the cans and bottles so we
could fill our shelves.”

The Bon Homme students and
staff weren’t the only ones making
special deliveries, Mann said.

“Someone donated to buy 100
hams, and someone else donated
to buy 100 one-pound butters,” she
said. “Then Father (Joe Forcelle)
had a church group that made 100
fruitcakes.”

Forcelle serves St. Leo Catholic
Church in Tyndall and St. Vincent
Catholic Church in Springfield. Stu-
dents in grades 7-12 — who may
have assisted with the Bon Homme
food pantry collection — helped
with the fruitcake project.

The massive bake-off used the
talents of St. Vincent parishioner
Carl Eastman, a professional chef
who works in Yankton. Eastman
headed up the kitchen end of the
project, while Forcelle provided the
recipe.

“I have a recipe I've used for
more than 30 years in my various
clergy assignments,” Forcelle said.
“All ingredients are purchased lo-
cally. Several parish organizations
donated cash to help buy the ingre-
dients.”

The students and other workers
gathered in the Father Cronin Cen-
ter at St. Leo’s one Sunday after-

)
¢ Joe’s
Rural Lesterville + 605-364-7414
Will Be Closed on
Tuesday Dec. 25
No Chicken Buffet

Dec. 26 but will be
back on Jan. 2nd!

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year
From All Of Us At Joe’s!

Tenderloin Tips Dinner Special

Enjoy The Music Of Mike & Jay
playing 9PM-?

A BLESSED

FAMILY

2502 Fox Run Parkway e eltapatio-sd.com
Just North of Wendy's ® (605) 260-1701

Godfather’s

PIZZA

A PIZZA YOU

CAN’T REFUSE.

www.godfathers.com

2101 Broadway, Yankton, SD

New Year’s Eve
and
New Year’s Day
11am-10pm
Enjoy Our Daily Specials

I $2 PIZZA |

BUY ANY
LARGE PIZZA AT
REGULAR PRICE

AND GET

SECOND

(of equal or lesser value)

For Only

$200 More

I Present coupon when ordering.
I Valid at participating locations. Not
valid with any other specials or
I coupons. Delivery extra. Add $1.00
for Mozza-Loaded Crust. Sales tax
not included. Expires 1/7/13.

605.665-2525

noon. The work session lasted
more than five hours and created
nearly 12 dozen fruitcakes.

The first 100 fruitcakes were do-
nated to the food pantry, Forcelle
said. The rest were donated to the
Good Samaritan Center in Tyndall
to be shared with the nursing home
residents.

“It’s the second year we have
done this project,” he said. “Our
students rate it as the most fun
service project they’'ve done. We
plan on a repeat next year.”

Some of these same students
also made fudge for the inmates’
Christmas sack program, including
Mike Durfee State Prison in Spring-
field, Forcelle added.

When it comes to the food
pantry, the Bon Homme students’
donation was timely in more ways
than one, Mann said. The food
pantry won't hold another major
organized food drive until May,
using cash donations to purchase
its needed food in the meantime.

“We have no refrigerators, so we
can’t offer any milk or eggs. We
have what we call the staples, like
flour, sugar and breakfast food,” she
said. “We would like to get more
items like breakfast foods, crackers,
jelly, peanut butter, spaghetti sauce,
macaroni, noodles, canned soups,
vegetables and fruit.”

DIGITAL UP AND RUNNING!
Fri. 7:30 PM - Sat. 7:30 PM - Sun. 4 PM
Students *2.00 Adults *5.00

Idle Hour Theatre

Tripp, SD

Overnight Trip To

Royal River Gasino
at Flandreau, SD

Next Trips
Jan. 3 & 4 (Senior Day)
Jan. 14 & 15
For Reservations Call
Hennen Tours
1-800-551-5275
or 402-394-1547
or 507-530-0587

Even with the Bon Homme stu-
dents’ food collection, the pantry
still needs certain items, Mann
said.

“We are still out of four or five
items. It’s really the basics that we
need for the pantry,” she said.
“Even with this enormous amount
of food, we have lots of demand
and pressure on the food pantry.”

Mann described the turn of
events for many families during the
recession.

“A while back, we didn’t have
that many families (using the
pantry). We had many weeks where
there were seven, eight, nine or 10
families a week. Some weeks, we
only had four or five families,” she
said. “Now, we have 18 to 20 fami-
lies a week from around the whole
county. And some of those who
used to donate to the food pantry
now come here to pick up food for
themselves.”

Why the higher demand?

“Most of our families who come
to us are on food stamps, and it
doesn't stretch far enough for fami-
lies with five to eight people in the
family. They have families with four
or five children,” Mann said. “Some
of them come to the food pantry,
and we supply them with a lot of
the basics.”

The food pantry is open from 8

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Wednesday & Sunday

5-7pm Cooks Choice
Thursday

6-7pm — Domestic Beers
$1.50
5-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizza Burger & Fries $5.00

Friday
6-7pm Domestic Beers
$1.50

Chicken Fried Steak
Serving 5:30-8:00

Saturday

No Band
Regular Menu 5:30-8:00
Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm

Sunday at 6:30pm
Happy Hour M-F 4:30-7:30

Chislic Served Last
Wednesday of Each Month

a.m. to noon Wednesdays and
other times by appointment.

The food pantry is located in
downtown Tyndall, but the Bon
Homme students didn't fully realize
its work until dropping off the
boxes, Mann said.

“The class that delivered all this
food, they knew a little bit about
the food pantry,” she said. “But
they were surprised when they
came and actually saw it.”

Mann had spoken recently at
the school about the food pantry’s
needs, particularly during the holi-
days. She was pleased to see the
Bon Homme students embrace her
message, making the food drive
part of their Christmas spirit of giv-
ing to others.

“The kids were so enthusiastic,”
she said. “They brought all this
stuff from home. Some of those
houses really cleaned out their
cupboards.”

For more information about the
Bon Homme food pantry, or to do-
nate cash or items, contact Mann
at (605) 589-4590.

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf

C)’s At The Lake
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people to take part in the week. We
know that’s kind of high, but I think
we can do it.”

Here is a list of events:

¢ Free Family Games (Board
games, Twister, cards, game tables
etc.) at the Boys and Girls Club
(BGC) of Yankton Thursday, Dec. 27
from 1-4 p.m. Light Refreshments
Provided. Prizes.

¢ The first School Hollidazzle
Teen Dance at ShBooms/Bowling
Alley, Thursday, Dec. 27 from 6-
10:30 p.m.; Grades 9-12, $5 Pre-Sale
admission tickets at BGC, $7 admis-
sion fee at the door, concessions
provided; drawings for raffle prizes.
Proceeds will go to the Boys and
Girls Club of Yankton. Chaperoned
by the Boys and Girls Club Staff and
Volunteers. You must show valid
High School ID for entry.

¢ A middle school dance at Sa-
cred Heart Link Auditorium will be
held Friday from 7-10 p.m. for
fgrades 5-8. There is a $5 admission
ee.

¢ On Saturday, community mem-
bers can take part in the Coalition
Theater Productions Night from 6-9
p.m. at City Hall. Prizes will include
a grand drawing for an I-Pod.

¢ Free swim and gym will be
held at the Summit Activities Cen-
ter on Monday, Dec. 31 from 1-4
p.m., and later that night, the coali-
tion will hold a talent show and Fo-
Fireworks at City Hall from 6-9 p.m.
Free Ice Skating at the Alcoa Arena
will also be held Monday from 6-9
p.m.

You can follow Emily Niebrugge
on Twitter at
twitter.com/ENiebrugge

-

e

OPEN ALL YEAR!

¥
CJatthelake.com for menu’s, events & bands * 402-388-4267 “

Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake - 10 miles north of Crofton - 11 miles southwest of Yankton

|

— Call Today!

Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30

1-402-388-2400

www.theargohotel.com
email: argo@gpcom.net  CROFTON, NE

Celebrate New Year's Eve at the Argo Hotel

The

Featuring Live
Entertainment
Seating starts at 5:30pm
RESERVATIONS ONLY

Romantic Room Packages ~ 402-388-2400
Available For New Year's Eve

Special
Whiskey Steak
and Jumbo Shrimy
O Celebrating 100 Yrs, with

Room Package Drawings

— Decemben 31—

BLACKAWHITE
NEW YEAR

22 S \ QI
-3 1 T
B S YR CHA

VE PARTY

P 10PM-1AM
RGES

~

wl.n, HOT SEAT PRIZES WORTH OVER

52000

7:30PM-11:30PM $200 WINNERS EVERY 30 MINUTES - MIDNIGHT $213 WINNER
— Guestsr Dnessred in Blach & White Get $5 in Fnee Play! —

OHIYA

CASINO - RESORT
5 MI. E. OF NIOBRARA, NE ON HWY. 12 « 402.857.3860 + OHIYACASINO.COM

Great Food...Fantastic View...Awesome Wild Animal Display!
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIAL!
Friday Nite All The Walleye & Grilled Shrimp You Can Eat!
Saturday Nite All The BBQ Ribs & Chicken You Can Eat
and Salad Bar ONLY $13.95

New Year's. Eve Ppecials

BRUNO’S

- Prime Rib

605-667-7262

*14.50

v Stuffed Shrimp..”9.25
4 Walleye

All meals come with
potato & salad bar

“From '—i"he Bob & Tom Show!”

NEW YEAR'S EVE LIVE!

TWO GREAT COMEDY SHOWS

1st Show > Doors at 7pm, Show at 7:30pm $20
2nd Show -> Doors at 9:30pm, Show at 10pm $25
<- Shows will go on SNOW OR SHINE, no refunds ->

W PURCHASE TICKETS AT MINERVAS ey
OR BY CALLING 605.664.2244

~Hineria

1607 East Hwy 50 Yankton, SD 57078 605.664.2244

Monday December 31st



