
deeply subsidized rental
housing.

“There is a very good
likelihood that you’re going
to lose some of that subsi-
dized housing in the next
few years as contracts are
fulfilled and they’ll have the
ability to opt out of their
subsidy program,” Knudson
said. “Twenty-four units are
likely to convert out of the
subsidy program next year,
and 48 possibly a couple
years later. That would be a
big reduction in your subsi-
dized stock.”

The report recommends
that the city attempt to add
155 to 195 rental units in the
next five years. 

“That would largely be
based on growth, but it
would also be based on an
unmet need right now in the
form of waiting lists or low
vacancy rates in certain sec-
tors of housing,” Knudson
said.

Meanwhile, the study
found that the home owner-
ship rate in Yankton has re-
mained stable during the
last decade, with more
growth in home owners
than in renters.

It projects an annual

demand for 40-50 home
ownership units in an aver-
age year for Yankton and
the surrounding rural area.

“This average has not
generally been achieved
over the last five to six
years — although I would
say that in 2013 you proba-
bly came close to being in
that range,” Knudson said.

Demand will mostly be in
the moderate to high price
ranges. Houses on the lower
end of the spectrum will be
difficult to build without
some proactive community
involvement to provide in-
centives in that market.

Currently, there are ap-
proximately 90 potential
lots and 212 potential acres
within city limits for single-
family construction efforts.
However, not all of that
space may actually be avail-
able for development from
its owners, the report said.

While the commission
had a series of questions
about aspects of the study,
there were no suggestions
that would require major
changes.

Once local stakeholders
have a chance to go through
the approximately 200-page
document and offer input,
Knudson said he doesn’t ex-
pect it will take long to
finalize.

In other business Mon-
day, the commission voted
unanimously to transfer
1.75 acres of property it
owns to Yankton Area Pro-
gressive Growth so it can be
sold to Costello Properties
to build a 30-unit subsidized
apartment complex. The
parcel is located in the
northwest corner of Fox
Run north of 30th Street and
between Adkins Drive and
West City Limits Road.

Costello has offered
$64,795 for the property,
slightly less than the listed
price of $76,230.

Commissioner Charlie
Gross questioned if the
lower price was reasonable
based on market activity,
and the consensus was that
it was not out of line — es-
pecially in light of the fact
that the city has not had an
offer on the property during
the couple decades it has
owned the land.

The proposed 30-unit
structure is half of what
Costello had talked about as
a possibility during an ear-
lier appearance before the
City Commission. However,
a second phase could be
added in the future if
needed.

The company still needs
to attain state housing pro-

gram funding to move for-
ward with the project, and if
that is unsuccessful, the
proposal includes a buy-
back provision for the city.

Also Monday, the
commission:

• was told that City At-
torney David Hosmer will
resign from his position at
the end of the year. He said
he is leaving the law profes-
sion in order to become a fi-
nancial planner. Ross Den
Herder will serve as the in-
terim attorney and the posi-
tion will be advertised;

• learned that Jim Snook
of the Parks and Recreation
Department was chosen as
the city’s employee of the
year; 

• accepted a $30,537 bid
for a fire alarm system in
City Hall; and

• agreed to partner with
the Sertoma Youth Baseball
group on a batting cage
project in Sertoma Park.

You can follow Nathan
Johnson on Twitter at twit-
ter.com/AnInlandVoyage.
Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net/.
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jewelry, blankets, toys,
movies and games.

“Our bedroom is so full,
(last week) my husband said,
‘We have to do something
about this,’” Hudson said
with a laugh. “And I told him,
‘Just one more week.’”

Friday’s “free shopping”
event will be held from 3-6
p.m. at the Riverview Re-
formed Church at 17th and
Burleigh. Children ages  3-10
years old are invited to at-
tend and collect one gift for
each family member in their
households. 

Hudson said parents and
guardians can expect the av-
erage child to spend approxi-
mately 30 minutes shopping,
which includes getting the
gifts wrapped. Coffee and
cookies will be available for
those who are waiting. No
preregistration is required.

Hudson added that the
store was originally targeted
for the needy, but it is now
open to anyone so that all
children can have the chance
to get into the holiday spirit.

“A lot of these kids
haven’t ever shopped by
themselves before,” she said.
“And they don’t care what
things cost — they just like
to give. You can’t beat that.”

You can follow Derek Bar-
tos on Twitter at
twitter.com/d_bartos/. Dis-
cuss this story at www.yank-
ton.net/.

Giving
From Page 1

were not an appropriate
issue for the school board.

“I’m concerned this kind
of thing puts us in the area of
politics where we really
shouldn’t be,” he said.

Board member Matt Pietz
agreed, adding that the reso-
lution could also be seen as
involvement with special in-
terest groups, which would
violate the board’s code of
ethics.

Also at Monday’s meeting,
the school board:

• heard a report from YHS
activities director Ryan Mors
on proposals involving modi-
fications to the football con-
ference and realignments of
region play in volleyball and
basketball. Mors said several
proposals have been dis-
cussed, but none have been
met with enough support at
this time;

• heard a report from
Tiffany Kashus, drug and al-
cohol counselor at Lewis and
Clark Behavioral Health, on
her involvement with pro-
gramming at YHS and Yank-
ton Middle School.

You can follow Derek Bar-
tos on Twitter at
twitter.com/d_bartos/. Dis-
cuss this story at www.yank-
ton.net/.
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PIERRE — Attorney General
Marty Jackley is warning South
Dakota consumers of the
scams surrounding the use of
Green Dot MoneyPak cards.
The Attorney General’s Con-
sumer Protection Division has
received numerous calls from
consumers who have been tar-
geted by this scam. 

Green Dot MoneyPak cards
themselves are legitimate
products when used for the in-
tended purpose. The intended
use allows consumers to re-
load MoneyPaks to other pre-
paid cards, add money to a
PayPal account without using a
bank account, or make same-
day payments to major compa-
nies. Because the cards can
only be bought with cash, con-
sumers never need to disclose
their personal or financial in-
formation to a retail cashier or
to make a payment. 

The traditional wire trans-
fer scam involves crooks ask-
ing for funds to be wired
directly to them, but the Mon-
eyPaks scam has the added
benefit of the crooks not hav-
ing to show up at an office to
claim the funds. Anyone with
the 14-digit number found on
the back of the card can drain
the card of funds. 

The scam works in many
ways including phone calls im-
plying that consumers are be-
hind on a bill or someone

posing as an IRS agent collect-
ing on back taxes that must be
paid immediately. The scam
has mostly surfaced as the age
old scheme promising a win-
ning sweepstakes and in order
to claim the prize money must
be added to the card. In all in-
stances the intended victims
are instructed to buy a Green
Dot MoneyPak card, load the
amount requested and then
provide the number on the
back of the card to the scam-
mers, who will then take the
money from the card. 

Tips to help prevent being
scammed include: 

• Be suspicious of callers who
demand immediate payment for
any reason. 

• Remember that anyone who
has the number on a Green Dot
MoneyPak card has access to the
funds on the card. 

• Never give out personal or fi-
nancial information to anyone who
emails or calls you unsolicited. 

• Never wire money, provide
debit or credit card numbers or
Green Dot MoneyPak card num-
bers to someone you do not know. 

• Utility companies and govern-
ment agencies will not contact you
demanding immediate payment via
MoneyPak. 

If you have been a victim of
one of these scams or need
any additional information
contact the Attorney General’s
Consumer Protection Division
at 1-800-300-1986 or consumer-
help@state.sd.us. 

Jackley Warns of Scams Targeting
Green Dot MoneyPak Card Users

www.yankton.net


