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Dear Tom and Ray: 
I have a wonderful car, a ‘97 Saturn that gets

great mileage and has been reliable all this time.
But it’s beginning to signal me that it’s time for
a replacement. I’d like to get a Toyota Prius, but
my curb cut is just steep enough that everyone
I know who drives a Prius scrapes when they
turn into my driveway. So, my questions are: (1)
Would frequent scraping on the front of the car
damage it? And (2) if the scraping would cause
damage, can I have the car raised a couple of
inches somehow so it doesn’t contact the side-
walk every time I drive in and out? This proba-
bly sounds pretty stupid, but I really don’t know
anything about car bodies, so I’d appreciate
your advice. Thanks! — Peter 

TOM: Frequent scraping certainly can cause
damage, Peter. Ask anyone who spends a lot of
time riding a bicycle.  

RAY: It really depends on what’s being
scraped. Lots of cars have a plastic wind deflec-
tor under the front bumper to improve mileage.
If that’s all you’re scraping, it would be of no
mechanical consequence — until it fell off. And
even then, it still might not be of much
consequence. 

TOM: But if you were scraping, say, the oil
pan, that could cause problems. Then you
could tear it open one day as you were backing
out of the driveway, lose all of your oil, seize the
engine and then have to go out and buy your-
self a cheap replacement car, like a used ‘97
Saturn.  

RAY: So this requires some specific investi-
gation, Peter. Explain to your Toyota dealer that
when you test-drive the new Prius, the route is
going to have to include a trip up your
driveway.  

TOM: When you turn into your driveway (go
very slowly), if you hear a scrape, you then can
get out and watch and try to determine what’s
scraping. Even if you can’t tell by watching, you
may be able to see telltale scrape marks on
something under there. 

RAY: The Prius is designed with mileage in
mind, so my guess is that what’s scraping prob-
ably is some plastic shielding that improves air-
flow underneath the car. But since this car
starts out low to the ground for aerodynamic
purposes, you also could be risking a more im-

portant component. So my advice would be: If it
scrapes, look for a different car. 

TOM: You’re not going to raise the car a few
inches. That’s impractical, and it’s difficult to
do. Plus, you’d change the car’s handling and
decrease its mileage. You might get half an inch
out of larger tires, but if you need more than
that, try something else. 

RAY: There are several other Prius models
now — The Prius V and Prius C — and you
might find that one is better suited to your par-
ticular situation. If not, there are other great hy-
brids out there made by other companies, and
you’ll just have to consider one of those
instead. 

TOM: But before you buy any of them, make
your driveway part of the test drive. You don’t
want to drive your brand-new car home for the
first time only to discover that you now have to
sell the house and move!  

———
Which is cheaper, buying or leasing? Should

you keep a car forever or dump it after three
years, before trouble starts? Find out in Tom
and Ray’s pamphlet “Should I Buy, Lease, or
Steal My Next Car?” Send $4.75 (check or
money order) to Next Car, P.O. Box 536475, Or-
lando, FL 32853-6475. 

———
Get more Click and Clack in their new book,

“Ask Click and Clack: Answers from Car Talk.”
Got a question about cars? Write to Click and
Clack in care of this newspaper, or email them
by visiting the Car Talk website at
www.cartalk.com. 
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Will Scrapping Scrap Prius Plan?

Yankton Elementary Schools
Monday — No school
Tuesday — No school
Wednesday — Chicken Nuggets
Thursday — Hamburger
Friday — Omelet

Yankton Middle School
Monday — No school
Tuesday — No school 
Wednesday — Chicken Nuggets
Thursday — Quesidilla
Friday — Chili

YHS A Line Menu
Monday — No school
Tuesday — No school
Wednesday — Chicken Nuggets
Thursday — Stuffed Crust Pizza Sticks
Friday — Chicken Noodle Soup

YHS B Line Menu
Monday — No school
Tuesday — No school
Wednesday — Macaroni Cheese
Thursday — Broccoli Soup
Friday — Teriyaki Rice Bowl

YHS C Line Menu
Monday — No school
Tuesday — No school
Wednesday — BBQ Ribs
Thursday — Hard-Shell Taco
Friday — Bacon Cheeseburger

Sacred Heart Schools
Monday — No school
Tuesday — No school
Wednesday — Hot Dog
Thursday — Sweet/Sour Chicken
Friday — Taco in a Bag

The Center — Yankton
Monday — Potato Soup/Oyster Stew
Tuesday — Closed
Wednesday — Roast Pork
Thursday — Hot Beef Sandwich
Friday — Cheeseburger Pie

Tabor Senior Citizens Center
Monday — N/A
Tuesday — Closed
Wednesday — Hot beef
Thursday — Hawaiian Chicken Salad
Friday — N/A

Menus listed below are for the week of Dec. 31, 2012. Menus are subject to change without
notice. All meals are served with milk.  

M E N U S

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Yankton Sertoma and Yankton Chamber joined forces again this past
October for the Tailgate Raffle. Carmen Schramm from the Chamber
presents Sertoman Curt Dykstra with a $1,700 check for the Sertoma
first- and second-grade Flag Football league. Thanks to the Chamber
for allowing Sertoma to partner with them on this event!  

FOOTBALL FUNDING

YANKTON COLLEGE
SCHOLARSHIPS

Twenty-one named Yankton Col-
lege Scholarships at $1,000 each will
be awarded during the 2013-14 aca-
demic year to college bound students
with a Yankton College connection. 

Applicants must, either, have:
• a family relationship to Yankton

College alumni, former faculty or staff; 
• or a family friend, teacher or pas-

tor with a connection to Yankton Col-
lege recommend the applicant, 

• or be a Yankton College gradu-
ate, former student, faculty or staff. 

The Yankton College Scholarship
Program awards two types of scholar-
ships, general and post-graduate, to
deserving students to use at an ac-
credited college or university. The
goals of the program are to perpetuate
the College tradition of liberal arts in
higher education, support deserving
young persons who have shown out-
standing promise, apply discretionary
funds to a higher function and promote
the memory and reputation of Yankton
College. 

Applications are available at the
Yankton College office located at 1801
Summit St., Door No. 9 or online at
www.yanktoncollege.org. To receive
the financial aid, applications are due
in February, then reviewed and ranked

on the basis of merit and criteria from
blinded applications in March. The re-
cipients receive the scholarship
awards in May and the scholarship
funds are dispersed in August, unless
notified otherwise.

Named scholarships come from
the kindness of Yankton College
alumni and friends who are inspired by
the positive influences of Yankton Col-
lege. They are: 

General scholarships include:
• The Charles A. Alseth Scholarship
• The Bennett-Walter Scholarship
• The Brown-Daniels Scholarship
• The Rosamond Burgi-Hall

Scholarship
• The Class of 1962 Scholarship 
• The Gross Family Scholarship 
• The Mary Lucille & Glenn Jensen

Scholarship
• The George & Kay Means

Memorial Scholarship
• The Isabel Reedy-Sattler

Scholarship 
• The Rivola Family Scholarship
• The Trantina Revocable Trust

Scholarship (5)
• The Rev. Dr. Donald B. Ward

Scholarship
• The Carl & Cle Youngworth

Scholarship (2)
Post-graduate scholarships

include:

• The Dr. Fritz A. Brink Scholarship
(2)

• The Dr. Richard G. Sherman
Scholarship 

The 2013-14 applications and sup-
porting materials must be postmarked
no later than Feb. 15, 2013.

For more information on scholar-
ships, contact Yankton College at
(605) 665-3661, Monday through Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

DAVIS-BAHCALL SCHOLARSHIPS
PIERRE — South Dakota high

school seniors and college freshmen
can now apply for Davis-Bahcall
Scholarships and the chance to study
next summer at the Sanford Under-
ground Science and Engineering Lab-
oratory in Lead with world-renowned
researchers from universities across
the United States and overseas, if
funding allows.

Applications are available on the
South Dakota Department of Educa-
tion’s website. Up to 12 South Dakota
students will receive scholarships. The
deadline to apply is Jan. 20, 2013.

Select students will be invited to in-
terview at various locations in the state
for the program; scholarship winners
will be announced by early March. 

Davis-Bahcall Scholarship

recipients spend one month during the
summer studying such things as
physics, engineering and geology, and
learning from distinguished professors
from around the world. 

In addition to the one-month sum-
mer study, those receiving scholar-
ships may have the opportunity to
apply for pre-selected summer
internships. 

To be eligible for the scholarships,
high school seniors and college fresh-
men must attend public or private high
schools or postsecondary institutions
in South Dakota. Home-school stu-
dents also are eligible. Students must
have a demonstrated interest in sci-
ence and intend to pursue advanced
degrees in math, science, engineering
or technology. 

The scholarships, which are funded
by the 3M Company and the South
Dakota Space Grant Consortium, are
named for renowned physicists Dr.
Ray Davis and Dr. John Bahcall. 

For more information, including de-
tails about the application procedure,
visit the South Dakota Department of
Education’s website at doe.sd.gov.
Look for the “Scholarships” link in the
A-Z Index. 
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