
ion in 1943. It served as a place
of worship for the more than
70,000 troops stationed near
Rockhampton, Central Queens-
land, Australia, during the war. 

Yeppoon is located a short
distance from Rockhampton.

Morris managed to track
down two surviving veterans
and the families of the seven
men who had passed away.

“Searching for those men in
the chapel ... the odds seemed
impossible, but it was extremely
satisfying when I found them,
and the families’ appreciation
made it very rewarding,” he
said.

Faced with a new pair of
mysteries, Morris said he first
contacted the Americans who
helped him find information
about the aforementioned nine
veterans.

While the dog tag has spe-
cific facts regarding the owner,
the ring bears little indication of
who owned it.

“The only marking on the
ring is the manufacturer’s name
— ‘Moody Bros Los Angeles,’”
Morris said. “But the crest on
one side of the ring has been
confirmed as that of the 147th
South Dakota National Guard
Field Artillery.”

That’s what led Morris to be-
lieve the ring belonged to a
South Dakota National Guard
member who was stationed in
Australia during World War II.

Sonja Johnson, director of
the South Dakota National
Guard Museum in Pierre, was
able to identify the insignia via a
photograph after being con-
tacted by Morris. 

“We’ve never seen anything
like (this ring),” she told the
Press & Dakotan Thursday. “We
don’t have any photographs

that we can blow up enough to
see who has rings on and who
doesn’t, so we weren’t able to
assist him with finding the
owner. Other than identifying
that it has the 147th Field Ar-
tillery insignia on the side of it, I
wasn’t able to provide any more
information.”

While hopeful that Morris is
successful in finding the owner,
Johnson acknowledged it will be
difficult.

“We don’t have many World
War II vets left,” she said.

If the owner or a descendant
isn’t found, Johnson said she
“would be very interested in
having the ring at the museum.”

Morris has already discov-
ered the daughter of the dog tag
owner, and he said it should
reach her today (Friday). The
veteran in question was Edward
Chester Marberry, who was
born Nov. 22, 1915, in San
Bernardino, Calif. After World
War II, he served in Korea and
attained the rank of lieutenant
colonel. Marberry went on to a
long career with General Motors
and died Sept. 7, 1994, at the age
of 78. 

Morris spent the last 20
years of his working life as a
ranger skipper operating patrol
boats in the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park. He retired in 1996.

During World War II, he lived
in the small town of Emu Park,
which is midway between Yep-

poon and Keppel Sands.
“I could see the daily flotilla

of U.S. Army (tank landing
ships) and (amphibious tanks)
working practice landings on
Great Keppel Island and hear
the explosions of the 75-millime-
ter field guns practice shelling
Split Rock off Keppel Sands,”
Morris said, noting that he be-
lieves the field artillery unit was
the 147th. “My generation has
not forgotten the sacrifice these
men made defending this coun-
try in 1942.”

In Darwin, Northern Terri-
tory, Australia, a plaque in Bi-
centennial Park commemorates
the service of the 147th. It
reads: “This Field Artillery regi-
ment first landed at Brisbane on
December 23, 1941. It was
quickly sent to Darwin, N.T., to
serve under the command of
the Commanding General Aus-
tralian Forces for the defense of
the Darwin area. The first Amer-
ican flag to be flown over a U.S.
encampment in Australia was
raised on January 18, 1942.
Troops of the 147th F.A. were
widely dispersed into defensive
positions both on the coast and
inland, when on February 19,

1942, a substantial bombing raid
by the Japanese Naval Carrier
Force caused immense damage
to Darwin and all of the ships in
the harbor. Erected in February,
1992 by the 147th F.A. World
War II veterans.”

Despite the long odds of
solving this final mystery, Mor-
ris remains optimistic. 

“I am hopeful that the owner
or a descendent will be found,”
he said. “I like the old U.S.
armed forces slogan: ‘The diffi-
cult we do immediately; the im-
possible takes a little longer.’”

Anyone with information
about the ring can reach Morris
at morrispb@tadaust.org.au.

You can follow Nathan John-
son on Twitter at
twitter.com/AnInlandVoyage.
Discuss this story at www.yank-
ton.net/.
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THURSDAY’S RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 14-23, White

Balls: 3-14

MY DAY: Month: 4, Day: 7,
Year: 30

PICK 3: 4-7-5
PICK 5: 05-07-25-34-35

75 YEARS AGO 
Tuesday, December 6, 1938

• The Yankton Camera and Cin-
ema club got into full swing last night
at a meeting held in the basement
club rooms of the city hall at which a
constitution was adopted, meeting
nights agreed upon and arrange-
ments made for the first picture con-
test and for programs for future
meetings.

• A premonition of disaster led
Miss Dollie Board, 60, Joplin, Mo., a
teacher to march 34 youngsters out
of her classroom a few minutes be-
fore tons of plaster crashed from the
ceiling.

50 YEARS AGO
Friday, December 6, 1963

• Dr. Wooten T. Sumerford, direc-
tor of Pharmaceutical chemistry, re-
search division, of Mead Johnson
and Company, will visit the Yankton
College campus for three days next

week. Dr. Sumerford will arrive
Wednesday night and return to his
home at Evansville, Ind., on Satur-
day.

• The Yankton College Grey-
hounds will be trying for their third
consecutive non-conference win
without a loss Friday evening when
they play host to Kearney State
Teachers College of Nebraska. The
game will begin at 8 oʼclock at Nash
gymnasium.

25 YEARS AGO 
Tuesday, December 6, 1988

• A boiler explosion at the Yank-
ton Federal Prison Camp this morn-
ing resulted in no serious injuries,
prison superintendent Stephen
Pontesso said. 

• First degree murder charges
were brought against two men in
Clay County Circuit Court Monday
following the Sunday morning death
of a Vermillion man. 

CHICAGO (AP) — Grain futures
were lower Thursday on the Chicago
Board of Trade.

Wheat for March delivery fell 9.75
cents to $6.52 a bushel; March corn
were 3 cents lower at 4.3350 a bushel;
March oats were 1 cent lower at
$3.2575 a bushel; while January soy-

beans fell 1.50 cents $13.28 a bushel.
Beef and pork fell on the Chicago

Mercantile Exchange.
February live cattle fell 1.52

centsto $1.3290 a pound; January
feeder cattle fell .93 cent to $1.6412 a
pound; while February lean hogs were
.33 cent lower at $.8867 a pound.

Police Investigating Yankton Robbery
From P&D Staff Reports

The Yankton Police Department is investigating the rob-
bery of a convenience store early Thursday morning.

According to Lt. Todd Brandt, the Cork ‘N’ Bottle in the
1500 block of Broadway Avenue was robbed by an un-
known subject at approximately 2:30 a.m. 

The individual left the store with an undisclosed
amount of cash. 

The suspect is approximately 5 feet, 11 inches tall,
weighs approximately 160 pounds, and was wearing a dark
coat and dark pants. 

No injuries were reported.
Brandt said that no further details are available at this

time.
If anyone has information on the identity of the subject,

contact the Yankton Police Department or confidentially on
Crime Stoppers (605) 665-4440. 

USD Winter Commencement Is Dec. 14
VERMILLION — South Dakota State Sen.

Corey Brown of Gettysburg will provide the
keynote address as the University of South
Dakota confers degrees to more than 580
candidates at the 38th Winter Commence-
ment Ceremony at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec.
14 at the DakotaDome.

Brown, a member of the South Dakota
Senate since 2008, is serving his third term
as the president pro tem of the Senate

where he represents the counties of Campbell, Edmunds,
Faulk, Hand, McPherson, Potter, Spink and Walworth.
Brown has also served as chairman of the appropriations
committee and assistant majority leader. 

Following more than a decade of military service in the
United States Navy, Brown returned to Gettysburg with his
wife, Karen, and their four children: Reagan, Harrison,
Madison and Kennedy. 

While in the Navy, Brown logged more than 2,500 hours
of aircraft commander and instructor pilot time. He com-
pleted three deployments to the Middle East, two of which
were in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and he has
flown both the S-3B Viking and the E-6B Mercury during his
military career. Brown was awarded two Air Medals and
two Navy/Marine Corp Commendation Medals for his out-
standing service, which includes 318 carrier landings dur-
ing two deployments aboard the USS Constellation.

Following his service in the military, Brown took on the
role of executive director of the Gettysburg/Whitlock Bay
Development Corporation where he assists new and ex-
panding businesses in the region. 

He is currently an agent for the family’s insurance busi-
ness. 

A University of Notre Dame graduate with a degree in
government and international relations, Brown received a
Master of Arts degree in international relations at the Uni-
versity of San Diego. 

POUND COUNT
Several animals are available at

the Yankton Animal Shelter. For
more information call the Yankton
Police Departmentʼs Animal Control
Officer, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday at 661-9494, or 668-5210.

Animals available for adoption
include:

• a male and a female Boxer mix,
both of which are brindle-colored;

• a white female Terrier mix; and
• a black male pug mix.

DAILY RECORD POLICY
The Press & Dakotan publishes

police and sheriff reports as a public
service to its readers. It is important
to remember that an arrest should
not imply guilt and that every person
is presumed innocent until proven
otherwise. When juveniles are re-
leased from jail, it is into the care of
a parent or guardian.

It is the policy of the Press &
Dakotan to publish all names made
available in the police and court re-
ports. There are no exceptions.

ARRESTS
• Tamara Has No Horse, 27, Ver-

million, was arrested Wednesday on
a bond revocation.

• Michael Martinez, 21, Yankton,
was arrested Wednesday on a pro-
bation hold.

ACCIDENTS
• A report was received at 6:26

p.m. Wednesday that a 2006 Chevy
Impala was rear-ended by an un-
known vehicle in the 2100 block of
Broadway. 

• A report was received at 8:24

p.m. Wednesday that a 2000
Chrysler 200 backed into a pole in
the 2200 block of Broadway Nov. 29.

• A report was received at 8:28
a.m. Thursday that a vehicle slid into
the ditch near 19th St. and Ferdig
Ave.

• A report was received at 9:49
a.m. Thursday that a 1998 Ford
Ranger collided with a 2013 Chevy
Silverado in the 600 block of Locust
St. Estimated value of the damage to
the vehicles was $200 and $1,700,
respectively.

• A report was received at 10:42
a.m. Thursday that a speed limit sign
was damaged by an unknown vehi-
cle in the 2000 block of Green St.

• A sheriffʼs office report was re-
ceived at 8:01 a.m. Wednesday of a
vehicle rollover near Highway 46 and
444th Ave.

• A sheriffʼs office report was re-
ceived at 2:14 p.m. Wednesday of
an accident on Highway 81 near
308th St.

• A sheriffʼs office report was re-
ceived at 4:14 p.m. Wednesday of a
minor-injury accident near Highway
50 and 448th Ave. 

INCIDENTS
• A report was received at 9:22

a.m. Thursday that a bottle of liquor
was stolen from a business in the
300 block of West 23rd St.

• A sheriffʼs office report was re-
ceived at 2:18 p.m. Wednesday of
vandalism in Gayville.

CRIME STOPPERS
Anyone wishing to report anony-

mous information on unlawful activity
in the City of Yankton or in Yankton
County is encouraged to contact the
Crime Stoppers tip line at 665-4440.

BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

The Internet auction for the former
downtown Yankton Post Office has closed.

According to the U.S. General Services
Administration (GSA) auction page, bid-
ding ended at 10 a.m. Wednesday with a
high bid of $206,000.

The U.S. Postal Service will now take
time to evaluate the bid before accepting it.

According to the GSA website: “At the

close of the auction, the high bid will be
considered for acceptance by the govern-
ment. The government reserves the right
to reject any or all bids for any reason.”

Bidders on the post office were only
identified by a number.

An initial bid of $15,000 was submitted
Nov. 4 and bidding remained steady for a
month.

Earlier this week, bidding intervals were
reduced from 24 hours to two hours from 8
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. during the work week.

The final bid, submitted by “Bidder
#10,” was received at 10:32 p.m. Monday.

The downtown Yankton post office was
closed in January 2012 and put up for sale.
Postal operations were consolidated into
the annex at 506 West 25th Street. That fa-
cility was built in 2000.

You can follow Nathan Johnson on
Twitter at twitter.com/AnInlandVoyage.
Discuss this story at www.yankton.net/.

Yankton Post Office Auction Closed
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